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PART II. 

CONTINUATION OF HISTORICAL GREECE. 

CIIAPTER LXIX. 

CYRUS THE YOUNGER AND THE TEN THOUSAND GREEKS. 

Spartan empire. - March of the Ten Thousand Greeks. - Persian kings 
- Xerxes- Artaxerxes Longimanus. - Darius Noth us. - Cyrus the 
younger in Ionia- his vigorous operations against Athens. - Youth and 
education of CJTUS. - His esteem for the Greeks - his hopes of the 
crown.-Death of Darins Nothus-succession of Artaxerxes Mnenon. 
- Secret preparations of Cyrus for attacking his brother. - Klearchns 
and other Greeks in the service of Cyrus. - Strict administration, and 
prudent behavior, of Cyrus.- Cyrus collects his army at Sardis.-Tho 
Ten Thousand Greeks -their position and circumstances. - Xenophon. 
- How Xenophon came to join the Cyreian army. - Cyrus marches from 
Sardis- Kolossre - Kelronro. - Peltre - Keramon-Agora, Kiiystru-Pe
dion. -Distress of Cyrus for money-Epyaxa supplies him.-Thym
brium - Tyriroum - Heview of the Greeks by Cyrus. - Ikonium 
Lykaonia-Tyana. -Pass over Taurus into Kilikia. - Sycnnesis of 
Kilikia-his dnplicity-he assists Cyrus with money. - Cyrus at Tar
sus - mutiny of the Greeks - their refusal to go farther. - Klearchns 
tries to suppress the mutiny by severity-he fails. - He tries persuasion 
- his discourse to the soldiers. - His refusal to march farther- well re
ceived. - Deceitful manccuvres of Klearchus to bring the soldiers round 
to Cyrus. - 'the soldiers agree to accompany Cyrus farther-increase of 
pay. - March onward - from Tarsus to lssus. - :Flight of Abrokomas
abandonment of the passes. - Gates of Kilikia and Syria. -Desertion 
of Xenias and Pasion-prudence of Cyrus. - Cyrus marches from the 
sea to Thapsakus on the Euphrates.-l'artial reluctance of the army
they ford the Euphrates. - Separate manc:euvre of Menon. - Abrokomas 
abandons the defence of the river - his douhle dealing. - Cyrus marches 
along the left bank of the Euphrates-the Desert-privations of the 
army. - Pylre - Charmande - dangerous dispute between the soldiers of 
Klcarchus and those of Menon. - Entry into Babylonia-treason of 
Orontes - preparation for battle.-Discourse of Cyrus to his officers and 
soldiers.- Conception formed by Cyrus of Grecian superioi;ity.-l'resent 
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of Cyrus to the prophet Silanns. - Cyrus passes the undefendecl trench. 
- Kunaxa - sudden appearance of the king's army- preparation of 
Cyrus for hat tie. - Last orders of Cyrus. - Battle of Kunaxa - easy 
victory of the Greeks on their side. - Impetuous attack of Cyrus upon 
his brother- Cyrus is slain. - Flight of Arireus and the Asiatic force of 
Cyrus. - Plunder of the Cyreian camp by Artaxerxes. Victorious atti
tude of the Greeks. - Character of Cyrus. - If Cyrus had succeeded, he 
would have been the most formidable enemy to Greece ............ 1-51 

CHAPTER LXX. 

RETREAT OF THE TEN THOUSAND GRE};KS. 

Dismay of the Greeks on learning the death of Cyrus. Klearchus offers 
the throne to Arireus. -Artaxerxes summons the Greeks to surrender
thcir reply- language of Phalinus. - Arireus refuses the throne, but in
vites the Greeks to join him for retreat. - The Greeks rejoin Arireus 
interchange of oaths - resolution to retreat together. - Position of the 
Greeks - to all appearance hopeless. - Commencement of the retreat, 
along with Arireus - disorder of the army. - Heralds from the Persians 
to treat about a truce.- The heralds conduct the Greeks to villages fur
nished with provisions. l\Iarch over the canals. - Abundant supplies ob
tained in the villages. - Visit of Tissaphernes - negotiations. - Con
vention concluded with Tissaphcrnes, who engages to conduct the Greeks 
home. - Motives of the l'ersians -favorable dispositions of Parysatis 
towards Cyrus. - Long halt of the Greeks - their quarrel with Arireus. 
- Secret despair of Klearchus. - lletreating march begun, under Tissa
phernes - they enter within the "\Vall of Media - march to Sittak<l 
Alarm and suspicions of the Greeks - they cross the Tigris. - Retreat
ing march up the left bank of the Tigris -to the Great Zab. - Suspi
cions between the Greeks and Tissaphernes. - Klearehus converses with 
Tissaphcrncs - and is talked OYer. - Klearchus, with the other Grecian 
generals, visits Tissaphernes in his tent. -Tissaphernes seizes the Greek 
generals. They are sent prisoners to the Persian court, and there put to 
death. - Menon is reserved to perish in torture - sentiments of queen 
Parysatis. - How Klcarchus came to be imposed upon. - Plans of Tis
saphernes - impotcnce and timidity of the Persians. - The Pen;ians 
summon the Grecian army to surrender. - Indignant refusal of the 
Greeks - distress and despair prevalent among them. - }'irst ap
pearance of Xenophon - his dream. - He stimulates the other captains 
to take the lead and appoint new officers. -Address of :Xenophon to the 
officers. New generals arc named, Xenophon being one. -The army is 
convened in general assembly- speech of Xenophon. - Favorable aug
ury from a man sneezing. - Encouraging topics insisted on by Xenophon. 
- Great impression produced by his speech-the army confirm the new 
generals proposed. - Great ascendency acquired over the army at once 
by Xenophon - qualities whereby he obtained it. - Combination of elo
quence and confidence, with soldier-like resource and bravery. -Approach 
of the Persian l\Iithridatcs - the Greeks refuse all parley. - The Greeks 
cross the Zab and resume their march, harassed by the Persian cavalry.
Sufferings of the Greeks from marching under the attacks of the cavalry. 
Successful precautions taken. - Tissaphernes renews the attack, with 
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some effect.- Comfortable quarters of the Greeks. They halt to repel 
the cavalry, and then march fast onward. - Victory of the Greeks 
prowess of Xenophon. - The Greeks emhmTassed as to their route 
impossibility either of following the Tigris farther, or of crossing it. 
The strike into the mountains of the Karduchi<tns. - They bum much 
of their baggage - their sufferings from the activity and energy of the 
Karduchians. - Extreme danger of their situation. - Xenophon tinds out 
another road to turn the enemy's position. - The Karduchians are de
feated and the road cleared. - Danger of Xenophon with the rear division 
and baggage. -anxiety of the Greeks to recover the bodies of the slain. 
- They reach the river Kentrites, the northern boundary of Karduchia. 
- Difficulties of passing the Ken trites - dream of Xenophon. - They 
discover a ford and pass the river. - Xenophon with the rear-guard re
pels the Karduchians and effects his passage. - March through Armenia. 
Heavy snow and severe cold. - They ford the Eastern :Euphrates or 
Mnrad. - Distressing marches - extreme misery from cold and hunger. 
- Rest in good qnartcrs - subterranean villages well stocked with pro
visions. -After a week's rest, they march onward - their guide runs 
away. - They reach a difficult pass occupied by the Chalybes - raillery 
exchanged between Xenophon and Cheirisophus about stealing. - They 
turn the pass by a flank-march, nnd force their way over the mountain. 
- March through the country of the Taochi - exhaustion of provisions 
-capture of a hill-fort. -Through the Chalybes, the bravest fighters 
whom they had yet seen - the Skythini. - They reach the flonrishing 
city of Gymnias. - First sight of the sea from the mountain-top The
ches - extreme delight of the soldiers. - Passage through the Makrones. 
-Through the Kolchians - who oppose them and are defeated. - Kol
chian villages - unwholesome honey. -Arrival at Trapezus on the 
li:uxine ( Trebizond ). - Joy of the Greeks - their discharge of vows to 
their gods - their festivals and games. -Appendix... , •••.. , ••• 52-120 

CHAPTER LXXI. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE TE:-i THOUSAND GREEKS, FROM THE TIME THAT 
THEY REACHED TRAPEZUS, TO THEIR JUNCTION WITH THE LACED1E
ll!.ONIAN ARllY IN ASIA MINOR. 

Greek cities on the Euxine - Sin ope with her colonies Kerasus, Kotyora, 
and Trapezus. - Indigenous inhabitants - their relations with the Greek 
colonists. - Feelings of the Greeks on the Euxine when the Ten Thou
sand descended among them. - Uncertainty and danger of what they 
might do. - Plans of the army - Chcirisophus is sent to Byzantium to 
procure vessels for transporting them. - Regulations for the army pro
posed by Xenophon during his absence. - Adopted by the army- their 
intense repugnance to farther marching. - Measures for procuring trans· 
ports. :Marauding expeditions for supplies, against the Colchians and the 
Drilro. -The army leave Trapezus, and march westward along the coast 
to Kerasus. - Acts of disorder and outrage committed by various sol
diers near Kerasus. - Murch to Kotyora- hostilities with the l\Iosynce
ki. - Long halt at Kotyora - remonstrance from the Sinopians. 
Speech of Hekatonymus of Sinope to the army - reply of Xenophon. 
- Success of the reply- good understanding established with Sinope. 
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Consultation of the army with IIckatonymus, who advises going home 
by sea. - Envoys sent by the army to Si nope to procure vessels. - Pov
erty and increasing disorganization of the anny. - Ideas of Xenophon 
about founding a new city in the Euxinc, with the army.- Sacrifice of 
Xenophon to ascertain the will of the gods - treachery of the prophet 
Silanus. - Silanus, Timasion, and others raise cnlumnies against Xeno
phon. General assembly of the army. -Accusations against Xenophon 
- his speech in defence. - He canics the soldiers with him - discontent 
and flight of Silanus. - Fresh manceuvres of Timasion - fresh calum
nies circulated against Xenophon - renewed discontent of the army. 
Xenophon convenes the assembly again. - bis adclrcss in defence of him
self. - His remonstrance against the disorders in the army. - Vote of the 
army unanimously favorable to Xenophon - disapproving the disorders, 
and directing t1ial.- Xenophon's appeal to universal suffrage, as the 
legitimate political authority. Success of his appeal. -Xenophon re
commends tiial of the generals before a tiihunal formed of the lochages 
or captains. Satisfaction of the army with Xenophon. -1\Ianner in 
which discipline was upheld by the officers. - Complete triumph of Xen
ophon. His influence over the army, derived from his courage, his frank
ness, and his oratory.-Improved feeling of the army-peace with the 
Paphlagonian Kory las. - The army pass by sea to Sin{>pe. - Return of 
Chcirisophus - resolution of the army to elect a single general - they 
wish to elect Xenophon, who declines - Cheirisophus is chosen. - The 
army pass by sea to Herakleia - they wish to extort money from the He
rakleots- opposition of Chcirisophus and Xenophon. - Dissatisfaction 
of the army- they divide into three fractions. I. The Arcadians and 
Achreans. 2. A division under Cheirisophus. 3. A division under Xen
ophon. -Arcadian division start first and act for themselves - they get 
into great danger, and are rescued by Xenophon -the army reunited at 
Knipe -okl board of generals reelected, with Neon in place of Cheiri
sophus. - Distress for provisions at Kalpe - unwillingness to move in 
the face of unfavorable sacrifices - ultimate victory over the troops of 
the country. - Halt at Kalpi\-comfortable quarters -idea that they 
were about to settle there as a colony. -ArriYa! of Klcander, the Spartan 
harmost, from Byzantium, together with Dexippus.-Disorder in the 
army: mutiny against Kleander, arising from the treachery of Dexippus. 
-Indignation and threats of K!eander-Xenophon persuades the army 
to submit- fear of Sparta.- Satisfaction given to Kleander, by the vol
untary sun-ender of Agasias with the mutinot1s soldicr.-Appeal to the 
mercy of K!cander, who is completely soothed. - Klcander takes the 
command, expressing the utmost friendship both towards the army and 
towards Xenophon. - Unfavorable sacrifices make Klcandcr throw up 
the command and sail away. -1\Iurch of the army across the country 
from Kalpe to Chalkedon. - Pharnabazus bribes Anaxibius to carry the 
army across the Bosphorus into Europe_-false promises of Anaxibius 
to the army. - Intention of Xenophon to leave the army immediately 
and go home -first proposition addressed to him by Seu th es of Thrace. 
-The army cross OYer to Byzantium-fraud and harsh dealing of Anax
ihius, who sends the army at once out of the town.- Last orders of Anax
ibius as the soldiers were going out of the gates.- ·wrath and mutiny 
of the soldiers, in going away-they rush again into the gates, and mus
ter within the town. - Tenor of Anaxibius and all y;ithin the town.
The exasperated soldiers masters of Byzantium - danger of all within 
it-conduct of Xenophon. -Xenophon musters the soldiers in military 
order and harangues them. - Xenophon calms the army, and persuades 
them to refrain from assaulting the town-message sent by them to 
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Anaxibius - they go out of Byzantium, and agree to a.cccpt Kmratadas 
as their commander. - Hemarkable effect produced by Xenophon - evi· 
deuce which it affords of the susceptibility of the Greek mind to persua
sive influences. ·Xenophon leaves the army, and l!OCS into Byzantium 
with the view of sailing home. Kmrutadas is <liomissetl from the com· 
mand.- Dissension among the commanders left. - Distress of the army 
-Aristarchus arrives from Sparta to supersede Kleander-l'olus on hi8 
way to supersede Anaxibius. - l'harnabazus defrauds .Anaxihius, who 
now employs Xenophon to convey the Cyreians across back to Asia. 
Aristarchus hinders the crossing- his cruel dealing towards the sick 
Cyrcians left in Byzantium. -His treacherous scheme for entrapping 
Xenophon. - Xenophon is again implicated in the conduct of the army 
- he opens negotiations with Seuthes. - Position of Seuthes- his liue
ral offers to the army.-Xenophon introduces him to the army, who ac
cept the offers.- Service of the army with Scuthes, who cheats them of 
most of their pay. - The army suspect the probity of Xenophon - un
just calumnies against him - he exposes it in a public harangue, and re· 
gains their confidence. - Change of interest in the Laccdmmonians, who 
become anxious to convey the Cyrcians across into Asia, in order to make 
war against the satraps. - Xenophon crosses over with the army to Asia 
-his poverty- he is ad vised to sacrifice to Zeus Mcilichios - ucncfidal 
effects.- Ile conducts the army across Mount Ida to Pergamus.- His 
unsuccessful attempt to surprise and capture the rich Persian Asidates. 
-In a second attempt he captures Asidatcs -valuable booty secured.
General sympathy expressed for Xenophon - large share personally al
lotted to him. - The Cyrcians arc incorporated in tho army of the Lacc
dremonian general Thimbron - Xenophon leaves the army, depositing 
his money in the temple at Ephesus. - His subsequent return to Asia, 
to take command of Cyrcians as a part of the Lacedremonian army. 
Xenophon in the Spartan service, with Agesilaus against Athens-he is 
banished.- He settles at i:'killn,; near Olympia, on an estate consecrated 
to Artcmis.-Charms of the rcoi1lcnce -good hunting-annual public 
sacrifice offered by Xenophon, - Later life of Xenophon - expelled from 
Skillus after the lmttle of Lcuktm- afterwards restored at Athens.
Great impression produced by the retreat of the Ten 'Thousand upon the 
Greek mind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . .121-180 

CII.Al'TER L:XXII. 

GREECE UNDER THE LACED2El!ONIAN El!PIRE. 

Sequel of Grecian affairs generally- resumed. - Spartan empire -how 
and when it commenced. - Oppression and suffering of Athens under 
the Thirty. - Alteration of Grecian feeling towards Athens - the Thirty 
arc put down and the democracy restored. - The Knights or Horsemen, 
the richest proprietors at Athens, were the great supporters of the 
Thirty in their tyranny. - The state of Athens, under the Thirty, is a. 
sample of that which occurred in a large numhcr of other Grecian cities, 
at the commencement of the Spartan empire. - Great power of Lvsander 
- he establishes in most of the cities Dckarchies, along with a f;partan 
lmrmost. - Intimidation exercised everywhere by Lysander in favor of 
his own partisans. - Opprcssivo action of these Dekarchies. - In some 
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points, probably worse than the Thirty at Athens. - Bad conduct of the 
Spartan harmosts - harsh as well as eorrupt. No justice to be obtained 
against them at Sparta. - Contrast of the actual empire of Sparta, with 
the promises of freedom which she had previously held out. - Numerous 
promises of general autonomy made by Sparta - by the Spartan general 
Brasidas, especially.- Gradual change in the language and plans of 
Sparta towards the close of the Peloponncsian war. - Lang1rnge of Bras
idas contrasted with the acts of Lysander. - Extreme suddenness and 
completeness of the victory of JEgospotami left Lysander almost omni
potent. - The dckarchies became partly modified by the jealousy at 
Sparta against Lysander. The harmosts lasted much longer.-The 
Thirty at Athens were put down by the Athenians themselves, not by 
any reformatory interference of Sparta. -The empire of Sparta much 
worse and more oppressive than that of Athens. - Imperial Athens de
prived her snhject-allies of their autonomy, !mt was guilty of little or no 
oppression. - Imperial Spnrta did this, and much worse -her harmosts 
and deccmvirs are more complained of than the fact of her empire.
This more to be regretted, as Sparta had now an admirable opportunity 
for organizing a good and stable confederacy throughout Greece.-Spar
ta might have rei)rganized the confederacy of Delos, which might now 
have been made to work welt.- Insupportable arrogance of Lysander 
bitter complaints against him, as well as against the dekarchies.-Ly· 
sander offends Pharnabazus, who procures his recall. His disgust and 
temporary expatriation. - Surrender of the Asiatic Greeks to Persia, 
according to the treaty concluded with Sparta. - Their condition is af
fected by the position and ambitions schemes of Cyrns, whose protection 
they seek against Tissaphernes.-After the death of Cyrus, Tissaphemes 
returns as victor and satrap to the coast of Asia Minor. -Alarm of the 
Asiatic Greeks, who send to ask aid from Sparta. The Spartans send 
Thimbron with an army to Asia. His ill-success and recall - Ile is su
perseded by Dcrkyllidas.- Conduct of the Cyreians loose as to pillage. 
- Derkyllidas makes a truce with Tissaphemcs, and attacks Pharnahazus 
in the Troad and JEolis. - Distribution of the Persian empire; relation 
of king, satrap, sub-satrap.-.Mania, widow of Zcnis, holds the subsatrapy 
of .1Eolis under l'harnabazus. Her i·egular payment and vigorous gov
ernment. - Military force, personal conquests, and large treasures, of 
Mania.-Assassination of Mania, and of her son, by her son-in-law Meidias, 
who solicits the satrapy from Pharnabazus, but is indignantly refused. 
Invasion and conquest of .11~olis by Dcrkyllidas, who gets possession of 
the person of l\Ieiclias.-Dcrkyllidas acquires and liberates Skcpsis and 
Gergis, deposing Meidias, and seizing the treasures of Mania. - Derkyl
lidas conclucles a truce with Pharnabazus, and takes winter quarters in 
Bithynia. -Command of Derkyllidas - safi:.;faction of Sparta with the 
improved conduct of the Cyreians. - Derkyllidas crosses into Europe, 
and employs his troops in fortifying the Chersonesus against the Thra· 
cians.-He captnres anrl garrisons Atarneus. - He makes war upon Tis
saphemes and Phamabazus, upon the l\1reandcr. - Timidity of Tis
saphernes - he concludes a truce with Dcrkyllidas. - Derkyllidas is 
superseded by Agcsilans. -Alienation towards Sparta. had grown up 
among her allies in Central Greece. - Great energy impa1ied to Spartan 
action by Lysander immediately after the victory of JEgospotami; nn 
energy very unusual with Sparta.- The Spartans had kept all the ad
vantages of Yictory to themselves- their allies were allowed nothing.
Great power of the Spartans - they take revenge upon those who had dis
pleased them - their invasion of Elis. - The Spartan king Agis invades 
the Eleian territory. He retires from it immediately in consequence of 
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an earthquake. - Second invasion of Elis by Agis - he marches through 
Triphvlia and Olympia; victorious march, with much booty. - Insurrec
tion of the oligarchical party in Elis -they arc put down. -The Elcians 
are obliged to submit to hard terms of peace.- Sparta refuses to restore 
the l'isatans to the Olvmpic presidency. - Triumphant position of Spar
ta-she expels the i.Iessenians from Peloponnesus and its neighbor
hood ............... , . , ...... , ................... , ....... 181-229 

CHAPTER LXXIII. 

AGESILAUS KING OF SPARTA.-THE CORINTHIAN WAR. 

Triumphant position of Sparta at the close of the war-introduction of a 
large sum of gold and silver by Lysander-opposed by some of the 
Ephors.-The introduction of money was only one among a large train 
of con·uptiug circumstances which then became operative on Sparta. 
Contrast between Sparta in 432 n. c., and Sparta after 404 n. c. - Increase 
of peculation, inequality, and discontent at Sparta. - Testimonies of 
Isokrates and Xenophon to the change of character and habits at Sparta. 
-Power of Lysander-his arrogance and ambitious projects-flattery 
lavished upon him by sophists and poets. - Real position of the kings at 
Sparta. -His intrigues to make himself king at Sparta-he tries in vain 
to move the oracles iu his favor- scheme laid for the production of sa
cred documents, as yet lying hidden, by a son of Apollo.- His aim at the 
kingship foils -nevertheless he still retains prodigious influence at Spar
ta. -Death of Agis, king of Sparta- doubt as to the legitimacy of his 
son Leotychides. Agcsilaus, seconded by Lysandes, aspires to the throne. 
- Character of Agesilaus. - Conflicting pretensions of Agesilaus and 
Leotychides.-Objection taken against Agesilaus on the ground of his 
lameness,- oracle produced by Diopeithes -eluded by the interpreta
tion of Lysandcr.-Agesilaus is preferred as king-suspicions which 
always remained attached to Lysander's interpretation.-Popular con
duct of Agesilans - he conciliates the ephors - his great influence at 
Sparta - his energy, combined with unscrnpulous partisanship. 
Dangerous conspiracy at Sparta -terror-striking sacrifices. - Character 
and position of the chief conspirator Kinadon - state of parties at Spar
ta - increasing number of malcontents.-Police of the ephors-infor
mation laid before them. - "Wide-spread discontent reckoned upon bv the 
con,;pirators. -Alarm of the ephors - their manreuvres for apprehend

. ing Kinadon privately.- Kinadon is seized, interrogated, and executed 
-his accomplices are arrested, and the conspiracy broken up.-Danger
ous discontent indicated at Sparta.-Procecdings of Derkyllidas and 
l'harnahazus in Asia. - Persian preparations for reviving the maritime 
war against Sparta- renewed activity of Konon. - Agesilaus is sent 
with a land-force to Asia, accompanied hy Lysander.-Large plans of 
Agcsilaus, for conquest in the interior of Asia.-General willingness of 
the Spartan allies to serve in the expedition, but refusal from Thebes, 
Corinth, and Athens. - Agesilans compares himself with Agamemnon 
-goes to ~acrifice at Aulis-is contemptuously hindered by the 'fhe
bans. -Arrival of Agesilaus at Ephesus - he concludes a fresh armistice 

, with Tissaphernes. - Arrogant behavior and overweening ascendency 
of Lysander- offensive to the army and to Agesilaus.-Agesilaus hum
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bles and degrades Lysander, who aRks to be sent 1tway. - Lysander is 
sent to command at the Hellespont - his valuable service there. - Tis
saphernes breaks the truce with Agesilaus, who makes war upon him 
and Pharnabazus-he retires for the pnqio~e of organizing a force of ca val· 
ry. -Agesilaus indifferent to money for himself, but eager in enriching 
his friends. - His humanity towards captives and deserted children. 
Spartan side of his character- exposure of naked prisoners - different 
practice of Asiatics and Greeks. - Efforts of Agesilans to train his army, 
and to procure cavalry. -Agesilaus renews the war against Tissaphcrncs, 
and gains a victory near Sardis. -Artaxerxes causes Tissaphernes to be 
put to death aml superseded by Tithraustes. -Negotiations between tho 
new satrap and Agesilaus - the satraps in Asia Minor hostile to each 
other. - Commencement of action at sea against Sparta - the Athenian 
Konon, assisted by l'crsian ships and money, commands a fleet of eighty 
sail on the coast of Karia. - Rhodes revolts from the Spartan empire
Konon captures an Egyptian corn-fleet at Hhodes.-Anxiety of the La
cedremonians -Agesilaus is appointed to command at sea as well as on 
land. - Severity of the Lacedremonians towards the Hhodian Dorieus 
contrast of the former treatment of the same man by Athens. - Senti
ment of a multitude compared with that of individuals. - Efforts of Age
silaus to augment the fleet - he names Pcisandcr admiral.- Operations 
of Agesilaus against Phamabazus. - He lays waste the residence of the 
satrap, and surprises his camp-offence given to Spithridates. - Person· 
al conference between Agesilaus and Pharnnbazus. - Friendship estab
lished between Agesilaus and the son of Pharnabazus - character of 
Agesilaus. - Promising position and lnrge preparations for Asiatic land
warfare, of Agcsilaus - he is recalled with his anny to Pcloponnesus. 
:Efforts and proceedings of Konon in command of the Persian fleet- his 
personal visit to the Persian court. - Pharnabazus is named admiral 
jointly with Konon. - Battle of Knidus - complete defeat of the Lace
dremonian fleet - death of Peisandcr the admiral.. •.....•.. , , 230-283 

CHAPTER LXXIV. 

FROM THE BATTLE OF KNIDUS TO THE REBUILDING OF TIIE LONG 

WALLS OF ATHENS. 


War in Central Greece against Sparta- called the Corinthian war. -Re
lations of Sparta with the neighboring states and with her allies after the 
accession of Agesilaus. Discontent among the allies. - Great power of 
Sparta, stretching even to Northern Greece - state of Hcrakleia. 
Growing disposition in Greece to hostility against Sparta, when she be
comes engaged in the war against Persia. - The satrap Tithraustcs sends 
an envoy with money into Greece, to light up war against Sparta- his 
success at Thebes, Corinth, and Argos. -The Persian money did not 
create hostility against Sparta, but merely brought out hostile tendencies 
Rrc-existing. Philo-Laconian sentiment of Xenophon. - "\Var between 
:Sparta and Thebes - the Boootinn war. - Acth·e operations of Sparta 
against BC£otia - Lysander is sent to act from Hernklcia on the north
ward - Pausanias conducts an army from Pcloponnesus. - The Thebans 
apply to Athens for aid - remarkable proof of the altered sentiment in 
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Greece.- Speech of the Thcban envoy at Athens. - Political feeling at 
Athens - good effects of the amnesty after the expulsion of the Thilty. 
- Unanimous vote of the Athenians to assist Thehes n,gainst Sparta.
State of the Bowtian confederacy- Orchomenus revolts and joins J,y. 
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PART II. 

CHAPTER LXIX. 

CYRUS THE YOUNGER AND THE TEN THOUS.Ai.'{D GREEKS. 

IN my last volume, I brought down the Hist-0ry of Grecian 
affairs to the close of the Peloponnesian war, including a descrip
tion of the permanent loss of imperial power, the severe temporary 
oppression, the enfranchisement and renewed democracy, which 
marked the lot of defeated Athens. The defeat of that once 
powerful city, accomplished by the Spartan confederacy,-with 
large pecuniary aid from the young Persian prince Cyrus, satrap 
of most of the Ionian seaboard, - left Sparta mistress, for the 
time, of the Grecian world. Lysander, her victorious admiral, 
employed his vast temporary p-0wer for the purpose of setting up, 
in most of the cities, Dekarchies or ruling Councils of Ten, com
posed of his own partisans ; with a Lacedremonian Harmost and 
garrison to enforce their oligarchical rule. Before I proceed, 
however, to recount, as well as it can be made out, the unexpected 
calamities thus brought up-0n the Grecian world, with their event
ual consequences, - it will be convenient t-0 introduce here the 
narrative of the Ten Thousand Greeks, with their march into the 
heart of the Persian empire and their still more celebrated Retreat. 
This incident, lying apart from the main stream of Grecian affairs, 
would form an item, strictly speaking, in Persian history rather 
than in Grecian. But its effects on the Greek mind, and upon the 
future course of Grecian affairs, were numerous and important ; 
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while as an illustration of Hellenic character and competence, 
measured against that of the contemporary Asiatics, it stands pre
eminent and full of instruction. 

This march from Sardis up to the neighborhood of Babylon, 
conducted by Cyrus the younger and undertaken for the purpose 
of placing him on the Persian throne in the room of his elder 
brother Artaxerxes J\Inemon, - was commenced about March or 
April in the year 401.B. c. It was about six months afterwards, ' 
in the month of September or October of the same year, that the 
battle of Kunaxa was fought, in which, though the Greeks were 
victorious, Cyrus himself lost his life. They were then obliged to 
commence their retreat, which occupied about one year, and ulti
mately brought them across the Bosphorus of Thrace to Byzan
tium, in October or November, 400 n. c. 

The death of king Darius Nothus, father both of Artaxerxes 
and Cyrus, occurred about the beginning of 404 n. c., a short time 
after the entire ruin of the force of Athens at .£1:gospotami. His 
reign of nineteen years, with that of his father Artaxerxes Longi
manus which lasted nearly forty years, fill up almost all the inter
val from the death of Xerxes in 465 B. c. The close of the reigns 
both of Xerxes and of his son Artaxerxes had indeed been marked 
by those phenomena of conspiracy, assassination, fratricide, and 
family tragedy, so common in the transmission of an Oriental 
sceptre. Xerxes was assassinated by the chief officer of the pa.l
ace, named Artabanus, -who had received from him at a banquet 
the order to execute his eldest son Darius, but had not fulfilled it. 
Artabanus, laying the blame of the assassination upon Darius, 
prevailed upon Artaxerxes to avenge it by slaying the latter; he 
then attempted the life of Artaxerxes himself, but failed, and was 
himself killed, after carrying on the government a few months. 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, after reigning about forty years, left the 
sceptre to his son Xerxes the second, who was slain after a few 
months by his brother Sogdianus; who again was put to death after 
seven months, by a third brother Darius Nothus mentioned above.1 

1 See Diodor. xi, 69; xii, 64-71 ; Ktesias, I'ersica, c. 29-45; Aristotcl. 
Polit. v, 14, 8. 'Jlhis last passage of Aristotle is not very clear. Compare 
.Justin, x, I. 
. For the chronology of these Persian kings, see a valuable Appendix in 
!vir. Fynes Clinton's Fasti IIellenici, App. 18, vol. ii, p. 313-316. 
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The wars between the Persian empire, and Athens us the heaJ 
of the confederacy of Delos (477-449 n. c.), have been already 
related in one of my earlier volumes. Ilut the internal history of 
the Persian empire during these reigns is scarcely at all known to 
us; except a formidable revolt of the satrap l\Iegabyzus, obscurely 
noticed in the Fragments of Ktesias.1 About 414 B. c. the Egyp
tians revolted. Their native prince· Amyrtreus maintained his 
independence,....:_ though probably in a part only, and not the whole, 
of that country,2 - and was succeeded by a native Egyptian 
dynasty for the space of sixty years. A revolt of the l\Iedes, which 
took place in 408 n. c., was put down by Darius, and subsequently 
a like revolt of the Kadusians.3 The peace concluded in 449 B. c., 
between Athens and the Persian empire, continued without open 
violation, until the ruinous catastrophe which Lefol the former 
near Syracuse, in 413 B. c. Yet there had been various commu
nications and envoys from Sparta to the Persian court, emleavoring 
to procure aid from the Great King during the early years of the 
war; communications so confused and contradictory, that Arta
xerxes (in a letter addressed to the Spartans, in 425 B. c., and 
carried by his envoy Artaphernes who was captured Ly the Athe
nians), complained of being unable to under;;tand what they meant, 
- no two Spartans telling the same story.4 It appears that Pis
sutlmes, satrap of Sardis, revolted from the Persian king, shortly 
after this period, and that Tissaphernes was sent by the Great 
King to suppress this revolt; in which having succeeded, by brib
ing the Grecian commanller of the satrap's mercenary troops, he 
was rewarded by the possession of the satrapy.5 "\Vc find Tissa

1 Ktesias, Pcrsica, c. 38-40. 
2 See the Appendix of l\Ir. Fynes Clinton, mentioned in the preceding 

note, p. 317. 
There were some Egyptian troops in the army of Artaxerxes at the bat

tle of Kunaxa; on the other hand, there were other Egyptians in a state 
of pronounced revolt. Compare two passages of Xenophon's Anabasis, i, 
8, 9; ii, 5, 13; Diodor. xiii, 46; and the Dissertation of F. Ley, Fata et 
Conditio JEgypti sub imperio Persarum, p. 20-56 (Cologne, 1830). 

3 Xcn. Hellen. i, 2, 19; ii, l, 13. 
·• Thucyd. iv, 50. '/!'o.Uwv yup t;\1%vTt.JV 11'pta/3fov ovoiva TaVTU Uyttv. 
This incompetence, or duplicity, on the part of the Spartan envoys, helps 

to explain the facility with which Alkibiades duped them at Athens (Thu
cyd. v, 45). See above, in this History, Vol. VII. ch. lv, p. 47. 

• Ktesias, Persic. c. 52. 
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phernes satrap in the year 413 n. c., commencing operations, 
jointly with the Spartans, for detaching the Asiatic allies from 
Athens, after her reverses in Sicily ; and employing the Spartans 
successfully against Amorges, the revolted son of Pissuthnes, who 
occupied the strong maritime town of Iasus.l 

The increased vigor of Persian operations against Athens, after 
Cyrus, the younger son of Darius Nothus, caine down to the Ionic 
coast in 407 n. c., has been recounted in my preceding volume ; 
together with the complete prostration of Athenian power, accom
plished during the ensuing three years. Residing at Sardis and 
placed in active cooperation with Greeks, this ambitious and ener
getic young prince soon becaine penetrated with their superior 
military and political efficiency, as compared with the native Asi
atics. For the abilities and character of Lysander, the Pelopon
nesian admiral, he contracted so much admiration, that, when 
summoned to court during the last illness of his father Darius in 
405 B. c., he even confided to that officer the whole of his tribute 
and treasure, to be administered in furtherance of the war ;2 which 
during his absence was brought to a victorious close. 

Cyrus, born after the accession of his father to the throne, was 
not more than eighteen years of age when first sent down to Sardis 
(in 407 B. c.) as satrap of Lydia, Phrygia, and Kappadokia, and 
as commander of that Persian military division which mustered at 
the plain of KastOlus ; a command not including the Ionic Greeks 
on the seaboard, who were under the satrapy of Tissaphernes.3 
"\Ve cannot place much confidence in the account which Xenophon 
gives of his education ; that he had been brought up with his 
brother and many noble Persian youths in the royal palace, 
under the strictest discipline and restraint, enforcing modest habits, 
with the reciprocal duties of obedience and command, upon all of 
them, and upon him with peculiar success.4 It is contradicted by 
all the realities which we read about the Persian court, and is a 
patch of Grecian rather than of Oriental sentiment, better suited 
to the romance of the Cyropredia that to the history of the Anab
asis. But in the Persian accomplishments of horsemanship, 

1 Thucyd. viii, 28. See Vol. VII, ch. lxi, p. 389 of this History. 
• Xen. Hellen. ii, I, 14. Compare Xen. <Econom. iv, 20. 
3 Xen. Anab. i, I, 2 ; i, 9, 7; Xcn. Hellen. i, 4, 3. 
• Xen. Anab. i, 9, 3-5. Compare Cyropreilia, i, 2, 4-6; viii, I, 16, et~. 
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mastery of the bow and of the javelin, bravery in the field, daring 
as well as endurance in hunting wild beasts, and power of drinking 
much wine without being intoxicated, - Cyrus stood preeminent ; 
and especially so when compared with his elder brother Arta
xerxes, who was at least unwarlike, if not lazy and timid.I And 
although the peculiar virtue of the Hellenic citizen, - competence 
for alternate command and obedience, - formed no part of the 
character of Cyrus, yet it appears that Hellenic affairs and ideas 
became early impressed upon his mind; insomuch that on first 
coming down to Sardis as satrap, he brought down with him strong 
interest for the Peloponnesian cause, and strenuous antipathy 
to that ancient enemy by whom the Persian arms had been so 
signally humbled and repressed. How zealously he cooperated 
with Lysander and the Peloponnesians in putting down Athens, 
has been shown in my last preceding volume.2 

An energetic and ambitious youth like Cyrus, having once learnt 
from personal experience to appreciate the Gre~ks, was not slow 
in divining the value of such auxiliaries as instruments of power 
to himself. To cooperate effectively in the war, it was necessary 
that he should act to a certain extent upon Grecian ideas, and 
conciliate the good will of the Ionic Greeks ; so that he came to 
combine the imperious and unsparing despotism of a Persia:q_ 
prince, with something of the regularity and system belonging to a 
Grecian administrator. Though younger than Artaxerxes, he 
seems to have calculated from the first upon succeeding to the 
Persian crown at the death of his father. So undetermined was 
the law of succession in the Persian royal family, and so constant 
the dispute and fratricide on each vacancy of the throne, that such 
ambitious schemes would appear feasible to a young man of much 
less ardor than Cyrus. l\foreover he was the favorite son of queen 
Parysatis,3 who greatly preferred him to his elder brother Arta
xerxes. He was born after the accession of Darius to the throne, 
while Artaxerxes had been born prior to that event ; and, as this 
latter consideration had been employed seventy years earlier by 

1 Plutarch, Artaxcrx. c. 2-6 ; Xen. Anab. ut sup. 
•See Vol. VIII. ch. lxiv, p. 135. 
3 Darius had had thirteen children by Parysatis; but all except .Arta· 

xerxes and Cyrus died y.oung. Ktesias asserts that he heard this state· 
mcnt from Parysatis herself (Ktesias, Persica, c. 49). 
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queen Atossal in determining her husband Darius son of H ystaspes 
to declare (even during his lifetime) her son Xerxes as his in
tended successor, to the exclusion of an elder son by a different 
wife, and born before his accession, - so Cyrus, perhaps, antici
pated the like effective preference to himself from the solicitations 
of Parysatis. Probably his hopes were farther inflamed by the 
fact that he bore the name of the great founder of the monarchy; 
whose memory every Persian reverenced. How completely he 
reckoned on becoming king, is shown by a cruel act performed 
about the early part of 405 B. c. It was required as a part of 
Persian etiquette that every man who came into the presence of 
the king should immerse his hands in certain pockets or large 
sleeves, which rendered them for the moment inapplicable to 
active use; but such deference was shown to no one except the 
king. Two first cousins of Cyrus, - sons of Ilieramenes, (seem
ingly one of the satraps or high Persian dignitaries in Asia l\Ii
nor), by a sister of Darius,-appeared in his presence without 
thus concealing their hands; 2 upon which Cyrus ordered them both 
to be put to death. The father and mother preferred bitter com
plaints of this atrocity to Darius; who was induced to send for 
Cyrus to visit him in J\Iedia, on the ground, not at all fictitious, 
that his own health was rapidly declining. 

If Cyrus expected to succeed to the crown, it was important 
that he should be on the spot when his father died. He accord
ingly went up from Sardis to :Media, along with his body guard of 
three hundred Greeks, under the Arcadian Xenias ; who were so 
highly remunerated for this distant march, that the rate of pay was 
long celebrated.3 Ile also took with him Tissaphernes as an osten
sible friend; though there seems to have been a real enmity be
tween them. Not long after his arrival, Darius died; but without 
complying with the request of Parysatis that he should declare in 

1 IIcrodot. vii, 4. 2 Xen. Hellen. ii, I, 8, 9; Thucyd. viii, 58. 
Compnre Xcn. Cyropred. viii, 3, 10; and Lucian, Navigium sen Vota, c. 

30, vol. iii, p. 267, ed. Hemsterhuys with Dn Soul's note. 
It is remarkahle that, in this passage of the l!cllcnica, either Xenophon, 

or the copyist, makes the mistake of calling Xerxes (instead of Artaxerxes) 
father of Darius. Some of the eclitors, without any authority from l\1SS., 
wish to alter the text from Etp;ov to 'Apra';i:p;ov. 

3 Xen. Anab. i, 4, 12. 
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favor of Cyrus as his successor. Accordingly Artaxerxes, being 
proclaimed king, went to Pasargadre, the religious capital of the 
Persians, to perform the customary solemnities. Thus disap
pointed, Cyrus was farther accused by Tissaphcrnes of conspiring 
the death of his brother; who caused him to be seized, and was 
even on the point of putting him to death, when the all-powerful 
intercession of Parysatis saved his life.I He was sent down to his 
former satrapy at Sardis, whither he returned with insupportable 
feelings of anger and wounded pride, and with a determined reso
lution to leave nothing untried for the purpose of dethroning his 
brother. This statement, given to us by Xenophon, represents 
doubtless the story of Cyrus and his friends, current among the 
Cyreian army. Dut if ·we look at the probabilities of the case, we 
shall be led to suspect that the charge of Tissaphernes may well 
have been tru~ and the conspiracy of the disappointed Cyrus 
against his brother, a reality instead of a fiction.2 

The moment when Cyrus returned to Sardis was highly favor
able to his plans and preparations. The long war had just been 
concludcJ by the capture of Athens anJ the extinction of her 
power. Many Greeks, after having acquired military tastes and 
habits, were now thrown out of employment; many others were 
driven into exile, by the establishment of the Lysandrian De
karchies throughout all the cities at once. Hence competent 
recruits, for a well-paid service like that of Cyrus, were now unu
sually abundant. Having already a certain number of Greek 
mercenaries, distributed throughout the various gaITisons in his 
Fairapy, he directeJ the officers in command to strengthen their 
garrisons by as many aclditional Peloponnesian soldiers as they 
coulJ obtain. His pretext was, - first, defence against Tissa
phernes, with whom, since the denunciation by the latter, he was 
at open war, - next, protection of the Ionic cities on the seaboard, 
who had been hitherto comprised under the government of Tissa
pherncs, but had now revolted of their ovm accord, since the en
mity of Cyrus against him haJ been declared. 1\Iiletus alone had 
been prevented from executing thia resolution, for Tissaphernes, 
reinforcing his garrison in that place, had adopted violent meas
ures of repression, killing or bani~hing several of the leading men. 

1 Xen. Anab. i, I, 4. 2 So it is presented by J nstin, v, 11. 
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Cyrus, receiving these exiled 1\Iilesians with every demonstration 
of sympathy, immediately got together both an army and a fleet, 
under the Egyptian Tamos,1 to besiege l\Iiletus by land and sea. 
He at the same time transmitted to court the regular tribute due 
from these maritime cities, and attempted, through the interest of 
his mother Parysatis, to procure that they should be transferred 
from Tissaphernes to himself. Hence the Great King was deluded 
into a belief that the new levies of Cyrus were only intended for 
private war between him and Tissaphernes; an event not uncom
mon between two neighboring satraps. Nor was it displeasing to 
the court that a suspected prince should be thus occupied at a dis
tance.~ 

Besides the army thus collected around l\Iiletus, Cyrus found 
means to keep other troops within his call, though at a dis
tance and unsuspected. A Lacedremonian officer named Klear
clms, of considerable military ability and experience, presented 
himself as an exile at Sardis. He appears to have been ban
ished, (as far as we can judge amidst contradictory statements,) 
for gross abuse of authority, and extreme tyranny, as Lacedre
monian Harmost at Byzantium, and even for having tried to 
maintain himself in that place after the Ephors had formally dis
missed him. The known efficiency, and restless warlike appetite 
of Klearchus,3 procured for him the confidence of Cyrus, who gave 
him the large sum of ten thousand Dari.cs, (about £7600), which 
he employed in levying an army of mercenary Greeks for the 
defence of the Grecian cities in the Chersonese against the Thra
cian tribes in their neighborhood ; thus maintaining the troops until 

1 Xen. Anab. i, 1, 6; i, 4, 2. 

I Xen. Anab. i, I, 7, 8, Ciare oMl:v i;xfhro (the king) avrwv 'Tro"Aeµovvrc.JV. 

3 Xen. Anab. i, I, 9; ii, 6, 3. The statements here contained do not 


ngree with Diodor. xiv, 12; while both of them differ from Isokrates (Orat. 
viii, De Pace, s. 121; Or. xii, Panath. s. 111), and Plutarch, Artaxerxes, 
c. 6. 

I follow partially the narrative of Diodorus, so for as to suppose that the 
tyranny which he mentions was committed by Klearchus as Harmost of 
Byzantium. "\Ve know that there was a Lacedremonian Harmost in that 
town, named as soon as the town was taken, by Lysander, after the battle of 
lEgospotami (Xen. liellen. ii, 2, 2). This was towards the end of 405 n.c. 
We know farther, from the Anabasis. that IGeancler was liarmost there in 
400 n. c. Klcarchus may have been IIarmost there in 404 n. c. 

http:Tro"Ae�ovvrc.JV
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they were required by Cyrus. Again, Aristippus and 1Uenon, -
Thessalians of the great family of the Aleua<lre at Larissa, who 
had maintained their tie of personal hospitality with the Persian 
royal family ever since the time of Xerxes, and were now in con
nection with Cyrus,1 - received from him funds to maintain a force 
of two thousand mercenaries for their political purposes in Thessaly, 
subject to his call whenever he should require them. Other 
Greeks, too, who had probably contracted similar ties of hospitality 
with Cyrus by service during the late war,-Proxenus, a Breo
tian ; Agias and Sophu;netus, Arcadians ; Sokrates, an Achrean, 
etc., - were also empowered by him to collect mercenary soldiers. 
His pretended objects were, partly the siege of J\Iiletus; partly 
an ostensible expedition against the I>i8idians, - warlike and pre
datory mountaineers who did much mischief from their fastnesses 
in the south-east of Asia Minor. 

Besides these unavowe<l Grecian levies, Cyrus sent envoys to 
the Lacedremonians to invoke their aid, in requital for the stren
uous manner in which he had seconded their operations against 
Athens, - and received a favorable answer. He farther got 
together a considerable native force, taking great pains to concil
iate friends as well as to inspire confidence. "He was straight
forward and just, like a candidate for command,'' - to use the 
expression of Herodotus respecting the 1\Iedian Deiokes ; 2 main
taining order and security throughout his satrapy, and punishing 
evil doers in great numbers, with the utmost extremity of rigor ; 
of which the public roads exhibited abundant living testimony, in 
the persons of mutilated men, deprived of their hands, feet, or 
eyesight.3 But he was also exact in rewarding faithful service, 

1 Xen. Anab. i, I, 10; IIcroclot. vii, 6; ix, 1; Plato, Menon, c. 1, p. iO; 
c. 11, p. 78 c. 

2 llcrodot. i. 96. ·o oi: (DciokCs) ola µvetiµevor; upxqv, li9vr; TE Ka2 OtKator; 
fjv. 

Xenoph. Hellen. iii, 1, 1; Diodor. xiv, 19. 
3 Xen. Anab. 1, 9, 8. IToi\).uKtr; o' l&iv i/v 1\va rU.r; <1TEt{3oµ€var; oooi!r;, 1<a? 

1!"00.;,V Kal ;t'tlpwv Kai o<jn'Ja/.µi:JIJ <!'tepovµevovr; uv"1ptJtrovr;. 
For other samples of mutilation inflictccl by Persians, not merely on mal

efactors, hut on prisoners by wholesale, see Quintus Curtius, v. 5, 6. Alex
nndcr the Great was approaching near to Pcrsepolis, "quum miserabilo 
agmen, inter pauca fortnn::c exempla memorandum, regi occurrit. Captivi 
crant Grreci ad quatuor millia fore, quos Persre vario suppliciornm modo 

1* 
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both civil and military. He not only made various expeditions 
against the hostile 1\Iysians and Pisidians, but was forward fa 
exposing his own person, and munificent, rewarding the zeal of all 
soldiers who distinguished themselves. He attached men to his 
person both by a winning demeanor and by seasonable gifts. .As 
it was the uniform custom, (and is still the custom in the East), 
for every one who approached Cyrus to come with a present in 
his hand,I so he usually gave away again these presents 3R marks 
of distinction to others. Hence he not only acquired the attach
ment of all in his own service, but also of those Persians whom 
Artaxerxes sent down on various pretences for the purpose of 
observing his motions. Of these emiilsarics from Susa, some were 
even sent to obstruct and enfeeble him. It was under such orders 
that a Persian named Orontes, governor of Sardis, acted, in levy
ing open war against Cyrus ; who twice subdued him, and twice 
pardoned him, on solemn assurance of fidelity for the future.'! In 
all agreements, even with avowed enemies, Cyrus kept faith ex
actly ; so that his word was trusted by every one. 

Of such virtues, (rare in an Oriental ruler, either ancient or 

affecernnt. Alios pedibus, quosdam manibus auribusque, amputatis, inus
tisquo barbararnm literarum notis, in longum sui ludibrium rcservaverant," 
etc. Compare Diodorus, xvii, 69 ; and the prodigious tales of cruelty re
counted in IIerodot. ix, 112; Ktesias, Pcrsic. c. 54-59; Plutarch, Artaxerx. 
c. 14, 16, 17. 

It is not unworthy of remark, that while there was nothing in which the 
Persian rulers displayed greater invention than in exaggerating bodily suf
fering upon a. malefactor or an enemy, - at Athens, whenever any man 
was put to death by public sentence, the execution took place within the 
prison by administering a cup of hemlock, without even public exposure. 
It was tho minimum of pain, as well as the minimum of indignity; as any 
one may see who reads the account of the death of Sokratcs, given by Plato 
at the end of the Phredon. 

It is certain, that, on the whole, the public sentiment in England is more 
humane now than it was in that day at Athens. Yet an Athenian public 
conld not have borne the sight of a citizen publicly hanged or beheaded in 
the market-place. Much less could they have borne the sight of the pro
longed tortures inflicted on Damiens at Paris in 1757 (a fair para!lel to tho 
Persian u1e6.~evut~ described in Plutarch, Artaxerx. c. 16), in the presence 
of an immense crowd of spectators, when every window commanding a 
view of the Place do Greve was let at a high price, and filled by the best 
company in Paris. 

1 Xcn. Anab. i, 9, 13. 1 Xen. Anab. i, 61 6. 
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modern,) - and of such secret preparations, - Cyrus sought to 
reap the fruits at the beginning of 401 B. c. Xenias, his general 
at home, brought together all the garrisons, leaving a bare suffi
ciency for defence of the towns. Klearchus, 1\Ienon, and the other 
Greek generals were recalled, and the siege of 1\Iiletus was relin
quished; so that there was concentrated at Sardis a body of seven 
thousand seven hundred Grecian hoplitcs, with five hundred light 
armed.l Others aftenvards joined on the march, and there was, be
sides, a native army of about one hundred thousand men. With such 
means Cyrus set forth, (1\Iarch or April, 401 B. c.), from Sardis. 
His real purpose was kept secret; his ostensible .purpose, as pro
claimed and understood by every one except himself and Klearchus, 
was to conquer and root out the Pisidian mountaineers. A joint 
Lacec:kmonian and Persian fleet, under the Lacedremonian admi
ral Samius, at the same time coasted round the south of Asia 1\Iinor, 
in order to lend cooperation from the sea-side.2 This Lacedremonian 
cooperation passed for a private levy effected by Cyrus himself; for 
the ephors would not formally avow hostility against the Great 
King.3 

The body of Greeks, immortalized under the name of the Ten 
Thousand, who were thus preparing to plunge into so many unex
pected perils, - though embarking on a foreign mercenary service, 
were by no means outcasts, or even men of extreme poverty. 
They were for the most part persons of established position, and 
not a few even opulent. Half of them were Acadians or 
Achreans. 

Such was the reputation of Cyrus for honorable and munificent 
dealing, that many young men of good family had run away from 
their fathers and mothers ; others of mature age had been tempted 
to leave their wives and children; and there were even some who 
had embarked their own money in advance of outfit for other 
poorer men, as well as for themselves. 4 All calculated on a year's 

1 Xen. Anab. i, 2, 2-3 • Xen. Hellen. iii, I, I. 3 Diodor. xiv, 21. 
4 Xen. Anab. vi, 4, 8. Twv yup urparu.Jrwv ol n~.rforot ~uav ov unavet 

{3iov lK1r£1rA£VKOT£~ i:n2 Tavr71v ri)v µirn'lorpopuv, UAM ri)v Kvpov aperi)v Uf(OV
ovur, ol µev Ka2 uvopar uyovur, ol oe Ka2 npouavel.1.Jf(OT£> xp~µara, !(al TOV
'Tl.JV lrepot ano<ltopaKOTE> naripar Kat µ71rf:pa>, o[ oe tcal Tetcva 1caraAt1rOVTer, 
wr xp~µara avroir KTT/<1llfl£VUt i);ovur 'll'UAtv, UKOVoVTE> tcal TOV> UAAOV!;" rovr 
.,,.apil Ki·p't' noUU. 1ea£ ayat9U. nparreiv. Towvrot ovv llvrer, l11"6'8ovv elr 
'TQV 'Eyyaoa uwi;eu-8at. Compare v. 10, IO. 
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campaign in Pisiclia; which might perhaps be har<l, but would 
certainly be lucrative, and woulcl enable them to return with a 
well-furnishecl purse. So the Greek commanders at Sardis all 
confidently assured them ; extolling, with the emphasis and elo
quence suitable to recruiting officers, both the liberality of Cyrusl 
and the abundant promise of all men of enterprise. 

Among others, the Bmotian Proxenus ·wrote to his friend Xen
ophon, at Athens, pressing him strongly to come to Sardis, and 
offering to present him to Cyrus, whom he, (Proxenus,) considered 
as a better friend to him than his own country; 2 " a striking evi
dence of the manner in which such foreign mercenary service 
overlaid Grecian patriotism, which we shall recognize more and 
more as we advance forward. This able and accomplished Athe
nian, - entitled to respectful gratitude, not indeed from Athens 
his country, but from the Cyreian arn1y and the intellectual world 
generally, - was one of the cla~s of Knights or Horsemen, and 
is said to have served in that capacity at the battle of Delium.3 
Of his previous life we know little or nothing, except that he was 
an attached friend and diligent hearer of Sokrates ; the memorials 
of whose conversation we chiefly derive from his pen, as we also 
derive the narrative of the Cyreian march. In my last preceding 
chapter on Sokrates, I have made ample use of the l\Iemorabilia 
of Xenophon; and I am now about to draw from his Anabasis (a 
model of perspicuous and interesting narrative) the account of the 
adventures of the Cyreian army, which we are fortunate in know
ing from so authentic a source. 

1 Compare similar praises of Ptolemy Philadclphus, in orcler to attract 
Greek mercenaries from Sicily to Egypt (Theokrit. xiv, 50-59). 

• Xen. Anab. iii, I, 4. 'Ymo-;rveZro oe avri;J (Proxenus to Xenophon) el 
lA-&ot, <j>iAov K VP'fl 'lrOl~!JflV. ov avroi; l</>11 Kpllr7CJfovrifi voµi;elv 71/t; 'lrGTpt
doi;. 

3 Strabo, ix, p. 403. The story that Sokrates carried off Xenophon, 
wouncled and thrown from his horse, on his shoulders, and thus saved his 
lifc,-scems too doubtful to enter into the narrath·e. 

Among the proofs that Xenophon was among the Horsemen or 'Irrrrei.i; of 
Athens, we may remark, not only his own strong interest, and great skill 
in horsemanship, in the cavalry service and the duties of its commander, 
and in all that relates to horses, as manifested in his published works,- but 
also the fact, that his sou Gryllus served afterwards among the Athenian 
horsemen at the com hat of cavalry which prcccclcd the great hattle of l\fan
tineia (Diogcn. Lnert. ii, 54). 
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On receiving the invitation from Proxenus, Xenophon felt much 
inclined to comply. To a member of that class of Knights, which 
three years before had been the mainstay of the atrocities of the 
Thirty, (how far he was personally concerned, we cannot say,) it 
is probable that residence in Athens was in those times not pecu
liarly agreeable to him. He asked the opinion of Sokrates; who, 
apprehensive lest service under Cyrus, the bitter enemy of Athens, 
might expose him to unpopularity with his countrymen, recom
mended an application to the Dclphian oracle. Thither Xenophon 
went; but in truth he had already made up his mind beforehand. 
So that instead of asking, " whether he ought to go or refuse, 
he simply put the question, "To which of the gods must I sacri
fice, in order to obtain safety and success in a journey which I am 
now meditating ? " The reply of the oracle, -indicating Zeus 
Basilcus as the god to whom sacrifice was proper, - was brought 
back by Xenophon; upon which Sokratcs, though displeased that 
the question had not been fairly put as to the whole project, never
theless advised, since an answer had now been given, that it 
should be literally obeyed. Accordingly Xenophon, having offered 
the sacrifices prescribed, took his departure first to Ephesus and 
thence to Sardis, where he found the army about to set forth. 
Proxenus presented him to Cyrus, who entreated him earnestly 
to take service, promising to dismiss him as soon as the campaign 
against the Pisidians should be finished.I Ile was thus induced 
to stay, yet only as a volunteer or friend of Proxenus, without 
accepting any special post in the army, either as officer or soldier. 
There is no reason to believe that his service under Cyrus had 
actually the effect apprehended by Sokrates, of rendering him 
unpopular at Athens. For though he was afterwards bani8hcd, 
this sentence was not passed against him until after the battle of 
Koroneia in 394 n. c., where he was in arms as a conspicuous 
officer under Agesilaus, against his own countrymen and their 
Theban allies, - nor need we look farther back for the grounds 
of the sentence. 

Though Artaxerxes, entertaining general suspicions of his bro
ther's ambitious views, had sent down various persons to watch 
him, yet Cyrus had contrived to gain or neutralize these spies, and 

1 Xcn. Anab. iii, I, 4-9; "· 9, 22-24. 
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had masked his preparations so skilfully, that no intimation was 
conveyed to Susa until the march was about to commence. It 
was only then that Tissaphernes, seeing the siege of l\Iiletus re
linquished, and the vast force mustering at Sardis, divined that 
something more was meant than the mere conquest of Pisidian 
freebooters, and went up in person to warn the king; who began 
his preparations forthwith.I That which Tissaphernes had divined 
was yet a secret to every man in the army, to Proxenus as well 
as the rest,- when Cyrus, having confided the provisional man
agement of his satrapy to some Persian kinsmen, and to his admi
ral the Egyptian Tamos, commenced his march in a south-easterly 
direction from Sardis, through Lydia and Phrygia.2 Three days' 
march, a distance stated at twenty-two parasangs,a brought him to 

1 Xen. Anah. i, 2, 4 ; ii, 3, 19. 
Diodorus (xiv, 11) citing from Ephorus affirms that the first revelation 

to Artaxerxes was mado by Pharnabazus, who had learnt it from the acute
ness of the Athenian exile Alkibiades. That the latter should have had 
any concern in it, appears improbable. But Diodorus on more than one 
occasion, confounds Phamabazus and Tissaphemes. 

1 Diodor. xiv, 19. 
3 The parasang was a Persian measurement of length, but according to 

Strabo, not of uniform value in all parts of Asia; in some parts, held cqniv
alent to thirty stadia, in others to forty, in others to sixty (Strabo, xi, p. 518; 
Forbiger, Handbuch der Alten Geograph. vol. i, p. 555). This variability 
of meaning is no way extraordinary, when we recollect the difference be
tween English, Irish, and German miles, etc. 

Ilerodotus tells us distinctly what he meant by a parasang, and what the 
Persian government of his day recognized as such in their measurement of 
the great road from Sardis to Susa, as well as in their measurements of 
territory for purposes of tribute (Herod. v, 53 ; vi, 43). It was thirty 
Greek stadia= nearly three and a half English miles, or nearly three geo
graphical miles. The distance between every two successive stations, on 
the road from Sardis to Susa, (which was "all inhabited and all secure," 
Oiu oi1uoµ€v71r Te atratra 1eal a11\b0Aior), would seem to have been measured 
and marked in parasangs and fractions of a parasang. It seems probable, 
from the account which Herodotus gives of the march of Xerxes (vii, 26), 
that this road passed from Kappndokia and across the river Halys, through 
Kelamre and Kolossre to Sardis ; and therefore that the road which Cyrus 
took for his march, from Sardis at least as far as Kclreure, must have been 
so measured and marked. 

Xenophon also in his summing up of the route, (ii, 2, 6; vii, 8, 26) im
plies the parasang as equivalent to thirty stadia, while he gives for the 
most part, each day's journey measured in parasangs. Now even at tho 
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the l\Ireander; one additional march of eight parasangs, after 
crossing that river, forwarded him to Kolossm, a flourishing city 

outset of the march, we have no reason to believe that there was any official 
measurer of road-progress accompanying the army, like Breton, on1//ian
cr~~ 'At.e;uvopov, in Alexander's invasion; sec Athcnrous, x, p. 442, and 
Geier, Alcxandri Magni Ilistor. Scriptt. p. 357. Yet Xenophon, through· 
out the whole march, even as far as Trebizoml, states the day's march of 
the army in parasangs; not merely in Asia l\Iinor, where there were roads, 
but through the Arabian desert between Thapsakus and Pylro, -through 
the snows of Armenia, - and through the territory of the barbarous Chaly
bes. Ile tells us that in the desert of Arabia they marched ninety parasangs 
in thirteen days, or very nearly seven parasangs per day, -and that too 
under the extreme heat of summer. He tells us, farther, that in the deep 
snows of Armenia, and in the extremity of winter, they marched fifteen 
parasangs in three days; and through the territory (also covered with snow) 
of the pugnacious Chalybes, fifty parasangs in seven days, or more than 
seven parasangs per day. Such marches, at thirty stadia for tho parasang, 
are impossible. And how cfal Xenophon measure the distance marched 
over1 • 

The most intelligent modem investigators and travellers, - Major Ren
nell, Mr. Ainsworth, Mr. Hamilton, Colonel Chesney, Professor Koch, etc., 
offer no satisfactory solution of the difficulty. Major Rennell reckons the 
parasangs as equal to 2.25 gcogr. miles ; l'tir. Ainsworth at three gcogr. 
miles; Mr. Hamilton (travels in Asia l\Iinor, c. 42, p. 200); at something 
less than two and a half geogr. miles; Colonel Chesney (Euphrat. and Ti
gris, ch. 8, p. 207) at 2.608 geogr. miles between Sardis and Thapsakus 
at 1.98 geogr. miles, between Thapsakus and Kunaxa,-at something less 
than this, without specifying how much, during the retreat. It is evident 
that there is no certain basis to proceed upon, even for the earlier portion of 
the route; much more, for the retreat. The distance between Ikonium and 
Dana (or Tyana), is one of the quantities on which Mr. Hamilton rests his 
e111culation ; but we arc' by no means certain that C)TUS took the direct 
route of march; he rather seems to have turned out of his way, partly to 
plunder Lykaonia, partly to conduct the Kilikian princess homeward. The 
other item, insisted upon by Mr. Hamilton, is the distance between Kclrenre 
and Kolossre, two places the site of which seems well ascertained, and 

. which are by the best modem maps, fifty-two geographical miles apart. 
Xenophon calls the distance twenty parasangs. Assuming the road by 
which he marched to have been the same with that now travelled, it would 
make tho parasang of Xenophon= 2.6 geographical miles. I have before 
remarked that the road between Kolossre and Kelronre was probably measured 
and numbered according to parasangs; so that Xenophon, in giving the 
number of parasangs between these two places, would be speaking upon 
official authority. 

Even a century and a half afterwards, the geographer Eratosthenes found 
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in Phrygia, where 1\Ienon overtook him with a reinforcement of 
one thousand hop lites, and five hundred peltasts, - Dolopes, .1Eni
anes, and Olynthians. Ile then marched three <lays onward to 
Kelreme, another Phrygian city, "great and flourishing," with a 
citadel very strong both by nature and art. Here he halted no 
less than thirty days, in order to await the arrival of Klcarchus, 
with his division of one thousand hoplites, eight hundred Thracian 
pcltasts, and two hundred Kretan bowmen ; at the same time So
I'hrenctus arrived with one thousand farther hoplites, and Sosias 
with three hundred. This total of Greeks was reviewed by 

it not possible to obtain accurate measurements, in much of the country 
traversed by Cyrus (Strabo, ii, p. 73.) 

Colonel Chesney remarks, - "From Sardis to Cunaxa, or the mounds of 
Mohammed, cannot be much under or over twelve hundred and sixty-five 
geographical miles; making 2.364 geographical miles for each of the five 
hundred.and thirty-five parasangs given by Xenophon between those two 
places." 

As a measure of distance, the parasang of Xenophon is evidently untrust
worthy. Is it admissible to consider, in the description of this march, that 
the parasangs and stadia of Xenophon are measurements rather of time 
than of ~pace 1 From Sardis to Kelrenre, he had a measured road and 
numbered parasangs of distance ; it is probable that the same mensuration 
and numeration continued for four days farther, as far as Keramon-Agora, 
(since I imagine that the road from Kclrenre to the IIalys and Kappadokia 
must have gone through these two places,) - and possibly it may have con
tinued even as far as Ikonium or Dana. Hence, by these early marches, 
Xenophon hacl the opportunity of forming to himself roughly an iclea of 
the time (measured by the course of the sun) which it took for the army to 
mnrch one, two, or three parasangs; and when he came to the ulterior por
tions of the road, he called that length ef time by t"he name of one, two, or 
three parasangs. Five parasangs seem to have meant with him a full day's 
march; three or four, a short day; six, seven, or eight, a long, or very long 
day. 

\Ye must recollect that the Greeks in the time of Xenophon had no port
able means of measuring hours, and did not habitually divide the day into 
honrs, or into any other recognized fraction. The Alexandrine astrono
mers, near two centuries afterwards, were the first to use wpTJ in the sense 
of hour (Idcler, Handbueh der Chronologie, vol. i, p. 239.) 

This may perhaps help to explain Xenophon's meaning, when he talks 
about marching five or seven parasangs amidst the deep snows of Armenia; 
I do not howe\·er suppose that he had this meaning uniformly or steadily 
present to his mind. Sometimes, it would seem, he must luwc used the 
word in its usual meaning of distance. 
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Cyrus in one united body at Kelmnre ; eleven thousand hoplites 
and two thousand peltasts.1 

As far as Kelronro, his march had been directed straight towards 
Pisidia, near the borders of which territory that city is situated. 
So far, therefore, the fiction with which he started was kept up. 
But on leaving Kelrenro, he turned his march away from Pisidia, 
in a direction nearly northward; first in two days, ten parasangs, 
to the town of Peltre; next in two days farther, twelve parasangs, 
to Keramon-Agora, the last city in the district adjoining :Mysia. 
At Peltre, in a halt of three days, the Arcadian general Xenias 
celebrated the great festival of his country, the Lykrea, with its 
usual games and matches, in the presence of Cyrus. From Ke
ramon-Agora, Cyrus marched in three days the unusual distance 
of thirty parasangs,2 to a city called Kaystru-Pedion, (the plain 

1 Xen. Anab. i, 2, 8, 9. About Kelronro, Arrian, Exp. Al. i, 29, 2 ; Quint. 
Curt. iii, I, 6. ' 

' These three marches, each of ten parasangs, from Keramon-Agora to 
Kii.ystru-Pedion, - are the longest recorded in the Anabasis. It is rather 
surprising to find them so ; for there seems no motive for Cyrus to have 
hurried forward. 'Vhen he reached Kaystru-Pedion, he halted five days. 
Koch (Zug der Zehn Tausend, Leipsic, 1850, p. 19) remarks that the three 
days' march, which seem to have dropped out of Xenophon's calculation, 
comparing the items with the total, might conveniently be let in here; so 
that these thirty parasaugs should have occupied six days' march instead of 
three; five parasangs per day. The whole march which Cyrus had hitherto 
made from Sardis, including the road from Keramon-Agora to Kiiystru
Pedion, lay in the great road from Sardis to the river Ilalys, Kappadokia, 
and Susa. That road (as we sec by the March of Xerxes, llerodot. vii, 26; 
v, 52) passed through both Kel::enro and Kolossre; though this is a pro
digious departure from the straight line. At Kii.ystru-Pcdion, Cyrus seems 
to have left this great road; taking a different route, in a direction nearly 
south-cast towards Ikonium. About the point, somewhere near Synnada, 
where these different roads crossed, see Mr. Ainsworth, Trav. in the Track, 
p. 28. 

I do not share the doubts which have been raised about Xenophon's ac
curacy, in his description of the route from Sardis to Ikonium; though the 
names of several of the places which he mentions are not known to us, and 
their sites cannot be exactly identified. There is a great departure from 
the straight line of bearing. But we at the present day assign more weight 
to that circumstance than is suited to the days of Xenophon. Straight 
roads, stretching systematically over a large region of country, are not of 
that age; tho communications were probably all originally ma.de, between 

VQJ,. IX. 2oc 
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of Kiiystrus), where he halted for five days. IJere his repose 
was disturbed by the murmurs of the Greek soldiers, who hacl 
received no pay for three months, (Xenophon had before told us 
that they were mostly men who ha<l some means of their own), 
aud who now flocked around his tent to press for their arrears. So 
impoverished was Cyrus by previous disbursements, - perhaps 
abo by remissions of tribute for the purpose of popularizing him
self, - that he was utterly without money, and was obliged to put 
them off again with promises. And his march might well have 
ended here, had he not been rescued from embarrassment by the 
arrival of Epyaxa, wife of the Kilikian prince Syennesis, who 
brought to him a large sum of money, and enabled him to give to 
the Greek soldiers four months' pay at once. As to the Asiatic 
soldiers, it is probable that they received little beyond their main
tenance. 

Two enrning days of march, still through Phrygia, brought the 
army to Thymbrium; two more to Tyriamm. Each day's march 
is called five parasangs I, It was here that Cyrus, halting three 
days, passed the army in review, to gratify the Kilikian princess 
Epyaxa, who was still accompanying the march. His Asiatic 
troops were first made to march in order before him, cavalry and 
infantry in their separate divisions; after which he himself in a 
chariot, and Epyaxa in a IIarrnamaxa, (a sort of carriage or 
litter covered with an awning which opened or shut at pleasure), 
passed all along the front of the Greek line, drawn up separately. 
The hoplites were marshalled four deep, all in their best trim ; 
brazen helmets, purple tunics, grcaves or leggings, and the shieldd 
rubbed bright, just taken out of the wrappers in which they were 

one neighboring town aml another, without much reference to saving of 
distance, and with no reference to any promotion of traffic between distant 
places. 

It was just about this time that King Archelans began to "cut straight 
roads" in Macedonia,-which Thucydides seems to note as a remarkablo 
thing (ii, 100). 

1 Neither Thymbrinm, nor Tyriruum, can be identified. But it seems 
that both must have been situated on the line of road now followed by tho 
caravans from Smyrna to Konieh (Ikonium,) which line of road follows a 
direction between the mountains called Emir Dagh on the north-cast, and 
those called Sultan Dagh on the south-west (Koch, Der Zug der Zehn 
Tanscnd, p. 21, 22). 
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carried during a mere march.I Klearchus commanded on the 
left, and :Menon on the right; the other generals being distributed 
in the centre. Having completed his review along the whole 
line, and taken a station with the Kilikian princess at a certain 
distance in front of it, Cyrus sent his interpreter to the generals, 
and desired that he might see them charge. Accordingly, the 
orders were given, the spears were protende<l, the trumpets sound
ed, and the whole Greek force moved forward in battle array 
with the usual shouts. As they advanced, the pace became accel
erated, and they made straight against the victualling portion of 
the Asiatic encampment. Such was the terror occasioned by the 
sight, that all the Asiatics fled forthwith, abandoning their prop
erty, - Epyaxa herself among the first, quitting her palanquin. 
Though she had among her personal guards some Greeks from 
Aspendus, she had never before seen a Grecian army, and was 
amazed as well as terrified; much to the satisfaction of Cyrus, 
who saw in the scene an augury of his coming success.2 

1 E/;rov Oi: 'lrUVTf!: KpavrJ ;raAKU, Kat ;ttri:ivar <fotvllwv,, Kat KvrJµioar, Kal 
rur u117ric1ar hKtKatJapµivar. 

When the hoplite was on march, without expectation of an enemy, the 
shielcl seems to have been carried behind him, with his hlankct attached to 
it (see Aristoph. Aclrnrn. 1085, 1089-1149); it was s!ung by the strap round 
his neck and shoulder. Sometimes indeed he had an opportunity of reliev
ing himself from the burden, hy putting the shield in a baggage-wagon 
(Xen. Anab. i, 7, 20). The officers generally, and doubtless some soldiers, 
could command attendants to carry their shields for them (iv, 2, 20 ; Aris
toph. I, c.). 

On occasion of this review, the shields were unpacke<l, rubbed, nnd bright
ened, as before a battle (Xcn. Hell. vii, 5, 20); then fastened round the neck 
or shoulders, and held out upon the left arm, which was pa,;sed through the 
rings or straps attached to its concave or interior side. 

Hc,pecting the cases or wrappers of the shields. sec a curious stratn"'cm 
of the Syracusnn Agathoklcs (Diodor. xx, 11). The Homan soldiers 711:;0 
C'arried their shields in leathern wrappers, when on march (Plutarch, Lucull. 
c. 27). 

It is to he remarkecl that Xenophon, in enumerating the arms of the Cy· 
rniuns, does not mention breastplates; which (though sometimes worn; see 
Plntarcb, Dion. c. 30) were not usually worn by hoplitcs, who carried heavy 
Fhiclds. It is quite possible that some of the Cyreian infantry may have 
had breastplates as well as shields, since every soldier provided his own 
arms ; but Xenophon states only what was common to all. 

Grecian cavalry commonly wore a heavy breastplate, hut hml no shield. 
~ Xen. Anab. i, 2, 16-19. · 
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Three days of farther march, (called twenty parasangs in all) 
brought the army to Ikonium, (now Konieh), the extreme city of 
Phrygia; where Cyrus halted three days. He then marched for 
five days (thirty parasangs) through Lykaonia; which country, 
as being out of his own satrapy, and even hostile, he allowed the 
Greeks to plunder. Lykaonia being immediately on the borders 
of Pisidia, its inhabitants were probably reckoned as Pisidians, 
since they were of the like predatory character: l so that Cyrus 
would be partially realizing the pretended purpose of his expedi
tion. He thus, too, approached near to l\Iount Taurus, which 
separated him from Kilikia ; and he here sent the Kilikian prin
cess, together with l\Ienon and his division, over the mountain, by 
a pass shorter and more direct, but seemingly little frequented, 
and too difficult for the whole army; in order that they might 
thus get straight into Kilikia,2 in the rear of Syennesis, who wa.'! 
occupying the regular pass more to the northward. Intending 
to enter with his main body through this latter pass, Cyrus first 
proceeded through Kappadokia (four days' march, twenty-five 
parasangs) to Dana or Tyana, a flourishing city of Kappadokia; 
where he halted three days, and where he put to death two 
Persian officers, on a charge of conspiring against him.3 

This regular pass over Taurus, the celebrated Tauri-Pylre or 
Kilikian Gates, was occupied by Syennesis. Though a road fit 
for vehicles, it was yet three thousand six hundred feet above the 
level of the sea, narrow, steep, bordered by high ground on each 
side, and crossed by a wall with gates, so that it could not be 
forced if ever so moderately defended.4. But the Kilikian prince, 

1 Xen. Anab. iii, 2, 25. 
1 This shorter and more direct pass crosses the Taurus by Kizil-Ches· 

meh, Alan Bnzuk, and Mizetli ; it led directly to the Kilikian seaport-town 
Soli, afterwards called Pompeiopolis. It is laid down in the Peutinger 
Tables as the road from Iconium to Pompeiopolis (Ainsworth, p. 40 seq.; 
Chesney, Euph. and Tigr. ii, p. 209 ). 

a Xen. Anab. i, 2, 20. 
' Xen. Anab. i, 2, 21 ; Diodor. xiv, 20. See Mr. Kinneir, Travels in 

Asia Minor, p. 116; Col. Chesney, Euphrates and Tigris, vol. i, p. 293-354; 
and l\Ir. Ainsworth, Travels in the Track of the Ten Thousand, p. 40 seq.; 
also his other work, Travels in Asia Minor, vol. ii. ch. 30, p. 70-77; and 
Koch, Der Zug der Zehn Tausend, p. 2&-172, for a description of this mem· 
orable p11Ss. 



21 PASS OVER TAURUS. 

alarmed at the news that l\Ienon had already crossed the moun
tains by the less frequented pass to his rear, and that the fleet of 
Cyrus was sailing along the coast, evacuated his own impregna
ble position, and fell back to Tarsus ; from whence he again re
tired, accompanied by most of the inhabitants, to an inaccessible 
fastness on the mountains. Accordingly Cyrus, ascending with
out opposition the great pass thus abandoned, reached Tarsus 
after a march of four days, there rejoining l\Ienon and Epyax.a. 
Two lochi or companies of the division of l\Ienon, having dis
persed on their march for pillage, had been cut off by the natives; 
for which the main body of Greeks now took their revenge, 
plundering both the city and the palace of Syennesis. That prince, 
though invited by Cyrus to come back to Tarsus, at first refosed, 
but was at length prevailed upon by the persuasions of his wife, 
to return under a safe conduct. He was induced to contract an 
alliance, to exchange presents with Cyrus, and to give him a 
large sum of money towards his expedition, together with a con
tingent of troops; in return for which it was stipulated that Kilikia 
should be no farther plundered, and that the slaves taken away 
might be recovered wherever they were found.I 

It seems evident, though Xenophon does not directly tell us so, 
that the resistance of Syennesis, (this was a standing name or 
title of the hereditary princes of Kilikia under the Persian crown), 
was a mere feint; that the visit of Epyaxa with a supply of 
money to Cyrus, and the admission of l\Ienon and his division 
over l\Iount Taurus, were manccuvres in collusion with him ; and 
that, thinking Cyrus would be successful, he was disposed to sup
port his cause, yet careful at the same time to give himself the 
air of having been overpowered, in case Artaxerxes should prove 
victorious.2 

Alexander the Great, as well as Cyrus, was fortunate enough to find this 
impregnable pass abandoned; as it appears, through sheer stupidity or reck
lessness of the satrap who ought to have defended it, and who had not even 
the same excuse for abandoning it as Syennesis had on the approach of 
Cyrus (An'ian. E. A. ii. 4; Curtius, iii, 9, 10, 11). 

1 Xen. Anab. i, 2, 23-27. 
2 Diodorus (xiv, 20) represents Syennesis as playing a double game, 

though reluctantly. He takes no notice of the proceeding of Epyaxa. 
So Livy says, about the conduct of the Macedonian courtiers in regard 

to the enmity between Perseus and Demetrius, the two sons of Philip II. of 
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At first, however, it appeared as if the march of Cyrus was 
destined to finish at Tarsus, where he was obliged to remain 
twenty days. The army had already passed by Pisidia, the 
ostensible purpose of the expedition, for which the Grecian troops 
had been engaged; not one of them, either officer or soldier, 
suspecting anything to the contrary, except Klearchus, who was 
in the secret. But all now saw that they had been imposed 
upon, and found out that they were to be conducted against ihe 
Persian king. Besides the resentment at such delusion, they 
shrunk from the risk altogether; not from any fear of Persian 
armies, but from the terrors of a march of three months inward 
from the coast, and the impossibility of return, which had so 
powerfully affected the Spartan King Kleomenes,1 a century be
fore; most of them being (as I have before remarked) men of 
decent position and family in their respective cities. According· 
ly they proclaimed their clctennination to advance no farther, rui 

they had not been engaged to fight against the Great IGng.2 

Among the Grecian officers, each (Klcarchus, Proxenus, J\fe
non, Xenias, etc.) commanded his own separate division, without 
any generalissimo except Cyrus himscl£ Each of them probably 
sympathized more or less in the resentment as well as in the 
repugnance of the soldiers. But Klearclrns, an exile and a mer
cenary by profession, was doubtless prepared for this mutiny, and 
had assured Cyrus that it might be overcome. That such a man 
as Klearchns could be tolerated as a commander of free and 
non-professional soldiers, is a proof of the great susceptibility of 
the Greek hoplites for military discipline. For though he had 
great military merits, being brave, resolute, and full of resource 
in the hour of danger, provident for the subsistence of his soldiers, 
and unshrinking against fatigue and hardship, - yet his look and 
manner were harsh, his punishments were perpetual as well as 
cruel, and he neither tried nor cared to conciliate his soldiers; 
who accordingly stayed with him, and were remarkable for ex· 
actness of discipline, so long as political orders required them,

Macedon: " Crcsccntc in dies Philippi odio in Romanos, cui Perseus indul· 
geret, Demetrius summ{l ope adversaretur, prospicientes animo cxitum 
incauti a fraude fraternll ,juvenis -adjuvandwn, quodfuturwn erat, rati,faven· 
damque spem potentioris, Perse,o se adjungunt," etc. (Lh-y, xi, 5 ). 

1 See llcrodot. v. 49. 2 Xen. Anab. i, 3, I. · 
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but preferred service under other commanders, when they could 
obtain it.l Finding his orders to march forward disobeyed, Kle
archus _proceeded at once in his usual manner to enforce and 
punish. But he found resistance universal; he himself with the 
cattle who carried his baggage, was pelted when he began t9 
move forward, and narrowly escaped with his life. Thus disap
pointed in his attempt at coercion, he was compelled to convene 
the soldiers in a regular assembly, and to essay persuasion. 

On first appearing before the assep:ibled soldiers, this harsh 
and imperious officer stood for a long time silent, and even weep
ing; a remarkable point in Grecian manners, - and exceedingly 
impressive to the soldiers, who looked on him with surprise and 
in silence. At length he addressed them : " Be not astonished, 
soldiers, to see me deeply mortified. Cyrus has been my friend 
and benefactor. It was he who sheltered me as an exile, and 
gave me ten thousand Darics, which I expended not on my own 
profit or pleasure, but upon you, and in defence of Grecian inter
ests in the Chersonese against Thracian depredators. ·when Cy
rus invited me, I came to him along with you, in order to make 
him the best return in my power for his past kindness. But 
now, since you will no longer march along with me, I am under 
the necessity either of renouncing you or of breaking faith with 
him. Whether I am doing right or not, I cannot say ; but I 
shall stand by you, and share your fate. No one shall say of me 
that, having conducted Greek troops into a foreign land, I be
trayed the Greeks and chose the foreigner. You are to me 
country, friends, allies; while you are with me, I can help a 
friend, and repel an enemy. Understand me well; I shall go 
wherever you go, and partake your fortune." 2 

This speech, and the distinct declaration of Klearchus that he 
would not march forward against the King, was heard by the 
soldiers with much delight; in which those of the other Greek 
divisions sympathized, especially as none of the other Greek com
manders had yet announced a similar resolution. So strong was 
this feeling among the soldiers of Xenias and Pasion, that two 

1 Xcn. Anab. ii, 6, 5-15. 
1 Xen. Anab. i, 3, 2-7. Herc, as on other occasions, I translate the 

sense rather than the worcls. 
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thousand of them left their c.ommanders, coming over forthwith, 
with arms and baggage, to the encampment of Klearchus. 

l\Ieanwhile Cyrus himself, dismayed at the resistance encoun
tered, sent to desire an interview with Klearchus. But the latter, 
knowing well the game that he was playing, refused to obey the 
summons. He, however, at the same time despatched a secret 
message to encourage Cyrus with the assurance that everything 
would come right at last, - and to desire farther that fresh invi
tations might be sent, in order that he (Klearchus) might answer 
by fresh refusals. Ile then again convened in assembly both his 
own soldiers and those who had recently deserted Xenias to join 
him. "Soldiers,'' (said he), we must recollect that we have now 
broken with Cyrus. "\Ve are no longer his soldiers, nor he our 
paymaster; moreover, I know that he thinks we have wronged 
him, - so that I am both afraid and ashamed to go near him. 
Ile is a good friend, - but a formidable enemy; and has a power
ful force of his own, which all of you see near at hand. This is 
no time for us to slumber. "\Ve must take careful counsel whether 
to stay or go; and if we go, how to get away in safety, as well as 
to obtain provisions. I shall be glad to hear what any man has 
to suggest." 

Instead of the peremptory tone habitual with Klearchus, the 
troops found themselves now, for the first time, not merely released 
from his command, but deprived of his advice. Some soldiers 
addressed the assembly, proposing various measures suitable to 
the emergency ; but their propositions were opposed by other 
speakers, who, privately instigated by Klearchus himself, set forth 
the difficulties either of staying or departing. One among these 
secret partisans of the commander even affected to take the op
posite side, and to be.impatient for immediate departure. "If 
Klearchus does itot choose to conduct us back (said this speaker) 
let us immediately elect other generals, buy provisions, get ready 
to depart, and then send to ask Cyrus for merchant-vessel;;, - or 
at any rate for guides in our return march by land. If he re
fuses both these requests, we must put ourselves in marching 
order, to fight our way back; sending forward a detachment with
out delay to occupy the passes." Klearchus here interposed to 
say, that as for himself, it was impossible for him to continue in 
command; but he would faithfully obey any other commander 
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who might be elected. He was followed by another speaker, who 
demonstrated the absurdity of going and asking Cyrus, either for 
a guiue, or for ships, at the very moment when they were fms
trating his projects. How could he be expected to assist them 
in getting away? W110 could tmst either his ships or his guides? 
On the other hand, to depatt without his knowledge or concur
rence was impossible. The proper course woulu be to send a 
deputation to him, consisting of others along with Klearclms, to 
ask what it was that he really wanted; which no one yet knew. 
His answer to the question shoulu be reported to the meeting, in 
order that they might take their resolution accordingly. 

To this proposition. the soldiers acceded; for it was but too 
plain that retreat was no easy matter. The deputation went to 
put ihe question to Cyrus; who replied that his real purpose was 
to attack hi;i enemy Abrokomas, who was on the river Euphrates, 
twelve days' march onward. If he found Abrokomas there, he 
would punish him as he deserved. If, on the other hand, Abro
komas had fled, they might again consult what step was fit to be 
taken. 

The soldiers, on hearing this, suspected it to be a deception, 
but nevertheless acquiesced, not knowing what else to do. They 
required only al} increase of pay. Not a w.ord was said about 
the Great King, or the expedition against him. Cyrus granted 
increased pay of fifty per cent. upon the previous rate. Instead 
of one daric per month to each soldier, he agreed to give a daric 
and a half." 1 

This remarkable scene at Tarsus illustrates the character of 
the Greek citizen-soldier. What is chiefly to be noted, is, the 
appeal made to their reason and judgment, - the habit, estab
lished more or less throughout so large a portion of the Grecian 
world, and attaining its maximum at Athens, of hearing both 
sides and deciding afterwards. The soldiers are indignant, just
ly and naturally, at the framl practised upon them. But instead 
of surrendering themselves to this impulse arising out of the past, 
they are brought to look at the actualities of the present, and 
take measure of what is best to be done for the future. To 
return back from the place where they stood, against the wish of 

1 Xcn. Anab. i, 3, 16-21. 
VOL. IX. 2 
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'Cyrus, was an enterprise so full of difficulty and danger, that the 
decision to which they came was recommended by the best con
'siderations of reason. To go on was the least dang;rous course 
of the two, besides its chances of unmeasured reward. 
· As the remaining Greek officers and soldiers followed the ex
ample of Klcarchus and his division, the whole army marched 
forward from Tarsus, and reached Issus, the extreme city of Kili
'kia, in five days' march,-crossing the rivers Sarus I and Pyra
mus. At Issus, a flourishing and commercial port in the angle 
'of the Gulf so called, Cyrus was joined by his fleet of fifty tri
remes, - thirty-five Lacedremonian and twenty-five Persian tri

'remes; bringing a reinforcement of seven hundred hoplites, under 
·the command of the Lacedremonian Cheirisophus, said to have 
been despatched by the Spartan Ephors.2 He also received a 
'farther reinforcement of four hundred Grecian soldiers ; making 
·the total of Greeks in his army fourteen thousand, from which 

The breadth of the river Sams (Scihnn) is giYen by Xenophon at three 
hnndred feet; which agrees nearly with the statements of modern travellers 

·(Koch, Der Zng der Zehn Tansend, p. 34). 
· Compare, for the description of this country, Kinneir's Journey through 
Asia Minor, p. 135 ; <;::o!. Chesney, Euphrates and Tigris, ii, p. 2ll ; Mr. 
Ainsworth, Travels in the Track of tho Ten Thousand, p. 54. 

Colonel Chesney affirms that neither the Sams nor the Pyramus is ford· 
·able. There must ha Ye been bridges; which, in the then flourishing state 
of Kilikia, is by no means improbable. He and Mr. Ainsworth, however, 
differ as to the route which they suppose Cyrus to have taken bctwce~ 
Tarsus and Issus. 

Xenophon mentions nothing about the Amnnian Gutes, which nftenvards 
appear noti~ed both in Arrian (ii, 6. ii, 7) and in Strabo (xiv, p. 676). Tho 
various data of ancient history and geography about this region are by no 
means easy to reconcile; see a valuable note of Miitzel on Quintus Curtius, 
iii, 17, 7. An inspection of the best recent maps, either Colonel Chesncy's 

·or Kiepert's, clears up some of these better than any verbal description. 
_We see by these maps that Mount Amanus bifurcates into two bmnches, 
, one of them flanking the Gulf of Issus on its western, the other on its east· 
em side. There aro thus two different passes, euch called Pylro Amunidcs 

'or Amanian Gates; one having reference to tho 'Vcstern Amanus, the 
other to the Eastern. The former was crossed by Alexander, the latter by 
'Darius, before the battle of Issus; and Arrian (ii, 6; ii, 7) is equally cor· 
rect in saying of both of them that they passed the Amanian Gates; though 
both did not pass the same gates. 

'Diodor. xiv. 21. 
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are to be deducted the one hundred soldiers of l\Ienon's division, 
slain in Kilikia. 

The arrival of this last body of four hundred men was a fact 
of some imlortance. They had hitherto been in the service of 
Abrokomas (the Persian general commanding a vast force, said 
to be three hundred thousand men, for the king, in Phccnicia and 
Syria), from whom they now deserted to Cyrus. Such desertion 
was at once the proof of their reluctance to fight against the great 
body of their countrymen marching upwards, and of the general 
discouragement reigning amidst the king's army. So great, indeed, 
was that discouragement, that Abrokomas now fled from the Syrian 
coast into the interior; abandoning three defensible positions in 
succession -1. The Gates of IG!ikia and Syria. 2. The pass 
of Beilan over l\Iount Amanus. 3. The passage of the Euphra
tes. - Ile appears to have been alarmed by the easy passage 
of Cyrus from Kappadokia into Kilikia, and still more, probably, 
by the evident collusion of Syennesis with the invadcr.l 

Cyrus had expected to find the gates of Kilikia and Syria 
stoutly defended, and had provided for this emergency by bring
ing up his fleet to Issus, in order that he might be able to trans
port a division by sea to the rear of the defenders. The pass 
was at one day's march from Issus. It was a narrow road for the 
length of near half a mile, between the sea on one side and the 
steep cliff:> terminating mount Amanus on the other. The two 
entrances, on the side of Kilikia as well as on that of Syria, were 
both closed by walls and gates; midway between the two the river 
Kersus broke out from the mountains and flowed into the sea. 
No army could force this pass against defenders; but the posses
sion of the fleet doubtless enabled an assailant to turn it. Cyrus 
was ove1:joyed to find it undefondcd.2 And here we cannot but 
notice the superior ability and forethought of Cyrus as compared 
with the other Persians opposed to him. He had looked at this as 
well as at the other difficulties of his march, beforehand, and had 
provided the means of meeting them; whereas, on the king's side, 
all the numerous means and opportunities of defence are succes-

I Xen. Anab. i, 4, 3-5. 'A/3p0Kf1µac o' ob TOVTO ErrOl1jUEV &A.A.' t?rd ~Kovue 
Kvpov tv KtAtKi(I bvra, livaurpbpar lK <l>otvtK1/>, ?rapu (JauiA.fo u?rq.:lavvev, 
etc. 

1 Diodor. xiv. 

http:JauiA.fo


28 IllSTORY OF GREECE. 

sively abandoned; the Persians liave no confidence, except in vast 
numbers,- or when numbers fail, in treachery. 

Five parasangs, or one day's march from this .rass, Cyrus 
reached the Phoonician maritime town of Myriandrus; a place of 
great commerce, with its harbor full of merchantmen. "\Vhile he 
rested here seven days, his two generals Xenias and Pasion de
serted him; privately engaging a merchant vessel to carry them 
away with their property. They could not brook the wrong which 
Cyrus had done them in permitting Klcarclms to retain under his 
command those sokliers who had deserted them at Tarsus, at the 
time when the latter played off his deceitful manwuvrc. Perhaps 
the men who had thus deserted may have been unwilling to return 
to their original commanders, after having taken so offensive a step. 
·And this may partly account for the policy of Cyrus in snnctioning 
what Xcnias and Pasion could not but feel as a great wrong, in 
which a large portion of the army sympathized. The general be
lief among the soldiers was, that Cyrus would immediately despatch 
some triremes to overtake and bring back the fugitives. But in
stead of this, he summoned the remaining generals, and after com
municating to them the fact that Xenias and Pasion were gone, 
added, - "I have plenty of triremes to overtake their merchant
men if I chose, and to bring them back. But I will do no such 
thing. No on~ shall say of me, that I make use of a man while 
he is with me, - and afterwards seize, rob, or ill-use him, when he 
wishes to depart. Nay, I have their wives and children under 
guard as hostages, at Tralles ;1 but even these shall be given up to 
them, in consideration of their good behavior down to the present 
day. Let them go if they choose, with the full knowledge that 
they behave worse towards me tl1an I towards them." This beha
vior, alike judicious and conciliating, was universally admired, and 
produced the best p~ssihle effect upon the E:pirits of the army; 
imparting a confidence in Cyrus which did much to outweigh the 

1 Xen. Anab. i, 4, 6. To require the wives or children of generals in 
service, .as hostages for fidelity, appears to have been not unfrcquent with 
Persian kings. On the other hand, it was remarked as a piece of gross 
obsequiousness in the Argeian Nikostratns, who commanded the contingent 
of his countrymen serving under Artaxerxes Ochus in Egypt, that he vol
unteered to bring up his son to the king as an hostage, without being de· 
mantled (Theopompus, Frag. 135 [ed. Wichcrs] ap. Athenre. vi, p. 252). 
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prevailing discouragement, in the unknown march upon which they 
were entering.I 

At l\lyriamlrus Cyrus finally quitted the sea, sending back his 
fleet,2 and striking with his land-force eastward into the interior. 
For this purpose it was necessary first to cross mount .Aman us, by 
the pass of Ileilan; an eminently difficult road, which he was for
tunate enough to find open, though Abrokomas might easily have 
defended it, if he had ehosen.3 Four days' march brought the 
army to the Chalus (perhaps the river ofAleppo), full of fish held 
sacred by the neighboring inhabitants ; five more days, to the 
sources of the river Daradax, with the palace and park of the 
Syrian satrap Ilelesys; three days farther, to Thapsakus on the 
Euphrates. This was a great and flouricihing town, a centre of 
commerce enriched by the important ford or transit of the river 
Euphrates close to it, in latitude about 35° 40' N.4 The river, 

1 Xen. Anab. i, 4, 7-9. 2 Diodor. xiv, 21. 
3 See the remarks of Mr. Ainsworth, Travels in the Track of the Ten 

Thousand, p. 58-61 ; and other citations respecting the difficult road 
through the pass of Dcilan, in Miitzel's valuali!e notes on Quintus Curtius, 
iii, 20, 13, p. 101. 

' Neither the Chains, nor the Daradax, nor indeed the road followed by 
Cyrus in crossing Syria from the sea to the Euphrates, can be satisfactorily 
made out (Korb, Zug der Zehn Tausend, p. 36, 37). 

Respecting the situation of Thapsakus, - placed erroneously by Rennell 
lower down the river at Deir, where it stands marked even in the map an
nexed to Col. Chcsncy's Hcport on the Euphrates, and by Reichard higher 
up the river, near Bir-sec Ritter, Erdkumlc, part x, n. iii; "\Vest Asien, p. 
14-17, with the elaborate discussion, p. 972-978, in the same volume; also 
the work of Mr. Ainsworth above cited, p. iO. The situation of Thapsakus 
is correctly placed in Colonel Chesncy's last work (Enphr. and Tigr. p. 
213 ), and in the excellent map accompanying that work; though I dissent 
from his view of the march of Cyms between the pass of Ileilan and Thap· 
sakus. 

Thapsakus appears to have been the most frequented and best-known 
passage over the Euphrates, throughout the duration of the Seleukid kings, 
down to 100 n. c. It was seleetctl as a noted point, to which observations 
and calculations might be conveniently referred, by Eratosthenes and other 
geographers (sec Strabo, ii, p. i9-87). After the time when the Roman 
empire became extended to the Euphrates, the new Zeugma, higher up the 
river near Bir or Ilihrcjik (about the 37th parallel of latitude) became more 
nsed and better known, at least to the Roman writers. 

The passage at Thapsakus was in the lino of road from Palmyra to 
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when the Cyreians arrived, was four stadia, or somewhat less than 
half an English mile, in breadth. 

Cyrus remained at Thapsakus five days. Ile was now compelled 
formally to make known to his soklicrs the real object of the march, 
hitherto, in name at least, disguised. Ile accordingly sent for the 
Greek generals, and desired them to communicate publicly the fact, 
that he was on the advance to Babylon against his brother,
which to themselves, probably, had Leen for some time well known. 
Among the soldiers, however, the first announcement excited lornl 
murmurs, accompanied Ly accusation against the generals, of hav
ing betrayed them, in privity with Cyrus. But this outburst was 
very different to the strenuous repugnance which they had before 
manifested at Tarsus. Evidently they suspected, and had almost 
made up their minds to, the real truth ; so that their complaint 
was soon converted into a demand for a donation to each man, as 
soon as they should reach Babylon; as much as that which Cyrus 
had given to his Grecian detachment on going up thither before. 
Cyrus willingly promised them five minm per head (about£19 5s.), 
equal to more than a year's pay, at the rate recently stipulated of 
a daric and a half per month. He engaged to give them, besides, 
the full rate of pay until they should have been sent back to the 
Ionian coast. Such ample offers satisfied the Greeks, and served 
to eounterLalance at least, if not to efface, the terrors of that un
known region which they were about to tread. 

But before the general body of Greek soldiers had pronounced 
their formal acquiescence, l\Ienon with his separate division was 
already in the water, crossing. For l\fenon had instigated his men 
to decide separately for themselves, and to execute their decision, 
before the others l1ad given any answer. "By acting thus (said 
he) you will confer special obligation on Cyrus, and earn corre
sponding reward. If(he others follow you across, he will suppose 

ICarrhre in Northern Mesopotamia; also from Seleukeia (on the Tigris 
below Dagdad) to the other cities founded in Northern Syria by Seleukus 
Nikator and his successors, Antioch on the Orontes, Seleukeia in Picria, 
Laodikeia, Antioch ad Tam-um, etc. 

The ford at Thapsakus (says Mr. Ainsworth, p. 69, 70) "is celebrated to 
this day as the ford of the Anezch or Beduins. On the right bank of the 
Euphrates there are the remains of a paved causeway leading to the very. 
lianks _of the river, and continued on the opposite side." 



31 THEY FORD THE EUPHRATES. 

that they do so because you have set the example. If, on the 
contrary, the others should refuse, we shall all be obliged to retreat; 
but he will never forget that you, separately taken, have done all 
that you could for him." Such breach of communion, and avidity 
for separate gain, at a time when it vitally concerned all the Greek 
soldiers to act in harmony with each other, was a step suitable tO 
the selfish and treacherous character of :Menon. He gained his 
point, however, completely; for Cyrus, on learning that the Greek 
troops had actually crossed, despatched Glus the interpreter to 
express to them his warmest thanks, and to assure them that he 
would never forget the obligation ; while at the same time, he sent 
underhand large presents to Menon separately.1 Ile passed with 
his whole army immediately afterwards; no man being wet above 
the breast. 
. 'Vhat had become of Abrokomas and his army, and why did he 
not defend this passage, where Cyrus might so easily have been 
arrested? 'Ve arc tol<l that he had been there a little before, and 
that he had thought it sufficient to burn all the vessels at Thapsa
kus, in the belief that the invaders could not cross the river on foot. 
And Xenophon informs us that the Thapsakenes affirmed the Eu
phrates to have been never before fordable,-always passed by 
means of boats ; insomuch that they treated the actual low state 
of the water as a providential interposition of the gods in favor of 
Cyrus; "the river made way for him to come and take the scep
tre." When we find that Abrokomas came too late afterwards 
for the battle of Kunaxa, we shall be led to suspect that he too, 
like Syennesis in Kilikia, was playing a double game between the 
two royal brothers, and that he was content with destroying those 
vessels which formed the ordinary means of communication be
tween the banks, without taking any means to inquire whether the 
passage was practicable without them. Th~ assertion of the Thap
sakenes, in so far as it was not a mere piece of flattery to Cyrus, 
could hardly have had any other foundation than the fact, that they 
had never seen the river crossed on foot (whether practicable or 
not), so long as there were regular ferry-boats,\l 

1 Xen. Anab. i, 4, 12-18. 
2 Xcn. Anab. i, 4, 18. Compare (Plutarch, Alexand. I 7) analogous expres

sions of flattery-from the historians of Alexander affirm in..,. that the sea near 
Pamphylia providentially made way for him -fr~m the i~habitants on the. 
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After crossing the Euphrates, Cyrus proceeded, for nine days' 
march,1 southward along its left bank, until he came to its afiluent, 
the river Araxes or Chaboras, which divided Syria from AraLia. 
From the numerous and well-supplied villages there situated, he 
supplied himself with a large stock of provisions, to confront the 
desolate march through Arabia on which they were about to enter, 
following the banks of the Euphrates still further southward. It 
was now that he entered on what may be called the Desert,- an 
endless breadth or succession of undulations, "like the sea," with
out any cultivation or even any tree ; nothing but wormwood and 
various aromatic shrubs.2 Here too the astonished Greeks saw, 
for the first time, wild asses, antelopes, ostriches, bustards, some of 
which afforded sport, and occasionally food, to the horsemen who 
amused themselves by cha.'iing them; though the wild ass was 
swifter than any horse, and the ostrich altogether unapproachable. 
Five days' march brought them to KorsotG, a town which had 
been abandoned by its inhabitants, - probably, however, leaving 

banks of the Euphrates, when the river was passed by the Roman legions and 
the Pn.rthian prince Tiridates, in the reign of the Emperor Tiberius ( Taci· 
tus, Annal. vi. 37); and by Lueullus still earlier (Plutarch, Lucull. c. 24). 

The time when Cyrus crossed the Euphrates, must probably have been 
about the end of July or beginning of August. Now the period of greatest 
height, in tlrn waters of the Euphrates near this part of its course, is from 
the 21st to the 28th of l\fay; tho period when they are lowest, is about tho 
miJdle of November (see Colonel Chcsney's Report on the Euphrates, p. 5 ). 
Hennell erroneously states that they aro lowest in August and September 
(Expedit, of Xenophon, p. 277). Tho waters would thus be ut a sort of 
mean height, when Cyrus passed. 

l\'Ir. Ainsworth states that there were only twenty inches of water in tho 
ford at Thapsakus, from October 1841 to February 1842; the steamers 
Nimrod and Nitoeris then struck upon it (p. 72), though the steamers Eu
phrates and Tigris haJ 13assed over it without difficulty in the month of 
May. 

1 Xenophon gives these nine days of march as covering fifty parasangs 
(Anab. i, 4, 19). But Koch remarks that the distance is not half so great 
as that from the sea to Thapsakus ; which latter Xenophon gives at sixty
five parasangs. There is hero some confusion ; together with the usual dif
ficulty in assigning any given distance as tho equivalent of the parasang 
(Koch, Zug der Zehn Tauscnd, p. 38) . 
.· 2 See the remarkable testimony of Mr. Ainsworth, from personal obser
vation, to the accuracy of Xenophon's description of the country, even at 
the present day. 
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the provision dealers behind, as had before happened at Tarsus, in 
Kilikia ;I since the army here increased their supplies for the 
onward march. All that they could obtain was required, and was 
indeed insufficient, for the trying journey which awaited them. 
For thirteen successive days, and ninety computed parasangs, did 
they march along the left bank of the Euphrates, without provis
ions, and even without herbage except in some few places. Their 
flour was exhausted, so that the soldiers lived for some days alto
gether upon meat, while many baggage-animals perished of hunger. 
Moreover the ground was often heavy and difficult, full of hills 
and narrow valleys, requiring the personal efforts of every man to 
push the cars and waggons at particular junctures ; efforts in which 
the Persian courtiers of Cyrus, under l1is express orders, took 
zealous part, toiling in the dirt with their ornamented attire.2 
After these thirteen <lays of hardship, they reached Pylre; near 
the entrance of the cultivated territory of Babylonia, where they 
seem to have halted five or six days to rest and refresh.a There 

1 Xcn. Anab. i, 2, 24. • Xen. Anab. i, 5, 4-8. 
3 I infer that the army halted hero five or six days, from the story after· 

wards told respecting the Ambrakiot Silanus, the prophet of the army; 
who, on sacrificing, had told Cyrus that his brother would not fight for ten 
days (i, 7, 16). This sacrifice must have been offered, I imagine, during 
the halt - not during the distressing march which preceded. The ten days 
named by Silanus, expired on the fourth day after they left Pylre. 

It is in reference to this portion of the course of the Euphrates, from the 
Chaboras southward down by Anah and Ilit (the ancient Is, noticed by 
Herodotus, and still celebrated from its unexhausted supply of bitumen), 
between latitude 35~0 and 34°-that Colonel Chesney, in his Report on the 
Navigation of the l~uphrates (p. 2), has the following remarks:

"The scenery above Hit, in itself very picturesque, is greatly heightened, 
as one is carried along the current, by the frequent recurrence, at very short 
intervals, of ancient hTigating aqueducts; these beautiful specimens of art 
and durability arc attributed by the Arabs to the times of the ignorant, 
meaning (as is expressly understood) the Persians, when fire-worshippers, 
and in possession of the world. They literally cover both banks, and prove 
that the borders of the Euphrates were once thickly inhabited by a people 
far advanced indeed in the application of hydraulics to domestic purposes, 
of the first and greatest utility-the transport of water. The greater por· 
tion is now more or less in ruins, but some have been repaired, and kept up 
for use either to grind corn or to irrigate. The aqueducts are of stone, firmly 
cemented, narrowing to about two feet or twenty inches at top, placed at 

VOL. IX, 2* 8oc. 
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was on the opposite side of the river, at or near this point, a flour
ishing city named Charmande; to which many of the soldiers 

right angles to the current, and carricLl various distances towards the inte
rior, from two hundred to one thousand two hundred yards. 

"But what most concerns the subject of this memoir is, the existence of 
a parapet wall or stone rampart in the river, just above the several aque
ducts. In general, there is ono of the former attached to each of the latter 
And almost invariably, between two mills on the opposite banks, one of 
them crosses the stream from side to side, with the exception of a passage 
left in the centre for boats to pass up and down. The object of these sub
saqueous walls would appear to be cxdusively, to raise the water sufficiently 
at low seasons, to give it impetus, as well as a more abundant supply to the 
wheels. And their effect at those times is, to create a fall in every part of 
the width, save the opening left for commerce, through which tho water 
rushes with a moderately irregular surface. These clams were probably 
from four to eight feet high originally; but they arc now frequently a bank 
of stones disturbing the evenness of the current, but always affording a suf
ficient passage for large boats at low seasons." 

The marks which Colonel Chesney points out, of previous population 
and industry on tho banks of the Euphrates at this part of its course, are 
extremely interesting and curious, when contrasted with the desolation 
depicted by Xenophon; who mentions that there were no other inhabitants 
than some who lived by cutting millstones from the stone quarries near, and 
sending them to Babylon in exchange for grain. It is pin.in that the popu
lation, of which Colonel Chesney saw the remaining tokens, either had al
ready long ceased, or did not begin to exist, or to construct their dams and 
aqueducts, until a period later than Xenophon. They probably began 
during the period of the Sclcnkid kings, after the year 300 n. c. For this 
line of road along the Euphrates began then to acquire great importance 
ns the means of communication between the great city of Sclcukeia (on 
the Tigris, below Bagdad) and the other cities founrled by Seleukus Nikator 
and his successors in the North of Syria and Asia Minor - Sclcnkcia in 
Picria, Antioch, Laodikcia, Apameia, etc. This route coincides mainly 
with the present route from Bagdad to Aleppo, crossing the Euphrates at 
Thapsakus. It can hardly be doubted that the course of the Euphrates 
was better protected during the two centuries of the Scleukid kings (n. c. 
300-100, speaking in round numbers), than it came to be aftenvards, when 
that river became the boundary line between the Romans and the Parthians. 
Even at the time of the I~mperor Julian's invasion, however, Ammianns 
l\tarcellinus describes the left bank of tho Euphrates, north of Babylonia, 
as being in several parts well cultivated, and furnishing ample subsistence, 
(Ammiun. l\Iare. xxiv, 1 ). At the time of Xenophon's Anabasis, there was 
nothing to give much importance to the banks of tho Euphrates north of 
Ilabylonia. 
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crossed over (by means of skins stuffed with hay), and procured 
plentiful supplies, especially of <late-wine and millet.I 

It was during this halt opposite Charmande that a dispute 
occurred among the Greeks themselves, menacing to the safety of 
all. I have already mentioned that Klcarchug, Menon, Proxen
us, and each of the Greek chiefs, enjoyed a separate command 
over his own division, suLjeet only to the superior control of 
Cyrus himself. Some of the soldiers of l\Ienon becoming involv
ed in a quarrel with those of Klearchus, the latter examined 
into the case, pronounced one of :Menon's soldiers to have misbe
haved, and caused him to be flogged. The comrades of the man 
thus punished resented the proceeding to such a degree, that as 
Klearchus was ri<ling away from the banks of the river to his 
own tent, attended by a few followers only through the encamp
ment of .Menon, - one of the soldiers who happened to be cutting 
worn], £ung the hatchet at him, while others hooted and began to 
pelt him with stones. Klearchus, after escaping unhurt from this 
danger to his own division, immediately ordered his soldiers to 
take arms and put themselves in battle order. He himself ad
vanced at the head of his Thracian peltasts, and his forty horse
men, in hostile attitude against l\Ienon's division; who on their 
side ran to arms, with l\fenon himself at their head, and placed 
themselves in order of defence. A slight accident might have 
now brought on irreparable disorder and bloodshed, had not Prox
enus, coming up at the moment with a company of his hoplites, 
planted himself in military array between the two disputing par-

Mr. Ainsworth describes the country on the left bank of the Euphrates, 
before reaching Pylre, as being now in the same condition as it was when 
Xenophon antl his comrades marched through it, - " full of hills and nar
row valleys, and presenting many dilliculties to the mo,·cmcnt of an ::umy. 
The illustrator was, by a curious accident, left by the Euphrates steamer on 
this very portion of the river, and on the same side as the Pcrso-Greck 
army, and he had to walk a day and a night across these inhospitable re
gions; so that he can speak feelingly of the difficulties which the Greeks 
hall to encounter." (Travels in the Track, etc. p. 81.) 

1 I incline to think that Charmandc must have been nearly opposite 
Pylre, lower down than Hit. nut Major Rennell (p. 107) and Mr. Ains
worth (p. 84) suppose Charmamle to be the same place as the modem Ilit 
(the Is of Ilcrouotus). There is no other known town with which we can 
identify it. 
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ties, and entreated Klearchus to desist from farther assault. The 
latter at first refused. Indignant that his recent insult and nar
row escape from death should be treated so lightly, he desired 
Proxenus to retire. His wrath was not appeased, until Cyrus 
himself, apprised of the gravity of the danger, came galloping up 
with his personal attendants and his two javelins in hand. " Kle
archus, Proxcnus, and all you Greeks (said he), you know not 
what you are doing. Be assured that if you now come to blows, 
it will be the hour of my destruction, - and of your own also, 
shortly after me. For if your force be ruined, all these natives 
whom you see around, will become more hostile to us even than 
the men now serving with the King." On hearing this (says 
Xenophon) Klcarchus came to his senses, and the troops dis
persed without any encounter." 1 

After passing Pylm, the territory called Babylonia began. The 
hills flanking the Euphrates, over which the army had hitherto 
been passing, soon ceased, and low alluvial plains commenced.I? 
Traces were now discovered, the first throughout their long march, 
of a l1ostile force moving in their front, ravaging the country and 
burning the herbage. It was l1ere that Cyrus detected the trea
son of a Persian nobleman named Orontcs, whom he examined in 
his tent, in the presence of various Persians possessing his inti
mate confidence, as well as of Klearclms with a guard of three 

1 Xcn. Anab. i, 5, 11-17. 
' The commentators agree in thinking that we are to understand by Pylro 

a sort of gate or pass, marking the spot where the desert country north of 
Babylonia-with its undulations of land, nnrl its steep banks along the 
river- was exchanged for the ffot and fertile alluvium constituting llaby
Jonin proper. Perlrnps there was a town near the pass, aml named after it. 

Now it appears from Col. Chcsney's survey that this alteration in the 
nature of the country takes place a few miles below Hit. He observes
(Euphrates and Tigris, vol. i, p. 54 )- "Three miles below Hit, the remains 
of nqucdncts disappear, and the windings become shorter and more frequent, 
ns the river flows through a tract of country almost level.'' Thereabouts . 
it is that I nm inclined to place Pylre. 

Colonel Chesney places it lower down, twenty-fh·e miles from Ilit. Pro
fessor Koch (Zng dcr Zehn Tnusend, p. 44), lower down still. Mr. Ains
worth places it as much as seventy geographical miles lower than Hit 
(Travels in the Track of tho Ten Thousand, p. 81); compare Ritter, Erd
kunde, 'Vest Asicn, x, p. 16; xi, pp. 755-763. 
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thousand hoplitcs. Orontcs was examined, found guilty, and pri
vately put to death.1 

After three days' march, estimated by Xenophon at twelve 
parasangs, Cyrus was induced by the evidences before him, or by 
the reports of deserters, to believe that the opposing army was 
close at hand, and that a battle was impending. Accordingly, in 
the middle of the night, he mustered his whole army, Greeks as 
well as barbarians ; but the enemy did not appear as had been 
expected. His numbers were counted at this spot, and it was 
found that there were, of Greeks ten thousand four hundred hop
lites, and two thousand five hundred peltasts; of the barbarian or 
Asiatic force of Cyrus, one hundred thousand men with twenty 
scythed chariots. The numbers of the Greeks had been somewhat 
diminished during the march, from sickness, desertion, or other 
causes. The reports of deserters described the army of Arta
xerxes at one million two hundred thousand men, besides the six 
thousand horse-guards commanded by Artagerses, and two hun
dred scythed chariots, under the command of Abrokomas, Tissa
pherncs, and two others. It was ascertained afterwards, how
ever, that the force of Abrokomas had not yet joined, and later 
accounts represented the numerical estimation as too great by 
one-fourth. 

In expectation of an action, Cyrus here convened the generals 
as well as the Lochages (or captains) of the Greeks ; as well to 
consult about suitable arrangements, as to stimulate their zeal in 
his cause. Few points in this narrative are more striking than 
the language addressed by the Persian prince to the Greeks, on 
this as well as on other occasions. 

" It is not from want of native forces, men of Hellas, that I 
have brought you Lither, but because I account you better and 
braver than any number of natives. Prove yourselves now worthy 
of the freedom which you enjoy; that freedom for which I envy_ 
you, and which I would choose, be assured, in preference to all 
my possessions a thousand times multiplied. Learn now from 
me, who know it well, all that you ·will have to cncounter,-vast 
numbers and plenty of noise ; but if you despise these, I am 

1 The description given of this scene (known to the Greeks through the 
communications of Klearchus) by Xenophon, is extremely interesting 
(Anab. i, 6). I omit it from r~gnrd to ~pnce. 
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ashamed to tell you what worthless stuff you will find in these 
native men. Behave well, - like brave men, and trust me for 
sending you back in such condition as to make your friends at 
home envy you ; though I hope to prevail on many of you to 
prefer my service to your own homes." 

" Some of us are remarking, Cyrus, (said a Samian exile named 
Gaulites), that you are full of promises at this hour of danger, 
but will forget them, or perhaps will be una1le to perform them, 
when danger is over...... As to ability, (replied Cyrus), my 
father's empire reaches northward to the region of intolerable 
cold, southwm·d to that of intolcra1le heat. All in the middle is 
now apportioned in satrapies among my brother's friends; all, if 
we are victorious, will come to be distributed among mine. I 
have no fear of not having enough to give away, but rather of 
not having friends enough to receive it from me. To each of 
you Greeks, moreover, I shall present a wreath of gold." 

Declarations like these, repeated by Cyrus to many of the 
Greek soldiers, and circulated among the remainder, filled all of 
them with confidence and enthusiasm in his cause. Such waB 
the sense of force and superiority inspired, that Klearclms asked 
him, - " Do you really think, Cyrus, that your brother will fight 
you?...... Yes, by Zeus, (was the reply); assuredly, if he be 
the son of Darius and Parysatis, and my brother, I shall not win 
this prize without a battle." All the Greeks were earnest with 
him at the same time not to expose his own person, but to fake 
post in the rear of their body.1 "We shall see presently how this 
advice was followed. 

The declarations here reported, as well as the expressions em
ployed before during the dispute between Klearclms and the sol
t1iers of 1\Ienon near Charmamle - being, as they are, genuine 
and authentic, and not ru:amatie composition such as those of 
JEschylus in the Pers:c, nor historic amplification like the speech
es ascribed to Xerxes in Herodotus, - are among the most valua
ble evidences respecting the Hellenic character generally. It fa 
not merely the superior courage and military t1iscipline of tho 
Greeks which Cyrus attests, eomparet1 with the cowardice of 
Asiatics, - but also their fidelity and sense of oLligation which he 
contrasts with the time-serving treachery of the latter; 2 connect

1 Xcn. Anab. i, 7, 2-9. 2 Xen. Anab. i, 5, 16. 
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ing these superior qualities with the political freedom which they 
enjoy. To hear this young prince expressing such strong admi
ration and envy for Grecian freedom, and such ardent personal 
preference for it above all the splendor of his own position, 
was doubtless the most flattering of all compliments which he 
could pay to the listening citizen-soldiers. That a young Persian 
prince should be capable of conceiving such a sentiment, is no 
slight proof of his mental elevation above the level both of his 
family and of his nation. The natural Persian opinion is ex
pressed by the conversation between Xerxes and Demaratus 1 in 
Herodotus. To Xerxes, the conception of free citizenship, 
and of orderly, self-sufficing courage planted by a public disci
pline, patriotic as well as equalizing,- was not merely repugnant, 
but incomprehensible. He understood only a master issuing or
ders to obeilient subjects, and stimulating soldiers to bravery by 
means of the whip. His descendant Cyrus, on the contrary, had 
learnt by personal observation to enter into the feeling of personal 
dignity prevalent in the Greeks around him, based as it was on 
the conviction that they governed themselves and that there was 
no man who had any rights of his own over them, - that the law 
was their only master, and that in rem1ering obedience to it they 
were working for no one else but for themselves.I! Cyrus knew 
where to touch the sentiment of Hellenic honor, so fatally extin
guished after the Greeks lost their political freedom by the hands 

1 See IIerodot. vii, 102, 103, 209. Compare the observations of the Per
sian Achmmcnes, c. 236. 

• IIcrod. vii, l 04. Dcmaratus says to Xerxes, respecting the Lacedm· 
monians- 'EAevi'iepot yup lovn,, av Trana tAivi'iepoi elat· frcart yap a¢L 
Oe<JTrOT1J,, v6µo,, rilv vrroonµaivovat TrOAA.;J µiiAAov i/ ol aot ai. 

Again, the historian observes about the Athenians, and their cxtraonli· 
nary increase of prowess after having shaken off tho despotism of Ilippias 
(v. 78) -!!.11/,oZ o' ov Ka&' [v µovov uAAU Travraxov, ii la11yopi11 .:,, fort xp~µa 
aTrovoaiov· el tWL 'Ai'i11vaioL rvpavvev6µei1ot µ€v, 0Ma11wv ri:Jv a¢fo, 7teptotKe
6vrC.Jv fiaav Ta TrOAiµta uµeivov,, UTraAAaxi'itvn, vi rnpavvC.Jv, µaKp.;J TrPWTOI 
lytvovro. A11Aoi wv ravra, on 1canx6µevot µev UfeAoKaKetov, ii> Oe<JTrOTll 
lpya,6µevoc tAevi'iepC.Ji'if:vTCJV of:, avro~ lKa<JTO' ECJVTii> Trpoi'ivµiero tpya,ea
i'fat. 

Compare Menander, Fragm. Jncert. CL. up. Meineke, Fragm. Comm. 
Grrec. vol. iv. p. 268 

'E:tevi'iepa, Trii' EVL OeOOVACJTat, voµ"'· 
!!.valv oe cloiiito~, 11:al voµ<tJ teat clecm6rp. 

http:rnpavvC.Jv
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of the Macedonians, and exchanged for that intellectual quickness, 
combined with moral degeneracy, which Cicero and his contem
poraries remark as the characteristic of these once high-toned 
communities. 

Having concerted the order of battle with the generals, Cyrus 
marched forward in cautious array during the next day, anticipat
ing the appearance of the king's forces. Nothing of the kinu was 
seen, however, though abundant marks of their retiring footsteps 
were evident. The day's march, (called three parasangs) having 
been concluded without a battle, Cyrus called to him the Ambrak
iotic prophet Silanus, and presented him with three thousand darics 
or ten Attic talents. Silanus had assured him, on the eleventh day 
preceding, that there woulu be no action in ten days from that 
time; upon which Cyrus had told him,-"If your prophecy 
comes true, I will give you three thousand darics. l\Iy brother 
will not fight at all, if he docs not fight within ten days."l 

In spite of the strong opinion which he had expressed in re
ply to Klearchus, Cyrus now really began to conceive that no 
battle would be hazardeu by his enemies; especially as in the 
course of this last day's. march, he came to a broad and deep 
trench (thirty feet broad and eighteen feet deep), approaching so 
near to the Euphrates as to leave an interval of only twenty 
feet for passage. This trench had been dug by order of Arta
xerxes across the plain, for a length said to be of twelve para
sangs (about forty-two English miles, if the parasang be reckoned 
at thirty stadia), so as to touch at its other extremity what was 
called the walls of Mcdia..2 It had been dug as a special measure 

1 Xen. Anab. i, 7, 14-17. 
2 From Pylm to the undefended trench, there intervened three entire 

dnys of march, and one part of a day ; for it occurred in tho fourth day's 
march. 

Xenophon calls tho three entire days, twelve parasangs in all. This 
argues short marches, not full marches. And it does not seem that the 
space of ground traversed during any one of them can have been consider
able. For they were all undertaken with visible evidences of an enemy 
immediately in front of them; which circumstance was the occasion of the 
treason of Orontes, who asked Cyrus for a body of cavalry, under pretence 
of attacking the light troops of the enemy in front, and then wrote a letter 
to inform Artaxerxes that he wns about to desert with his division. The 
letter was delivered to Cyrus, who thus disco\·cred the treason. 
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of defence against the approaching invaders. Yet we hear with 
surprise, and the invaders themselves found with equal surprise, 
that not a man was on the spot to defend it ; so that the whole 
Cyrcian army and baggage pltssed without resistance through the 
narrow breadth of twenty feet. This is the first notice of any 
defensive measures taken to repel the invasion, - except the pre
caution of Abrokomas in burning the boats at Thapsakus. Cyrus 
had been allowed to traverse all this immense space, and to pass 
through so many defensible positions, without having yet struck a 
blow. And now Artaxerxes, after having cut a prodigious extent 
of trench at the cost of so much labor, - provided a valuable 
means of resistance, especially against Grecian heavy-armed 

Marching with a known enemy not far off in front, Cyrus must havo 
kept his army in something like battle order, anJ therefore must havo 
moveJ slowly. Moreover the discovery of the treason of Orontes must 
itself have been an alanning fact, well calculated to renJcr both Cyrus and 
Klearchus doubly cautious for the time. And the very trial of Oroutcs 
appears to have been conducted under such solemnities as must have oeca· 
sioned a halt of the army. 

Taking these circumstances, we can hardly suppose the Greeks to have 
got over so much as thirty English miles of grounJ in the three entire days 
of march. The fourth day they must have got over very little ground in· 
deed; not merely because Cyrus was in momentary expectation of tho 
King's main army, and of a general battle (i, 7, 14), but because of the 
great delay necessary for passing the trench. His whole army (more than 
one hundred thousand men), with baggage, chariots, etc., had to pass 
through the narrow gut of twenty feet wide between the trench and the En· 
phratcs. He can hardly have made more than five miles in this wholo 
day's march, g-ctting at night so far as to encamp two or three miles bcyoncl 
the trench. 'Ve may therefore reckon the distance marched over between 
Pylre and the trench us about thirty-two miles in all; and two or three 
miles farther to the encampment of the next night. Probably Cyrus would 
keep near the river, yet not following its bends with absolute precision; so 
that iu estimating distance, we ought to take a mean between the straight 
line and the full windin;;s of the river. 

I conceive the trench to have cut the Wall of Media at a much wider 
nngle than appears in Col. Chcsney's map ; so that the triangular space 
incluclcd betwec_n the trench, the 'Vall, and the river, was much more ex· 
tenRive. The reason, we may presume, why the trench was cut, was, to 
defend that portion of the well-cultivated an<l watered country of Babylonia 
which lay outside of the Wall of Media-which portion (as we shall seo 
hereafter in the marches of the Greeks after the battle) was very consid· 
crable. 



42 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

soldiers, - and occupied it seemingly until the very last moment,~ 
throws it up from some unaccountable panic, and suffers a whole 
army to pass unopposed through this very narrow gut. Having 
surmounted unexpecte<l.ly so formidaLle an obstacle, Cyrus as well 
as the Greeks imagined that Artaxerxes would neYcr think of 
fighting in the open plain. All began to relax in that careful array 
which had been observed since the midnight review, insomuch that 
he himself proceeded iu his chariot instead of ou horseback, while 
many of the Greek solilicrs lo<l.gcd their arms on the waggons or 
beasts of burden.I 

On the next <l.ay but one after passing the undefended trench, 
they were surprised, at a spot called Kunaxa,2 just when they were 
about to halt for the mid-day meal and repose, by the sudden in

1 Xen. Anab. i, 7, 20. The account given by Xenophon of this long line 
of trench, first dug by order of Artaxerxes, and then left useless and undc· 
fended, differs from the narrative of Diodorus (xiv, 22), which seems to be 
borrowed from Ephorus. Diodorus says that the king caused a long trench 
to be dug, and lined with carriages and waggons as a defence for his bag
gage; and that he afterwards marched forth from this entrenchment, with 
his soldiers free and unincumbercd, to give battle to Cyrus. This is a. 
statement more plausible than that of Xenophon, in this point of view, that 
it makes out the king to have acted upon a rational scheme; whereas in 
Xenophon he appears at first to have adopted a plan of defence, and then 
to have renounced it, after immense labor and cost, without any reason, so 
far as we can see. Yct I have no doubt that the account of Xenophon is 
the true one. The narrow passage, and the undefended trench, were both 
facts of the most obvious and impressive character to an observing sol· 
di er. 

2 Xenophon docs not mention the name Kunaxa, which comes to us from 
Plutarch (Artaxerx. c. 8), who states that it was five hundred stadia (about 
fifty-eight miles) from Babylon; while Xenophon was informed that the 
field of bnttle was distant from Babylon only three hundred and sixty 
stadia. Now, according to Colonel Chesney (Euphrates and Tigris, vol. i, 
p. 57), Hillah (Babylon) is distant ninety-one miles by the river, or sixty· 
one and a half miles direct, from Felujah. Following therefore the dis· 
tance given by Plutarch (probably copied from Ktesias), we should place 
Kunaxa a little lower down the river than Felujah. This seems tho most 
probable supposition. 

Rennell and Mr. Baillie Fraser so place it (Mesopotamia and Assyria, p. 
186, Edin. 1842), I think rightly; moreover the latter remarks, what most 
of the commentators overlook, that the Greeks did not pass through the 
\Vall of .Media until long after the battle. Sec a. note a. little below, near 
the beginning of my next chapter, in reference to that 'Vall. 

http:unexpecte<l.ly
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timation tliat the king's army was approaching in order of battle 
on the open plain. Instantly Cyrus hastened to mount on horse
back, to arm himself, and to put hi,i forces in order, while the 
Greeks on their si(lc halted and formed their line with all possible 
spced.l They were on the right wing of the army, adjoining the 
river Euphrates; Aria:ms with the Asiatic forces being on the 
left, and Cyrus himself, surrounded by a body-guard of six hun
dred well-armed Persian horsemen, in the centre. Among the 
Greeks, Klcarchus commanded the right division of hoplites, with 
Paphlagonian horsemen and the Grecian peltasts on the extreme 
right, close to the river; Proxenus with his division stood next; 
J\Icnon commanded on the left. All the Persian horsemen around 
Cyrus had breastplates, helmets, short Grecian swords, and two 
javelins in their right hands; the horses also were defended by 
facings both over the breast and head. Cyrus himself, armed gen
erally like the rest, stood distinguished by having an upright tiara 
instead of the helmet. Though the first news had come upon 
them by surprise, the Cyreians had ample time to put themselves 
in complete order; for the enemy did not appear until the after
noon was advanced. First, was seen dust, like a white cloud, 
next, an undefined dru·k spot, gradually nearing, until the armor 
began to shine, and the component divisions of troops, arranged in 
dense masses, became discernible. Tissaphernes was on the left, 
opposite to the Greeks, at the head of the Persian horsemen, with 
white cuirasses; on his right, stood the Persian bowmen, with their 

1 The distance of the undefended trench from the battle-field of Kunaxa 
would be about twenty-two miles. First, three miles beyond the trench, to 
the first night-station; next, a full day's march, say twelve miles; thirdly, 
a half day's march, to the time of the mid-clay halt, say seven miles. 

The distance from Pylro to the trench having before been stated at thirty
two miles, the whole distance from Pylro to Kunaxa will be about fifty-four 
miles. 

Now Colonel Chesney has stated the distance from Hit to Felujah Castle 
(two known points) at forty-eight miles of straight line, and seventy-seven 
miles, if following the line of the river. Deduct fonr miles for the dis
tance from Hit to Pylro, and we shall then have between Pylro and Felu
jah, a rectilinear distance of forty-four miles. The marching route of the 
Greeks (as explained in the previous note, the Greeks following generally, 
but not exactly, the windings of the river) will give fifty miles from Pylro 
to Felujah, and fifty-three or fifty-four from Pylre to Kunaxa. 
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gerrha, or wicker shields, spiked so as to be fastened in the ground 
while arrows were shot from behind them ; next, the Egyptian 
infantry with long wooden shields covering the whole body and 
legs. In front of all was a row of chariots with scythes attached 
to the wheels, destined to begin the charge against the Grecian 
phalanx.I 
· As the Greeks were completing their array, Cyrus rode to the 
front, and desired Klearclms to make his attack with the Greeks 
upon the centre of the enemy; since it was there that the king in 
person would be posted, and if that were once beaten, the victory 
was gained. Dut such was the superiority of Artaxerxes in nmu
bers, that his centre extended beyond the le.ft of Cyrus. Accord
ingly Klearchus, afraid of withdrawing his right from the river, 
lest he should be taken both in flank and rear, chose t-0 keep his 
position on the right, - and merely replied to Cyrus, that he would 
manage everything for the best. I have before remarked2 how 
often the fear of being attacked on the unshielded side and on the 
rear, led the Greek soldier into movements inconsistent with mili
tary expediency; and it will be seen presently that Klearchus, 
blindly obeying this habitual rule of precaution, was induced here 
to commit the capital mistake of keeping on the right flank, con
trary to the more judicious direction of Cyrus.3 The latter con
tinued for a short time riding slowly in front of the lines, looking 
alternately at the two armies, when Xenophon, one of the small 
total of Grecian horsemen, and attached to the division of Proxe
nus, rode forth from the line to accost him, asking if he had any 
orders to give. Cyrus desired him to proclaim to every one that 
the sacrifices were favorable. Hearing a murmur going through 
the Grecian ranks, he inquired from Xenophon what it was ; and 
received for answer, that the watchword was now being passed 
along for the second time. Ile asked, with some surprise, who 
gave the watchword ? and what it was? Xenophon replied that 
it was "Zeus the Preserver, and Victory." - "I accept it," re
plied Cyrus; "let that be the word;" and immediately rode away 
to his own post in the centre, among the Asiatics. 

1 Xen. Anno. i, 8, 8-11. 
' Thucyd. v. 70. See Vol. VII, ch. lvi, p. 84 of this History. 
3 Plutnrch (Artaxerx. c. 8) makes this cliticism upon Klearchus; and it 

seems quite just. 
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The vast host of A1iaxerxes, advancing steadily and without 
noise, were now within less than half a mile of the Cyreians, when 
the Greek troops raised the prean or usual war-cry, and Legan to 
move forward. As they advanced, the shout became more vehe
ment, the pace accelerated, and at last the whole body got into a 
run.I This might have proved unfortunate, had their opponents 
been other than Grecian hoplites ; but the l~ersians did not stand 
to await the charge. They turned and fled, when the assailants 
were yet hardly within bow-shot. Such was their panic, that even 
the drivers of the scythed chariots in front, deserting their teams, 
ran away along with the rest; while the horses, left to themselves, 
rushed apart in all directions, some turning round to follow the 
fugitives, others coming against the advancing Greeks, who made 
open order to let them pass. The left division of the king's army 
was thus routed without a blow, and seemingly without a man 
killed on either side ; one Greek only being wounded by an arrow, 
and another by not getting out of the way of one of the chariots.9 
Tissaphernes alone, - who, with the body of horse immeiliately 
around him, was at the extreme Persian left, close to the river, 
formed an exception to this universal flight. He charged and 
penetrated through the Grecian peltasts, who stood opposite to him 
between the hoplites and the river. These pcltasts, commanded by 
Episthenes of Amphipolis, opened their ranks to let him pass, 
darting at the men as they rode by, yet without losing any one 
themselves. Tissaphernes thus got into the rear of the Greeks, 
who continued, on their si<le, to pursue the flying Persians before 
them.3 

Matters proceeded differently in the other parts of the field. Ar
taxerxes, though in the centre of hi::; own army, yet from his supe
rior numbers outflanked Arixus, who commanded the extreme left 
of the Cyreians.4 Finding no one directly opposed to him, he 
began to wheel round his right wing, to encompass his enemies; 
not noticing the flight of his left division. Cyrus, on the other hand, 
when he saw the easy victory of the Greeks on their side, was 
overjoyed; and received from every one around him salutations, 
as if he were already king. Nevertheless, he had self-command 

1 Xcn. Anub. i, S, 17 ; Diodor. xiv, 23. 2 Xcn. Anub. i, S, 17-20. 
3 Xcn. Anub. i, IO, 4-8. 4 Xcn. Anub. i, s, 23; i, 9, 31. 
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enough not yet to rush forward aa if the victory WM already 
gained,1 but remained unmoved, with his regiment of six hundred 
horse around him, watching the movements of Artaxerxes. As 
soon as he saw the latter wheeling round his right division- to get 
upon the rear of the Cyreians, he hastened to check this move
ment by an impetuous charge upon the centre, where Artaxerxes 
was in person, surrounded by the body-guard of six thousand 
horse, under Artagerses. So vigorous was the attack of Cyrus, 
that with his six hundred horse, he broke and dispersed this body
guard, killing Artagerses with his own hand. His own six hun
dred horse rushed forward in pursuit of the fugitives, leaving Cyrus 
himself nearly alone, with only the seiect few, called his "Table
Companions;' around him. It was under these circumstances that 
he first saw his brother Artaxerxes, whose person had been ex
posed to view by the flight of the body-guards. The sight filled 
him with such a paroxysm of rage and jealous ambition,2 that he 
lost all thought of safety or prudence,- cried out, "I see the man;' 
- and rushed forward with his mere handful of companions to 
attack Artaxerxes, in spite of the numerous host behind him. 
Cyrus made directly at his brother, darting his javelin with so true 
an aim as to strike him in the breast, and wound him through the 
cuirass; though the wound (afterwards cured by the Greek surgeon 
Ktesias) could not have been very severe, since Artaxerxes did 
not quit the field, but, on the contrary, engaged in personal com
bat, he and those around him, against this handful of assailants. 
So unequal a combat did not last long. Cyrus, being severely 
wounded under the eye by the javelin of a Karian solUier, was cast 
from his horse and slain. The small number of faithful com

1 Xcn. Anab. i, 8, 21. 
Kvpor oi:, bpi:Jv Tovr "EAA17var VlKWVTar TO Ka&' avrnvr Kat OlWKOVTa>, ~oo

µevo( Kat 7rp0r:tKvvovµevor ~01] i:i, {3ar:ttAevr V1r0 TWV uµ'fl' avTilv, 0 v o' (Jr i ~ii x· 
ff17 otwKtlv,ctc. 

The last words arc remarkable, as indicating that no other stimulus ex
cept that of ambitious rivalry and fraternal antipathy, had force enough to 
overthrow the self-command of Cyrus. 

~ Compare the account of the transport of rage which seized the Thcban 
Pelopidas, when he saw Alexander the despot of Phcrro in the opposite 
army; which led to the same fatal consequences (Plutarch, Pclopidas, c. 
82; Corne!. Nepos, Pclop. c. 5). See also tho reflections of Xenophon on 
the conduct of TclW,:is before Olynthus. - Ilcllcuic. v. a, 7. 
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panions around him all perished in his defence. Artasyras, who 
stood first among them in his confidence and attachment, seeing 
him mortally wounded and fallen, cast himself down upon him, 
clasped him in his arms, and in this position either slew himself, or 
was slain by order of the king.I 

The head and the right hand of the deceased prince were imme
diately cut off by order of Artaxerxes, and doubtless exhibited 
conspicuously to view. This was a proclamation to every one that 
the entire contest was at an end ; and so it was understood by 
Arireus, who, together with all the Asiatic troops of Cyrus, deserted 
the field and fled back to the camp. Not even there did they defend 
themselves, when the king and his forces pursued them; but fled 
yet farther back to the resting-place of the previous night. The 
troops of Artaxerxes got into the camp and began to plunder 
it without resistance. Even the harem of Cyrus fell into their 
power. It included two Grecian women,-of free condition, good 
family, and education, - one from Phokrea, the other from JUile
tus, brought to him, by force, from their parents to Sardis. The 
elder of these two, the Phokrean, named l\Iilto, distinguished alike 

1 Xen. Anab. i, 8, 22-29. The account of this battle and of the death of 
Cyrus by Ktesias (as far as we can make it out from the brief abstract in 
Photius-Ktesius, Fragm. c. 58, 59, ed. Bahr) docs not differ materially 
from Xenophon. Ktesias mentions the Karian soldier (not noticed by 
Xenophon) who hurled the javelin; and adds that this soldier was after
wards tortured and put to death by Queen Parysatis, in savage revenge for 
the death of Cyrus. Ho also informs us that Bagapatcs, the person who 
by order of Artaxerxes cut off tho head and hand of Cyms, was destroyed 
by her in the same way. 

Diodorus (xiv, 23) dresses np a much fuller picture of the conflict be
tween Cyrus and his brother, which differs on many points, partly direct 
and partly implied, from Xenophon. 

Plutarch (Artaxerxes, c. 11, 12, 13) giYes an account of the battle, and 
of tho death of Cyrus, which he professes to have derived from Ktcsias, but 
which differs still more materially from tho narrative in Xenophon. Com
pare also the few words of Justin, v, 11. 

Diodorus (xiv, 24) says that twelve thousand men were slain of the king's 
army at Kunaxa; the greater part of them by the Greeks under Klearchus, 
who did not lose a single man. He estimates the loss of Cyrus's Asiatic 
army at three thou~and men. But as tho Greeks did not lose a man, so 
they can hardly have killed many in tho pursuit; for they had scarcely any 
cavalry, and no great number of peltasts, -while hop!ites could not have 
overtaken tho flying Persians. 
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for beauty and accomplished intelligence, was made prisoner and 
transfoned to the harem of Artaxerxes ; the other, a younger per
son, found means to save herself, though without her upper gar
ments,1 and sought shelter among some Greeks who were left in 
the camp on guard of the Grecian baggage. These Greeks re
pelled the Persian assailants with considerable slaughter; pre
serving their own baggage, as well as the persons of all who fled 
to them for shelter. But the Asiatic camp of the Cyreians was 
completely pillaged, not excepting those reserved waggons of pro
visions which Cyrus had provided in order that his Grecian 
auxiliaries might be certain, under all circumstances, of a supply.2 

·while Artaxerxes was thus strippfog the Cyreian camp, he was 
joined by Tissaphcrnes and his division of horse, who had charged 
through between the Grecian division and the river. At this time, 
there was a distance of no less than thirty stadia or three and a half 
miles between him and Klearclms with the Grecian division; so far 
had the latter advanced forward in pursuit of the Persian fugitives. 
Apprised, after some time, that the king's troops had been victori
ous on the left and centre, and were masters of the camp, - but not 
yet knowing of the death of Cyrus, - Kl.carchus marched back 
liis troops, and met the enemy's forces also returning. He was 
apprehensive of being surrounded by superior numbers, and there
fore took post with his rear upon the river. In this position, Arta

1 Xen. Anab. i, IO, 3. The accomplishments and fascinations of this 
Phokrean lady, and the great esteem in which she was held first by Cyrus 
nnd afterwards by Artaxerxes, have been exaggerated into a romantic story, 
in which we cannot tell what may be the proportion of truth (see JElian, 
V. II. xii, I; Plutarch, Artaxerx. e. 26, 27; Justin, x, 2). Both Plutarch 
nnd Justin state that the subsequent enmity between Artaxerxes and his 
son Darius, which lcll to the conspiracy of tho latter against his father, and 
to bis destruction when tho conspiracy was dii;covered, arose out of the 
passion of Darius for her. Ilut as that transaction certainly lrnppcncd at 
the close of the Ion~ life and reign of Artaxerxes, who reigned fo1iy-six 
years - and as she must haYe been then sixty years old, if not more - we 
may fairly presume that the cause of the family tragedy must have been 
somethiug different. 

Compare the description of tho fate of Bcrenike of Chios, and :M:onime 
of Miletus, wiyes of l\rithridatcs king of Pontus, during the last misfor
tunes of that prince (l'lntarch, Lucullus, e, 18 ). 

2 Xen. Auah. i, IO, I 7. This provision mw;t probably have been made 
<luring the recent halt at Pylre. 
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xerxes again marshalled his troops in front, as if to attack him ; 
but the Greeks, anticipating his movement, were first in making 
the attack themselves, and forced the rersians to take flight even 
more terror-stricken than before. Klearchus, thus relieved from 
all enemies, waited awhile in hopes of hearing news of Cyrus. He 
then returned to the camp, which was found stripped of all its 
stores ; so that the Greeks were compelled to pass the night with
out supper, while most of them al&o had had no dinner, from the 
early hour at which the battle had commenced.I It was only on 
the next morning that they learnt, through Prokles (descendant of 
the Spartan king Demaratus, formerly companion of Xerxes in the 
invasion of Greece), that Cyrus had been slain; news which con
verted their satisfaction at their own triumph into sorrow and 
dismay.2 

Thus terminated the battle of Kunaxa, and along with it the 
ambitious hopes as well as the life of this young prince. His char
acter and proceedings suggest instructive remarks. Both in the 
conduct of this expedition, and in the two or three years of admin
istration in Asia l\Iinor which preceded it, he displayed qualities 
such as are not seen in Cyrus called the Great, nor in any other 
member of the I'e1•sian regal family, nor indeed in any other Per
sian general throughout the history of the monarchy. We observe 
alarge and long-sighted combination, - a power of foreseeing dif
ficulties, and providing means beforehand for overcoming them,
a dexterity in meeting variable exigencies, and dealing with dif
ferent parties, Greeks or Asiatics, officers or soldiers,-a conviction 
of the necessity, not merely of purchasing men's service by lavish 
presents, but of acquiring their confidence by straightforward deal
ing and systematic good faith, - a power of repressing displeasure 
when policy commanded, as at the desertion of Xenias and Pasion, 
and the first conspiracies of Orontes ; although usually the punish
ments which he inflicted 'vcre full of Oriental barbarity. How 
rare were the merits and accomplishments of Cyrus, as a Persian, 
will be best felt when we contrast this portrait, by Xenophon, with 
the description of the Persian satraps by Isokrates.3 That many 

1 Xen. Anab. i, IO, 18, 19. • Xen. Anab. ii, I, 3, 4. 
3 Isokratcs, Ornt. iv, (Pancg-yric.) s. 175-182; a striking passage, as de

scribing the way in which political institutions work themselves into the 
individual character and habits. 
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persons deserted from Artaxerxes to Cyrus, - none, except Oron
tes, from Cyrus to Artaxerxes, - has been remarked by Xenophon. 
Not merely throughout the march, but even as to the manner of 
fighting at Kunaxa, the judgment of Cyrus was sounder than that 
of Klearchus. The two matters of supreme· importance to the 
Greeks, were, to take care of the person of Cyrus, an<l to strike 
straight at that of Artaxerxes with the central division around him. 
Now it was the fault of Klearchus, an<l not of Cyrus, that both 
these matters were omitted ; and that the Greeks gained only a 
victory comparatively insignificant on the right. Yct in spite of 
such mistake, not his own, it appears that Cyrus would have been 
victorious, had he been able to repress that passionate burst of 
antipathy which drove him, like a· madman, against his brother. 
The same insatiable ambition, and jealous fierceness when power 
was concerned, which had before led him to put to death two first 
cousins, because they omitted, in his presence, an act of deference 
never paid except to the king in person, - this same impulse, 
exasperated by the actual sight of his rival brother, and by that 
standing force of fraternal antipathy so frequent in regal families,1 
blinded him, for the moment, to all rational calculation. 

1 Diodorus (xiv, 23) notices the legenilary pair of hostile brothers, Eteo
kles and Polyneikes, as a parallel. Compare Tacitus, Annal. iv, 60. "Atrox 
Drusi ingenium, super c11pidincm potentire, et solita fratribus odia, accende
batur inviilia, quod mater Agrippina promptior Neroni erat," etc.; and J us
tin, xiii, 4. 

Compare also the interesting narrative of i\I. Prosper Merimee, in his 
life of Don Pedro of Castile; a prince commonly known by the name of 
Peter the Cruel. Don Pedro was dethroneil, and slain in personal conflict, 
by the hand of his bastard brother, Henri of Transtamare. 

At the battle of Navarrete, in 1367, says M. Merimce, "Don Pedre, pui, 
pendant le combat, s'etait jete au plus fort de la mc!Ce, s'acharna long temps 
a la poursuite des fuyards. On le voyait g.aloper dans la plaine, monte sur 
un cheval noir, sa banniere armoriee de Castille devant lui, cherchant son 
frere partout ou l'on comhattait encore, et criant, echauffe par le carnage
' Ou est ce btttard, qui se nomme roi de Castille 1'" (Ilistoire de Don 
Pedre, p. 504.) 

ffitimately Don Pedro, blocked up and almost starved out in the castle 
of Montiel, was entrapped by simulated negotiations into the power of his 
enemies. He was slain in personal conflict by the dagger of his brother 
Henri, after a desperate struggle, in which he seemed likely to prevail, if 
Henri had not been partially aiilcd by a bystander. 
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We may however remark that IIellas, as a 'vhole, had no cause 
to regret the fall of Cyrus at Kunaxa. Had he dethroned his 
brother and become king, the Persian empire would have acquired 
under his hand such a degree of strength as might probably liave 
enabled him to forestall the work afterwards performed by the 
l\facedonian kings, and to make the Greeks in Europe as well as 
those in Asia his dependents. Ile would have employed Grecian 
military organization against Grecian independence, as Philip and 
Alexander did after him. Ilis money would have enabled him to 
hire an overwhelming force of Grecian officers and soldiers, who 
would (to use the expression of Proxenus as recorded by Xeno
phon!) have thought him a better friend to them than their own 
country. It would have enabled him also to tuke advantage of di,;
sension and venality in the interior of each Grecian city, and thus 
to weaken their means of defence while he strengthc11ed l1is own 
means of attack. This was a policy which none of the Persian 
king», from Dariu8 son of Ilysta~pes down to Darius Codomanus, 
had ability or perseverance enough to follow out; none of them 
knew either the true value of Grecian instruments, or how to em
ploy them with effect. The whole conduct of Cyrus, in reference 
to this memorable expedition, manifests a superior iutelligcnce, 
competent to use the resources which victory would have put in 
his hands,- and an ambition likely to use them against the Greeks, 
in avenging the humiliations of .Marathon, Salamis, and the peace 
of Kallias. 

This tragical scene (on the night of the 23d of March, 1369) is graphi
cally described by l\:L Merimcc (p. 564-566 ). 

1 Xcn. Anab. iii, I, 4. 'Yirnr;yveiTo oe avr(fi (Eevotpwvra IIpo.;evor) el [;t. 

>'Jot, tpll.ov Kvp'f' 'TrOl~<nlV' /)v avror l'/J1J KpetTTW eavr<;:i voµt(tlV ri/r 
Trarploor. 
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CHAPTER LXX. 

RETTIEAT OF nm TE~ TIIOUSAXD GP.EEKS. 

THE first triumphant feeling of the Greek troops at Kunaxa was 
exchanged, as soon as they learnt the death of Cyrus, for dismay 
and sorrow ; accompanied by unavailing repentance for the venture 
into which he and Klearclms had seduced them. Probably Kle
archus himself too r('pented, and with good reason, of having dis
played, in his manner of fighting the battle, so little foresight, and 
so little regard either to the injunctions or to the safety of Cyrus. 
Nevertheless he still maintained the tone of a victor in the field, 
and after expressions of grief for the fate of the young prince, de
sired Prokles and Glus to return to Arireus, with the reply, that the 
Greeks on their side were conquerors without any enemy remain
ing; that they were about to march onward against Artaxerxes; 
and that if Arireus would join them, they would place him on the 
throne which had been intended for Cyrus. 'While this reply was 
conveyed to Arireus by his particular friend l\Ienon along with the 
messengers, the Greeks procured a meal as well as they could, 
having no bread, by killing some of the baggage animals ; and by 
kindling fire, to cook their meat, from the arrows, the wooden 
Egyptian shields which had been thrown away on the field, and the 
baggage carts.I 

Before any answer could be received from Arireus, heralds ap
peared coming from Artaxerxes ; among them being Phalinus, a 
Greek from Zakynthus, and the Greek surgeon Ktesias of Knidus, 
who was in the service of the Persian king.2 Phalinus, an officer 

1 Xen. Anab. ii, I, 5-7. 
• We know from Plutarch (Artaxer. c. 13) that Ktesias distinctly as

serted himself to have been present at this interview, and I see no reason 
why we should not believe him. Plutarch indeed rejects his testimony as 
false, affirming that Xenophon would certainly have mentioned him, had 
he been there; but such an objection seems to me insufficient. Nor is it 
necessary to construe the words of Xenophon, ~v o' avri:Jv 4>a:lZvo, el r 
•E :lA.11 v, ii, I, 7) so strictly as to negative the presence of one or two other 
Greeks. Phalinus is thus specified because he was the spokesman of the 
party-a military man. 
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of some military experience and in the confidence of Tissaphernes, 
addressed himself to the Greek commanders ; requiring them on 
the part of the king, since he was now victor and had slain Cyrus, 
to surrender their arms and appeal to his mercy. To this sum
mons, painful in the extreme to a Grecian ear, Klearchus replied 
that it was not the practice for victorious men to lay down their 
arms. Being then called away to examine the sacrifice which was 
going on, he left the interview to the other officers, who met the 
summons of Phalinus by an emphatic negative. "If ,the king 
thinks himself strong enough to ask for our arms unconditionally, 
let him come and try to seize them." "The king (rejoined Phali
nus) thinks that you are in his power, being in the midst of his 
territory, hemmed in by impassable rivers, and encompassed by 
his innumerable subjects." - " Our arms and our valor are all that 
remain to us (replied a young Athenian); we shall not be fools 
enough to hand over to you our only remaining treasure, but shall 
employ them still to have a fight for your treasure."l But though 
several spoke in this resolute tone, there were not wanting others 
disposed to encourage a negotiation; saying that they had been 
faithful to Cyrus as long as he lived, and would now be faithful to 
Artaxerxes, if he wanted their services in Egypt or anywhere else. 
In the midst of this parley Klearchus returned, and was requested 
by Phalinus to return a final answer on behalf of all. He at first 
asked the advice of Phalinus himself; appealing to the common 
feeling of Hellenic patriotism, and anticipating, with very little 
judgment, that the latter would encourage the Greeks in holding 
out. "If (replied Phalinus) I saw one chance out of ten thousand 
in your favor, in the event of a contest with the king, I should 
advise you to refuse the surrender of your arms. But as there is 
no chance of safety for you against the king's consent, I recom
mend you to look out for safety in the only quarter where it pre
sents itself." Sensible of the mistake which he had made in asking 
the question, Klcarchus rejoined, - " That is your opinion; now 
report our answer: '\Ve think we slmll be better friends to the 
king, if we are to be his friend~, - or more effective enemies, if we 
are to be his enemies, - with our arms, than without them." 

Xen. Anab. ii, I, 12. µ~ ovv oiov ril. µova f;µiv uya&il. ovra vµiv '!rapa
owcrew u,.Ail. cri!v TOVTOt~ Kat 7rEpl TWV vµErip{,)V uya&wv µaxovµEi'fa. 

I 
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Phalinus, in retiring, said that the king proclaimed a truce so long 
as they remained in their present position,- but war, if they moved, 
either onward or baekward. And to this Klearclrns acceded, 
without declaring which he intended to do.I 

Shortly after the departure of Phalinus, the envoys despatched 
to Arimus returned; communicating his reply, that the Persian 
grandees would ne>er tolerate any prctcnsions·on his part to the 
crown, and that he intended to depart early the next morning on 
l1is return; ifthe Greeks wishecl to accompany liim, they must join 
him during the night. In the e>cning, Klcarclrns, convening the 
generals and the loclrngcs (or captains of lochi), acquainted them 
that the morning sacrifice had been of a nature to forbid their 
marching against the king, - a prohibition of which he now under
stood the reason, from having since learnt that the king was on the 
other side of the Tigris, and therefore out of their reach, - but 
that it was favorable for rejoining Arhcus. He gave directions 
accordingly for a night-march back along the Euphrates, to the 
station where they had passed the last night but one prior to the 
battle. The other Grecian generals, without any formal choice of 
Klearchus as chief, tacitly acquiesced in his orders, from a sense 
of his superior decision and experience, in an emergency when no 
one knew what to propose. The night-march was successfully 
accomplished, so that tlwy join<'d Arimus at the preceding station 
about mif!night; not without the alarming symptom, however, that 
:Miltokythes the Thracian deserted to the king, at the head of three 
hundred and forty of his countrymen, partly horse, partly foot. 

The first proceeding of the Grecian generals was to exchange 
solemn oaths of reciprocal fi<lelity and fraternity with Arimus. Ac
cording to an ancient and impressive practice, a bull, a wolf, a boar, 
and a ram, were all slain, and their blood allowed to run into the hol
low of a shielcl; in which the Greek generals dipped a sword, and 
Ariams, with his chief companion~, a spear.2 The latter, besides the 

1 Xen. Anab. ii, I, 14-22. Dioclorus (xiv, 25) is somewhat copious in 
his account of the interview with Phalinus. But he certainly followed 
other authorities besides Xenophon, if even it be true that he hacl Xenophon 
before him. The allusion to the past heroism of Leonidas seems rather in 
the style of Ephorus. 

2 Xen. Anab. ii, 2, 7-9. Koch remarks, however, with good reason, that 
it is difficult to see how they could get a wolf in Babylonia, for the sacri
fice (Zug dcr Zehn Tausend, p. 51 ). 
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promise of alliance, engaged also to guide the Greeks, in good faith, 
down to the Asiatic coast. Klearchus immediately began to ask 
what route he proposed to take; whether to return by that along 
which they had come up, or by any other. To this Arireus re
plied, that the road along which they had marched was impracti
cable for retreat, from the utter want of provisions through seven
teen <lays of desert; but that he intended to choose another road, 
which, though longer, would be sufficiently productive to furnish 
them with provisions. There was, however, a necessity (he added), 
that the first two or three days' marches should be of extreme 
length, in order that they might get out of the reach of the king's 
forces, who would hardly be able to overtake them afterwards 
with any considerable numbers. 

They had now come ninety-three <lays' marchL from Ephesus, 
or ninety from Sardis.2 The distance from Sardis to Kunaxa is, 
according to colonel Chesney, about twelve hundred and sixty-five 
geographical miles, or fourteen hundred and sixty-four English 
miles. There had been at least ninety-six days of rest, enjoyed at 
various places, so that the total of time elapsed must have at least 
been one hundred and eighty-nine days, or a little more than half 
a year ;3 but it was probably greater, since some intervals of rest 
are not specified in number of days. 

How to retrace their steps, was now the problem, apparently 
insoluble. As to the military force of Persia in the £.eld, indeed, 
not merely the easy victory at Kunaxa, but still more the un
disputed march throughout so long a space, left them no serious 

1 Such is the sum total stated by Xenophon himself (Anab. ii, I, 6). It 
is greater, by nine days, than the sum total which we should obtain by 
arlding together the separate days' march specified by Xenophon from Sardis. 
But the distance from Sardis to Ephesus, as we know from Herodotus, was 
three days' journey (Herod. v, 55); and therefore the discrepancy is really 
only to the amount of six, not of nine. See Kriiger ad Auabas. p. 556; 
Koch, Zug dcr Z. p. 141. 
• 2 Colonel Chesney (Euphrates aud Tigris, c. ii, p. 208) calculates twelve 
hundrecl and sixty-five geographical miles from Sardis to Kunaxa or the 
l\Iounds of Mohammed. 

3 For example, we are not told how long they rested at Pylm, or opposite 
to Charmande. I have given some grounds (in the preceding chapter) for 
believing that it mnnot have been less than five days. The army must 
have been in the utmost need of repose, as well as of provisions. 
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apprehensions.I In spite of this great extent, population, and riches, 
they had been allowed to pass through the most difficult and defen
sible country, and to ford the broad Euphrates, without a blow; 
nay, the king had shrunk from defending the long trench which he 
liad specially caused to be dug for the protection of Babylonia. 
But the difficulties which stood between them and their homes 
were of a very different character. How were they to find their 
way back, or obtain provisions, in defiance of a numerous hostile 
cavalry, which, not without efficiency even in a pitched battle, 
would be most formidable in opposing their retreat? The line of 
their upward march had all been planned, with supplies furnished, 
by Cyrus ; -yet even umler such ad vantages, supplies had been 
on the point of failing, in one part of the mai·ch. They were now, 
for the fint time, called upon to think and provide for themselves; 
without knowledge of either roads or distances, - without trus~ 
worthy guides, - without any one to furnish or even to indicate 
supplies, - imd with a territory all hostile, traversed by rivers 
which they had no means of crossing. Klearchus himself knew 
nothing of the country, nor of any other river except the Euphra
tes ; nor does he indeed, in his heart, seem to have conceived 
retreat as practicable without the consent of the king.2 The reader 
who casts his eye on a map of Asia, and imagines the situation of 
thi:> Greek division on the left bank of the Euphrates, near the 
parallel of latitude 33° 30'- will hardly be surprised at any meas
ure of de~pair, on the part either of general or soldiers. And we 
may add that Klearclms had not even the advantage of such a map, 
or probably of any map at all, to enable him to shape his course. 

In this dilemma, the fifot and mo,,;t natural impulse was to con
sult Arfreus who (as has been already stated) pronounced, with 
good reason, that return by the same road was impracticable ; and 
promised to conduct them home by another road, - longer indeed, 
yet better supplied. At daybreak on the ensuing morning, they 
began their march in an easterly direction, anticipating that before 
night they should reach some villages of the Babylonian territory, 
as in fact they did ;3 yet not before they had been alarmed in the 

1 Xen. Annh. i, 5, 9. 2 Xen. Anah. ii, 4, 6, 7. 
3 Xcn. Anah. ii, 2, 13. 'Erre~ yup hµfpa lyevero, lrroptVOVT'O tv oeft~ 

exovui; TOV fiA.tov, 'J.oyt{nµevot fi~etv uµa f/Ai<,J OVVOVTl elr Kw,uat; rij~ 

BaBvl,wvia, xwpa, Kai TOVTO µev OVK bpeva&riaav. 
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·afternoon by the supposed approach of some of the enemy's horse, 
and by evidences that the enemy were not far off, which induced 
them to slacken their march for the purpose of more cautious array. 
Hence they did not reach the first villages before dark ; and these 
too had been pillaged by the enemy while retreating before them, 
so that only the first-comers under Klearchus could obtain accom
modation, while the succeeding troops, coming up in the dark, 
pitched as they could without any order. The whole camp was a 
scene of clamor, cfoputc, and even alarm, throughout the night. 
No provisions could be obtained. Early the next morning Klear-

Schneider, in his note on this pasrnge, as well as Ritter, (Er<lkun<le, part. 
x, 3, p. 17), ::\Ir. Ain:nvorth (Travels in the Track, p. 103) and Colonel 
.Chesney (Euph. and Tigr. p. 219 ), understand the words here used by Xen
ophon in a sense from which I dissent. "'Vhen it was <lay, the anny pro
ceeded onward on their march, having the snn on their right hand,'' -these 
words they understand as meaning that the army marched northward; 
whereas, in my judgment, the words intimate that the army marched east
ward. To liave the sun on the rigid hand, does not so much refer either to the 
precise point where, or to the precise instant when, the sun rises, - but to 
his diurnal path through the heavens, and to the general direction of the 
day's march. This may be seen by comparing the remarkable passage in 
IIcro<lotns, iv, 42, in reference to the alleged circumnavigation of Africa, 
from the Red Sea round the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of Gibraltar, 
by the Phcenicians under the order of Nekos. These Phcenicians said, "that 
in sailing round Africa (from the Red Sea) they had the sun on their right 
hand "-iir T~V .1.1(3VTJV trEpmliiiovrcr TOV nelitov trr'l de~qi. Hero
dotus rejects this statement as incredible. Not knowing the phenomena of 
a ~outhern latitude beyond the tropic of Cnpricorn, he coultl not imagine 
that men in sailing from East to 'Vest could possihly have the sun on their 
rigltt han<l; any man journeying from the Hed Sea to the Straits of Gibral
tar must, in his judgment, ha\·e the sun on the left hand, as he himself had 
always experienced in the north latitude of the Me<lite1Tanean or the Afri
can coast. See Vol. III. of this History, ch. xviii, p. 282. 

In addition to this reason, we may remark, that Arircus and the Greeks, 
starting from their camp on the banks of the Euphrates (the place where 
they had passed the last night but one before the battle of Kunaxa) and 
marching northward, could not expect to arrive, and could not really a1Tive, 
at villages of the Ilahylonian teITitory. But they might naturally expect to 
do so, if they marched eastward, towards the Tigris. Nor would they have 
hit npon the enemy in a northerly· march, which would in fact have been 
something near to a return npon their own previous steps. They would 
ntoreover have been stopped by the undefended Trench, which could only 
be passed at the narrow opening close to the Euphrates. 

3* 
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chus ordered them under arms ; and desiring to expose the ground
less nature of the alarm, caused the herald to proclaim, that who
ever would denounce the person who had let the ass into the camp 
on the preceding night, shoukl be rewanled with a talent of silver.I 

1\rhat was the project of route entertained by Ari::cus, we cannot 
ascerUiiu ;2 since it was not farther pursued. For the effect of the 
unexpected arrival of the Greeks as if to attack the enemy, - aml 
even the clamor and shouting of the camp during the night-so 
intimidated the Persian commanders, that they sent heralds the 
next morning to treat about a truce. The contrast between this 
message, and the haughty summons of the preceding day to fa.y 
down their arms, was sensibly felt by the Grecian officers,, and 
taught them that the proper way of dealing with the Persians was 
by a bold and aggressive demeanor. 'When Klearchus was ap
prised of the arriYal of the heralds, he desired them at first to wait 
at the outposts until he was at leisure ; then, having put his troops 
into the best possible order, with a phalanx compact on every side 
to the eye, and the unanned persons out of sight, he desired the 
heralds to be admitted. He marched out to meet them with the 
most showy and best-armed soldiers immediately around him, and 
when they informed him that they had come from the king with 
instructions to propose a truce, and to report on what conditions 
the Greeks would agree to it, Klcarchus replied abruptly,
" "\Yell then, - go and tell the king, that our first business must be 
to fight; for we have nothing to eat, nor ,-nu any man presume to 
talk to Greeks about a truce, without first providing dinner for 
them." ·with thi;; reply the herald;; rode off, but returned very 
8peedily; thus making it plain that the king, or the commanding 
officer, was near at hand. They brought word that the king 
thought their answer reasonable, and had sent guides to conduct 
tht'm to a place where they would obtain proYisions, if the truce 
8honld be concluded. 

Aficr an ntfrcted delay and hesitation, in order to impose upon 
the Persians, Kleardm;; concluded the truce, and desired that the 

1 :Xen. Anah. ii. 2. 20. This seems to haYe been a standing military jest, 
to mnke the soltli1>1-s lnul'h nt their past panic. See the rcfcrenees in Krii· 
gcr Rn1l Sch1wi1kr's notes. 

1 Diodorus (xYi, 24) tells us thnt Arireus intended to guide them towards 
l'nphlagoni1i; a Ycry loose indication. 
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guides would conduct the army to those quarters where provisions 
could be had. Ile was most circumspect in maintaining exact 
order during the march, himself taking charge of the rear guard. 
The guides led them over many ditches and channels, full of water, 
and cut for the purpose of irrigation ; some so broad and deep that 
they could not be crossed without bridges. The army had to put 
together bridges for the occasion, from palm trees either already 
fallen, or expressly cut down. This was a troublesome business, 
which Klearchus himself superintended with peculiar strictness. 
Ile carried his spear in the left hand, his stick in the right; em
ploying the latter to chastise any soldier who seemed remiss,
and even plunging into the mud and lending his own hands in aid 
wherever it was necessary.I As it was not the usual season of irri
gation for crops, he suspected that the canals had been filled on this 
occasion expressly to intimidate the Greeks, by impressing them 
with the difficulties of their prospective march; and he was anx
ious to demonstrate to the Persians that these difficulties were no 
more than Grecian energy could easily surmount. 

At length they reached certain villages indicated by their guides 
for quarters and provision ; and here for the first time they had a 
sample of that unparalleled abundance of the Babylonian terri
tory, which Herodotus is afraid to describe with numerical preci
sion. Large quantities of corn, - dates not only in great num
bers, but of such beauty, freshness, size and flavor, as no Greek 
had ever seen or tasted, insomuch that fruit like what was im
ported into Greece, was <li~regardcd and left for the slaves, 
wine an<l vinegar, both also made from the <late-palm : these are 
the luxuries which Xenophon is eloquent in <lescribing, after his 
recent period of scanty fare and anxious apprehension; not with
out also noticing the headaches which such new and luscious food, 
in unlimited quanity, brought upon himself an<l othcrs.2 

After three days passed in these restorative quarters, they 
were visited by Ti6saphcrnes, accompanied by four Persian gran
dees and a suite of slaves. The satrap began to open a negotia
tion with Klearclms and the other generals. Speaking through 
an interpreter, he stated to them that the vicinity of his satrapy 

1 Xen. Anab. ii, 3, i, 13. 2 Xcn. Anab. ii, 31 14, 17. 
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to Greece impressed him with a strong interest in favor of the 
Cyreian Greeks, and made him anxious to rescue them out of 
their present desperate situation ; that he had solicited the king's 
permi8sion to save them, as a personal recompense to himself for 
having been the first to forewarn him of the schemes of Cyrus, 
and for having been the only Persian who had not fled before 
the Greeks at Kunaxa; that the King had promised to consider 
this point, and had sent him in the meantime to ask the Greeks 
what their purpose was in coming up to attack him ; and that 
he trusted the Greeks would give him a conciliatory answer to 
carry back, in order that he might have less difficulty in realizing 
what he desired for their benefit. To this Klearchus, after first 
deliberating apart with the other officers, replied, that the army 
had come together, and had even commenced their march, with
out any purpose of hostility to the King; that Cyrus had brought 
them up the country under false pretences, but that they had 
been ashamed to desert him in the midst of danger, since he had 
always treated them generously; that since Cyrus was now dead, 
they had no purpose of hostility against the King, but were only 
anxious to return home; that they were prepared to repel hos
tility from all quarters, but would be not less prompt in requiting 
favor or assistance. \Vith this answer Tissaphernes departed, 
and returned on the next day but one, informing them that he 
had obtained the King's permission to save the Grecian army, 
though not without great opposition, since many Persian counsel
lors contended that it was unworthy of the King's dignity, to 
suffer those who had assailed him to escape. "I am now ready 
(said he) to conclude a covenant and exchange oaths with you; 
engaging to conduct you safely back into Greece, with the country 
fri~ndly, and with a regular market for you to purchase provi
sions. You must stipulate on your part always to pay for your 
provisions, and to do no damage to the country. If I do not fur
nish you with provisions to buy, you are then at liberty to take 
them where you can find them." \Vell were the Greeks content 
to enter into such a covenant, which was sworn, with hands given 
upon it, by Klearchus, the other generals, and the lochagcs, on 
their side, - and by Tissaphernes with the King's brother-in-law 
on the other. Tissaphernes then left them, saying that he would 
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go back to the King, make preparations, and return to reconduct 
the Greeks home; going himself to his own satrapy.1 

The statements of Ktesias, though known to us only indirectly 
and not to be received without caution, afford ground for believing 
that Queen Parysatis decidedly wished success to her son Cyrus 
in his contest for the throne, - that the first report conveyed to 
her of the battle of Kunaxa, announcing the victory of Cyrus, 
filled her with joy, which was exchanged for bitter sorrow when 
she was informed of his death, - that she caused to be slain with 
horrible tortures all those, who though acting in the Persian army 
and for the defence of Art.'txerxes, had any participation in the 
death of Cyrus - and that she showed favorable dispositions to
wards the Cyreian Greeks.2 It seems probable, farther, that her 
influence may have been exerted to procure for them an unim
peded retreat, without anticipating the use afterwards made by 
Tissaphernes (as will soon appear) of the present convention. 
And in one point of view, the Persian king had an interest in 
facilitating their retreat. For the very circumstance which ren
dered retreat difficult, also rendered the Greeks dangerous to him 
in their actual position. They were in the heart of the Persian 
empire, within seventy miles of Babylon ; in a country not only 
teeming with fertility, but also extremely defensible; especially 
a~ainst cavalry, from the multiplicity of canals, as Herodotus ob
served respecting Lower Egypt.3 And Klearchus might say to 
his Grecian soldiers, - what Xenophon was afterwards prepar
ing to say to them at Kalpe on the Euxine Sea, and what Nikias 
also affirmed to the unhappy Athenian army whom he conducted 
away from Syracuse4-that wherever they sat down, they were 
sufficiently numerous and well-organized to become at once a 
city. A body of such troops might effectually assist, and would 
perhaps encourage, the Ilabylonian population to throw off the 
Persian yoke, and to exonerate themselves from the prodigious 
tribute which they now paid to the satrap. For these reasons, 

1 Xen. Anab. ii, 3, 18-27. 
2 Ktcsire Persicu, Frngm. c. 59, ed. Biihr; compared with the remarkable 

Fragment. 18, preserved by the so-called Demetrius Pha!Crcus; sec also 
Plutarch, Artuxerx. c. 17. 

3 Herodot. i, 193; ii, 108; Strabo, xvii, p. 788. 

4 Xcn. Anub. v, 6, 16 ; Thucyd. vii. 
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the advisers of Artaxerxes thought it advantageous to convey the 
Greeks across the Tigris out of Babylonia, beyond all possibility 
of returning thither. This was at any rate the primary ol0ect of 
the convention. And it was the more necessary to conciliate the 
good-will of the Greeks, because there seems to have been but 
one bridge over the Tigris; which bridge could only be reached 
by inviting them to advance considerably farther into the interior 
of Babylonia. 

Such was the state of fears and hopes on both sides, at the 
time when Ti,;saphernes left the Greeks, after concluding his 
convention. For twenty days did they await his return, without 
rcc>civing from him any communication; the Cyreian J>ersians 
under Ari~us being encamped near them. Such prolonged and 
unexplained delay became, after a few days, the source of much 
uneasiness to the Greeks; the more so as Arireu8 received during 
this interval several Yisits from his Persian kinsmen, and friendly 
mcsl'ages from the king, promising amnesty for his recent services 
under Cyrus. Of these messages the effects were painfully felt 
in manifest coldness of demeanor on the part of his Persian troops 
towards the Greeks. Impatient and suspicious, the Greek sol
diers impressed upon Klearchus their fears, that the king had 
concluded the recent convention only to arrest their movements, 
until he should have a.-:sembled a larger army and blocked up 
more clfl•ctually the roads against their return. To this Kle
ardms replied, - "I am aware of all that you say. Yet if we 
uow 8trike our tents, it will be a breach of the convention and a 
declaration of wnr. Xo one will furnish us with provi~ions; 
we 8lmll have no guides; A.ri.rus will desert us forthwith, w 
that we 8hall have his troops as enemies instead of friends. 
'n1ethcr there be any other rin•r for us to cross, I know not; 
hut we know th:1t the Euphrates itself can ne>er be crossed, if 
there he an enemy to re:>i:>t u;;. Xor have we any cavalry,-while 
carnlry is the be::'t and mo.<t numerous force of our enemies. If 
the king, haying all these adrnntng:es, re~1lly wishes to destroy 
u~, I do not know why he 1>hould fabely exch:wg:e all these oatlli 
nwl i-ol<•nmiti<'><, and thu~ make hi:; own word worthless in the 
Pyes both of Greeks :md barbarians." l 

1 Xcn. Anab. ii, 4, 3-S. 
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SECRET DESPAIR OF KLEARCllL'S. 

Such words from Klcarchus are remarkabl<1. as they testify l1is 
own complete de~pair of the situation, - certainly a very natural 
despair, - except by amicable dealing with the Persians ; and 
also his ignorance of geography and the country to be traversed. 
This feeling helps to explain his imprudent confidence afterwards 
in Tissaphernes. 

That satrap, however, after twenty days, at last came back, with 
his army prepared to retum to Ionia, - with the king's daughter 
whom he had just received in maniage, - and with another 
grandee named Orontas. Tissaphernes took the conduct of the 
march, providing supplies for the Greek troops to purchase; while 
Arireus and his division now separated themselves altogether from 
the Greeks, and became intermingled with the other l'crsians. 
Klcarchus and the Greeks followed them, at the distance of about 
three miles in the rear, with a separate guide for thcm:;elves ; not 
without jealousy and mistrust, sometimes shown in individual con
flicts, while collecting wood or forage, between them and the Per
sians of Arireus. After three days' march (that is, apparently, 
three days, calculated from the moment when they began their re
treat with Arimus) they came to the ·wall of l\Iedi:i, and passed 
through it,t prosecuting their march onward through the country 
on its other or interior side. It was of bricks cemented with bitu
men, one hundred feet high, and twenty feet broad; it was said to 
c>xtend a length of twenty parasangs (or about seventy miles, if 
we reckon the parasaug at thirty stadia), and to be not far distant 

Xen. A nab. ii, 4, 12. tl.le,,Bovrer cle Tp e;: r r; Ta{}µ 0 ii r' u¢iKovro 'lr(JU> 
ril Mlloiar Ka'Aovµevov relxor, Kai 7r a p 1J 'A t1 o v av r of du"'. It np1war3 
to me that these three dnys' march or urat1µol can hardly be computed 
from the moment when they commenced their march under the conduct of 
Tissapherncs. On the other hand, if we begin from the moment when the 
Greeks started unclcr conduct of Arirous, we can plninly trace three distinct 
resting pwces (urat1µovr) before they reached the "\Vall of Media. First, at 
the villages where the confusion and alarm arose (ii, 13-21). Secondly, at 
the villages of abundant supply, where they concluded the truec with Tis
saphernes, and waited twenty days for his return (ii, 3, 14; ii, 4, 9). Third
ly, one night's halt under the conduct of Tissaphernes, before they rcach<'d 
the "\Vall of l\Iedia. This makes three distinct stations or halting plac<'s, 
between the station (the first station after passing the undefended trench) 
from whence they started to begin their retreat under the conduct of Arireus, 
- and the point where they traversed the Wall of Media. 



IlISTORY OF GHEECE. 

from Babylon. T.i.vo days of farther march, computed as eight 
parasangs, brought them to the Tigris. During these two days 
they crossed two great ship canahi, one of them over a permanent 
bridge, the other over a temporary bridge laid on seven boats. 
Canals of such magnitude must probably have been two among 
the four stated by Xenophon to be drawn from the river Tigris, 
each of them a parasang distant from the other. They were one 
hundred feet broad, and deep enough even for heavy vessels; they 
were distributed by means of numerous smaller channels and ditches 
for the irrigation of the soil; and they were said to fall into the 
Euphrates; or rather, perhaps, they terminated in one main larger 
canal cut directly from the Euphrates to the Tigris, each of them 
joining this larger canal at a different point of its course. Within 
less than two miles of the Tigris was a large and populous city 
named Sittake, near which the Greeks pitched their camp, on the 
verge of a beautiful park or thick grove full of all kinds of trees; 
while the Persians all crossed the Tigris, at the neighboring bridge. 

As Proxenus and Xenophon were here walking in front of the 
camp after supper, a man was brought up who had asked for the 
former at the advanced posts. This man said that he came with 
instructions from Arireus. He advised the Greeks to be on their 
guard, as there were troops concealed in the adjoining grove, for 
the purpose of attacking them during the night, - and also to send 
and occnpy the bridge over the Tigris, since Tissaphernes intend
ed to break it down, in order that the Greeks might be caught 
without possibility of escape between the river and the canal. 
On discus~ing this information with Klearchus, who was much 
alarmed by it, a young Greek present remarked that the two mat
ters stated by the informant contradicted each other ; for that if' 
Tissaphcrnes intended to attack the Greeks during the night, he 
would not break down the bridge, so as both to prevent his own 
troops on the other side from crossing to aicl, and to deprive those 
on this side of all retreat if they were beaten, - while, if the 
Greeks were beaten, there was no escape open to them, whether 
the bridge continued or not. This remark induced ICTearchus to 
ask the messenger, what was the extent of ground between the 
Tigris and the canal. The messenger replied, that it was a great 
extent of country, comprising many large cities and villages. H.e
flecting on this communication, the Greek officers came to the con~ 
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clusion that the message was a stratagem on the part of Tissa
phcrnes to frighten them and accelerate their passage across the 
Tigris ; un<ler the apprehension that they might conceive the plan 
of scizjng or breaking the bri<lgc and occupying a permanent posi
tion in the spot where they were; 1vhich was an island, fortified 
on one side by the Tigris, - on the other sides, by intersecting 
canals between the Euphrates and the Tigris.I Such an island was 

1 I reserve for this place the consideration of that which Xenophon states, 
in two or three passages, about the \Vall of Media and about different ca
nals in connection with the Tigris, - the result of which, as far as I can 
make it out, stands in my text. 

I have already stated, in the preceding chapter, that in the march of the 
day next but one preceding the battle of Kunaxa, the army came to a deep 
and broad trench dug for defence across their line of way, with the excep
tion of a narrow gut of twenty feet broad close by the Euphrates; through 
which gut the whole army passed. Xenophon says, "This trench had been 
canied upwards across the plain as far as the \Vall of :Media, where indeed, 
the canals are situated, flowing from the river Tigris; four canals, one hun
dred feet in breadth, and extremely deep, so that corn-bearing vessels sail 
along them. They strike into the Euphrates, they are distant each from the 
other by one parasang, and there are bridges over them - llaperfraro cl' 
ii rfujipor UVlJ OlU TOV rreoiov hrt owoeKa rrapuaayyat;, µtxpt TOV l\f71clfor rei
xovr, lv{Ja o~ (the books print a full stop between uixovr and l:vi'Ja, which 
appears to me incorrect, as the sense goes on without interruption) elatv 
al 0t<Jpvxer. ci:rro rov Tiyp71ror rroraµov pfovaat· elat oe rirraper, ro µev 
evpot; rr/,,e{}ptatat, pa{Jefot Oe lf!xvpwt;, Kat 'lrAOla 'lrAEL EV avra'it; (!lTay<Jyu' 
elaf3&'Al..ovat of. elr: TOV Ei:<j>pur71v, OWA tl'lroV<rt o' l1<uaT71 rrapaafqy71,,, yi<fiv
pat o' lrretatv. The present tense-elatv al O'twpvxei"- seems to mark tho 
local reference of lv{Ja to the \Vall of ::IIcdia, and not to the actual march 
of the army. 

Major Rennell (Illustrations of the Expedition of Cyrus, pp. 79- 87, etc.), 
Ritter, (Erdkunde, x, p. 16), Koch, (Zug der Zehn Tausenu, pp. 46, 47),and 
Mr. Ainsworth (Travels in the Track of the Ten Thousand, p. 88) consider 
Xenophon to state that the Cyreian army on this day's march (the day but 
one before the battle) passed through the \Vall of Media and over the four 
distinct canals reaching from the Tib'Tis to the Euphrates. They all, indeed, 
contest the accuracy of this latter statement; Rennell remarking that tho 
level of the Tigris, in this part of its course, is lower than that of the Eu
phrates ; and that it could not supply water for so many broad canals so 
near to each other. Col. Chesney also conceives the army to have passed 
through the 'Vall of Media before the battle of l\:unaxa. 

It seems to me, howeYer, that they do not correctly interpret the words 
of Xenophon, who does not say that Cyms ever passed either the \Vall of 
l\ledia, or these four canals before the battle of Kunuxa, but who says (as 

VOL. IX. 5oc. 



HISTORY OF GREECE.G6 

a defensible position, having a most productive territory with numer
ous cultivators, so as to furnish shelter and means of hostility for 
all the king's enemies. Tissaphernes calculated that the message 

Kruger, De Authcntiii Anabaseos, p. 12, prefixed to his edition of the Anab
asis, rightly explains him), that these four canals flowing from the Tigris 
are at, or near, the 'Vall of Me<liu, which the Greeks did not pass through 
nntil long afier the battle, when Tiosaphemcs was conducting them towards 
the Tigri~, two <lays' march before they reached Sittake (Anab. ii, 4, 12). 

It bus been supposed, during the last few years, that the direction of the 
'Vall of Media could be verified by actual ruins still subsisting on the spot. 
Dr. Ross and Captain Lynch (see journal of the Geographical Society, vol. 
ix. pp. 4-!i-4i3, with Captain Lynch's map annexed) discovered a line of 
embankment which they considered to be the remnant of it. It begins on 
the western bank of the Tigris, in latitude 3-!0 31, and stretches towards the 
Euphrates in a direction from N. N. E. to S. S. ,V. "It is a solitary straight 
Ringle mound, twenty-five long paces thick, with a bastion on its western 
face at every fifty-five paces; and on the same side it has a deep ditch, 
t'l'icnty-scven paces broad. The wall is here built of the small pebbles of 
the country, imbedded in cement of lime of great tenacity; it is from thirty
five to forty feet in height, and runs in a straight line as far as the eye can 
trace it. The Bedouins tell me that it goes in the same straight line to two 
mounds called Hamclah on the Euphrates, some hours above }'elujah ; that 
it is, in places far inland, built of brick, and in some parts worn down to a 
level with the desert." (Dr. Hoss, L c. p. 4-16 ). 

Upon the faith of these observations, the supposed wall (now called Sidd 
Nimrnd by the natives) has been laid down as the 'Vall of Media reaching 
from the Tigris to the Euphrates, in the best recent maps, especially that of 
Colonel Chesney; and accepted as such by recent inquirers. 

NHerthclcss, snhseqnent observations, recently made known by Colonel 
Rawlinson to the Geographical Society, have contradicted the views of 
Dr. Hoss as stated above, and shown that the ·wall of l\Ic<lia, in the line 
11crc assigned to it, has no evidence to rest upon. Captain Jones, com
mander of the steamer at Bagdad, undertook, at the request of Colonel 
Rawlinson a minute examination of the locality, and ascertained that what 
hurl been laid down as the "rall of 1Icdia was merely a line of m~nn<ls ; no 
wall at all, bnt a mere embankment, extending seven or eight miles from 
the Tigris, and designed to arrest the winter torrents and drain off the rain 
water of the desert into a large reservoir, which served to in-igate an ex
tcnsi YC valley between the ri vcrs. 

}'rom this important communication it results, that there is as yet no 
evidence now remaining for determining what was the line or position of the 
'Vall of l\Icdia; which had been supposed to be a dutnm positively estab
lished, serving as premises from whence to deduce other positions mcntionecl 
by Xenophon. As onr knowledge now stands, there is not a single point 
mentioned by Xenophon in Babylonia which can be positively verified, except 
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now delivered would induce the Greeks to become alarmed with 
their actual position and to cross the Tigris with as little delay a~ 
possible. At lca~t this was the interpretation which the Greek 
officers put upon his procee<liug; an interpretation highly plausi
ble, since, in order to reach the bridge over the Tigris, he had 
b<;en obliged to conduct the Greek troops into a position sufficiently 
tempting for them to hold, -and since he knew that his own pur
poses were purely treacherous. But the Greeks, officers as well 

Babylon itself, - and Pylm, which is known pretty nearly, as the spot 
where Babylonia proper commences. 

The description which Xenophon gives of the 'Vall of l\Iedia is very plain 
and specific. I see no reason to doubt that he actually saw it, passed through 
it, and correctly describes it in height as well as breadth. Its entire length 
he of course 011ly gives from what he was toltl. His statement appears to 
me good evidence that there was a l'iall of 1\lcdia, which reached from the 
Tigris to the Euphrates, or perhaps to some canal cut from the Euphrates, 
though there exists no mark to show what was the precise locality and di
rection of the 'Vall. Ammianus .l\Iarcellinus (xxiv, 2), in the expedition 
of the emperor Julian, saw near .l\faccpracta, on the left bank of the Eu
phrates, the ruins of a wall, "which in ancient times had stretched to a 
great distance for the defence of Assyria against foreign invasion." It is 
fair to presume that this was the 'Vall of l\Iedia; but the position of .l\face
practa cannot be assigned. 

It is important, however, to remember, -what I have already stated in 
this note,- that Xenophon did not see, and did not cross either the 'Vall 
of Media, or the two canals here mentioned, until many days after the bat
tle of Kunaxa. 

'Ve know from Herodotus that all the territory of Babylonia was inter
sected by canals, and that there was one canal greater than the rest and 
navigable, which flowed from the Euphrates to the Tigris, in a direction to 
the south of east. This coin<'i<les pretty well with the direction assigned 
in Colonel Chesney's map to the Nahr-l\Inlcha or Rcgium Flumen, into 
which the four great canals, descrihed hy Xenophon as drawn from the Ti
gris to the Euphrates, might naturally discharge themselves, and still be 
said to fall into the Euphrates, of which the Nahr-l\Ialcha was as it were a 
branch. How the level of the two rivers would adjust itself, when the space 
between them was covered with a network of canals great and small, and 
when a vast quantity of the water of both was exhausted in fertilizing the 
earth, is difficult to say. 

The island wherein the Greeks stood, at their position near Sittake, before 
crossing the Tigris, would be a parallelogram formed by the Tigris, the 
Nahr-l\falcha, and the two parallel canals j'oiuing them. It might well be 
called a large ilsland, containing many cities and villages, with a large 
population. 
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as soldiers, were animated only by the wish of reaching home. 
They trusted, though not without misgivings, in the promise of 
Ti~saphernes to cornluct them ; and never for a moment thought 
of taking permanent post in this fertile island. They did not, 
however, neglect the precaution of sending a guard during the 
night to the bridge over the Tigris, which no enemy came to assail. 
On the next morning they passed over it in a body, in cautious 
and mistrustful array, and found themselves on the eastern bank 
of the Tigris, -not only without attack, but even without sight 
of a single Persian, except Glus, the interpreter, and a few others 
watching their motions. 

After having crossed by a bridge laid upon thirty-seven pon
toons, the Greeks continued their march to the northward upon the 
eastern side of the Tigris, for fout' days, to the river Physkus ; 
said to be twenty parasangs.1 The Physkus was one hundred 
feet wide, with a bridge, and the large city of Opis near it. Here, 
at the frontier of Assyria and :Media, the road from the eastern 
regions to Babylon joined the road northerly on which the Greeks 
were marching. An illegitimate brother of Artaxerxes was seen 
at the head of a numerous force, which he was conducting from 
Susa and Ekbatana as a reinforcement to the royal army. This 
great host halted to see the Greeks pass by; and Klearchus 
ordered the march in column of two abreast, employing himself 
actively to maintain an excellent array, and halting more than 
once. The army thus occupied so long a time in passing by 
the Persian host, that their numbers appeared greater than the 
reality, even to themselves ; while the effect upon the Persian 
spectators was very imposing.2 Here 'Assyria ended and JUedia 
began. They marched, still in a northerly direction, for six days 
through a portion of Media almost unpeopled, until they came to 
some flourishing villages which formed a portion of the domain of 
queen Parysatis ; prol>ably these villages, forming so marked an 
exception to the desert character of the remaining march, were 

1 There seems reason to believe that in ancient times the Tigris, above 
Bagdad, followed a course more to the westward, and less winding, than it 
does now. The situation of Opis cannot be verified. The ruins of a large 
city were seen by Captain Lynch near the confluence of the river A<lhem 
with the Tigris, which he supposed to be Opis, in lat. 34°. 

2 Xen. Anab. ii, 4, 26. 
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situated on the Lesser Zab, whlch flows into the Tigris, and which 
Xenophon must have crossed, though he makes no mention of it. 
According to the order of march stipulated between the Greeks 
and Tissaphernes, the latter only provided a supply of provisions 
for the former to purchase ; but on the present halt, he allowed 
the Greeks to plunder the villages, which were rich and full of all 
~orts of subsistence, - yet without caITying off the slaves. The 
wish of the satrap to put an insult on Cyrus, as his personal ene
my,1 through Parysatis, thus proved a sentence of ruin to these 
unhappy villagers. Five more days' march, called twenty para
sangs, brought them to the banks of the river Zabatus, or the 
Greater Zab, which flows into the Tigris near a town now called 
Senn. During the first of these five days, they saw on the oppo
site side of the Tigris a large town called Kamm, from whence 
they received supplies of provisions, brought across by the inhabit
ants upon rafts supported by inflated skins.9 

On the banks of the Great Zab they halted three days,- days 
of serious and tragical moment. Having been under fceliug;; of 
mistrust, ever since the convention with Tissaphernes, they Ii.ad 
followed throughout the whole march, with separate guides of their 
own, in the rear of his army, always maintaining their encamp
ment apart. During their halt on the Zab, so many various mani. 

1 Ktesias, Fragm. 18, ed. Bahr. 
• Xen. Anah. ii, 5, 26-28. 
Mannert, Rennell, 1Ir. Ainsworth, and most modem commentators, iden

tify this town of Kaival or Kren::e with the modem town Senn; which lat
ter place Mannert (Gcogr. der Rum. v. p. 333) and Rennell (Illustrations, 
p. I 29) represent to he near the Lesser Zah instead of the greater Zah. 

To me it appears that the locality assigned by Xenophon to Kaival, docs 
not at all suit the modem town of Senn. Nor is there much real similarity 
of name between the two; although our erroneous way of pronouncing the 
Latin name Caenae, creates a delusive appearance of similarity. Mr. Ains
worth shows that some modem writers have been misled in the same man
ner by identifying the modem town of Sert with Tigranocerla. 

It is a perplexing circumstance in the geography of Xenophon's work, 
that he makes no mention of the Lesser Zab, which yet he must have 
crossed. IIerodotns notices them both, and remarks on the fact that though 
distinct rivers, both bore the same name (v, 52). Perhaps, in drawing up 
his narrative after the expedition, Xenophon may have so far forgotten, as 
to fancy that two synonymous rivers, mentioned as distinct in his memo
randa, were only one. 
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festations occurred to aggravate the mistrust, that hostilities seemed 
on the point of breaking out between the two camps. To obviate 
this danger Klearclms demanded an interview with Tissaphernes, 
represented to him the threatening attitude of affairs, and insisted 
on the necessity of coming to a clear understanding. He im
pressed upon the satrap that, over and above the solemn oaths which 
had been interchanged, the Greeks on their side could have no 
conceivable motive to quarrel with him; that they had everything 
to hope from his friernfahip, and everything to fear, even to the 
loss of all chance of safe retmn, from his hostility; that Tissa
phernes, also, could gain nothing by destroying them, but would 
find them, if he chose, the best and most faithful instruments for 
his own aggrandizement and for conquering the 1\Iysians and the 
Pisidians, - as Cyrus had experienced while he was alive. Klear
chus concluded his protest by requesting to be informed, what ma
licious reporter had been filling the mind of Tissaphernes with 
causeless suspicions against the Greeks.I 

"Klearchus (replied the satrap), I rejoice to hear such excel
lent sense from your lips. You remark truly, that if you were 
to meditate evil against me, it would recoil upon yourselves. I 
shall prove to you, in my turn, that you have no cause to mistrust 
either the king or me. If we had wished to destroy you, nothing 
would be easier. '\Ve have superabundant forces for the purpose; 
there are wide plains in which you would be starved,- besides 
mountains and rivers which you would be unable to pass, without 
our help. Having thus the means of destroying you in our hands, 
and having nevertheless bound ourselves by solemn oaths to save 
you, we shall not be fools and knaves enough to attempt it now, 
when we should draw upon ourselves the just indignation of the 
gods. It is my peculiar affection for my neighbors, the Greeks, 
and my wish to attach to my own person, by ties of gratitude, 
the Greek soldiers of Cyrus, - which have made me eager to 

conduct you to Ionia in safety. For I know that when you are 
in my service, though the king is the only man who can wear his 
tiara erect upon his head, I shall be able to wear mine erect upon 
my heart, in full pride and confidence." 2 

1 Xcn. Anab. ii, 5, 2-15. 
' Xen. Anab. ii, 5, 17-23. This last comparison is curious, and in all 

probability the genuine words of the satrap - rijv 11ev yap brt TU 1mpa1Lii 
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So powerful was the impression ma<le upon Klearchus by these 
assurances, that he exclaimed,-" Surely those informers deserve 
the severest punishment, who try to put us at enmity, when we 
are such good friemls to each other, and have so much reason to 
be so." "Yes (replied Tissaphernes), they deserve nothing less; 
and if you, with the other generals and lochages, will come into 
my tent to-morrow, I will tell you who the calumniators are." 
"To-be-sure I will (rejoined Klearchus), and bring the other gen
erals with me. I shall tell you at the same time, who are the 
parties that seek to prejudice us against you." The conversation 
then ended, the satrap detaining Klearclms to dinner, and treating 
him in the most hospitable aml confidential manner. 

On the next morning, Klcarclms communicated what had passed 
to the Greeks, insisting on the necessity that all the generals should 
go to Tissaphernes pursuant to his invitation; in order to reestab
lish that confidence which unworthy calumniators had shaken, and 
to punish such of the calumniators as might be Greeks. So em
phatically did h~,pledge himself for tl1e good faith and philhellenic 
dispositions of the satrap, that he overruled the opposition of many 
among the soldiers ; who, still continuing to entertain their former 
suspicions, remonstrated especially against the extreme imprudence 
of putting all the generals at once into the power of Tissaphernes. 
The urgency of Klearchus prevailed. Himself with four other 
generals, - Proxenus, 1\Ienon, Agias, and Sokrates, - and twenty 
lochages or captains, - went to visit the satrap in his tent ; about 
two hundred of the soldiers going along with them, to make pur
chases for their own account in the Persian camp-market.I 

On reaching the quarters of Tissapl1erneB,- distant nearly three 
miles from the Grecian camp, according to habit, - the five gen-' 
erals were admitted into the interior, while the lochages remained 
at the entrance. A purple flag, hoisted from the top of the tent, 
betrayed too late the purpose for which they had been invited to 
come. The lochages and the Grecian soldiers who had accom
panied them were surprised and cut down, while tl1e generals in 
the interior were detained, put in chains, and carried up as prison
ers to the Persian court. Here Klearchus, Proxenus, Agias, and 

rfo.pav f3aut'Aei µ6v!f lfe!ITLV op{J'ijv lxe1v, rijv o' ltrt Tij twpcli(l fo(,Jr av VflWV 
trap6vr(,)v Kai frepo~ evtreri:ir lxoi. 

1 Xen. Anah. ii, 5, 30. 
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Sokrntcs were beheaded after a short imprisonment. Queen Pa
rysatis, indeed, from affection to Cyrus, not only furnished many 
comforts to Klcarchus in the prison, by the hands of her surgeon, 
Ktcsias, but used all her influence with her son Artaxerxes to save 
his lifo ; though her efforts were counteracted, on this occasion, by 
the superior influence of queen Stateira, his "'ife. The rivalry 
between these two royal women, doubtless arising out of many 
other circumstances besides the death of Klearchus, became soon 
afterwards so furious, that Parysatis caused Stateira to be poi
soned.J 

l\Ienon was not put to death along with the other generals. 
He appears to have taken credit at the Persian court for the 
treason of entrapping his colleagues into the hands of Tissaphernes. 
But his life was only prolonged to perish a year afterwards in 
disgrace and torture, - probably by the requisition of Parysatis, 
who thus avenged the death of Klcarchus. The queen-mother 
had always power enough to perpetrate cruelties, though not al
ways to avert them.'.l She had already brought to a miserable 
end every one, even faithful defenders of Artaxerxes, concerned 
in the death of her son Cyrus. 

Though l\Ienon thought it convenient, when brought up to 
Babylon, to boast of having been the instrument through whom 
the generals were entrapped into the fatal tent, this boast is not to 
be treated as matter of fact. For not only does Xenophon ex
plain the catastrophe differently, but in the delineation which he 
gives of l\Ienon, dark and odious as it is in the extreme, he does 
not advance any such imputation; indirectly, indeed, he sets it 

1 Xen. Anab. ii, 6, I. Ktesiro Frag. Persica, c. 60, ed. Bahr; Plutarch, 
Artaxerx. c, 19, 20; Diodor. xiv, 27. 

2 Tacit. llistor. i, 45. "Othoni nondum nuctoritas incrat ad prohibendum 
scelus ; Jubere jam poterat. Ita, simnlationc in:c, vinciri jussum (l\Iarinm 
Celsum) et majorcs pU'nas daturnm, affinnans, prrescnti el!-itio snhtrnxit." 

Ktcsias (Persica, e, 60; compare Plutarch and Diodorus as referred to in 
the preceding note) attests the treason of Menon, which he probably derived 
from the story of Menon himself. Xenophon mentions the ignominious 
death of Menon, and he probably derived his information from Ktesias (see 
Anabasis, ii, 6, 29). 

The supposition that it was Pttrysatis who procured the death of Menon, 
in itself highly probable, renders all the different statements consistent and 
harmonious. 
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aside.I Unfortunately for the reputation of Klearchus, no such 
reasonable excuse can be offered for his credulity, which brought 
himself as well as his colleagues to so melancholy an end, and his 
whole army to the brink of ruin. It appears that the general 
sentiment of the Grecian army, taking just measure of the char
acter of Tissaphernes, was disposed to greater circumspection in 
dealing with him. Upon that system Klearclrns himself had hith
erto acted; and the necessity of it might have been especially 
present to his mind, since he had served with the Lacedremonian 
fleet at l\Iiletus in 411 B. c., and had, therefore, had fuller expe
rience than other men in the army, of the satrap's real character.2 
On a sudden he now turns round, and on the faith of a few verbal 
declarations, puts 111l the military chiefs into the most defenceless 
posture and the most obvious peril, such as hardly the strongest 
grounds for confidence could have ju~titicd. Though the remark 
of l\Iachiavel is justified by large ex1iericncc, - that from the 
short-sightedness of men and their obedience to present impulse, 
the most notorious deceiver will always find new persons to trust 
him, - still such miajudgment on the part of an officer of age 
and experience is difficult to explain.3 Polyrenus intimates that 
beautiful women, exhibited by the satrap at his first banquet to 
Klearchus alone, served as a lure to attract him with all his col
leagues to the second ; while Xenophon imputes the error to 
continuance of a jealous rivalry with l\Ienon. The latter,4 it 
appears, having always been intimate with Ariams, had been 

1 Xenophon seems to intimate that there were various stories current, 
which he does not credit, to the disparagement of Menon, - Kat T<~ µev oi') 
arpavi/ l~eart r.epl avrov ipevoemJat, etc. (Anab. ii, 6, 28). 

Athenreus (xi, p. 505) erroneously states that Xenophon affirmed Menon 
to be the person "·ho caused the destruction of IGearchus by Tissa
phernes. 

•Xenophon in the Cyropredia (viii, 8, 3) gives a strnnge explanation of 
the imprudent confidence reposed by Klearchus in the assurance of the 
Persian satrap. It arose (he says) from the high reputation for good faith 
which the Persians had acquired by the undeviating and scrupulous honor 
of the first Cyrus (or Cyrus the Great), but which they had since ceased to 
deserve, though the com1ption of their character had not before publicly 
manifested itself. 

This is a curious perversion of history to serve the purpose of his ro
mance. 

3 Macciave!li, Principe, c, 18, p. 65. ' Polyren. vii, 18. 
VOL. IX. 4 
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thus brought into previous communication with Tissaphernes, by 
whom he had been well received, and by whom he was also 
encouraged to lay plans for detaching the whole Grecian army 
from Klearchus, so as to bring it all under his (J\Ienon's) com
mand, into the service of the satrap. Such at least was the 
suspicion of Klearchus ; who, jealous in the extreme of his own 
military authority, tried to defeat the scheme by bidding still high
er himself for the favor of Tissaphernes. Imagining that l\fenon 
was the unknown calumniator who prejudiced the satrap against 

. him, he hoped to prevail on the satrap to disclose his name and 
dismiss him.l Such jealousy seems to have robbed Klearchus of 
his customary prudence. \Ve must also allow for another im
pression deeply fixed in his mind; that the salvation of the army 
was hopeless without the consent of Tissaphernes, and, therefore, 
since the latter had conducted them thus far in safety, when he 
might have destroyed them before, that his designs at the bottom 
could not be hostile.2 

Notwithstanding these two great mistakes,-one on the pres
ent occasion, one previously, at the battle of Kunaxa, in keeping 
the Greeks on the right contrary to the order of Cyrus, - both 
committed by Klearchus, the loss of that officer was doubtless a 
great misfortune to the army ; while, on the contrary, the re
moval of l\fenon was a signal benefit, - perhaps a condition of 
ultimate safety. A man so treacherous and unprincipled as Xen
ophon depicts l\fenon, would probably have ended by really com
mitting towards the army that treason, for which he falsely took 
credit at the Persian court in reference to the seizure of the 
generals. 

The impression entertained by Klearchus, respecting the hope
less position of the Greeks in the heart of the Persian territory 
after the death of Cyrus, was perfectly natural in a military man 
who could appreciate all the means of attack and obstruction 
which the enemy had it in their power to employ. Nothing is so 
unaccountable in this expedition as the manner in which such 
means were thrown away, - the spectacle of Persian impotence. 
First, the whole line of upward march, including the passage of the 
Euphrates, left nndefended; next, the long trench dug across the 

Xen • .Anab. ii, 5, 27, 28. 1 Compare Anab. ii, 4, 6, 7 ; ii, 5, 9. 1 
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frontier of Babylonia, with only a passage of twenty feet wi<le 
left near the Euphrates, abandoned without a guard; lastly, the 
line of the Wall of l\Ie<lia and the canals which offered such favor
able positions for keeping the Greeks out of the cultivated territory 
of Babylonia, n<>glected in like manner, and a convention con
cluded, whereby the Persians engaged to escort the invaders safe 
to the Ionian coast, beginning by conducting them through the 
heart of Babylonia, amidst canals affording inexpuguable defences 
if the Greeks had cl10sen to take up a position among them. The 
plan of Ti;;saphernes, as far as we can understand it, seems to have 
been, to draw the Greeks to some considerable distance from the 
heart of the Persian empire, and then to open his schemes of trea
sonable hostility, which the imprudence of Klearchus enabled him 
to do, on the banks of the Great Zab, with chances of success such 
as he could hardly have contemplated. '\Ve have here a fresh 
example of the wondeiful impotence of the Persians. "\Ve should 
liave expected that, after having committed so flagrant an act of 
perfidy, Tissaphernes would at least have tried to turn it to account; 
that he would have poured, with all his forces and all his vigor, on 
the Grecian camp, at the moment when it was unprepared, disor
ganized, and without commanders. Instead of which, when the 
generals (with those who accompanied them to the Persian camp) 
had been seized or slain, no attack whatever was made except by 
small detachments of Persian cavalry upon individual Greek strag
glers in the plain. One of the companions of the generals, an 
.Arcadian named Nikarclrns, ran wounded into the Grecian camp, 
where the soldiers were looking from afar at the horsemen scour
ing the plain without knowing what they were about, - exclai~g 
that the Persians were massacring all the Greeks, officers as well 
as soldiers. Immediately the Greek soldiers hastened to put them
selves in defence, expecting a general attack to be made upon their 
camp; but no more Persians came near than a body of about three 
hundred horse; under .Ar:ireus and Mithridates (the confidential 
companions of the deceased Cyrus), accompanied by the brother 
of Tissaphernes. These men, approaching the Greek lines as friends, 
called for the Greek officers to come forth, as they had a message 
to deliver from the king. .Accordingly, Kleanor and Sophrenetus, 
with an adequate guard, came to the front, accompanied by Xeno
phon, who was anxious to hear news about Proxenus. Arireus 
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then acquainted them that Klearclms, having been detected in a 
breach of the convention to which he had sworn, had been put to 
death ; that Proxcnus and :Menon, who had divulged his treason, 
were in high honor at the Persian quarters. He concluded by 
saying, - the king calls upon you to surrender your arms, which 
now (he says) belong to him, since they formerly belonged to his 
slave Cyrus."l 

The step here taken seems to testify a belief on the part of these 
Persians, that the generals being now in their power, the Grecian 
soldiers had become defenceless, and might be required to surrender 
their arms, even to men who had just been guilty of the most 
deadly fraud and injury towards them. If Arireus entertained 
such an expectation, he was at once undeceived by the language 
of Kleanor and Xenophon, who breathed nothing but indignant 
reproach; so that he soon retired anu left the Greeks to their own 
reflections. 

While their camp thus remained unmolested, every man within 
it was a prey to the most agonizing apprehensions. Huin appeared 
impcnuing and inevitable, though no one coulu tell in what precise 
form it would come. The Greeks were in the midst of a hostile 
country, ten thousand stadia from home, surrounded by enemies, 
blocked up by impassable mountains and rivers, without guides, 
without provisions, without cavalry to aid their retreat, without 
generals to give orders. A stupor of sorrow and conscious helpless
ness seized upon all. Few came to the evening muster; few lighted 
fires to cook their suppers ; every man lay down to rest where he 
was ; yet no man could sleep, for fear, anguish, and yearning after 
relatives whom he was never again to beholu.2 

Amidst the many causes of despondency which weighed down 
this forlorn army, there was none more serious than the fact, that 
not a single man among them had now either authority to com
mand, or obligation to take the initiative. Nor was any ambitious 
candidate likely to volunteer his pretensions, at a moment when 
the post promised nothing but the maximum of difficulty as well as 
of hazard. A new, self-kindled, light- and self-originated stimu
lus - was required, to vivfy the embers of suspended hope and 
action, in a mass paralyzed for the moment, but every way capable 

1 Xen. Anab. ii, 5, 37, 38. 2 Xen. Anab. iii, I, 2, 3 
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of effort. And the inspiration now fell, happily for the army, upon 
one in whom a full measure of soldierly strength and courage was 
combined with the education of an Athenian, a democrat, and a 
philosopher. 

It is in true Homeric vein, and in something like Homeric lan
guage, that Xenophon (to whom we owe the whole narrative of the 
expedition) describes his dream, or the intervention of Oneirus, 
sent by Zeus, from which this renovating impulse took its rise.l 
Lying mournful and restless, like his comrades, he caught a short 
repose; when he dreamt that he heard thunder, and saw the burn
ing thunder-bolt fall upon his paternal house, which became forth
with encircled by flames. A waking, full of terror, he instantly 
sprang up ; upon which the dream began to fit on and blend itself 
with his waking thoughts, and with the cruel realities of his posi
tion. His pious and excited fancy generated a series of shadowy 
analogies. The dream was sent by Zeus2 the King, since it was 
from him that thunder and lightning proceeded. In one respect., 
the sign was auspicious, - that a great light had appeared to him 
from Zeus, in the midst of peril and suffering. But on the other 
hand, it was alarming, that the house had appeared to be com
pletely encircled by flames, preventing all egress, because this 
seemed to indicate that he would remain confined where he was 
in the Persian dominions, without being able to overcome the diffi
culties which hedged him in. Yet doubtful as tlie promise was, it 
was still the message of Zeus addressed to himself, serving as a 
stimulus to him to break through the common stupor and take the 
initiative movement.3 "'Vhy am I lying here? Night is advanc

1 Xen. Anab. iii, l, 4-11. 'IIv cl§ Tl!: tv T'.J urpartfi, ';?::.evorpwv 'A{J'fjvalor, 
or; OVTe mparr1y6r:, etc. 

Horner, Iliad, v, 9 
'Hv cl§ r1r lv Tptieaut tJ.a;p'f/r;, a<pvelor;, aµvµ{,)v, 
'Ipei>r; 'Hrpaiuroto, etc. 

Compare the description of Zeus sending Oncirus to the sleeping Aga
memnon, at the beginning of the second hook of the Iliad. 

2 Hcspecting the value of a sign from Zeus Basileus, and the necessity 
of conciliating him, compare various passages in the Cyropredia, ii, 4, 19; 
iii, 3, 21; vii, 5, 57. 

3 Xen. Anab. iii, I, 12, 13. ITepirpo(3or cl' ev{JiJr; UV'fjytp{J11, Kat ril ovap r;; 
µev licpivev U.ya{J6v, iln lv Trovo1r l:Jv Kat Ktvclvvoir rpwr; µiya l1e ti.1iir lcleiv 
Mose, etc.•.•••• '07roiov µev cli1 fort Til TOlOVTOV ovap lcleiv, lseurt UKO'lreiv 
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ing; at day-break the enemy will be on us, and we shall be put to 
death with tortures. Not a man is stirring to take measures of de
fence. ·why do I wait for any man olcler than myself, or for any 
man of a cliffcrcnt city, to begin?" 

With these reflections, interesting in themselves and given with 
Homeric vivacity, he instantly went to convene the lochagi or cap
tains who hacl served uncler his late fricncl Proxenus; and im
pressed upon them emphatically the necessity of standing forward 
to put the army in a posture of clefence. "I cannot sleep, gentle
men ; neither, I presume, can you, under our present perils. The 
enemy will be upon us at day-break, - prepared to kill us all 
with tortures, as his worst enemies. For my part, I rejoice that 
his flagitious perjury has put an end to a truce by which we were 
the great losers; a truce under which we, mindful of our oaths, 
have passed through all the rich possessions of the king, without 
touching anything except what we could purchase with our own 
scanty means. Now, we have our hands free; all these rich spoils 
stand between us and him, as prizes for the better man. The gods, 
who preside over the match, will assuredly be on the side of us, 
who have kept our oaths in spite of strong temptations, against 
these perjurers. J\Ioreover, our bodies are more enduring, and our 
spirits more gallant, than theirs. They are easier to wound, and 
easier to kill, than we are, under the same favor of the gods as we 
experienced at Kunaxa. 

"Probably others also are feeling just as we feel. Ilut let us not 
wait for any one el:;e to come as monitors to us ; let us take the 
lead, and communicate the stimulus of honor to others. Do you 
show yourselves now the best among the lochages, - more worthy 
of beipg generals than the generals themselves. Begin at once, 

lie TWV uvµ(3uvT<.JV µera TO ovap. TiyveraL yap TuOe. Ev1%, hmoi'; uv11ytp
1J11, 7rpwrov µev tvvota avri;J lµ7ri7rTEL. TL KaTuKEtµat; i; oe vv~ 7rpof3aivEL' 
uµa oe rij f1µ€pr;i EiKil> TOV> 7rOAeµiov, Ji~ELV, etc. 

The rca1lcr of Homer will readily recall various passages in the Iliad and 
Odyssey, wherein the like mental talk is put into language and expanded, 
- such as Iliad, xi, 403 - and several other passages cited or refeITed to in 
Colonel l\fore's History of the Language and Literature of Greece, ch. xiv, 
vol. ii, p. 25 seq. 

A vision of light shining brightly out of a friendly house, counts for a 
favorable sign (Plutarch, De Genio Socratis, p. 587 C.). 

http:uv�(3uvT<.JV
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and I desire only to follow you. But if you order me into the 
front rank, I shall obey without pleading my youth as an excuse, 
- accounting myself .of complete maturity, when the purpose is 
to save myself from ruin."1 

All the captains who heard Xenophon cordially concurred in his 
suggestion, and desired him to take the lead in executing it. One 
captain alone,-Apollonides, speaking in the Boootian dialect, 
protested against it as insane ; enlarging upon their desperate posi
tion, and insisting upon submission to the king, as the only chance 
of safety. "How (replied Xenophon) ? Have you forgotten the 
courteous treatment which we received from the Persians in Baby
lonia, when we replied to their demand for the surrender of our 
arms by showing a bold front? Do not you see the miserable fate 
which has befallen Klearchus, when he trusted himself unarmed 
in their hands, in reliance on their oaths ? And yet you scout our 
exhortations to resistance, again advising us to go and plead for 
indulgence! l\Iy friends, such a Greek as this man, disgraces not 
only his own city, but all Greece besides. Let us banish him from 
our counsels, cashier him, and make a slave of him to carry bag
gage."-" Nay (observed Agasias of Stymphalus), the man has 
nothing to do with Greece; I myself have seen his ears bored, 
like a true Lydian." Apollonides was degraded accordingly.2 

Xenophon with the rest then distributed themselves in order to 
bring together the chief remaining officers in the army, who were 
presently convened, to the number of about one hundred. The 

1 Xen. Anab. iii, 1, 16, 25. 

"Vel imperatore, vel milite, me utemini." (Sallust, Bellum Catilinar. 


c. 20). 
• Xcn. Auab. iii, 1, 26-30. It would appear from the words of Xen

ophon, that Apollonides had been one of those who had held raint-hearted 
language (inroµa"AaKt~6µevot, ii, 1, 14) in the conversation with Phalinus 
shortly after the death of Cyrus. Hence Xenophon tells him, that this is 
the second time of his offering such advice-"A ai! 1ravra elowr, roi!r µev 
uµvveai'Jat KtAtVoVTaf: '/JAvapeiv '/J{i<;, 1r ti {j t l V 0 e 1r a°).,' V I< e AeVet r l ov
Ta!,' j 

This helps to explain the contempt and rigor with which Xenophon hero 
treats him. Nothing indeed could be more deplorable, under the actual 
circumstances, than for a man " to show his acuteness by summing up the 
perils around." See the remarkable speech of Demosthenes at Pylos 
(Thucyd. iv, 10). 
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senior captain of the earlier body next desired Xenophon to repeat 
to this larger body the topics upon which he had just before been 
insisting. Xenophon obeyed, enlarging yet more emphatically on 
the situation, perilous, yet not without hope, - on the proper 
measures to be taken, - and especially on the necessity that they, 
the chief officers remaining, should put themselves forward promi
nently, first fix upon effective commanders, then afterwards submit 
the names to be confirmed by the army, accompanied with suitable 
exhortations and encouragement. His speech was applauded and 
welcomed, especially by the Lacedremonian general Cheirisophus, 
who had joined Cyrus with a body of seven hundred hoplites at 
Issus in Kilikia. Cheirisophus urged the captains to retire forth
with, and agree upon other commanders instead of the four who 
had been seized; after which the herald must be summoned, and 
the entire body of soldiers convened without delay. Accordingly 
Timasion of Dardanus was chosen instead of Klearchus ; Xan
thikles in place of Sokrates ; Kleanor in place of Agias ; Philesius 
in place of JHenon ; and Xenophon instead of Proxenus.1 The 
captains, who had served under each of the departed generals, 
separately chose a successor to the captain thus promoted. It is to 
be recollected that the five now chosen were not the only generals 
in the camp; thus for example, Cheirisophus liad the command 
of his own separate division, and there may have been one or two 
others similarly placed. But it was now necessary for all the gene
rals to form a Board and act in concert. 

At daybreak the newly constituted Board of generals placed 
proper outposts in advance, and then convened the army in gene
ral assembly, in order that the new appointments might be submit
ted and confirmed. As soon as this had been done, probably on the 
propo~ition of Cheirisoplms (who liad been in command before), 
that general addressed a few words of exhortation and encourage
ment to the soldiers. Ile was followed by Kleanor, who delivered, 
with the like brevity, an earnest protest against the perfidy of Tis
sapherncs and Arireus. Both of them left to Xenophon the task, 
alike important and arduous at this moment of despondency, of set
ting forth the case at length, - working up the feelings of the 
soldiers to that pitch of resolution which the emergency required, 

1 Xen. Anab. iii, I, 36-46. 
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- and above all, cxtingui8hing all those inclinations to acquiesce 
in new treacherous proposals from the enemy, which the perils of 
the situation would be likely to suggest. 

Xenophon had equipped himself in his finest military costume 
at this his first official appearance before the army, when the scales 
seemed to tremble between life an<l death. Taking up the protest 
of Kleanor against the treachery of the Persians, he insisted that 
any attempt to enter into convention or trust with such liars, would 
be utter ruin, - but that if energetic resolution were taken to deal 
with them only at the point of the sword, and punish their mis
deeds, there was good hope of the favor of the gods and of ultimate 
preservation. As he pronounced this last word, one of the soldiers 
near him happened to sneeze. Immediately the whole army 
around shouted with one accord the accustomed invocation to Zeus 
the Preserver ; and Xenophon, taking up the accident, continued, 
- " Since, gentlemen, this omen from Zeus the Preserver has 
appeared at the instant when we were talking about preservation, 
let us here vow to offer the preserving sacrifice to that god, and at. 
the same time to sacrifice to the remaining gods as well as we can, 
in the first friendly country which we may reach. Let every man 
who agrees with me, hold up his hand." All held up their hands; 
all then joined in the vow, and shouted the prean. 

This accident, so dexterously turned to profit by the rhetorical 
skill of Xenophon, was eminently beneficial in raising the army 
out of the depression which weighed them down, and in disposing 
them to listen to his animating appeal. Repeating his assurances 
that the gods were on their side, and hostile to their perjured ene
my, he recalled to their memory the great invasions of Greece by 
Darius and Xerxes, - how the vast hosts of Persia had been 
disgracefully repelled. The army had shown themselves on the 
field of Kunaxa worthy of such forefathers; and they would for 
the future be yet bol<ler, knowing by that battle of what stuff the 
Persians were made. As for Arireus and his troops, alike traitors 
and cowards, their desertion was rather a gain than a loss. The 
enemy were superior in horsemen ; but men on horseback were, 
after all, only men, half-occupied in the fear of losing their seats, 
- incapable of prevailing against infantry firm on the ground, 
and only better able to run away. Now that the satrap refused to 
furnish them with provisions to buy, they on their side were 

VOL. IX. 4* 6oc. 
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released from their covenant, and would take provisions without 
buying. Then as to the rivers; those were indeed difficult to be 
crossed, in the midille of their course; but the army would march 
up to their sources, and could then pass them without wetting the 
knee. Or indeed, the Greeks might renounce the idea of retreat, 
and establi~h themselves permanently in the king's own country, 
defying all his force, like the l\I ysians and Pisidians. " If (said 
Xenophon) we plant ourselves here at our ease in a rich country, 
with these tall, stately, and beautiful Median and Persian women 
for our companions,I - we shall be only too ready, like the Lo
tophagi, to forget our way home. 1Ve ought first to go back to 
Greece, and tell our countrymen that if they remain poor, it is 
their own fault, when there are rich settlements in this country 
awaiting all who choose to come, and who have courage to seize 
them. Let us burn our baggage-waggons and tents, and carry with 
us nothing but what is of the strictest necessity. Above all things, 

1 Xen. Anab. iii, 2, 25. 
'AAAa yup oicfotKa µ~UV /Lira; µu:&{,)µev apyot 'jjv Kat lv a<tr&ovot, {3toTevetv, 

Kat M~O{,)V cll: Kat ITepcrwv Ka A al' Kat µ e ya ;\,al' yvv al n Kal Trap
{t iv ot' oµ t ;<. eiv, µ~, i:JcrTre p ol ~-{,)To~ayot, tml.a&wµe&a rij, oiKaoe Ucloii. 

Hippokrates (De Aere, Locis, et Aquis, e. 12) compares the physical 
characteristics of Asiatics and Europeans, noticing the ample, foll-grown, 
rounded, voluptuous, but inactive forms of the first, - as contrasted with 
the more compact, muscular, and vigorous type of the second, trained for 
movement, action, and endurance. 

Dio Chrysostom hM a curious passage, in reference to the Persian pref
erence for eunuchs as slaves, remarking that they admired even in males an 
approach to the type of feminine beauty. - their eyes and tastes being 
under the influence only of aphrodisiac ideas ; whereas the Greeks, ac
customed to the constant training and naked exercises of the palrestra, 
boys competing with boys and youths with youths, had their associations 
of the male beauty attracted towards active power and graceful motion. 

Ov yup ~avtpov, OTl ol liipcrat eVVOV;tOV( l'lrofovv rov, KaAov,, 011"{,)' avroZr 
Oir KUA~-tO"TOl WO"l ; Tocroiirov ota¢ipetv <i)ovr9 7rpa, KUAAO' TO {}~;\,v· axeclav 
Kat 'lrUVTe' ol f3ap(Japot, Ota TO µ6vov TU a¢pooicrta lvvoeiv. KaKeivot yvvat
Ko, elclo, m:ptrdHacrt roz, uppecrtv, UAA{,)' o' OVK eTricrravrat lp{iv· fo{,), ol: Kat 
fJ rpo¢q airia roZr ITipcrat,, r<;; µtxpt TrOAAoii rp€¢ewat VTro re yvvatKwV Kai 
eiivovx{,)v rwv Trpecr(3vrip{,)v· Traioa, ell: µera Tratclwv, Kat µetpu1<1a µera µeipa
Kfov µ1J Travv O'VVeivat, µ1101: yvµvovcr-Sat lv TraAaicrrpat, Kai yvµva11fo1,, etc. 
(Orat. xxi, p. 270). 
· Compare Euripides, Bacchre, 447 seq.; and the Epigram of Strata in the 
Anthologia, xxx.iv, vol. ii, p. 367 Brunck. 
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let us maintain order, di:;cipline, and obedience to the commanders, 
upon which our entire hope of safety depends. Let every man 
promise to lend his hand to the commanders in punishing any diso
bedient individuals; and let us thus show the enemy that we have 
ten thousand persons like Klearchus, instead of that one whom 
they have so perfidiously seized. Now is the time for action. If 
any man, however obscure, has anything better to suggest, let him 
come forward and state it; for we have all but one object, - the 
COllllllon safety." 

It appears that no one else desired to say a word, and that the 
speech of Xenophon gave unqualified satisfaction; for when Chei
risophus put the question, that the meeting should sanction his 
recommemhtions, and finally elect the new generals proposed, 
every man held up his hand. Xenophon then moved that the 
army should break up immediately, and march to some well
stored villages, rather more than two miles distant; that the march 
should be in a hollow oblong, with the baggage in the centre; 
that Cheirisophus, as a Lacedmmonian, should lead the van; while 
Kleanor, and the other senior officers, would command on each 
flank, - and himself with Timasion, as the two youngest of the 
generals, would lead the rear-guard. 

This proposition was at once adopted, and the assembly broke 
up, proceeding forthwith to destroy, or distribute among one an
other, every man's superfluous baggage, - and then to take their 
morning meal previous to the march. 

The scene just described is interesting and illustrative in more 
than one point of view.1 It exhibits that susceptibility to the 
influence of persuasive discourse which formed so marked a feature 
in the Grecian character, - a resurrection of the collective body 
out of the depth of despair, under the exhortation of one who had 
no established ascendency, nor anything to recommend him, ex
cept his intelligence, his oratorical power, and his community of 
interest with themselves. Next, it manifests, still more striking
ly, the superiority of Athenian training as compared with that of 
other parts of Greece. Cheirisophus had not only been before in 

1 A very meagTe abstract is given by Diodorus, of that which passed 
•after the seizure of the generals (xiv, 2i ). He does not mention the name 

of Xenophon on this occasion, nor indeed throughout all his account of the 
march. 
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office as one of the generals, but was also a native of Sparta; 
whose supremaC'y and name was at that moment all-powerful. 
Kleanor had been before, not indeed a general, but a lochage, or 
one in the second rank of officers ; - he was an elderly man, 
and he was an .A.rcadian, while more than the numerical half of 
the army consisted of Arcadians and Aclueans. Either of these 
two, therefore, and various others besides, enjoyed a sort of pre
rogative, or established starting-point, for taking the initiative in 
reference to the dispirited army. Ilut Xenophon was compara
tively a young man, with little military experience ; -he was not 
an officer at all, either in the first or second grade, but simply a 
volunteer, companion of Proxenus ;-he was, moreover, a native 
of Athens, a city at that time unpopular among the great body of 
Greeks, and especially of Peloponnesians, with whom her recent 
long war had been carried on. Not only, therefore, he had no 
advantages compared with others, but he was under positive disad
vantages. He had nothing to start with except his personal quali
ties and previous training; in spite of which we find him not 
merely the prime mover, but also the aseendent person for whom 
the others make way. In him are exemplified' those peculiarities 
of Athens, attested not less by the denunciation of her enemies 
than by the panegyric of her own citizens,! -spontaneous and 
forward impulse, as well in conception as in execution, - confi
dence under circumstances which made others despair, - persua

1 Compare the hostile speech of the Co1fothian envoy at Sparta, prior 
to the Pcloponncsian war, with the eulogistic funeral oration of Pcrikles, 
in the second year of that war (Thucyd. i, 70, 71; ii, 39, 40 ). 

Ol µrv ye (eiul ), veGJreporrowl (description of the Athenians by the Corinth
ian Speaker) /Cal l:rrtvo7/11at o;ei:r /Cal l:rrtreAeuat epy<,J aUV yvi:J
11 Iv· vµelr Oi: (Lacedromonians), TU vrrfwxovra re uii,etv /Cal trrcyvwvat µ11of:v, 
Kat lpy<,J ovoe ruvayKaia lgiKecn'fat. Avi'Jtr oe, ol µev, Kat rrapa ovvaµtv roA
µ11ral Kai rrapu yviiµ11v KlVOvvevral Kat lrrt role cletvolr eviArrtcJer· TO Ve vµe
repov, rijr reclvvuµwr l:vcleii rrpu;at, rijr re yviiµTJr µT]oe rolr {Je(Jafotr m11rev
11at, rwv re cletvwv µ11clirrore oiem'Jat urroA.v{Jfiuer;i'Jat. Kat µ~v Kat UOICVOl 
rrp<if vµur µe'J..Ai/rar, Kat U1COil1/µ1/Tal rrpor i-VOT]µOTUTOVC, etc.

Again, in the oration of Periklcs- Kai avrol i'Jrot Kpivoµev FJ l:vi'Jvµov
µefJa opfJwr TU rrpayµara, ov rovr Aoyovr rolr lpyoir {31..a(JTJV ~yoi•µevot, uAAU 
µ~ rrpootclaxi'Ji;vat µiiUov l..6y<,J, rrporepov i/ lrrl aoel lpy<,J lA.&eiv. Atarpep
ovrGJr µev cl~ Kat rooe lxoµev, ware rol..µij:v re ol avro£ µuAtara• 
IC al 1r e pl .:; v t 1r t x' e p ii I] 0 µ e v l IC A0 y i 'e I] {j a t. 0 rolr uAAOlf aµafJia 
µev i>puaor, /..oytaµi>r cli! oKvov, rplpet. 
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sive discourse and publicity of discussion, made subservient to 
practical business, so as at once to appeal to the intelligence, and 
stimulate the active zeal, of the multitude. Such peculiarities 
stood out more remarka!Jly from being contrasted with the oppo
site qualities in Spartans, - mistrust in conception, slaclmess in 
execution, secrecy in counsel, silent and passive obedience. Though 
Spartans and Athenians formed the two extremities of the scale, 
other Greeks stood nearer on this point to the former than to the 
fatter. 

If, even in that encouraging autumn which followed immediately 
upon the great Athenian catastrophe before Syracuse, the inertia 
of Sparta could not be stirred into vigorous action without the ve
hemence of the Athenian Alkibiades, - much more was it neces
sary under the depressing circumstances which now overclouded 
the unofficered Grecian army, that an Athenian bosom should be 
found as the source of new life and impulse. Nor would any one, 
probably, except an Athenian, either have felt or obeyed the 
promptings to stand forward as a volunteer at that moment, when 
there was every motive to decline responsibility, and no special 
duty to impel him. But if by chance, a Spartan or an Arcadian 
had been found thus forward, he would have been destitute of such 
talents as would enable him to work on the minds of others 1_of 
that flexibility, resource, familiarity with the temper and move
ments of an assembled crowd, power of enforcing the essential 
views and touching the opportune chords, which Athenian demo

1 Compare the observations of l'eriklcs, in his last speech to the Athe· 
nians about the inefficiency of the best thoughts, if a man had not the 
power of setting them forth in an impressive manner (Thucyd. ii, 60). 
Kairot tµot TOtoirrr,i uvopt opyt,erJJJe, a, oVcleviJ> oioµat ~(J(J(JV elvat y v Ci v a i 
T£ Ta oiovTa 1<at tpµvev (Jat TavTa, <fit?,orroA.t~ T£ /Cat XP1JµftTt,JV KpetT
T<JV" ore yup yvov> 1<at µ(J aa<fiw> OLouqar, lv foc,> 1<at el µfJ lvdJvµ~{J1J, etc. 

The philosopher and the statesman at Athens here hold the same lan
guage. It was the opinion of Sokrates - µovov> uqiov> el vat TLµii> To v > 
et o a ra > Ta oe OV Ta, I< at_lpµ l'JV £V<1 aL ovvaµev OV> (Xenoph. l\Iem. 
i, 2, 52). 

A striking passage in the funeral harangue of Lysias ( Orat. ii, Epitaph. 
s.19) sets forth the prevalent idea of the Athenian democracy-authorita
tive law, with persuasive and instmctive speech, as superseding mutnal vio
lence (voµor and /..6yor, as the antithesis of {Jia). Compare a similar senti
ment in Isokrates (Or. iv, (Panegyr.I s. 53-56). 
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cratical training imparted. Even Brasidas and Gylippus, indi
vidual Spartans of splendid merit, and equal or superior to Xeno
phon in military resource, would not have combined with it that 
political and rhetorical accomplishment which the position of the 
latter demanded. Obvious as the wisdom of his propositions ap
pears, each of them is left to him not only to imitate, but to en
force ; - Cheirisophus and Kleanor, after a few words of introduc
tion, consign to him the duty of working up the minds of the army to 
the proper pitch. How well he performed this, may be seen by 
his speech to the army, which bears in its general tenor a remark
able resemblance to that of Perikles addressed to the Athenian 
public in the second year of the war, at the moment when the 
miseries of the epidemic, combined with those of invasion, had 
driven them almost to despair. It breathes a strain of exaggerat
ed confidence, and an undervaluing of real dangers, highly suita
ble for the occasion, but which neither Perikles nor Xenophon 
would have employed at any other moment.I Throughout the 
whole of his speech, and especially in regard to the accidental 
sneeze near at hand which interrupted the beginning of it, Xeno
phon displayed that skill and practice in dealing with a numerous 
audience and a given situation, which characterized more or less 
every educated Athenian. Other Greeks, Lacedremonians or 
Arcadians, could act, with bravery and in concert ; but the Athe
nian Xenophon was among the few who could think, speak, and 
act, with equal efficiency.2 It was this tripartite accomplishment 

1 See the speech of Perikles (Thuc. ii, 60-64 ). He justifies the boastful 
tone of it, by the unwonted depression against which he had to contend on 
the part of his hearers - AeAcJO"<.> oi! /<al TOVE 0 µot OOKelTE OVT' avTOL 7rcJ7r0• 
Te evfJvµTjfJijvat inrap;i:ov vµiv /Uyf:fJovr; 7rtpl E(; Tqv ap,t1/V ovr' eyw l:v Toi(; 

7rptv Uqotr;, 0 vo' UV vii v ex PTJO"uµTJ v K oµ7r<.> 0 e ari pa v f xo VTl TqV 

7rp00"7rOlTjO"tV, el µ1/ ICaTarrerr'J..riyµivovr; vµilr; rrapa TO elKo(; 

l: cJ p <.> v. 

This is also the proper explanation of Xenophon's tone. 
• In a passage of the Cyropredia (v. 5, 46 ), Xenophon sets forth in a 

striking manner the combination of the ~-eKTlKor; Kat rrpaKTtKor;- "flarrep 

/<at OTav µaxeafJat 0£11, 0 rrl\eiarovr; ;i:etp<.>aaµevor; uh1µC:.Tarnr; oo;u~eTat 
elvai, oiin1 Kat urav rreiaat cli17, orr'J..itarovr; oµoyvwµovar; &µZv r.01~0-ar; ovror; 

OtKai<.>r; av A e Kr t K cJ Ta T Qr: K a L Tr pa KT' KcJ Ta T 0 r: KpivotTO av eival. 

l\11/ µevTOl wr; AO yo v iiµ iv l:rr LO el; oµ evo '• olo v uv el 1!"0' Te rrpo' 

{l(aO"TOV aVTWV, TOVTO µe'J..eTUTe-ul\A' wr; TOV' r.erretaµe
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which an a.~piring youth was compelled to set before himself as an 
aim, in the democracy of Athens, and which the sophists as well 
as the democratical institutions, both of them so hardly dt'preciated, 
helped and encouraged him to acquire. It was this tripartite ac
complishment, the exclusive possession of which, in spite of con
stant jealousy on the part of Bceotian officers and comrades of 
Proxenus,1 elevated Xenophon into the most ascendent person of 
the Cyrcian army, from the present moment until the time when 
it broke up,- as will be seen in the subsequent history. 

I think it the more necessary to notice this fact, - that the ac
complishments whereby Xenophon leaped on a sudden into such 
extraordinary ascendency, and rendered such eminent service to 
his army, were accomplishments belonging in an especial manner 
to the Athenian democracy and education, - because Xenophon 
himself has throughout his writings treated Athens not merely 
without the attachment of a citizen, but with feelings more like 
the positive antipathy of an exile. His sympathies are all in fa. 
vor of the perpetual drill, the mechanical obedience, the secret 
government proceedings, the narrow and prescribed range of ideas, 
the silent and deferential demeanor, the methodical, though tardy, 
action - of Sparta. ·whatever may be the justice of his prefer
ence, certain it is, that the qualities whereby he was himself 
enabled to contribute so much both to the rescue of the Cyreian 
army, and to his own reputation, - were Athenian far more than 
Spartan. 

While the Grecian army, after sanctioning the propositions of 
Xenophon, were taking their morning meal before they commenced 
their march, l\Iithridates, one of the Persians previously attached 
to Cyrus, appeared with a few horsemen on a mission of pre
tended friendship. But it was soon found out that his purposes 
were treacherous, and that he came merely to seduce individual 

vovr v<fi' EKU<ITOV o~A.ovr l.uoµevovr olr av 1rpaTT(,)<Itv, OVTlJ 

TrapauKeval;eu{}e. 

In describing the duties of a IIipparch or commander of the cavalry-, 
Xenophon also insists upon the importance of persuasive speech, as a means 
of keeping up the active obedience of the soldiers - Eir ye µ~v TO cvrrei
{}ei:r clvai Tot)r up;r.oµevovi;, µeya µf:v Kai TO AOY'i' OtOU<IKEtv, o<Ia uya{}a lvt lv 
Ti;i Trei{}ap;r.ei:v, etc. (Xen. l\fa~. Eq. i, 24). 

1 See Xenoph . .A.nab. v, 6, 25. 
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soldiers to desertion,-with a few of whom he succeeded. Ac
cordingly, the resolution was taken to admit no more heralds or 
envoys. 

Disembarrassed of superfluous baggage, and refreshed, the 
army now crossed the Great Zab River, and pursued their march 
on the other side, having their baggage and attendants in the centre, 
m1d Cheirisophus leading the van, with a select body of three hun
dred hoplites.1 As no mention is made of a bridge, we are to 
presume that they forded the river, - which furnishes a ford ( ac
cording to J\Ir. Ainsworth), still commonly used, at a place between 
thirty and forty miles from its junction with the Tigris. 'Vhen 
they had got a little way forward, Mithridates again appeared with 
a few hundred cavalry and bowri).en. He approached them like a 
friend; but as soon as he was near enough, suddenly began to 
harass the rear with a shower of missiles. 'Vhat surprises us 
most, is, that the Persians, with their very numerous force, made 

. no attempt to hinder them from crossing so very considerable a 
river; for Xenophon estimates the Zab at four hundred feet broad, 
-and this seems below the statement of modem travellers, who 
inform us that it contains not much less water than the Tigris ; and 
though usually deeper and narrower, Cfillnot be much narrower at 
any fordable placc.2 It is to be recollected that the Persians, 
habitually marching in advance of the Greeks, must have reached 
the river first, and were, therefore, in possession of the crossing, 
whether bridge or ford. Though on the watch for every opportunity 
of perfidy, Tissaphernes did not dare to resist the Greeks even in 
the most advantageous position, and ventured only upon sending 
Mithridates to harass the rear; which he executed with considera
ble effect. The bowmen and darters of the Greeks, few in num
ber, were at the same time inferior to those of the Persians ; and 

1 Xen. Anah. iii, 3, 6; iii, 5, 43. 
2 Xen. Anab. ii, 5, I. Ainsworth, Travels and Researches in Asia Minor, 

etc. vol. ii, ch. 44, p. 327 ; also his Travels in the Track of the Ten Thou
sand, p. 119-134. 

Professor Koch, who speaks with personal knowlerlge both of Armenia 
and of the region east of the Tigris, observes truly that the Great Zab is 
the only point (east of the Tigris) which Xenophon assigns in such a man
ner as to be capable of distinct local identification.. He also observes, here 
as elsewher~, that the number of parasangs specified by Xenophon is essen• 
tially delusi~·e as a measure of distance (Zng dcr Zchn Tausend, p. 64). 

http:bowri).en
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when Xenophon employed his rear guard, hop lites and peltasts, to 
charge and repel them, he not only could never overtake any one, 
but suffered much in getting back to rejoin his own main body. 
Even when retiring, the Persian horseman could discharge his arrow 
or cast his javelin behind him with effect; a dexterity which the 
Parthians exhibited afterwards still more signally, and which the 
Persian horsemen of the present day parallel with their carbines. 
This was the first experience which the Greeks had of marching 
under the harassing attack of cavalry. Even the small detach
ment Of Mithridates greatly delayed their progress ; so that they 
accomplished little more than two miles, reaching the villages in 
the evening, with many wounded, and much discouragement.I 

"Thank Heaven," (said Xenophon in the evening, when Cheiri
sophus reproached him for imprudence in quitting the main body 
to charge cavalry, whom yet he could not reach.) "Thank Heaven, 
that our enemies attacked us with a small detachment only, and 
not with their great numbers. They have given us a valuable 
lesson, without doing us any serious harm." Profiting by the lesson, 
the Greek leaders organized during the night and during the halt 
of the next day, a small body of fifty cavalry; with two hundred 
Rhodian slingers, whose slings, furnished with leaden bullets, both 
carried farther and struck harder than those of the Persians hurl
ing large stones. On the ensuing morning, they started before 
daybreak, since there lay in their way a ravine difficult to pass. 
They found the ravine un<lefended (according to the usual stupidity 
of Persian proceedings), but when they had got nearly a mile be
yond it, l\Iithridates reappeared in pursuit with a body of four 
thousand horsemen and darters. Confident from his achievement 
of the preceding day, he had promised, with a body of that force, 
to deliver the Greeks into the hands of the satrap. But the latter 
were now better prepared. As soon as he began to attack them, 
the trumpet sounded, - and forthwith the horsemen, slingers, and 
darters, i~sued forth to charge the Persians, sustained by the hop
lites in the rear. So effective was the charge, that the Persians 
fled in dismay, notwithstanding their superiority in number; while 
the ravine so impeded their flight that many of them were slain, 
and eighteen prisoners made. The Greek soldiers of their own 

1 Xen. Anab. iii, 3, 9. 
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accord mutilated the dead bodies, in order to strike terror into the 
enemy.I At the end of the day's march they reached the Tigris, 
near the deserted city of Larissa, the vast, massive, and lofty brick 
walls of which (twenty-five feet in thickness, one hundred feet 
high, seven miles in circumference) attested its former grandeur. 
Near this place was a stone pyramid, one hundred feet in breadth, 
and two hundred feet high; the summit of which was crowded 
with fugitives out of the neighboring villages. Another day's 
march up the course of the Tigris brought the army to a second 
deserted city called JHespila, nearly opposite to the modern <!ity of 
:J\Iosul. Although these two cities, which seem to have formed the 
continuation or the substitute of the once colossal Nineveh or Ni
nus, were completely deserted,- yet the country around them was 
so well furnished with villages and population, that the Greeks not 
only obtained provisions, but also strings for the making of new 
bows, and lead for bullets to be used for the slingers.2 

During the next day's march, in a course generally parallel 
with the Tigris, and ascending the stream, Tissaphernes, coming 
up along with some other grandees, and with a numerous army, 
enveloped the Greeks both in flanks and rear. In spite of his 
advantage of numbers, he did not venture upon any actual charge, 
but kept up a fire of arrows, darts, and stones. He was, however, 
so well answered by the newly-trained archers and slingers of the 
Greeks, that on the whole they had the advantage, in spite of the 
superior size of the Persian bows, many of which were taken and 
effectively employed on the Grecian side. Having passed the 
night in a well-stocked village, they halted there the next day in 
order to stock themselves with provisions, and then pursued their 
march for four successive days along a level country, until, on the 
fifth day, they reached hilly ground with the prospect of still 
higher hills beyond. All this march was made under unremit
ting annoyance from the enemy, insomuch that though the order 
of the Greeks was never broken, a considerable number of their 

1 Xcn. Anab. iii, 4, 1-5. 
2 Xen. Anal>. iii, 4, 17, 18. It is here, on the site of the ancient Nineveh, 

that the recent investigations of Mr. Layard have brought to light so many 
curious and rnluable Assyrian remains. The legend which Xenophon 
heard on the spot, respecting the way in which these cities were captured 
and ruined, is of a truly Oriental character. 
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men were woun<led. Experience taught them, that it was incon
venient for the whole army to march in one inflexible, undivi<led, 
hollow square; and they accorilingly eonstitute<l six lochi or regi
ments of one hun<lred men each, sub<livi<le<l into companies of 
fifty, an<l enumoties or smaller companies of twenty-five, each 
with a special officer ( conformably to the Spartan practice) to 
move separately on each flank, an<l either to fall back, or fall in, 
as might suit the fluctuations of the central mass, arising from 
impeiliments in the road or menaces of the enemy.1 On reach
ing the· hills, in sight of an elevated citadel or palace, with several 
villages around it, the Greeks anticipated some remission of the 
l 1ersian attack. But after having passed over one hill, they were 
proceeding to ascend the second, when they found themselves as
sailed with unwonted vigor by the Persian cavalry from the sum
mit of it, whose leaders were seen flogging on the men to the 
attack.I! This charge was so efficacious, that the Greek light 
troops were driven in with loss, and forced to take shelter within 
the ranks of the hoplites. After a march both slow and full of 
suffering, they could only reach their night-quarters by sending a 
detachment to get possession of some ground above the Persians, 
who thus became afraid of a double attack. 

The villages which they now reached (supposed by l\Ir. Ains
worth to have been in the fertile country under the modern town 
called Zakhu),3 were unusually rich in provisions; magazines of 
flour, barley, and wine, liaving been collected there for the Per
sian satrap. They reposed here three days, chiefly in order to 
tend the numerous wounded, for whose necessities, eight of the 
most competent persons were singled out to act as surgeons. On 
the fourth day they resumed their march, descending into the 
plain. But experience had now satisfied them that it was impru
dent to continue in march under the attack of cavalry, so that 
when Tissaphernes appeared and began to harass them, they 
halted at the first village, and when thus in station, easily repel
led him. As the afternoon advanced, the Persian assailants began 

1 Xen. Anab. iii, 4, 19-23. 

I incline to believe that there were six lochi upon each flank-that 


is, twelve lochi in all; though the words of Xenophon are not quite clear. 
1 Xen. Anab. iii, 4-25. Compare Herodot. vii, 21, 56, 103. 
3 Professor Koch (Zug der Zchn Tausend, p. 68) is of the same opinion. 
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to retire; for they were always in the habit of taking up their 
night-post at a distance of near seven miles from the Grecian 
position ; being very apprehcnsi ve of nocturnal attack in their 
camp, when their horses were tied by the leg and without either 
saddle or bridle.I As soon as they had departed, the Greeks 
resumed their march, and made so much advance during the 
night, that the Persians did not overtake them either on the next 
day or the day after. 

On the ensuing day, however, the Persians, having made a 
forced march by night, were seen not only in advance of the 
Greeks, but in occupation of a spur of high and precipitous ground 
overhanging immediately the road whereby the Greeks were to 
descend into the plain. ·when Cheirisophus approached, he at 
once saw that descent was impracti.cable in the face of an enemy 
thus posted. He therefore halted, sent for Xenophon from the 
rear, and desired him to bring forward the peltasts to the van. 
But Xenophon, though he obeyed the summons in person and 
galloped his horse to the front, did not think it prudent to move 
the peltasts from the rear, because he saw Tissaphernes, with 
another portion of the army, just coming up; so that the Grecian 
army was at once impeded in front, and threatened by the enemy 
closing upon them behind. The Persians on the high ground in 
front could not be directly assailed. But Xenophon observed, 
that on the right of the Grecian army, there was an accessible 
mountain-summit yet higher, from whence a descent might be 
made for a flank attack upon the Persian position. Pointing out 
this summit to Cheirisophus, as affording the only means of dis
lodging the troops in front, he urged that one of them should 
immediately hasten with a detachment to take possession of it, 
and offered to Cheirisophus the choice either of going, or staying 
with the army. " Choose yourself," said Cheirisophus. " "\Vell, 
then, (said Xenophon), I will go; since I am the younger of the 

1 Xen. Anab. iii, 4, 35; see also Cyropredia, iii, 3, 37. 
The Thracian prince Seuthcs was so apprehensive of night attack, that 

he and his troops kept their horses bridled all night ( .Xen. Anab. vii, 
2, 21.) 

Mr. Kinneir (Travels in Asia l\Iinor, etc., p. 481) states that the horses 
of Oriental cavalry, and even of the English cavalry in Hindostan, are still 
kept tied and shackled at night, in the same way as Xenophon de&cribes to 
have been practised by the Persians. 
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t11cn, (said Xenophon), I will go; since I am the younger of the 
two." Accordingly, at the head of a select detachment from the 
van and centre of the army, he immediately commenced his flank 
march up the steep ascent to this highest summit. So soon as 
the enemy saw their purpose, they also detached troops on their 
side, hoping to get to the summit first; and the two detachments 
were seen mounting at the same time, each struggling with the 
utmost efforts to get before the other, - each being encouraged 
by shouts and clamor from the two armies respectively. 

As Xenophon was riding by the side of his soldiers, cheering 
them on and reminding them that their chance of seeing their 
country and their families all depended upon success in the effort 
before them, a Sikyonian hoplite in the ranks, named Soteridas, 
said to him, - " You and I are not on an equal footing, Xenophon. 
You are on horseback; I am painfully struggling up on foot, with 
my shield to carry." Stung with this taunt, Xenophon sprang 
from his horse, pushed Soteridas out of hi:; place in the ranks, 
took his shield as well as his place, and began to march forward 
afoot along with the rest. Though thus weighed down at once 
by the shield belonging to an hoplite, and by the heavy cuirass 
of a horseman (who carried no shield), he nevertheless put forth 
all his strength to advance, under such double ineumbrance, and 
to continue his incitement to the rest. But the soldiers around 
him were so indignant at the proceeding of Soteridas, that they 
reproached and even struck him, until they compelled him to 
resume his shield as well as his place in the ranks. Xenophon 
then remounted and ascended the hill on horseback as far as the 
ground permitted; but was obliged again to dismount presently, 
in consequence of the steepness of the uppermost portion. Such 
energetic efforts enabled him and his detachment to reach the 
summit first. As soon as the enemy saw this, they desisted from 
their ascent, and dispersed in all directions; leaving the forward 
march open to the main Grecian army, which Cheirisophus accord
ingly conducted safely down into the plain. Here he was rejoined 
by Xenophon on descending from the summit. All found them
selves in comfortable quarters, amidst several well-stocked villages 
on the banks of the Tigris. They acquired moreover an addition
al booty of large droves of cattle, intercepted when on the point 
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of being transported across the river; where a considera1le body 
of horse were seen assembled on the opposite bank.L 

Though here disturbed only by some desultory attacks on the 
part of the Persians, who burnt several of the villages which lay 
in their forward line of march, the Greeks became seriou~ly em
barrassed whither to direct their steps ; for on their left flank was 
the Tigris, so deep that their spears found no bottom, - and on 
their right, mountains of excee<ling height. As the generals and 
the lochages were taking counsel, a Rhodian soldier came to them 
with a proposition for transporting the whole army across to the 
other bank of the river by means of inflated ~kins, which could be 
fm·nished in abundance by the animals in their possession. I~ut 

this ingenious scheme, in itself feasible, was put out of the ques
tion by the view of the Persian cavalry on the opposite bank; 
and as the villages in their front had been burnt, the army had 
no choice except to retm·n back one day's march kl those in which 
they had before halted. Here the generals again deliberated, 
questioning all their prisoners as to the different bearings of the 
country. The road from the south was that in which they had 
already marched from Babylon and l\Iedia; that to the west
ward, going to Lydia and Ionia, was barred to them by the inter
posing Tigris; eastward (they were informed) was the way to 
Ekbatana and Susa; northward, lay the rugged and inhospitable 
mountains of the Karduchians, - fierce freemen who despised the 
Great King, and defied all his efforts to conquer them ; having 
once destroyed a Persian invading army of one hundred and 
twenty thousand men. On the other side of Karduchia, however, 
lay the rich Persian satrapy of Armenia, wherein both the Euph
rates and the Tigris coulll be crossed near their sources, and from 
whence could choose their farther course easily toward,; Greece. 
Like l\Iysia, Pisidia, and other mountainous regions, Karduchia 
was a free territory surrounded on all sides by the dominions of 
the Great King, who reigned only in the cities and on the plains.ll 

1 Xen. Anab. iii, 4, 36-49; iii, 5, 3. 
• Xen. Anab. iii, 5; iv, l, 3. Probably the place where the Greeks quit

ted the Tigris to strike into the Karduchian mountains, was the neighbor
hood of Jezireh ibn Omar, the ancient Bezabde. It is here that farther 
march, up the eastern side of the Tigris, is rendered impracticable by the 

http:plains.ll
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Determining to fight their way across these difficult mountains 
into Armenia, but refraining from any public announcement, for 
fear that the passes should be occupied beforehand, - the gene
rals sacrificed forthwith, in order that they might be ready for 
breaking up at a moment's notice. They then began their march 
a little after midnight, so that soon after daybreak they reached 
the first of the Karduchian mountain-passes, which they found 
undefended. Cheirisophus, with his front division and all the 
light troops, made haste to ascend the pass, and having got over 
the first mountain, descended on the other side to some villages in 
the valley or nooks beneath; while Xenophon with the heavy
armed and the baggage, followed at a slower pace, - not reaching 
the villages until dark, as the road was both steep and narrow. 
The Karduchians, taken completely by surprise, abandoned the 
villages as the Greeks approached, and took refuge on the moun
tains; leaving to the intruders plenty of provbions, comfortable 
houses, and especially, abundance of copper vessels. At first the 
Greeks were careful to do no damage, trying to invite the natives 
to amicable colloquy. But none of the latter would come near, 
and at length necessity drove the Greeks to take what was neces
sary for refreshment. It was just when Xenophon and the rear 
guard were coming in at night, that som~ few Karduchians first 
set upon them; by surprise and with considerable success, -so 
that if their numbers had been greater, serious mischief might 

. have ensucd.1 
l\fany fires were discovered burning on the mountains, - an 

earnest of resistance during the next day ; which satisfied the 
. Greek generals that they must lighten the army, in order to 
ensure greater expedition as well as a fuller complement of avail
able hands during the coming march. They therefore gave orders 
to burn all the baggage except what was indispensable, and to 
dismiss all the prisoners; planting themselves in a narrow strait, 
through which the army had to pass, in order to see that their 
directions were executed. The women, however, of whom there 

mountains closing in. Here the modern roacl crosses the Tigris by a bridge, 
from the eastern bank to the western (Koch, Zug der Zehn Tausend, 
p. 72). 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, I, 12. 
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were many with the army, could not be abandoned; and it seems 
farther that a considerable stock of baggage was still retained ; l 
nor could the army make more than slow advance, from the 
narrowness of the 'foad and the harassing attack of the Karduch
ians, who were now assembled in considerable numbers. Their 
attack was renewed with double vigor on the ensuing day, when 
the Greeks were forced, from want of provisions, to hasten for
ward their march, though in the midst of a terrible snow-storm. 
Both Cheirisophus in the front and Xenophon in the rear, were 
hard pressed by the Karduchian slingers and bowmen ; the latter, 
men of consummate skill, having bows three cubits in length, and 
arrows of more than two cubits, so strong that the Greeks when 
they took them could dart them as javelins. These archers, amilbt 
the rugged ground and narrow paths, approached so near and 
drew the bow with such surprising force, resting one extremity of 
it on the ground, that several Greek warriors were mortally 
wounded even through both shield and corslet into the reins, and 
through the brazen helmet into their heads ; among them espe
cially, two distinguished men, a Lacedmmonian named Kleony
mus, and an Arcadian named Basias.2 The rear division, more 
roughly handled than the rest, was obliged continually to halt to 
repel the enemy, under all the difficulties of the ground, which 
made it scarcely possil>le to act against nimble mountaineers. On 
one occasion, however, a body of these latter were entrapped into 
an ambush, driven back with loss, and (what was still more fortu
nate) two of their number were made prisoners. 

Thus impeded, Xenophon sent frequent messages entreating 
Cheirisoplms to slacken the march of the van division; but in
stead of obeying, Cheirisophus only hastened the faster, urging 
Xenophon to follow him. The march of the army became little 
better than a rout, so that the rear division reached the halting
place in extreme confusion; upon which Xenophon proceeded to 
remonstrate with Cheirisophus for prematurely hurrying forward 
and neglecting his comrades behind. But the other, - pointing 
out to his attention the hill before them, and the steep path 
ascending it, forming their future line of march, which was beset 
with numerous Karduchians, - defended himself by saying that 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 3, 19-30. s Xen. Anab. h·, I, 18; iv, 2, 28. 
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he had hastened forward in hopes of being able to reach this pass 
before the enemy, in which attempt however he had not succee<led.l 

To advance farther on this road appeared hopeless ; yet the 
guides declared that no other could be taken. Xenophon then 
bethought him of the two prisoners whom he had just captured, 
and proposed that these two should be questioned also. They 
were accordingly interrogated apart ; and the first of them, 
having persisted in denying, notwithstanding all menaces, that there 
was any road except that before them, - was put to death under 
the eyes of the second prisoner. This fatter, on being then ques
tioned, gave more comfortable intelligence; saying that he knew 
of a different road, more circuitous, but easier and practicable 
even for beasts of lmrden, whereby the pass before them and the 
occupying enemy might be turned; but that there was one paiii
cular high po6ition commanding the road, which it was necessary 
to master beforehand by surprise, as the Karduchians were al
ready on guard there. Two thousand Greeks, having the guide 
bound along with them, were accordingly despatched late in the 
afternoon, to surprise this post by a night-march; while Xenophon, 
in order to distract the attention of the Karduchians in front, 
made a feint of advancing as if about to force the direct pass. As 
soon as he was seen crossing the ravine which led to this moun
tain, the Karduchians on the top immediately began to roll down 
vast masses of rock, which bounded and dashed down the road
way, in such manner as to render it unapproachable. They con
tinued to <lo this all night, and the Greeks heard the noise of the 
descending masses long after they had returned to their camp for 
supper and rest.2 

Meanwhile the detachment of two thousand, marching by the 
circuitous road, and reaching in the night the elevated position, 
(though there was another above yet more commanding), held by 
the Karduchians, surprised and dispersed them, passing the night 
by their fires. At daybreak, and under favor of a mist, they st-0Ie 
silently towards the position occupied by the other Karduchians in 
front of the main Grecian army. On coming near they suddenly 
sounded their trumpets, shouted aloud, and commenced the attack, 
which proved completely successful The defenders, taken un

1 Xen. Anab. iv, I, 21. 2 Xen. .A.nab. iv, 2, 4. 
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prepared, fled with little resistance, and scarcely any loss, from 
their activity and knowledge of the country; while Cheirisophus 
and the main Grecian force, on hearing the trumpet which had 
been previously concerted as the signal, rushed forward and stormed 
the height in front; some along the regular path, others climbing 
up as they could and pulling each other up by means of their 
spears. The two bodies of Greeks thus joined each other on the 
summit, so that the road became open for farther advance. 

Xenophon, however, with the rear guard, marched on the cir
cuitous road taken by the two thousand, as the most practicable 
for the baggage animals, whom he placed in the centre of his di
vision, - the whole array covering a great length of ground, since 
the road was very narrow. During this interval, the dispersed 
Karduchians had rallied, and reoccupied two or three high peaks, 
commanding the road, - from whence it was necessary to drive 
them. Xenophon's troops stormed successively these three posi
tions, the Karduchians not daring to affront close combat, yet 
making destructive use of their missiles. A Grecian guard was 
left on the hindcrmost of the three peaks, until all the baggage 
train should have passed by. But the Karduchians, by a sudden 
and well-timed movement, contrived to surprise this guard, slew 
two out of the three leaders, with several soldiers, and forced the 
rest to jump down the crags as they could, in order to join their 
comrades in the road. Encouraged by such success, the assailants 
pressed nearer to the marching army, occupying a crag over against 
that lofty summit on which Xenophon was posted. As it was witl1in 
·speaking distance, he endeavored to open a negotiation with them 
in order to get back the dead bodies of the slain. To this demand 
the Karduchians at first acceded, on condition that their villages 
should not be burnt ; but finding their numbers every moment in
creasing, they resumed the offensive. "When Xenophon 'with the 
army had begun his descent from the last summit, they hurried 
onward in crowds to occupy it ; beginning again to roll down 
masses of rock, and renew their fire of missiles, upon the Greeks. 
Xenophon himself was here in some danger, having Leen deserted 
by his shield-bearer; but he was rescued by an Arcadian hoplite 
'named Euryloehus, who ran to give him the Lenefit of his own 
shield as a protection for Loth in the retreat.I 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 3, 17-21. 
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Mter a march thus painful and perilous, the rear division at 
length found themselves in safety among their comrades, in villa
ges with well-stocked houses and abundance of corn and wine. So 
eager, however, were Xenophon and Cheirisophus to obtain the 
bodies of the slain for burial, that they consented to purchase them 
by surrendering the guide, and to march onward without any guide; 
- a heavy sacrifice in this unknown country, attesting their great 
anxiety about the burial.! 

For three more days did they struggle and :fight their way 
through the narrow and rugged paths of the Karduchian moun
tains, beset throughout by these formidable bowmen and slingers ; 
whom they had to dislodge at every difficult turn, and against whom 
their own Kretan bowmen were found inferior, indeed, but still 
highly useful. Their seven days' march through this country, with 
its free and warlike inhabitants, were days of the utmost fatigue, 
suffering and peril; far more intolerable than anything which they 
had experienced from Tissaphernes and the Persians. Right 
glad were they once more to see a plain, and to find themselves 
near the banks of the river Kentrites, which divided these moun
tains from the hillocks and plains of Armenia, - enjoying comfort
able quarters in villages, with the satisfaction of talking over past 
miseries.2 

Such were the apprehensions of Karduchian invasion, that the 
Armenian side of the Kentrites, for a breadth of fifteen miles, was 
unpeopled and destitute of villages.3 But the approach of the 
Greeks having become known to Tiribazus, satrap of Armenia, 
the banks of the river were lined with his cavalry and infantry to 
oppose their passage; a precaution, which if Tissaphcrnes had 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 3, 23. 
2 Xen. Anab. iv, 3, 2. His expressions have a simple emphasis which 

marks how unfading was the recollection of what he had suffered in Kar
duchia. 

Kai ol "El.I.rivet; lvravl>a a..e,,.afoavro u17µevot lJovrei; rriJwv· arreixe oe 
TWV op[wv 0 rroraµot; t; ~ fora (jTUOLa TWV Kapoovxwv. Tore µev ovv 1JVAfo
i91J!7av µal.a fioicJt;, Kai TU lmrfioeta cxovui; Kai 'lrOAAa TWV 1rapel.ri/,,v86rwv 
'lrOVWV µvriµovevovnt;. 'Errra yup fiµipat;, o!7a!7rrep l::rropevl>r117av Otu TWV 
RapoovxCJv, 1rupat; µaxo11evot OterD,e!7a1', Kai lrral>ov KaKi:J. O(ja ovoe ri:J. 17vµrr
avra {mil {3a11tl.i1Jt; Kai Tt!7!7a~ipvovi;. ''2t; ovv arrril.'Aay11ivot rovrCJv fioeCJt; 
lK01µfi.Jri17av. 

a Xeu. Anab. iv, 4, I. 
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taken at the Great Zab at the moment when he perfidiously seized 
Klearchus and his colleagues, the Greeks would hardly have 
reached the northern bank of that river. In the face of such ob
stacles, the Greeks, nevertheless, attempted the passage of the 
Kentrites, seeing a regular road on the other side. But the river 
was two hundred feet in breadth (only half the breadth of the 
Zab ), above their breasts in depth, extremely rapid, and with a 
bottom full of slippery stones; insomuch that they could not hold 
their shields in the proper position, from the force of the stream, 
while if they lifted the shield:> above their heads, they were ex
posed defenceless to the arrows of the satrap's troops. After vari
ous trials, the passnge was found impracticable, and they were 
obliged to resume their encampment on the left bank. To their 
great alarm they saw the Karduchians assembling on the hills in 
their rear, so that their situation, during this dity and night, ap
peared nearly desperate. In the night, Xenophon had a dream,
the first, which he has told us, since his dream on the terrific night 
after the seizure of the generals, - but on this occasion, of augury 
more unequivocally good. He dreamed that he was bound in 
chains, but that his chains on a sudden dropped off spontaneously; 
on the faith of which, he told Cheirisophus at daybreak that he 
had good hopes of preservation; and when the generals offered 
sacrifice, the victims were at once favorable. As the army were 
taking their morning meal, two young Greeks ran to Xenophon 
with the au,;picious news that they had accidentally found another 
ford near half a·mile up the river, where the water was not even 
up to their middle, and where the rocks came so close on the right 
bank that the enemy's horse could offer no opposition. Xenophon, 
sta.rting from hi,; meal in delight, immediately offered libations to 
those gods who had revealed both the dream to himself in the 
night, and the unexpected ford afterwards to these youths ; two 
revelations which he ascribed to the same gods.I 

Presently they marched in their usual order, Cheirisophus com
manding the van and Xenophon the rear, along the river to the 
newly-di~covered ford; the enemy marching parallel with them on 
the opposite bank. Having reached the ford, halted, and grounded 
arms, Cheirisophus placed a wreath on his head, took it off again, 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 3, 6-13. 
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and then resumed his arms, ordering all the rest to follow his ex
ample.I Each lochus (company of one hundred men) was then 
arranged in column or single file, with Cheirisophus himself in the 
centre. JUeanwl1ile the prophets were offering sacrifice to the river. 
So soon as the signs were pronounced to be favorable, all the sol
diers shouted the pxan, and all the women joined in chorus with 
their feminine yell. Chcirisoplms then at the head of the army, 
entered the river and began to ford it; while Xenophon, with a 
large portion of the rear division, made a feint of hastening back to 
the original ford, as if he were about to attempt the passage there. 
This distracted the attention of the enemy's horse; who became 
afraid of being attacked on both sides, galloped off to guard the pas
sage at the other point, and opposed no serious resistance to Chei
risophus. As soon as the latter had reached the other side, and put 
his division into order, he marched up to attack the Armenian in
fantry, who were on the high banks a little way above ; but this 
infantry, deserted by its cavalry, di8persed without awaiting his 
approach. The handful of Grecian cavalry, attached to the divi
sion of Cheirisophus, pursued and took some valuable spoils.2 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 3, 17. 
• • • li'JevTo TU orrAa, 1cal avTor rrpwTor Xetpirrorpor, uurpav(,)r;aµevor Kai arro

ovr, tAaµ(Jave TU orr/.a, Kd TOt> UAAOlf 71"UUl rrap~yye/,Ae. 

I apprehend that the words Tiiv urerpavov are here to be understood after 
arroc!vr- not the words ru ilrrAa, as Krliger in his note seems to imagine. 
It is surely incredible, that in the actual situation of the Grecian army, the 
soldiers should be ordered first to disarm, and then to resume their arms. 
I conceive the matter thus :-:First, the order is given, to ground arms; so 
that the shield is let down and drops upon the ground, sustained hy the left 
hand of the soldier upon its upper rim; while the spear, also resting on the 
ground, is sustained by the shield and by the same left hand. The right 
hand of the soldier being thus free, he is ordered first to wreath himself 
(the costume usual in offering sacrifice)-next, to take off his wreath
lastly, to resume his arms. 

Probably the operations of wreathing and unwreathing, must here have 
been performed hy the soldiers symbolically, or by gesture, raising the 
hand to the head, as if to crown it. For it seems impossible that they 
could have been provided generally with actual wreaths, on the bunks of 
the Kentritcs, and just after their painful march through the Karduchian 
mountains. Cheirisoplms himself, however, had doubtless a real wreath, 
which he put on and took off; so probably had the prophets and certain 
select officiating persons. 

~ Xen. Anab. iv, 3, 20-25. 
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As soon as Xenophon saw his colleague successfully established 
on the opposite bank, he brought back his detachment to the ford 
over which the baggage and attendants were still passing, and 
proceeded to take precautions against the Karduchians on his own 
side, who were assembling in the rear. He found some difficulty 
in keeping his rear division together, for many of them, in spite of 
orders, quitted their ranks, and went to look after their mistresses 
or their baggage in the crossing of the water.I The peltasts and. 
bowmen, who had gone over with Chcirisophus, but whom that 
general now no longer needed, were directed. to hold. themselves 
prepared on both flanks of the army crossing, and. to advance a 
little way into the water, in the attitude of men just about to re
cross. When Xenophon was left with only the diminished rear
guard, the rest having got over, - the Karduchians rushed upon 
him, and began to shoot and sling. But on a sudden, the Grecian 
hoplites charged with their accustomed plCan, upon which the Kar
duchians took to flight, - having no arms for close combat on the 
plain. The trumpet now being heard to sound, they ran away 
so much the faster; while this was the signal, according to orders 
before given by Xenophon, for the Greeks to suspend their charge, 
to turn back, and to cross the river as speedily as possible. By 
favor of this able manreuvre, the passage was accomplished by 
the whole army, with little or no loss, about mid-day.2 

They now found themselves in Armenia ; a country of even, 
undulating surface, but very high above the level of the sea, and 
extremely cold at the season when they entered it,- December. 
Though the strip of land bordering on Karduchia furnished no 
supplies, one long march brought them to a village, containing 
abundance of provisions, together with a residence of the satrap 
Tiribazus ; after which, in two farther marches, they reached the 
river Telchoas, with many villages on its banks. Here Tiribazus 
himself, appearing with a division of cavalry, sent forward his in· 
tcrpreter to request a conference with the leaders ; which being 
held, it was agreed that the Greeks should proceed unmolested 
through his territory, taking such supplies as they required, 
but should neither burn nor damage the villages. They accordingly 
advanced onward for three days, computed at fifteen parasangs, or 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 3, 30. • Xcn. Anab. iv, 3, 31-34; iv, 4, 1. 



103 THEY CROSS THE EUPHRATES. 

three pretty full days' march; without any hostility from the satrap, 
though he was hovering within less than two miles of them. They 
then found themselves amidst several villages, wherein were regal 
or satrapical residences, with a plentiful stock of bread, meat, wine, 
and all sorts of vegetables. Here, during their nightly bivouac, 
they were overtaken by so heavy a fall of snow, that the generals, 
on the next day, distributed the troops into separate quarters 
among the villages. Ko enemy appeared near, while the snow 
seemed to forbid any rapid surprise. Yet at night, the scouts re
ported that many fires were discernible, together with traces of 
military movements around ; insomuch that the generals thought 
it prudent to put themselves on their guard, and again collected 
the army into one bivouac. Here, in the night, they were over
whelmed by a second fall of snow, still heavier than the preceding; 
sufficient to cover over the sleeping men and their arms, and to 
benumb the cattle. The men, however, lay warm under the snow 
and were unwilling to rise, ntitil Xenophon himself set the example 
of rising, and employing himself, without his arms, in cutting wood 
and kindling a fire.I Others followed his example, and great com
fort was found.in rubbing themselves with pork-fat, oil of almonds, 
or of sesame, or turpentine. Having sent out a clever scout named 
Demokrates, who C<'lptured a native prisoner, they learned that 
Tiribazus was laying plans to intercept them in a lofty mountain
pass lying farther on in their route; upon wl1ich they immediately 
set forth, and by two days of forced march, surprising in their 
way the camp of Tiribazus, got over the difficult pass in safety. 
Three days of additional march brought them to the Euphrates 
river,2 - that is, to the eastern branch, now called l\Iurad. They 
found a ford and crossed it, without having the water higher than 
the navel ; and they were informed that its sources were not 
far off. 

1 Xcn. Anab. iv, 4, 11. 
2 Xen. Anab. iv, 5, 2. 
The recent editors, Schneider and Kriigcr, on the authority of various 

MSS., read here lrropevi911aav -t rrt rov Ev<f>p&T1/v Troraµ6v. The old 
reading was, as it stands in Hutchinson's edition, Trap il riJv Ev<f>pur11v Tro
raµ6v. ' 

This change may be right, but the geographical data are here too vague 
to admit of any certainty. See my Appendix annexed to this chapter. 

http:found.in
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Their four days of march, next on the other side of the Eu
phrates, were toilsome and distressing in the extreme ; through a 
plain covered with deep snow (in some places six feet deep), and 
at times in the face of a north wind so intolerably chilling and 
piercing, that at length one of the prophets urged the necessity of 
offering sacrifices to Boreas; upon which (mys Xcnophon1) the 
severity of the wind abated conspicuously, to the evident conscious
ness of all. J\fany of the slaves and beasts of burden, and a few 
even of the soldiers, perished; some had their feet frost-bitten, 
others became blinded by the snow, others again were exhausted 
by hunger. Several of these unhappy men were unavoidably left 
behind; others lay down to perish, near a warm spring which had 
melted the snow around, from extremity of fatigue and sheer 
wretchedness, though the enemy were close upon the rear. It 
was in vain that Xenophon, who commanded the rear-guard, em
ployed his earnest exhortations, prayers, and threats, to induce 
them to move forward. The sufferers, miserable and motionless, 
answered only by entreating him to kill them at once. So greatly 
was the army disorganized by wretchedness, that we hear of one 
ease in which a solllier, ordered to carry a disabled comrade, diso
beyed the order, and was about to bury him alive.2 Xenophon 
made a sally, with loud shouts and clatter of spear with shield, in 
which even the exhausted men joined, - against the pursuing 
enemy. He was fortunate enough to frighten them away, and 
drive them to take shelter in a neighboring wood. He then left 
the sufferers lying down, with assurance that relief should be sent 
to them on the next day,- and went forward, seeing all along the 
line of march the exhausted soldiers lying on the snow, without 
even the protection of a watch. He and his rear-guard, as well 
as the rest, were obliged thus to pass the night without either food 
or fire, distributing scouts in the best way the case admitted. 
:Meanwhile, Cheirisophus with the van division had got into a vil
lage, which they reached so unexpectedly, that they found the wo

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 5, 4. 
'Evt9a oq T,jv µavThJV Ttf et'lre 11payta11a11t9at T{iJ 'Aviµ<fJ' Kal 7rul1t tJ'1 'lrfpl· 

tpavi;ir Mo;e /,~;ai To ;raAe'lrov Tou 'lrvevµaror. 

The suffering of the army from the terrible snow and cold of Armenia, 
are set forth in Diodorns, xiv, 28. 

• Xen. Anab. v, 8, 8-11. 
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men fetching water from a fountain outsiJe the wall, and the head
man of the village in his house within. This division here ob
tained rest anJ refreshment, and at daybreak some of their soldiers 
were sent to look after the rear. It was with delight that Xeno
phon saw them approach, and sent them back to bring up in their 
arms, into the neighboring village, those exhausted soldiers who 
had been left behind.I 

Repose was now indispensable after the recent sufferings. There 
were several villages near at hand, and the generals, thinking it 
no longer dangerous to divide the army, quartered the differ~t 
divisions among them according to lot. Polykrates, an Athenian, 
one of the captains in the division of Xenophon, requested his 
permission to go at once and take possession of the village assigned 
to him, before any of the inhabitants could escape. Accordingly, 
running at speed with a few of the swiftest solJiers, he came upon 
the village so suddenly as to seize the headman, with his newly
married daughter, and several young horses intended as a tribute 
for the king. This village, as well as the rest, was found to con
sist of houses excavated in the ground (as the Armenian villages 
are at the present day), spacious within, but with a narrow mouth 
like a well, entered by a descending ladder. A separate entrance 
was dug for conveniently admitting the cattle. All of them were 
found amply stocked with live cattle of every kind, wintered upon 
hay; as well as with wheat, barley, vegetables, and a sort of bar
ley-wine or beer, in tubs, with the grains of barley on the surface. 
Reeds or straws, without any joint in them, were lying near, through 
which they sucked the liquid.2 Xenophon did his utmost to con
ciliate the headman (who 8poke Persian, and with whom he com
municated through the Perso-Grecian interpreter of the army), 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 5, 8-22. 
1 Xen. Anab. iv, 5, 26. Kii:l.aµot yovara ovK lxovnr. 
This Armenian practice of sucking the beer through a reed, to which 

the observation of modem travellers supplies analogies (see Kriiger's note), 
illustrates the Fragment of Archilochus (No. 28, ed. Schncidewin, Poetre 
Grrec. Minor). 

tiurrep avMii (3pvrov 7i ep~1g uv~p 
Ti <I>pv~ l(3pvl;e, etc. 

The similarity of Armenian customs to those of the Thra.cians and 
Phrygians, is not surprising. 

5* 
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promising him that not one of his relations should be maltreated, 
and that he !'hould be fully remunerated if he would conduct the 
army safely out of the country, into that of the Chalybes w).iich 
he described as being adjacent. By such treatment the headman 
was won over, promised his aid, and even revealed to the Greeks 
the subterranean cellars wherein the wine was deposited; while 
Xenophon, though he kept him constantly under watch, and placed 
his youthful son as a hostage under the care of Episthenes, yet 
continued to treat him with studied attention and kindness. For 
se,·en days did the fatigued soldiers remain in these comfortable 
quarters, refreshing themselves and regaining strength. They 
were waited upon by the native youths, with whom they commu
nicated by means of signs. The uncommon happiness which all 
of them enjoyed after their recent sufferings, stands depicted in 
the lively details given by :Xenophon ; who left here his own ex
hausted horse, and took young horses in exchange, for himself and 
the other officers.I 

After this week of repose, the army resumed its march through 
the snow. The headman, whose house they had replenished as 
well as they could, accompanied Chcirisophus in the van as guide, 
but was not put in chains or under guard ; his son remained as an 
hostage with Episthenes, but his other relations wern left unmo
lested at home. As they marched for three days without reaching 
a village, Cheirisoplms began to suspect his fidelity, and even be
came so out of humor, though the man affirmed that there were 
no villages in the track, as to beat him, - yet without the precau
tion of putting him afterward:> in fetters. The next night, accord
ingly, this headman ma<le his escape; much to the displeasure of 
Xenophon, who severely reproached Cheirisophus, first for his 
harshness, and next for his neglect. This was the only point of 
difference between the two (says Xeno1)hon), <luring the whole 
march ; a fact very honorable to both, considering the numberless 
difficulties against which they had to contend. Episthenes retained 
the headman's youthful son, carried him home in safety, and be
came much attached to him.2 

Condemned thus to march without a guide, they could do no 
better than march up the course of a river; and thus, from the 

1 Xen. Aoab .. iv, 5, 26-36. ~ Xcn. Anab. iv, 6, 1--3. 
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villages which had proved so cheering and restorative, they pro
ceeded seven days' march all through snow, up the river l'Lasis; 
a i;iver not verifiable, but certainly not the same as is commouly 
known under that name by Grecian geographers ; it was one hun
dred feet in breadth.1 Two more days' march brought them from 
this river to the foot of a range of mountains ; near a pass occu
pied by an armed body of Chalybes, Taochi, and Phasiani. 

Observing the enemy in possession of this lofty ground, Chei
risophus halted until all the army came up ; in order that the gen
erals might take counsel. Here Kleanor began by advising that 
they should storm the pass with no greater delay than was neces
sary to refresh the soldiers. But Xenophon suggested that it was 
far better to avoid the loss of life which must thus be incurred, and 
to amuse the enemy by feigned attack, while a detachment should 
be sent by stealth, at night, to ascend the mountain at another 
point and turn the position. "However (continued he, turning to 
Cheirisophus), stealing a march upon the enemy is more your 
trade than mine. For I understand that you, the full citizens and 
peers at Sparta, practise stealing from your boyhood upward; 2 

and that it is held no way base, but even honorable, to steal such 
things as the law does not distinctly forbid. And to the end that 
you may steal with the greatest effect, and take pains to do it in 
secret, the custom is, to flog you if you are found out. Here, then, 
you have an excellent opportunity for displaying your training. 
Take good care that we be not found out in stealing an occupation 
of the mountain now before us ; for if we are found out, we shall 
be well beaten. 

"'Why, as for that (replied Cheirisophus), you Athenians, also, 
as I learn, are capital hands at stealing the public money, and that 
too in $pite of prodigious peril to the thief; nay, your most power
ful men steal most of all, - at least, if it be the most powerful 
men among you who are raised to official command. So that this 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 6, 4. 

2 Xen. Anab. iv, 6, 10-14. 

Kai OVIC aiaxpilv elvat, uUa ICllAOV KAe1T'TflV, etc. The reading JC a• 


A. iJ v is prefeITed by Schneider to uv a yK a Zo v, which has been the vu!· 
gar reading, and is still retained by Kruger. Both are sanctioned by 
authority of MSS., and either would he Rdmissible; on the whole, I incline 
to side with Schneider. 
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is a time for you to exhibit your training as well as for me to 
exhibit mine." 1 

"\Ve have here an interchange of raillery between the t~o 
Grecian officers, which is not an uninteresting feature in the his
tory of the expedition. The remark of Cheirisophus, especially 
illustrates that which I noted in a former chapter as true both of 
Sparta and Athens 2, - the readiness to take bribes, so general in 
individuals clothed with official power; and the readiness, in 
official Athenians, to commit such peculation, in spite of serious 
risk of punishment. Now this chance of punishment proceeded 
altogether from those accusing orators commonly called demagogues, 
and from the popular judicature whom they addressed. The joint 
working of both greatly abated the evil, yet was incompetent to 
suppress it. But according to the pictures commonlydrawn of 
Athens, we are instructed to believe that the crying public evil was, 
- too great a license of accusation, and too much judicial trial. As
suredly, such was not the conception of Cheirisophus; nor shall we 
find it borne out by any fair appreciation of the general evidence. 
When the veculation of official persons was thus notorious in spite 
of serious risks, what would it have become if the door had been 
barred to accusing demagogues, and if the numerous popular dikasts 
had been exchanged for a few select judges of the same stamp and 
class as the official men themselves? 

Enforcing his proposition, Xenophon now informed his colleagues 
that he had just captured a few guides by laying an ambush for 
certain native plunderers who beset the rear; and that these 
guides acquainted him that the mountain was not inaccessible, 
but pastured by goats and oxen. He farther offered himself to 
take command of the marching detachment. But this being 
overruled by Chcirisoplms, some of the best among the captains, 
Aristonymus, Aristeas, and Nichomachus, volunteered their ser
vices and were accepted. After refreshing the soldiers, the 
generals marched with the main army near to the foot of the pass, 

1 Xcn. Anab. iv, 6, 16. 
'AAAU µivrot, lip71 0 Xetpfoocpor, Kayw tJ/Lii> TOV> 'A{}11vafovc UKOV(,) oetvoi>c 

elvat KAEITTet'IJ Tit 011µoata, Kat µft'Aa uvror OetVOV TOV KlVOVVUV ri;J KAerrrovrt, 
Kat rDVC KpartaTDV> µivTOl µu).tara, etrrep {µiv o[ 1<puTLGrOt up;tetv a;toVVTat• 
WGre C,pa Kat GOl errtOclKVVG{}at T~V rra£oetav. 

1 See Vol. VII, ch. lxi, p. 401 seq. 
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and there took up their night-station, making demonstrations of a 
purpose to storm it the next morning. But as soon as it was dark, 
Aristonymus and his detachment started, and ascending the moun
tain at another point, obtained without resistance a high position 
on the flank of the enemy, who soon, however, saw them and 
despatched a force to keep guard on that side. At daybreak these 
two detachments came to a conflict on the heights, in which the 
Greeks were completely victorious, while Cheirisoplms was march
ing up the pass to attack the main body. His light troops, en
couraged by seeing this victory of their comrades, hastened on to 
the charge faster than their hoplites could follow. But the enemy 
was so dispirited by seeing themselves turned, that they fled with 
little or no resistance. Though only a few were slain, many threw 
away their light shields of wicker or wood-work, which became 
the prey of the conquerors.I 

Thus masters of the pass, the Greeks descended to the level 
ground on the other side, where they found themselves in some 
villages well-stocked with provisions and comforts ; the first in the 
country of the Taochi. Probably they halted here some days ; 
for they had seen no villages, either for rest or for refreshment, 
during the last nine days' march, since leaving those Armenian 
villages in which they had passed a week so eminently restora
tive, and which apparently had furnished them with a stock of 
provisions for the onward journey. Such halt gave time to the 
Taochi to carry up their families and provisions into inaccessible 
strongholds, so that the Greeks found no supplies, during five 
days' march through the territory. Their provisions were com
pletely exhausted, when they arrived before one of these strong
holds, a rock on which were seen the families and the cattle of 
the Taochi; without houses or fortification, but nearly surrounded 
by a river, so as .to leave only one narrow ascent, rendered unap
proachable by vast rocks which the defenders hurled or rolled 
from the summit. By an ingenious combination of bravery and 
stratagem, in which some of the captains much distinguished them
selves, the Greeks overcame this difficulty, and took the height. 
The scene which then ensued was awful. The Taochian women 
seized their children, il.ung them over the precipice, and then cast 

1 Xcn. Annb. h·, 6, 20-27. 
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themselves headlong also, followed by the men. Almost every 
soul thus perished, very few surviving to become priooners. An 
Arcadian captain named JEncas, seeing one of them in a fine 
dress about to precipitate himself with the rest, seized him with a 
view to prevent it. But the man in return grasped him firmly, 
dragged him to the edge of the rock, and leaped down to the 
destruction of both. Though scarcely any prisoners were taken, 
however, the Greeks obtained abundance of oxen, asses, and sheep, 
which fully supplied their wants.1 

They now entered into the territory of the Chalybes, which 
they were seven days in passing through. These were the bravest 
warriors whom they had seen in Asia. Their equipment was a 
spear of fifteen cubits long, with only one end pointed, - a hel
met, greaves, stuffed corselet, with a kilt or dependent flaps, - a 
short sword which they employed to cut off the head of a slain 
enemy, displaying the head in sight of their surviving enemies 
with triumphant dance and song. They carried no shield; per
haps because the excessive length of the spear required the con
stant employment of both hands, -yet they did not shrink from 
meeting the Greeks occasionally in regular, stand-up fight. As 
they had carried off all their provisions into hill-forts, the Greeks 
could obtain no supplies, but lived all the time upon the cattle 
which they had acquired from the Taochi. After seven days of 
march and combat, - the Chalybes perpetually attacking their 
rear,-they reached the river IIarpasus (four hundred feet broad), 
where they passed into the territory of the Skythini. It rather 
seems that the territory of the Chalybes was mountainous ; that 
of the Skythini was level, and contc'tining villages, wherein they 
remained three days, refreshing themselves, and stocking them
selves with provisions.2 

Four days of additional march brought them to a sight, the like 
of which they had not seen since Opis and Sittake on the Tigris 
in Babylonia, - a large and flourishing city called Gymnias ; an 
earnest of the neighborhood of the sea, of commerce, and of civi
lization. The chief of this city received them in a friendly man
ner, and furni,;hed them with a guide who engaged to conduct 
them, after five days' march, to a hill from whence they would 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 7, 2-15. 2 Xen. Anab. h·, 7, 18. 
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ha>e a view of the sea. This was by no means their nearest 
way to the sea, for the chief of Gymnias wished to send them 
through the territory of some neighbors to whom he was hostile; 
which territory, as soon as they reached it, the guide desired them 
t-0 burn and destroy. However, the promise was kept, and on 
the fifth day, marching still apparently through the territory of 
the Skythini, they reached the summit of a mountain called Theches, 
from whence the Euxine Sea was visible.l 

An animated shout from the soldiers who formed the van~guard 
testified the impressive effect of tl1is long-deferred spectacle, as
suring as it seemed to do, their safety and their return home. To 
Xenophon and to the rear-guard, - engaged in repelling the at
tack of natives who had come forward to revenge the plunder of 
their territory, - the shout was unintelligible. They at first im
agined that the natives had commenced attack in front as well as 
in the rear, and that the van-guard was engaged in battle. But 
every moment the shout became louder, as fresh men came to the 
summit and gave vent to their feelings ; so that Xenophon grew 
anxious, and galloped up to the van with his hanllful of cavalry to 
see what had happened. As he approached, the voice of the 
overjoyed crowd was hear<l distinctly crying out, Thalatta, Tfta
latta (The sea, the sea), and congratulating each other in ecstasy. 
The main body, the rear-guard, the baggage-sol<liers driving up 
their horses and cattle before them, became all excited by the 
sound, an<l hurried up breathless to the summit. The whole army, 
officers and soldiers, were thus assembled, manifesting their joy
ous emotions by tears, embraces, and outpourings of enthusiastic 
sympathy. "'"ith spontaneous impulse they heaped up stones to 
decorate the spot by a monument and commemorative trophy; put
ting on the stones such homely offerings as their means afforded, 
- sticks, hides, and a few of the wicker shields just taken from 
the natives. To the guide, who had performed his engagement 
of bringing them in five days within sight of the sea, their grati
tude was unbounded. They presented him with a horse, a silver 
bowl, a Persian costume, and ten darics in money; besides seve

1 Diodorus (xiv, 29) calls the mountain X~vow-Chenium. He seems 
to have had Xenophon before him in his brief description of this interest
ing scene. 
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ral of the soldiers' rings, which he especially asked for. Thus 
loaded with presents, he left them, having first shown them a 
village wherein they could find quarters,- as well as the road 
which they were to take through the territory of the 1\Iakrones.l 

"'When they reached the river which divided the land of the 
:Makrones from that of the Skythini, they perceived the former 
assembled in arms on the opposite side to resist their passage. 
The river not being fordable, they cut down some neighboring 
trees to provide the means of crossing. 1Vhile these 1\Iakrones 
were shouting and encouraging each other aloud, a peltast in the 
Grecian army came to Xenophon, saying that he knew their lan
guage, and that he believed this to be his country. He had been 
a slave at Athens, exported from home during his boyhood, - he 
had then made his escape (probably during the Peloponnesian 
war, to the garrison of Dckeleia), and afterwards taken military 
service. By this fortunate accident, the generals were enabled to 
open negotiations with the :Makrones, and to assure them that the 
army would do them no harm, desiring nothing more than a free 
passage and a market to buy provisions. The :Makrones, on 
receiving such assurance in their own language from a country
man, exchanged pledges of friendship with the Greeks, assisted 
them to pass the river, and furnished the best market in their 
power during the three days' march across their territory.2 

The army now reached the borders of the Kolchians, who were 
found in hostile array, occupying the summit of a considerable 
mountain which formed their frontier. Here Xenophon, having 
marshalled the soldiers for attack, with each loch us (company of 
one hundred men) in single file, instead of marching up the hill in 
phalanx, or continuous front with only a scanty depth,-address
ed to them the following pithy encouragement, - "Now, gentle
men, these enemies before us are the only impediment that keeps 
us away from reaching the point at which we have been so long 
aiming. 'Ve must even eat them raw, if in any way we can do so." 

:Eighty of these formidable companies of hoplites, each in single 
file, now began to ascend the hill ; the peltasts and bowmen being 
partly distributed among them, partly placed on the flanks. Chei
risophus and Xenophon, each commanding on one wing, spread 

1 Xcn. Anab. iv, 7, 23-27. 2 Xcn. Anab. iv, 8, 4-7. 
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·their peltasts in such a way as to outflank the Kolchians, who 
accordingly weakened their centre in order to strengthen their 
wings. Hence the Arcadian peltasts and hoplites in the Greek 
centre were enabled to attack and disperse the centre with little 
resistance; and all the Kolchians presently fled, leaving the Greeks· 
in possession of their camp, as well as of several well-stocked 
villages in their rear. Amidst these villages the army remained 
to refresh themselves for several days. It was here that they 
tasted the grateful, but unwholesome honey, which this region 
still continues to produce, - unaware of its peculiar proper
ties. Those soldiers who ate little of it were like men greatly 
intoxicated with wine ; those who ate much, were seized with the 
most violent vomiting and diarrhma, lying down like madmen in a 
state of delirium. From this terrible distemper some recovered 
on the ensuing day, others two or three days afterwards. It does 
not appear that any one actually died.I 

Two more days' march brought them to the sea, at the Greek 
maritime city of Trapezus or Trebizond, founded by the inhabit
ants of Sinope on the coast of the Kolchian territory. Here the 
Trapezuntines received them with kindness and hospitality, send
ing them presents of bullocks, barley-meal, and wine. Taking up 
their quarters in some Kolchian villages near the town, they 
now enjoyed, for the first time since leaving Tarsus, a safe and 
undisturbed repose during thirty days, and were enabled to re
cover in some degree from the severe hardships which they had 
undergone. \'11ile the Trapezuntines brought produce for sale 
into the camp, the Greeks provided the means of purchasing it 
by predatory incursions against the Kolchians on the hills. 
Those Kolchians who dwelt under the hills and on the plain 
were in a state of semi-dependence upon Trapezus ; so that the 
Trapezuntines mediated on their behalf and prevailed on the 

1 Xen. Anab. iv, 8, 15-22. l\Iost modern travellers attest the existence, 
in these regions, of honey intoxicating and poisonous, such as Xenophon 
describes. They point out the Azalea Pontica, as the flower from which 
the bees imbibe this peculiar quality. Professor Koch, however, calls, in 
question the existence of any honey thus naturally unwholesome near tho 
Black Sea. He states (Zug dcr Zehn Tausend, p. lll) that after careful 
mqniries he could find no trace of any snch. Not contradicting Xenophon, 
he thinks that the honey which the Greeks ate must have been stale or 
tainted. 

VOL. IX. Soc. 
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Greeks to leave them unmolested, on condition of a contribution 
of bullocks. 

These bullocks enabled the Greeks to discharge the vow which 
they had made, on the proposition of Xenophon, to Zeus the 
Preserver, during that moment of dismay and despair which 
succeeded immediately on the massacre of their generals by Ti:>
saphernes. To Zeus the Preserver, to Ilerakles the Conductor, 
and to various other gous, they offered an abunuant sacrifice on 
their mountain camp overhanging the sea; and after the festival 
ensuing, the skins of the victims were given as prizes to com
petitors in running, wrestling, boxing, and the pankration. The 
superintenuence of such festival games, so fully accoruant with 
Grecian usage anu highly interesting to the army, was committed 
to a Spartan named Drakontius; a man whose destiny recalls 
that of Patroklus and other Homeric heroes, - for he had been 
exiled as a boy, having unintentionally killed another boy with a 
short sword. Various departures from Grecian custom, however, 
were aurnitted. The matches took place on the steep and stony 
hill-side overhanging the sea, instead of on a smooth plain ; and 
the numerous hard falls of the competitors afforded increased in
terest to the by-stanuers. The captive non-Hellenic boys were 
admitted to run for the prize, since otherwise a boy-race could not 
have been obtained. Lastly, the animation of the scene, as well 
as the aruor of the competitors, was much enhanced by the num
ber of their mistresses present.I 

1 Xcn. Anab. iv, 8, 23-27. 
A curious and interesting anecdote in riutarch's Life of Alexander, ( c. 

41) attests how much these Hetrerre accompanying the soldiers (women for 
the most part free), were esteemed in the Macedonian army, and by Alex
ander himself among the rest. A Macedonian of A:gre named Eurylochus, 
had got himself improperly put on a list of veterans and invalids, who 
were on the point of being sent back from Asia to Europe. The imposition 
was iletcctcd, and ou being questioned he informed Alexander that he had 
practised it in oriler to be able to follow a free Hetrera named Telcsippa, 
who was about to accompany the departing division. "I oympathize with 
your attachment, Enrylochus (replied Alexander); let ns see whether we 
cannot prevail upon Telesippa either by persuasion or by presents, since 
she is of free condition, to stay behind" ('Hµ<i> µi:v, i:i EvpvA.o;re, uvvepwv
ra, e;retc opa oi: 01!'(,)> rreiifoµev nAoyot> nowpot> T~V TeAecrirrrrav, E1!'El0~1!'ep 
t~ tA.ev~epa> fori). 
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER LXX. 

ON THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE RETREAT OF THE TEN THOUSAND, 
AFTER THEY QUITTED THE TIGRIS k"\D ENTERED THE KARDU
CHIAN :MOUNTAINS. 

IT would be injustice to this gallant and long-suffering body of men 
not to present the reader with a minute description of the full length 
of their stupendous march. Up to the moment when the Greeks enter 
Karduchia, the line of march may be indicated upon evidence which, 
though not identifying special halting-places or localities, makes us 
certain that we cannot be far wrong on the whole. But after that 
moment, the evidence gradually disappears, and we arc left with 
nothing more than a knowledge of the terminus, the general course, 
and a few negative conditions. 

Mr. Ainsworth has given, in his Book IV. (Travels in the Track of 
the Ten Thousand, p. 155 seq.) an interesting topographical comment on 
the march through Karduchia, and on the difficulties which the Greeks 
would have to surmount. He has farther shown what may have been 
their probable line of march through Karduchia; but the most impor
tant point which he has established here, seems to be the identity of 
the river Kcntrites with the Buhtan-Chai, an eastern affiuent of the 
Tigris - distinguishing it from the river of Betlis on the west and the 
river Khabur on the south-east, with both of which it had been previ
ously confounded (p. 16 7). The Buh tan-Chai falls into the Tigris at a 
village called Ti!, and "constitutes at the present day, a natural bar
rier between Kurdistan and Armenia" (p.166). In this identification of 
the Kentrites with the Buhtan-Chai, Professor Koch agrees (Zug 
der Zehn Tausend, p. 78). 

If the Greeks crossed the Kentritks near its confluence with the Ti
gris, they would march up its right bank in one day to a situation near 
the modern town of Sert (Mr. Ainsworth thinks), though Xenophon 
takes no notice of the river of Bitlis, which nevertheless they must have 
passed. Their next two days of march, assuming a direction nearly 
north, would carry them (as Xenophon states, iv. 4, 2) beyond the 
sources of the Tigris ; that is, "beyond the headwaters of the eastern 
tributaries to the Tigris." 

Three days of additional march brought them to the river Tele boas 
- "of no great size, but beautiful" (iv. 4, 4). There appear sufficient 
reasons to identify this river with the Kara-Su or Black River, which 
flows through the valley or plain of ~fush into the Murad or Eastern 
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Euphrates (Ainsworth, p.172; Ritter, Erdkunde, part x. s. 37. p. 682). 
Though Kinneir (Journey through Asia l\Iinor and Kurdistan, 1818, 
p. 484), Rennell (Illustrations of the Expedition of Cyrus, p. 207) 

aud Bell (System of Geography, iv. p.140) identify it with the Ak-Su 

or river of l\lush-this, according to Ainsworth, is only a small tribu

tary to the !\:ara-Su, whieh is the great river of the plain and district.'' 


Professor Koch, whose personal researches in and around Armenia 
give to his opinion the highest authority, follows Mr. Ainsworth in 
identifying the Teleboas with the Kara-Su. He supposes, however, 
that the Greeks crossed the Kentrites, not near its confluence with the 
Tigris, but considerably higher up, near the town of Sert or Sort. 
From hence he supposes that they marched nearly north-east in the 
modern road from Sert to Bitlis, thus getting round the head or near 
the head of the river called Bitlis-Su, which is one of the eastern afflu
ents to the Tigris (falling first into the Buhtan-Chai), and which 
Xenophon took for the Tigris itself. They then marched farther, in a , 
line not far distant from the Lake of Van, over the saddle which sepa
rates that lake from the lofty mountain Ali-Dagh. This saddle is the 
water-shed which separates the afiluents to the Tigris from those to the 
Eastern Euphrates, of which latter the Teleboas or Kara-Su is one 
(Koch, Zuch der Zehn Tausend, p. 82-84). 

After the river Teleboas, there seems no one point in the march 
which can be identified with anything approaching to certainty. Nor 
have we any means even of determining the general line of route, 
apart from specific places, which they followed from the river Tele
boas to Trebizond. 

Their first object was to reach and cross the Eastern Euphrates. 
They would of course cross at the nearest point where they could find 
a ford. But how low down its course does the river continue to be 
fordable, in mid-winter, with snow on the ground? Here professor 
Koch differs from l\Ir. Ainsworth and colonel Chesney. He affirms 
that the river would be fordable a little above its confluence with the 
Tscharbahur, about latitude 39° s'. According to Mr. Ainsworth, it 
would not be fordable below the confluence with the river of Khanus 
(Khinnis). Koch's authority, as the most recent and systematic in
vestigator of these regions, seems preferable, especially as it puts the 
Greeks nearly in the road now travelled over from Mush to Erzerum, 
whieh is said to be the only pass over the mountains open throughout 
all the winter, passing by Khinnis and Koili ; see Ritter, Ertlkunde, x. 
p. 387. Xenophon mentions a warm spring, which the army passed by 
during the third or fourth day after crossing the Euphrates (Anab. iv. 
5, 15). Prof~ssor Koch believes himself io have identified this warm 
spring- the only one, as he states (P· 90-93), south of the range of 
mountains called the Bingoldagh - in the district called '\Vardo, near 
the village of Bashkan. 
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To lay down, with any certainty, the line which the Greeks followed 
from the Euphrates to Trebizond, appears altogether impossible. I 
cannot admit the hypothesis of Mr. Ainsworth, who conducts the army 
across the Araxes to its northern bank, carries them up northward to 
the latitude of Tellis in Georgia, then brings them back again across 
the Harpa Chai (a northern afliuent of the Araxes, which he identifies 
with the Ilarpasus mentioned by Xenophon) and the Araxes itself, to 
Gymnias, which he places near the site of Erzerum. Professor Koch 
(p. 104-108), who dissents with good reason from l\Ir. Ainsworth, pro
poses (though with hesitation and uncertainty) a line of his own, 
which appears to me open greatly to the same objection as that of l\Ir. 
Ainsworth. It carries the Greeks too much to the northward of Erze
rum, more out of their line of march from the place where they crossed 
the Eastern Euphrates, than can be justified by any probability. The 
Greeks knew well that, in order to get home they must takP, a westerly 
direction (see Anab. iii. 5, 15). 

Their great and constant purpose would be to make way to the 
westward, as soon as they had crossed the Euphrates; and the 
road from that river, passing near the site of Erzerum to Trebizond, 
would thus coincide, in the main, with their spontaneous tendency. 
They had no motive to go northward of Erzerum, nor ought we to 
suppose it without some proof. I trace out, therefore, a line of march 
much less circuitous ; not meaning it to be understood as the real road 
which the army can be proved to have taken, but simply because it 
seems a possible line, and because it serves as a sort of approximation 
to complete the reader's idea of the entire ground travelled over by 
the Ten Thousand. 

Koch hardly makes sufficient account of the overwhelming hardships 
with which the Greeks had to contend, when he states (p. 96) that if 
they had taken a line as straight, or nearly as straight as was practi
cable, they might have marched from the Euphrates to Trebizond in 
sixteen or twenty days, even allowing for the bad time of year. Con
sidering that it was ·mid-winter, in that very high and cold country, 
with deep snow throughout; that they had absolutely no advantages 
or assistance of any kind; that their sick and disabled men, together 
with their arms, were to be carried by the stronger; that there were a 
great many women accompanying them; that they had beasts to drive 
along, carrying baggage and plunder, - the prophet Silanus, for exam
ple, having preserved his three thousand darics in coin from the field 
of Kunaxa until his return ; that there was much resistance from the 
Chalybes and Taochi; that they had to take provisions where provi
sions were discoverable; that even a small stream must have impeded 
them, and probably driven them out of their course to fin.d a ford, 
considering the intolerable accumulation of these and other hardships, 
we need not wonder at any degree of slowness in their progress. It 
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rarely happens that modern travellers go over these regions in mid
winter; but we may see what travelling is at that season, by the 
dreadful description which :Mr. Baillie Fraser gives of his journey from 
Tauris to Erzerum in the month of :March (Travels in Koordhistan, 
Letter XV). Mr. Kinneir says (Travels, p. 353) - "The winters are 
so severe that all communication between Baiburt and the circumja
cent villages is cut off for four months in the year, in consequence of 
the depth of the snow." 

Now if we measure on Kiepert's map the rectilinear distance, -the 
air-line - from Trebizond to the place where Koch represents the 
Greeks to have crossed the Eastern Euphrates, - we shall find it one 
hundred and seventy English miles. The number of days' journey
marchcs which Xenophon mentions are fifty-four; even if we include 
the five days of march undertaken from Gynrnias (Anab. iv. 7, 20), 
which, properly speaking, were directed against the enemies of the 
governor of Gymnias, more than for the promotion of their retreat. 
In each of those fifty-four days, therefore, they must have made 3.14 
miles of rectilinear progress. This surely is not an unreasonably 
slow progress to suppose, under all the disadvantages of their situ
ation; nor does it imply any very great actual departure from the 
straightest line practicable. Indeed Koch himself (in his Introduction, 
p. 4) suggests various embarrassments which must have occurred on 
the march, but which Xenophon has not distinctly stated. 

The river which Xenophon calls the Ilarpasus seems to be probably 
the Tchoruk-su, as colonel Chesney and Prof. Koch suppose. At least 
it is difficult to assign any other river with which the Harpasus can be 
identified. 

I cannot but think it probable that the city which Xenophon calls 
Gymnias (Diodorus, xiv. 29, calls it Gymnasia) was the same as that 
which is now called Gumisch-Khana (Hamilton), Gumush-Kaneh ( Ains
worth}, Gemisch-Khaneh (Kinneir). "Gumisch-Khanah (says l\Ir. 
Hamilton, Travels in Asia l\Iinor, vol. i. ch. xi. p. 168; ch. xiv. p. 234) 
is celebrated as the site of the most ancient and considerable silvcr
mines in the Ottoman dominions." Both l\Ir. Kinneir and Mr. Hamil
ton passed through Gumisch-Khana on the road from Trebizond to 
Erzerum. 

Now here is not only great similarity of name, and likelihood of situ
ation, - but the existence of the silver mines furnishes a plausible 
explanation of that which would otherwise be very strange; the exist
ence of this "great, flourishing, inhabited, city," inland, in the midst 
of such barbarians, - the Chalybes, the Skythini, the Makrones, etc. 

l\lr. Kinneir reached Gumisch-Khana at the end of the third day 
after quitting Trebizond; the two last days having been very long and 
fatiguing. Mr. Hamilton, who also passed through Gumisch-Khana, 
reached it at the cud of two long days. Both these travellers repre
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sent the road near Gumisch-Khana as extremely difficult. Mr. Ains
worth, who did not himself pass through Gumisch-Khana, tells us 
(what is of some importance in this discussion) that it lies in the winter
road from Erzerum to Trebizond (Travels in Asia Minor, vol. ii. 
p. 394 ). " The winter-road, which is the longest, passes by Gumisch
Khana, and takes the longer portion of valley ; all the others cross 
over the mountain at various points, to the east of the road by the 
mines. But whether going by the mountains or the valley, the mule
teers often go indifferently to the west as far as Ash Kaleh, and at 
other times turn off by the villages of Bey Mansour and Kodjah Bunar, 
where they take to the mountains." 

1\Ir. Hamilton makes the distance from Trebizond to Gumish-Khana 
eighteen hours, or fifty-four calculated post miles ; that is, about forty 
English miles (Appendix to Travels in Asia 1\1inor, vol. ii. p. 389). 

Now we are not to suppose that the Greeks marched in any direct 
road from Gymnias to Trebizond. Ou the contrary, the five days' 
march which they undertook immediately from Gymnias were con
ducted by a guide sent from that town, who led them over the terri
tories of people hostile to Gymnias, in order that they might lay waste 
the lands (iv. 7, 20). 'Vhat progress they made, during these marches, 
towards Trebizond, is altogether doubtful. The guide promised that 
on the fifth day he would bring them to a spot from whence they could 
view the sea, and he performed his promise by leading them to the top 
of the sacred mountain ThCche. 

ThecM was a summit (ll><(!ov, iv. 7, 25), as might be expected. But 
unfortunately it seems impossible to verify the particular summit on 
which the interesting scene described by Xenophon took place. 1\Ir. 
Ainsworth presumes it to be the mountain called Kop-Dagh ; from 
whence, however, according to Koch, the sea cannot be discerned. 
D'Anville and some other geographers identify it with the ridge called 
Tekieh-Dagh, to the east of Gumisch-Khana; nearer to the sea than 
that place. This mountain, I think, would suit pretty well for the nar
rative in respect to position ; but Koch and other modern travellers 
affirm that it is neither high enough, nor near enough to the sea, to 
permit any such view as that which Xenophon relates. It stands on 
Kiepert's map at a distance of full thirty-five Engli:;h miles from the 
sea, the view of which, moreover, seems intercepted by the still higher 
mountain-chain now called Kolath-Dagh, a portion of the ancient Pary
adres, which runs along parallel to the coast. It is to be recollected 
that in the first half of February, the time of Xenophon's visit, the 
highest peaks would certainly be all covered with snow, and therefore 
very difficult to ascend. 

There is a striking view obtained of the sea from the mountain 
called Karakaban. This mountain, more than four thousand feet higl1, 
lies rather above twenty miles from the sea, to the south of Trebizond, 
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and immediately north ~f the still higher chain of Kolath-Dagh. From 
the Kolath-Dagh chain, whieh runs east and west, there strike out three 
or four parallel ridges to the northward, formed of primitive slate, and 
cut down precipitously so as to leave deep and narrow valleys between. 
On leaving Trebizond, the traveller ascends the hill immediately above 
the town, and then descends into the valley on the other side. His 
road to Karakaban lies partly along the valley, partly along the crest 
of one of the four ridges just mentioned. But throughout all this road, 
the sea is never seen ; being hidden by the hills immediately above 
Trebizond. Ile does not again see the sea until he reaches Karakaban, 
which is sufficiently high to enable him to see over those hills. The 
guides (as I am informed by Dr. Holland, who twice went over the 
spot) point out with great animation this view of the sea, as particu
larly deserving of notice. It is enjoyed for a short space while the 
road winds round the mountain, and then again lost. 

Here is a view of the sea at once distant, sudden, impressive, and 
enjoyed from an eminence not too high to be accessible to the Cyreian 
army. In so far, it would be suitable to the description of Xenophon. 
Yet again it appears that a person coming to this point from the land
side (as Xenophon of course did), would find it in his descending route, 
not in his ascending; and this can hardly be reconciled with the de
scription which we read in the Greek historian. Moreover, the subse
quent marches which Xenophon mentions after quitting the mountain 
summit Theehe, can hardly be reconciled with the supposition that it 
was the same as what is now called Karakaban. It is, indeed, quite 
possible, (as Mr. Hamilton suggests), that Theche may have been a 
peak apart from any road, and that the guide may have conducted the 
soldiers thither for the express purpose of showing the sea, guiding 
them back again into the road afterwards. This increases the diffi
culty of identi(ying the spot. However, the whole region is as yet 
very imperfectly known, and perhaps it is not impossible that there 
may be some particular locality even on Tckiah-Dagh, whence, through 
an accidental gap in the intervening mountains, the sea might become 
visible. 
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CHAPTER LXXI. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE TEN THOUSAND GREEKS, FROM THE TUIE 
THAT THEY HEACHED TRAPEZUS, TO THEIR JUNCTION WITH 
THE LACED.-E:IIO.NIAN AP.)1Y IN ASIA MINOR. 

WE now commence a third act in the history of this memorable 
body of men. After having followed them from Sardis to Kunaxa. 
as mercenaries to procure the throne for Cyrus, - then from Ku
naxa to Trapezus as men anxious only for escape, and purchasing 
their safety by marvellous bravery, endurance, and organization, 
we shall now track their proceedings among the Greek colonies 
on the Eux.ine and at the Ilosphorus of Thrace, succeeded by their 
struggles against the meanness of the Thracian prince Seuthes, as 
well as against the treachery and arbitrary harshness of the Lace
dremonian commanders Anaxibius and Aristarchus. 

Trapezus, now Trebizond, where the army had recently found 
repose, was a colony from Sin6pe, as were also Kerasus and Ko
tyora, farther westward; each of them receiving an harmost or 
governor from the mother-city, and paying to her an annual trib
ute. All these three cities were pla.ntcd on the narrow strip of 
land dividing the Euxine from the elevated mountain range which 
so closely borders on its southern coast. At Sinope itself, the land 
stretches out into a defensible peninsula, with a secure harbor, and 
a large breadth of adjacent fertile soil. So tempting a site invited 
the :Milcsians, even before the year 600 B. c., to plant a colony 
tl1cre, and enabled Sinupe to attain much prosperity and power . 
.Farther westward, not more than a long day's journey for a row
ing vessel from Byzantium, was situated the l\Iegarian colony of 
Ilerakleia, in the tenitory of the J'.Iariandyni. 

The native tenants of this line of coast, upon whom the Greek 
settlers intruded themselves (reckoning from the westward), were 
the Bithynian Thracians, the l\fariandyni, the Paphlagonians, the 
Tibareni, Chalybes, l\Iosynreki, Drib~, and Kolchians. Here, as 
elsewhere, these natives found the Greek seaports useful, in giving 
a new value to inland produce, and in furnishing the great men 

VOL. IX. () 
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with ornaments and luxuries to which they would otherwise have 
had no access. The citizens of Herakleia had reduced into de
pendence a considerable portion of the neighboring Mariandyni, 
and held them in a relation resembling that of the natives of Estho
nia and Livonia to the German colonies in the Baltic. Some of the 
Kolchian villages were also subject, in the same manner, to the 
Trapezuntines ;I and SinOpe doubtless possessed a similar inland 
dominion of greater or less extent. But the principal wealth of 
this important city arose from her navy and maritime commerce ; 
from the rich thunny fishery attached to her promontory ; from the 
olives in her immediate neighborhood, which was a cultivation not 
indigenous, but only naturalized by the Greeks on the seaboard ; 
from the varied produce of the interior, comprising abundant herds 
of cattle, mines of silver, iron, and copper in the neighboring 
mountains, wood for ship-building, as well as for house furniture, 
·and native slaves.2 The case was similar with the three colonies 
of Sinope, more to the eastward, - Kotyora, Kerasus, and Trape
zus ; except that the mountains which border on the Euxine, gradu
ally approaching nearer and nearer to the shore, left to each of them 
a more confined strip of cultivable land. For these cities the time 
had not yet arrived, to be conquered and absorbed by the inland 
monarchies around them, as l\Iiletus and the cities on the eastern 
coast of Asia l\Iinor had been. The Paphlagonians were at this 
time the only indigenous people in those regions who formed a 
considerable aggregated force, under a prince named Korylas ; a 
prince tributary to Persia, yet half independent, - since he had 
disobeyed the summons of Artaxerxes to come up and help in re
pelling Cyrus 3 - and now on terms of established alliance with 
Sinope, though not without secret designs, which he wanted only 
force to execute, against that city.4 The other native tribes to the 
.eastward were mountaineers both ruder and more divided ; war
like on their own heights, but little capable of any aggressive 
combinations. 

Though we are told that Perikles had once despatched a detach
ment of Athenian colonists to Sinope,5 and had expelled from 
thence the despot Timesilaus, - yet neither that city nor any of 

1 Strabo, xii, p. 542; Xen. Anab. iv, s, 24. 9 Strabo, xii, p. 545, 546. 
3 , Xen. Anab. v, 6; 8. ' Xen. Anab. v, 5, 23. 

· • Plutarch,- Perikles, c. 20.. .. 
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. their neighbors appear to have taken a part in the Peloponnesiau 
war, either for or against Athens ; nor were they among the num
ber of tributaries to Persia. They doubtless were acquainted with 

. the upward march of Cyrus, which had disturbed all .A.sia ; and 
'probably were not ignorant of the perils and critical state of his 
Grecian army. But it was with a feeling of mingled surprise, 
admiration, and alarm, that they saw that army descend from the 
mountainous region, hitherto only recognized as the abode of Kol
chians, l\Iakrones, and other analogous tribes, among whom was 
perched the mining city of Gymnias. 

Even after all the losses and extreme sufferings of the retreat, 
the Greeks still numbered, when mustered at Kerasus,1 eight thou
sand six hundred hoplites, with peltasts or targctcers, bowmen, 
slingers, etc., making a total of above ten thousand military per
sons. Such a force had never before been seen in the Euxine. 
Considering both the numbers and the now-acquired discipline and 
self-confidence of the Cyrcians, even Sinope herself could have 
raised no force capable of meeting them in the field. Yet they 

. did not belong to any city, nor receive orders froni any established 
government. They were like those mercenary armies which 
marched about in Italy <luring the fourteenth century, under the 
generals called Con<lottieri, taking service sometimes with one city, 
sometimes with another. No one could predict what schemes they 
might conceive, or in what manner they might deal with the estab
lished communities on the shores of the Euxine. If we imagine 
that such an army had suddenly appeared in Sicily, a little time 
before the Athenian expedition against Syracuse, it would have 
been probably enlisted by Lcontini and Katana in their war 
against Syracuse. If the inhabitants of Trapezus had wished to 
throw off the dominion of Sinope, - or if KoryIM, the l'aphlago
nian, were meditating war against that city, - here were formid
able auxiliaries to second their wishes. l\Ioreover there were 
various tempting sites, open to the formation of a new colony, 
which, with so numerous a body of original Greek settlers, would 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 3, 3; v, 7, 9, The maximum of the Grecian force, when 
·mustered at Issus after the junction of those three hundred men who de· 
serted from Abrokomas, was thirteen thousand nine hundred men. At the 
review in Babylonia, three days before the battle. of Kunaxa, there were 
·mastered, however, only twelve thousand nine hundred (.A.nab. i, 7, IO). 
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probably have overtopped Sinope herself. There was no restrain
ing cause to reckon upon, except the general Hellenic sympathies 
and education of the Cyreian army; and what was of not less im
portance, the fact that they were not mercenary soldier;; by perma
nent profession, such as became so formidably multiplied in Greece 
during the next generation, - but established citizens who had 
come out on a special service under Cyrus, with the full intention, 
after a year of lucrative enterprise, to return to their homes and 
families.I ·1ve shall find such gravitation towards home steadily 
operative throughout the future proceedings of the army. But at 
the moment when they first emerged from the mountains, no one 
could be sure that it would be so. There was ample ground for 
uneasiness among the Euxine Greeks, especially the Sinopians, 
whose supremacy had never before been endangered. 

An undisturbed repose of thirty days enabled the Cyreians to 
recover from their fatigues, to talk over their past dangers, and 
to take pride in the anticipated effect which their unparalleled 
achievement could not fail to produce in Greece. Having dis
charged their vows and celebrated their festival to the gods, they 
held an assembly to discuss their future proceedings; when a Thu
rian soldier, named Antilcon, exclaimed, - " Comrades, I am 
already tired of packing up, marching, running, carrying arms, fall
ing into line, keeping watch, and fighting. Now that we have the 
sea here before us, I desire to be relieved from all these toils, to 
sail the rest of the way, and to arrive in Greece outstretched and 

1 Xen. Anah. vi, 2, 8. 
TC:w yup urpariwri:Jv ol 1rAtiurot fir;av ob <r1ravei {3iov EIC1rt1rAtvK6rer; e1r2 

-ravr17v rqv µtu{io¢opiiv, UAAa TIJIJ Kvpov aper~v UICOVVrtr;, ol µev /Cat avopa, 
ayovrer;, ol oe /Cat 1rpouavr(AwKortr; xpi;µara, /Cat rovrwv lrepot U1rOOtopaK6rtt; 
1rarepar; ICQl µ~repar;, o/ oe /Cat rfKVa KaraAl'lrOVTE!;1 wr; ')(p~µara avroi(; ICT1/Ua· 
µevot f;fovTt!: 1rltAtV, UKOVOVTE!: Kat TOVt; a.Uovt; rovr; 1rapii Kvp<,J 1rOAAU Kat 
aya{iii 1rparretv. Totovrot ovv ovret; ltr6{iovv elt; rqv 'EA?.uoa uwi;eu{iai. 

This statement respecting the position of most of the soldiers is more 
authentic, as well as less disparaging, than that of Isokrates (Orat. iv, Pan
egyr. s. liO). 

In another oration, composed about fifty years after the Cyreian expe
dition, Isokrates notices the large premiums which it had been formerly 
necessary to give to those who brought together mercenary soldiers, over 
aud above the pay to the soldiers themselves (Isokrates, Orat. v. ad Philipp. 
8.112); as contrasted with the over-multiplication of lillcmployed merce
naries during his own later time (Ibid. s. 142 seq.) 



125 WISH TO RETURN BY SEA. 

asleep, like Odysseus." This pithy address being received with 
vehement acclamations, and warmly responded to by all, - Cheiri
sophus offered, if the army chose to empower him, to sail forthwith 
to Byzantium, where he thought he could obtain from his friend 
the LaccdtCmonian admiral, Anaxibius, sufficient vessels for trans
port. His proposition was gladly accepted; and he departed to 
execute the project. 

Xenophon then urged upon the army various resolutions and 
measures, proper for the regulation of affairs during the absence 
of Cheirisophus. The army would be forced to maintain itself by 
marauding expeditions among the hostile tribes in the mountains. 
Such expeditions, accordingly, must be put under regulation; nei
ther individual soldiers, nor small companies, must be allowed to 
go out at pleasure, without giving notice to the generals ; more
over, the camp must be kept under constant guard and scouts, in 
the event of surprise from a retaliating enemy. It was prudent 
also to take the best measures in their power for procuring vessels; 
since, after all, Cheirisophus might possibly fail in bringing an ade
quate number. They ought to borrow a few ships of war from the 
Trapezuntines, and detain all the merchant ships which they saw; 
unshipping the rudders, placing the cargoes under guard, and main
taining the crew during all the time that the ships might be re
quired for transport of the army. :Many such merchant vessels 
were often sailing by ;I so that they would thus acquire the means 
of transport, even though Cheirisophus should bring few or none 
from Byzantium. Lastly, Xenophon proposed to require the 
Grecian cities to repair and put in order the road along the coast, 
for a land-march; since, perhaps, with all their efforts, it would be 
found impossible to get together a sufficient stock of transports. 

All the propositions of Xenophon were readily adopted by the 
army, except the last. But the mere mention of a renewed land
march excited such universal murmurs of repugnance, that he did 
not venture to put that question to the vote. He took upon him
self, however, to send messages to the Grecian cities, on his own 
responsibility; urging them to repair the roads, in order that the 

\ 

1 Xen. Anab. v, I, 3-13. 
'Opw o' lyi:J .,,.A,oia 1!'0AA.u1<t> 1rapa1rA.lovra, etc. This is a forcible proof 

how extensive was the Grecian commerce with the town and region of Pha
sis, at the eastern extremity of the Euxine. 
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departure of the army might be facilitated. And he found the 
cities ready enough to carry his wishes into effect, as far as 
Kotyora.1 

The wisdom of these precautionary suggestions of Xenophon 
soon appeared; for Cheirisophus not only failed in his object, but 
was compelled to stay away for a considerable time. A pente
konter (or armed ship with fifty oars) was borrowed from the 
Tr::ipezuntines, and committed to the charge of a Laced::cmonian 
Perirekus, named Dexippus, for the purpose of detaining the mer
chant vessels passing by. This man having violated his trust, and 
employed the ship to make his own escape out of the Euxine, a 
second was obtained and confided to an Athenian, Polykrates ; 
who brought in successively several merchant vessels. These the 
Greeks did not plunder, but secured the cargoes under adequate 
guard, and only reserved the vessels for transports. It became, 
however, gradually more and more difficult to supply the camp 
with provisions. Though the army was distributed into suitable 
detachments for plundering the Kolchian villages on the hills, and 
seizing cattle and prisoners for sale, yet these expeditions did not 
always succeed; indeed on one occasion, two Grecian lochi or 
companies got entangled in such difficult ground, that they were 
destroyed, to a man. The Kolchians united on the hills in increased 
and menacing numbers, insomuch that a larger guard became 
necessary for tlie camp; while the Trapezuntines,-tired of the 
protr::icted stay of. the army, as well as desirous of exempting from 
pillage the natives in their own immediate neighborhood,- con
ducted the detachments only to villages alike remote and difficult 
of access. It was in this manner that a large force under Xeno
phon himself, attacked the lofty and rugged stronghold of the Drilre, 
- the most warlike nation of mountaineers in the neighborhood 
of the Euxine ; well armed, and troublesome to Trapezus by their 
incursions. After a difficult march and attack which Xenophon 
describes in interesting detail, and wherein the Greeks encountered 
no small hazard of ruinous defeat, - they returned in the end 
completely successful, and with a plentiful booty.2 

At length, after long awaiting in vain the reappearance of Chei
risophus, increasing scarcity and weariness determined them to 

1 Xen. Anab. v, I, 15. 2 Xen. Anab. v, 2. 
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leave Trapezus. A sufficient number of vessels had been collected 
to serve for the transport of the women, of the sick and wounded, 
and of the baggage. All these were accordingly placed on board, 
under the command of Philesius and Sophametus, the two oldest 
generals; while the remaining army marched by land, along a road 
which had been just made good under the representations of Xeno
phon. In three days they reached Kerasus, another maritime 
colony of the Sinopeans, still in the territory called Kolchian ; 
there they halted ten days, mustered and numbered the army, and 
divided the money acquired by the sale of their prisoners. Eight 
thousand six hundred hoplites, out of a total probably greater than 
eleven thousand, were found still remaining; besides targeteers 
and variou~ light troops.I 

During the halt at Kerasus, the declining discipline of the army 
became manifest as they :ipproached home. Various acts of out
rage occurred, originating now, as afterwards, in the intrigues of 
treacherous officers. A captain named Klearetus persuaded his 
company to attempt the plunder of a Kolehian village near Kera
sus, which had furvished a friendly market to the Greeks, and 
which rested secure on the faith of peaceful relations. He in· 
tended to make off separately with the booty in one of the vessels ; 
but his attack was repelled, and he himself slain. The injured 
villagers despatrhed three elders, as heralds, to remonstrate with 
the Grecian authorities ; but these heralds being seen in Kerasus 
by some of the repulsed plunderers, were slain. A partial tumult 
then ensued, in which even the magistrates of Kerasus were in 
great danger, and only escaped the pursuing soldiers by running 

Xen. Anab. v, 3, 3. l\fr. Kinneir (Travels in Asia :Minor, p. 327) and 
many other authors, have naturally presumed from the analogy of name 
thltt the modern town Kerasoun (about long. 38° 401) corresponds to the 
Kerasus of Xenophon; which Arriau in his Periplus conceives to be iden· 
tical with what was afterwards called Pharuakia. 

But it is remarked both by Dr. Cramer (Asia l\Iinor, vol. i, p. 281} and 
by l\Ir. Hamilton (Travels in Asia Minor, ch. xv, p. 250}, that Kerasoun is 
too far from Trebizond to admit of Xenophon having marched with the 
army from the one place to the other in three days; or even in less than 
ten days, iu the judgment of l\Ir. Hamilton. Accordingly l\Ir. Hamilton 
places the site of the Kcrasus of Xenophon much nearer to Trebizond 
(about long. 39° 201, as it stands in Kiepert's map of Asia l.\linor,) near a 
river now called the Kerasoun Dere Su. 
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into the sea. This enormity, though it occurred under the eyes 
of the generals, immediately before their departure from Kerasus, 
remained without inquiry or punishment, from the numbers con
cerned in it. 

Between Kerasus and Kotyora, there was not then (nor is there 
now any regular road.I This march cost the Cyreian army not 
less than ten days, by an inland track departing from the sea
shore, and through the mountains inhabited by the indigenous 
tribes l\Iosyn<cki and Chalybes. The fatter, celebrated for their 
iron works, were under dependence to the former. As the l\Iosy
n<cki refused to grant a friendly passage across their territory, the 
army were compelled to fight their way through it as enemies, 
with the aid of one section of these people themselves ; which al
liance was procured for them by the Trapezuntine Timesitheos, 
who was proxenus of the l\Iosyn<cki, and understood their lan
guage. The Greeks took the mountain fostnesses of this people, 
and plundered the woollen turrets which formed their abodes. Of 
their peculiar fashions Xenophon gives an interesting description, 
which I have not space to copy.2 The territory of the Tibareni 
was more easy and accessible. This people met the Greeks with 
presents, and tendered a friendly passage. But the generals at 
first declined the pre~ents, --'-preferring to treat them as enemies 

1 It was not without great difficulty that Mr. runneir obtained horses to 
travel from Kotyora to Kerasoun by land. The aga of the place told him 
that it was madness to think of travelling by land, and ordered a folueca for 
him; hut was at last prevailed on to furnish horses. There seems, indeed, 
to have been no regular or trodden road at all; the hills approach close to 
the sea, and Mr. Kinneir "travelled the whole of the way along the shore 
alternately over a sandy beach and a high wooded bank. The hills at in
tervals jutting out into the sea, form capes and numerous little bays along 
tho coast; hut the nature of the country wns still the same, that is to say, 
Ftudded with fine timber, flowers, and groves of chen'Y trees" (Travels in 
Asia Minor, p. 324). 

Kerasus is the indigenous country of the cherry tree, and the odgin of 
its name. 

Professor Koch thinks, that the number of days' march given by Xeno
phon (ten days) between I~erasus and Koty<'m1, is more than consists with 
the real distance, even if Kerasus be placed where Mr. Hamilton mpposes. 
If the number be correctly stated, he supposes thnt the Greeks mw;t have 
halted somewhere {Zug der Zchn Tausend, p. 115, 116). 

" Xcn. Anab. v, 5, 3. 
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and plunder them ; which in fact they would have done, had they 
not been deterred by inauspicious sacriflces.1 

Near Kotyora, which was situated on the coast of the Tibareni, 
yet on the borders of Paphlagonia, they remained forty-five days; 
still awaiting the appearance of Cheirisophus with the transports 
to carry them away by sea. The Sinopian harmost or governor, 
did not permit them to be welcomed in so friendly a manner as at 
Trapezus. No market was provided for them, nor were their sick 
admitted within the walls. But the fortifications of the town were 
not so constructed as to resist a Greek force, the like of which had 
never before been seen in those regions. The Greek generals found 
a weak point, made their way in, and took possession of a few 
houses for the accommodation of their sick ; keeping a guard at 
the gate to secure free egress, but doing no farther violence to the 
citizens. They obtained their victuals partly from the Kotyorite 
villages, partly from the neighboring territory of Paphlagonia, 
until at length envoys arrived from Sin6pe to remonstrate against 
their proceedings. 

These envoys presented themselves before the assembled soldiers: 
in the camp, when Hekatonymus, the chief and the most eloquent 
among them, began by complimenting the army upon their gallant 
exploits and retreat. He then complained of the injury which 
Kotyora and Sin6pe, as the mother city of Kotyora, had suffered 
at their hands, in violation of common Hellenic kinship. If 
such proceedings were continued, he intimated that Sin6pe· 
would be compelled in her own defence to seek alliance with 
the Paphlagonian prince Korylas, or any other barbaric auxil
iary who would lend them aid against the Greeks.2 Xeno
phon replied that if the Kotyorites had sustained any damage, it 
was owing to their own ill-will and to the Sin6pian harmost in the 
place ; that the generals were under the necessity of procuring 
subsistence for the soldiers, with house-room for the sick, and that 
they had taken nothing more ; that the sick men were lying within 
the town, but at their own cost, while the other soldiers were all 
encamped without ; that they had maintained cordial friendship 
with the Trapezuntines, and requited all their good offices ; that 
they sought no enemies except through necessity, being anxious 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 7, 18-25. 2 Xen. Anab. v, 5, 7-12. 
VOL. IX. 6* 9oc. 
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only again to reach Greece ; and that as for the threat respecting 
Korylas, they knew well enough that that prince was eager to 
'become master of the wealthy city of Sinupe, and would speedily 
attempt some such enterprise if he could obtain the Cyreian army 
as his auxiliaries.l 

This judicious reply shamed the colleagues of Ilekatonymus so 
much, that they went the length of protesting against what he had 
said, and of affirming that they had come with propositions of sym
pathy and friendship to the army, as well as with promises to give 
them an hospitable reception at Sinope, if they should visit that town 
on their way home. !~resents were at once sent to the army by 
the inhabitants of Kotyora, and a good understanding established. 

Such an interchange of good will with the powerful city of 
Sinope was an unspeakable advantage to the army, - indeed, an 
essential condition to their power of reaching home. If they con
tinued their march by land, it was only through Sinopian guidance 
and mediation that they could obtain or force a passage through 
Paphlagonia; while for a voyage by sea, there was no chance of 
procuring a sufficient number of vessels except from Sinope, since 
no news had been received of Cheirisophus. On the other hand, 
that city had also a strong interest in facilitating their transit home
ward, and thus removing formidable neighbors for whose ulterior 
purposes there could be no guarantee. After some preliminary 
conversation with the Sinopian envoys, the generals convoked the 
army in assembly, and entreated Ilekatonymus and his companions 
to advise them as to the best mode of proceeding westward to the 
Bosphorus. IIekatonymus, after apologizing for the menacing in
, sinuations of his former speech, and protesting that he had no other 
object in view except to point out the safest and easiest plan of 
route for the army, began to unfold the insuperable difficulties of a 
march through Paphlagonia. The very entrance into the country 
must be achieved through a narrow aperture in the mountains, 
which it was impossible to force if occupied by the enemy. Even 
assuming this difficulty to be surmounted, there were spacious 
plains to be passed over, wherein the Paphlagonian horse, the 
most numerous and bravest in Asia, would be found almost irre
sistible. There were also three or four great rivers, which the 

1 X<m. Anab. v, 5, 13-22. 
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army would be unaLle to pass, - the Thermodon and the Iris, 
each three hundred feet in breadth, - the Halys, two stadia or 
nearly a quarter of a mile in Lreadth, - the Parthenius, also very 
considcraLle. Such an array of obstacles (he affirmed) rendered 
the project of marching through Paphfagonia impracticable; where
as the voyage by sea from Kotyora to Sinupe, and from Sinupe to 
Herakleia, was easy ; and the transit from the latter place, either 
by sea to Byzantium, or by land across Thrace, yet easier.I 

Difficulties like these, apparently quite real, were more than 
sufficient to determine the vote of the army, already sick of march- · 
ing and fighting, in favor of the sea-voyage; though there were 
not wanting suspicions of the sincerity of Hckatonymus. But 
Xenophon, in communicating to the latter the decision of the army, 
distinctly apprised him that they would on no account permit 
themselves to be divided; that they would either depart or remain 
all in a body, and that vessels must be provided sufficient for the 
transport of all. IIckatonymus desired them to send envoys of 
their own to Sinope to make the necessary arrangements. Three 
envoys were accordingly scnt,-Ariston, an Athenian, Kalima
elms, an Arcadian, and Samolas, an Ach::can ; the Athenian, proLa
bly, as possessing the talent of speaking in the Sinopian senate or 
assembly.2 

During the absence of these envoys, the army still continued 
near Kotyura with a market provided by the town, and with 
traders from Sinope and Ilerakleia in the camp. Such soldiers 
as had no money wherewith to purchase, suLsisted by pillaging the 
neighboring frontier of Paphlagonia.3 But they were receiving 
no pay; every man was living on his own resources; and instead 
of carrying back a handsome purse to Greece, as each soldier had 
hoped when he first took service under Cyrus, there seemed every 
prospect of their returning poorer than when they left home.4 
l\foreover, the army was now moving onward without any definite 
purpose, with increasing dissatisfaction and decreasing discipline ; 
insomuch that Xenophon foresaw the difficulties which would beset 
the responsible commanders when they should come within the 
stricter restraints and obligations of the Grecian world. 

• Xen. Anab. v, 6, 4-11. • Xen. Anab. v, 6, 14. 
3 Xen. Anab. v, G, 19; vi, I, 2. 4 Xen. A:aab. vi, 4, 8 ; vi, 2, 4. 
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It was these considerations which helped to suggest to him the 
idea of employing the army on some enterprise of conquest and 
colonization in the Euxine itself; an idea highly flattering to his 
personal ambition, especially as the army was of unrivalled effi
ciency against an enemy, and no such second force could ever be 
got together in those distant regions. His patriotism as a Greek 
was inflamed with the thoughts of procuring for Hellas a new au
tonomous city, occupied by a considerable Ilellenic population, 
possessing a spacious territory, and exercising dominion over many 
indigenous neighbors. Ile seems to have thought first of attacking 
and conquering some established non-Ilellcnic city; an act which 
his ideas of international morality did not forbid, in a case where 
he had contracted no special convention with the inhabitants, 
though he (as well as Cheirisophus) strenuously protested against 
doing wrong to any innocent Ilellenic community.I He contem
plated the employment of the entire force in capturing Phasis or 
some other native city; after which, when the establishment was 
once safely effected, those soldiers who preferred going home to 
remaining as settlers, might do so without emperiling those who 
stayed, and probably with their own purses filled by plunder and 
conquest in the neighborhood. To settle as one of the richest pro
prietors and chiefa, - perhaps even the recognized illkist, like 
Agnon at Amphipolis, - of a new Ilellcnic city such as could 
hardly fail to become rich, powe1ful, and important, - was a tempt
ing prospect for one who had now acquired the habits of command. 
:Moreover, the sequel will prove, how correctly Xenophon appre
ciated the discomfort of leading the army back to Greece without 
pay and without certain employment. 

It was the practice of Xenophon, and the advice of his master 
Sokrates,2 in grave and doubtful cases, where the most careful re

1 Xen. Anab. v, 6, 15-30; vi, 2, 6; vii, I, 2.5, 29. 
Haken and other commentators do injustice to Xenophon when they as

cribe to him the design of seizing the Greek city of Kotyora. 
2 Xen. l\Icmorab. i, I, 8, 9. •E</>11 cli: (Sokrates) cleZv, aµev µa&6vrar 1rot

eZv ldwcav ol &w?, µav&avttv" aoe µ~ clijA.a roZr av'9pil1rotr lar2, 1rttpiia{}a, 
Ola flaVTlKi'/r 1rapa TWV &eCJv 1rVv&aveu&a1· rovr &eovr yap, olr Clll W<JtV lA.iCJ, 
u11µa£vttv. 
- Compare passages in his Cyropredia, i, 6, 3; De Officio l\Iagistr. Equit. 

ix, 9. 

"The gods (says Euripides, in the Sokratic vein) have given us wisdom 
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flection was at fault, to recur to the inspired authority of an oracle 
or a prophet, and to offer sacrifice, in foll confidence that the gods 
would vouchsafe to communicate a special revelation to any person 
whom they favored. Accordingly Xenophon, previous to any com
munication with the soldiers respecting his new project, was 
anxious to ascertain the will of the gods by a special sacrifice ; for 
which he invoked the presence of the Ambrakiot Silanus, the 
chief prophet in the army. This prophet (as I have already 
mentioned), before the battle of Kunaxa, had assured Cyrus that 
Artaxerxes would not fight for ten days, -and the prophecy came 
to pass ; which made such an impression on Cyrus that he re
warded him with the prodigious present of three thousand darics 
or ten Attic talents. "\Yhile others were returning poor, Silanus, 
having contrived to preserve this sum throughout all the hardships 
of the retreat, was extremely rich, and anxious only to hasten 
home with his treasure in safety. He heard with strong repug
nance the project of remaining in the Euxine, and determined to 
traverse it by intrigue. As far as concerned the sacrifices, indeed, 
which he offered apart with Xenophon, he was obliged to admit 
that the indications of the victims were favorable; I Xenophon 

to understand and appropriate to ourselves the ordiuary comforts of life; 
in obscure or untelligible cases, we are enahlecl to inform ourselves by look· 
ing at the blaze of the fire, or by consulting prophets who understand the 
livers of sacrificial victims and the flight of birds. ·when they have thus 
furnished so excellent a provision for life, who but spoilt children can be 
discontented, and ask for more 1 Yet still human pmdence, full of self· 
conceit, will struggle to be more powerful, and will presume itself to be 
wiser, than the gods." 

•A o' for' u(j11µa, KOV <Ja'/i~. yt)'VOJtjKOµev 
Eir 1rvp (31.i'lrovur, Kai Karil. tjir/,&yxvwv 1rrvxar 
Mavnir 1rpM11µaivov(jtv olwvi:iv r' u'll:o. 
'Ap' ob rpv¢wµev, i9eoii Kara(jKev~v (3iov 
Jl.6vTOf TotaVr11v, olcnv oVK Up1<.ei TUOe; 
'AA.A.' ;, rppov11(jtr roii i9eoii µei~ov tj(Jivetv 
Z11reZ· TO yaiipov o' EV xepolv KeKr11µivot 
lioKovµev elvat oatµovwv uorpwrrpot (Suppliees, 211 ). 

It will be observed that this constant outpouring of special revelations, 
through prophets, omens, etc., was (in the view of these Sokratic thinkers) 
an essential part of the divine government; indispensable to satisfy their 
ideas of the benevolence of the gods ; since rational and scientific prediction 
was so habitually at fault and unable to fathom the phenomena of the fu· 
ture. 1 Xen. Anab. v, 6, 29: 
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himself being too familiar with the process to Le imposed upon. 
But he at the same time tried to create alarm by declaring that a 
nice inspection disclosed evidence of treacherous snares laid for 
Xenophon ; which latter indications he himself began to realize, 
by spreading reports among the army that the Athenian general 
was laying clandestine plans for keeping them away from Greece 
without their own concurrence.l 

Thus prematurely and insidiously divulged, the scheme found 
some supporters, but a far larger number of opponents; especially 
among those officers who were jealous of the ascendency of Xeno
phon. Timasion and Thorax employed it as a means of alarming 
the Herakleotic and Sinopian traders in the camp ; telling them 
that unless they provided not merely transports, but also pay for 
the soldiers, Xenophon would find means to detain the army in the 
Euxine, and would employ the transports when they arrived, not 
for the homeward voyage, but for his own projects of acquisition. 
This news spread so much terror both at Sinope and Herakleia, 
that large offers of money were made from both cities to Timasion, 
on condition that he would ensure the departure of the army, as 
soon as the vessels should be assembled at Kotyura. Accordingly 
these officers, convening an assembly of the soldiers, protested 
against the duplicity of Xenophon in thus preparing momentous 
schemes without any public debate or decision. And Tima~ion, 
seconded by Thorax, not only strenuously urged the army to return, 
but went so far as to promise to them, on the faith of the assur
ances from Herakleia and Sinupe, future pay on a liberal scale, to 
commence from the first new moon after their departure ; together 
with a hospitable reception in his native city of Dardanus on the 
Hellespont, from whence they could make incursions on the rich 
neighboring satrapy of Pharnabazus.2 

It was not, however, until these attacks were repeated from more 
than one quarter,- until the Ach::eans Philesius and Lykon had 

1 Though Xenophon accounted sacrifice to be an essential preliminary to 
any action of dubious result, and placed great faith in the indications which 
the victims offered, as signs of the future purposes of the gods,- he never
theless had very little confidence in the professional prophets. Ile thought 
them quite capable of gross deceit (See Xen. Cyrop. i, 6, 2, 3; compare So
phokles, Antigone, 1035, 1060; and CEdip. Tyrann. 387). 

2 Xen. Anab. v, 6, 19-26. 
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loudly accused Xenophon of underhand manreuvring to cheat the 
army into remaining against their will, - that the latter rose to 
repel the imputation; saying, that all that he had done was, to 
consult the gods whether it would be better to lay his project be
fore the army or to keep it in his own bosom. The encouraging 
answer of the gods, as conveyed through the victims and testified 
even by Silanus himself, proved that the scheme was not ill
conceived; nevertheless, (he remarked) Silanus had begun to lay 
snares for him, realizing by his own proceedings a collateral indi
cation which he had announced to be visible in the victims. "If 
(added Xenophon) you had continued as destitute and unprovided 
as you were just now,- I should still have looked out for a resource 
in the capture of some city which would have enabled such of you 
as chose, to return at once; while the rest stay behind to enrich 
themselves. But now there is no longer any necessity; since 
Herakleia and Sinope are sending transports, and Timasion 
promises pay to you from the next new moon. Nothing can be bet
ter; you will go back safely to Greece, and will receive pay for 
going thither. I desist at once from my scheme, and call upon all 
who were favorable to it to desist also. Only let us all keep 
together until we are on safe ground; and let the man who lags 
behind or runs off, be condemned as a wrong-cloer."1 

Xenophon immediately put this question to the vote, and every 
hand was held up in its favor. There was no man more discon
certed with the vote than the prophet Silanus, who loudly ex
claimed against the injustice of detaining any one desirous to 
depart. But the soldiers put him clown with vehement disappro
bation, threatening that they would assuredly puni8h him if they 
caught him running off. His intrigue against Xenophon thus 
recoiled upon himself, for the moment. But shortly afterwards, 
when the army reached Herakleia, he took his opportunity for clan
destine flight, and found his way back to Greece with the three 
thousand darics.2 

If Silanus gained little by his manreuvre, Timasion and his 
partners gained still less. For so soon as it became known that 
the army had taken a formal resolution to go back to Greece, and 
that Xenophon himself had made the proposition, the Sinopians 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 6, 30-33. 1 Xcn. Anab. v, 6, 34 ; vi, 4. 13. 
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and the Herakleots felt at their ease. They sent tlrn transport· 
vessels, but withheld the money which they had promised to Ti-. 
masion and Thorax. Hence these officers were exposed to 
dishonor and peril; for, having positively engaged to find pay for 
the army, they were now unable to keep their word. So keen 
were their apprehensions, that they came to Xenophon and told 
him that they had altered their views, and that they now thought 
it best to employ the newly-arrived transports in conveying the 
army, not to Greece, but against the town and territory of Phasis 
at the eastern extremity of the Euxine.1 Xenophon replied, that 
they might convene the soldiers and make the proposition, if they 
chose; but that he would have nothing to say to it. To make the 
very proposition themselves, for which they had so much inveighed 
against Xenophon, was impossible without some preparation ; so 
that each of them began individually to sound his captains, and get 
the scheme suggested by them. During this interval, the soldiery 
obtained information of the manccuvre, much to their discontent 
and indignation; of which Neon (the lieutenant of the absent Chei
risophus) took advantage, to throw the whole blame upon Xeno
phon ; alleging that it was he who had converted the other officers 
to his original project, and that he intended as soon as the soldiers 
were on shipboard, to convey them fraudulently to Phasis instead 
of to Greece. There wa3 something so plausible in this glaring 
falsehood, which represented Xenophon as the author of the re
newed project, once his own, - and something so improbable in the 
fact that the other officers should spontaneously have renounced 
their own strong opinions to take up his, - that we can hardly be 
surprised at the ready credence which Neon's calumny found 
among the army. Their exasperation against Xenophon becan1e 
so intense, that they collected in fierce groups ; and there was even 
a fear that they would break out into mutinous violence, as they 
bad before done against the magistrates of Kerasus. 

1Vell knowing the danger of such spontaneous and informal as
semblages, and the importance of the habitual solemnities of convo
cation and arrangement, to ensure either discussion or legitimate 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 6, 36. 
I may here note that this Pliasis in the Euxine means the town of that. 

name, not the river. 
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defence,1 -Xenophon immediately sent round the herald to sum
mon the army into the regular agora, with customary method and 
ceremony. The summons was obeyed with unusual alacrity, and 
Xenophon then addressed them, - refraining, with equal generosi
ty and prudence, from saying anything about the last proposition 
which Timasion and others had made to him. Had he mentioned 
it, the question would have become one of life and death between 
him and those other officers. 

"Soldiers (said he), I understand that there are some men here 
calumniating me, as if I were intending to cheat you and carry you 
to Phasis. Hear me, then, in the name of the gods. If I am shown 
to be doing wrong, let me not go from hence unpunished ; but if, 
on the contrary, my calumniators are proved to be the wrong-doers, 
deal with them as they deserve. You surely well know where the 
sun rises and where he sets; you know that if a man wishes to 
reach Greece, he must go westward, - if to the barbaric territories, 
he must go eastward. Can any one hope to deceive you on this 
point, and persuade youihat the sun rises on tltis side, and sets on 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 7, 1-3. 
'Errel oe ip-IJavero o ';!.evorpi:iv, lOo;ev abri;> i:,, ru;ru;ra (JJ)VayayeZv avrwv 

ayopav, Kat µij {ii,r;at r;v;\i\.ey~vat aVTOflUTov; Kat hii\.eve rov K~pvKa r;vi\.U
;at uyopuv. 

The prudence of Xenophon in convoking the assembly at once is incon
testable. He could not otherwise have hindered the soldiers from getting 
together, and exciting one another to action, without any formal sum
mons. 

The reader should contrast with this the scene at Athens (described in 
Thucydides, ii, 22; and in Vol. VI, Ch. xlviii, p. 133 of this History) dur
ing the first year of the Pcloponncsian war, and the first invasion of Attica 
by the Pcloponncsians; when the invaders were at Acharnro, within sight 
of the walls of Athens, burning and destroying the country. In spite of 
the most violent excitement among the Athenian people, and the strongest 
impatience to go out and fight, Pcrikles steadily refused to call an assem
bly, for fear that the people should take the resolution of going out. And 
what was much more remarkable - the people even in that state of excite
ment though all united within the walls, did not meet in any informal 
assembly, nor come to any resolution, or to any active proceeding; which 
the Cyrcians would certainly have done, had they not been convened in a 
regular assembly. 

'l'he contrast with the Cyreian army here illustrates the extraordinary 
empire exercised by constitutional forms over the minds of the Athenian 
citizens. 
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that? Can any one cheat you into going on shipboard with a wind 
which blows you away from Greece? Suppose even that I put you 
aboard when there is no wind at all. How am I to foree you to 
sail with me against yvu1· own consent, - I being only in one ship, 
you in a hundred and more ? Imagine, however, that I could even 
succeed in deluding you to Phasis. ..When we land there, you will 
know at once that we are not in Greece; and what fate can I then 
expect, - a detected impostor in the midst of ten thousand men 
with arms in their hands? No, - these stories all proceed from 
foolish men, who are jealous of my influence with you; jealous, too, 
without reason,-for I neither hinder them from outstripping me 
in your favor, if they can render you greater service, - nor you 
from electing them commanders, if you think fit. Enough of this, 
now; I challenge any one to come forward and say how it is pos
sible either to cheat, or to be cheated, in the manner laid to my 
charge."l 

Having thus grappled directly with the calumnies of his ene
mies, and dissipated them in such manner as doubtless to create a 
reaction in his own favor, Xenophon made use of the opportunity 
to denounce the growing disorders in the army ; which he de
picted as such that, if no corrective were applied, disgrace and 
contempt must fall upon all. As he paused after this general 
remonstrance, the soldiers loudly called upon him to go into par
ticulars ; upon which he proceeded to recall, with lucid and impres
sive simplicity, the outrages which had been committed at and near 
Kerasus,- the unauthorized and unprovoked attack made by Kle
arctus and his company on a neighboring village which was in 
friendly commerce with the army,- the murder of the three elders 
of the village, who had come as heralds to complain to the generals 
nbout such wrong, - the mutinous attack made by disorderly sol
diers even upon the magistrates of Kerasus, at the very moment 
when they were remonstrating with the generals on what had oc
curred; exposing these magistrates to the utmost peril, and putting 
the generals themselves to ignominy.2 "If such are to be our pro
ceedings, (continued Xenophon), look you well into what condition . 
th~ army will fall. You, the aggregate body,3 will no longer be 

• Xen. Anab. v, 7, 7-II. ' Xen. Anab. v, 7, 13-26. 
Xen. .Anab. v, 7, 26-27. El ovv raiira Totavru forat, {)euaaa{)e oia iJ 3 
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the sovereign authority to make war or peace with whom you 
please ; each individual among you will conduct the army against 
any point which he may choose. And even if men should come to 
you as envoys, either for peace or for other purposes, they may be 
slain by any single enemy; so that you will be debarred from all 
public communications whatever. Next, those whom your univer
sal suffrage shall have chosen commanders, will have no authority; 
while any self-elected general who chooses to give the word, Cast! 
Cast! (i. e. darts or stones), may put to death, without trial, either 
officer or soldier, as it suits him ; that is, if he finds you ready to 
obey him, as it happened near Kcrasus. Look, now, what these 
self-elected leaders have done for you. The magistrate of Kerasus, 
if he was really guilty of wrong towards yon, has been enabled to 
escape with impunity; if he was innocent, he has been obliged to 
run away from you, as the only means of avoiding death without 
pretence or trial. Those who stoned the herdlds to death, have 
brought matters to such a pass, that you alone, among all Greeks, 
cannot enter the town of Kerasus in safety, unless in commanding 
force ; and that we cannot even send 111 a herald to take up our 
dead (Klearetus and those who were slain in the attack on the 
Kerasuntine village) for burial; though at first those who had slain 
them in self-defence W<.'re anxious to give up the bodies to us. 
For wT10 will take the risk of going in as herald, from those who 
have set the example of putting heralds to death? "\Ve generals 
were obliged to entreat the Kerasuntines to bury the bodies 
for us."l 

Continuing in this emphatic protest against the recent disorders 
and outrages, Xenophon at length succeeded in impressing his 
own sentiment, heartily and unanimously, upon the soldiers. They 

KaTuaramt; ~µZv foTat •i';t; arparttit;. 'Yµdt; 11£v ol rruvret; ovf< foea{fe Kipwt, 
OVT' uveA.foi9at 7rOAeµov <:) uv f3ovA.11ai9e, ovre Karal.vrrat' iO[<;i oe 0 {Jovl.oµevot; 
i'L;et arpfirevµa lrfi' O,Tt UV UtiA1J. Kuv rivet; rrpilt; vµut; foat 7rpfo/3ett;, iJ elpi/
V1'ft; &oµevot iJ aAAov TtVOt;, KaTaKaivovrer; TOVTOVt; o[ flovAoµevot, 'lrOt~UOVUlV 
i•µu~ niv l.oy<JV µ~ UKOVUat TWV rrpot; vµur: i6vrwv. "Eiretra cli:, ovr: µ'i:v av 
vµetr: urravrer: lA.r;a1~e ap;rovrar:, lv ovoeµi<;i ;riJpi;i foovrat• oartt; cl' av lavr<)v 
lA17rat arpar17yov, Kai WtAv Atyeiv, BuA.A.e, BaAAe, ovror: forat lKavot; Kat 
ap;rovra KaraKaivetv Kai lOttJT1jV ov av vµwv l{)§A.y aKptrov - UV i:Jaiv ol 
1rttaoµevot aurfi', wairep Kat VVV eyivero, 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 7, 27-30. 
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passed. a vote that the ringleaders of the mutiny at Kerasns should 
be punished ; that if any one was guilty of similar outrages in fu
ture, he should be put upon his trial by the generals, before the 
lochages or captains as judges, and if condemned by them, put to 
death ; and that trial should be had before the same persons, for 
any other wrong committed since the death of Cyrus. A suitable 
religious ceremony was also directed to be performed, at the in
stance of Xenophon and the prophets, to purify the army.I 

This speech affords an interesting specimen of the political 
morality universal throughout the Grecian world, though deeper 
and more predominant among its better sections. In the miscella
neous aggregate, and temporary society, now mustered at Kotyora, 
Xenophon insists on the universal suffrage of the whole body, as 
the legitimate sovereign authority for the guidance of every indi
vidual will; the decision of the majority, fairly and formally col
lected, as carrying a title to prevail over every dissentient minority; 
the generals chosen by the majority of votes, as the only persons 
entitled to obedience. This is the cardinal principle to which he 
appeals, as the anchorage of political obligation in the mind of each 
separate man or fraction ; as the condition of all success, all safety, 
and all conjoint action; as the only condition either for punishing 
wrong or protecting right ; as indispensal>le to keep up their sym
pathies with the Ilellenic communities, and their dignity eiiher as 
soldiers or as citizens. The complete success of his speech proves 
that he knew how to touch the right chord of Grecian feeling. No 
serious acts of individual insubordination occurred afterwards, 
though the army collectively went wrong on more than one occa
sion. And what is not less important to notice,- the influence of 
Xenophon himself, after his unreserved and courageous remon
strance, seems to have been sensibly augmented,- certainly no 
way diminished. 

The circumstances which immediately followed were indeed 
well calculated to augment it. For it was resolved, on the proposi
tion of Xenophon himselP that the generals themselves should be 

• Xen. Anab. v, 7, 34, 35. 

2 Xen. Anab. v, 7, 35. 

IIapatvovvror oe :Zevo<f>wvror, Ka? TWV µ&.vrwv uvµ(3ovAev6vnJV, Moqe Kai 

Kai'ftipat ril urp&.uvµa· Kat tytvero Ka8apµ6r· l:cio;e cle ica2 rove urpar11yovr 
oiK1Jv i11rouxEZv rov rrape/,,11/,v{)oror ;rp6vov. 
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tried before the newly-constituted tribunal of the lochagcs or cap
tains, in case any one had complaint to make against them for past 
matters ; agreeably to the Athenian habit of subjecting every 
magistrate to a trial of accountability on laying down his office. 
In the course of this investigation, Philesius and Xanthikles were 
fined twenty minre, to make good an assignable deficiency of that 
amount, in the cargoes of those merchantmen which had been de
tained at Trapezus for the transport of the army ; Sophrenetus, 
who had the general superintendence of this property, but had been 
negligent in that duty, was fined ten minre. Next, the name of 
Xenophon was put up, when various persons stood forward to ae
euse him of having beaten and ill-used them. As commander of 
the rear-guard, his duty was by far the severest and most difficult, 
especially during the intense cold and deep snow ; since the sick 
and wounded, as well as the laggards and plunderers, all fell under 
his inspection. One man especially was loud in complaints against 
him, and Xenophon questioned him, as to the details of his case, 
before the assembled army. It turned out that he had given him 
blows, because the man, having been intrustcd with the task of 
carrying a sick soldier, was about to evade the duty by burying the 
dying man alive.I This interesting debate (given in the Anabasis 
at length) ended by full approbation, on the part of the army, of 
Xenophon's conduct, accompanied with regret that he had not 
handled the man yet more severely. 

The statements of Xenophon l1imself give us a vivid idea of 
the internal discipline of the army, even as managed by a discreet 
and well-tempered officer. "I acknowledge (said he to the 
soldiers) to have struck many men for disorderly conduct; men 
who were content to owe their preservation to your orderly march 
and constant fighting, while they themselves ran about to plun
der and enrich themselves at your cost. Had we all acted as they 
did, we should have perished to a man. Sometimes, too, I struck 

In the distribution of chapters as made by the editors, chapter the eighth 
is made to begin at the second Mo;e, which seems to me not convenient for 
comprehending the full sense. I think that the second Mo~e, as well as the 
first, is connected with the words 7rapatvovVTor; Zevorpwvror, and ought to 
be included not only in the same chapter with them, but also in the same 
sentence, without an intervening- full stop. 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 8, 3-12. 
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men who were lagging behind with cold and fatigue, or were 
stopping the way so as to hinder others from getting forward ; I 
struck them with· my fist,1 in order to save them from the spear 
of the enemy. You yourselves stood by, and saw me; you had 
arms in your hands, yet none of you interfered to prevent me. 
I did it for their good as well a.s for yours, not from any insolence 
of disposition ; for it was a time when we were all alike suffering 
from cold, hunger, and fatigue; whereas I now live comparatively 
well, drink more wine, and pass easy days, - and yet I strike no 
one. You will find that the men who failed most in those times 
of hardship, are now the most outrageous offenders in the army. 
There is Iloi:skus,2 the Thessalian pugilist, who pretended sickness 
during the march, in order to evade the burthen of carrying his 
shield, - and now, as I am informed, he has stripped several citi
zens of Kotyora of their clothes. If (he concluded) the blows which 
I have occasionally given, in cases of necessity, are now brought 
in evidence, - I call upon those among you also, to whom I 
have rendered aid and protection, to stand up and testify in my 
favor."3 

l\Iany individuals responded to this appeal, insomuch that Xeno
phon was not merely acquitted, but stood higher than before in the 
opinion of the army. "\Ve learn from his defence that for a com
manding officer to strike a soldier with his fist, if wanting in duty, 
was not considered improper; at least under such circumstances 
as those of the retreat. Ilut what deserves notice still more, is, 
the extraordinary influence which Xenophon's powers of speaking 
gave him over the minds of the army. He stood distinguished 
from the other generals, Laeedremonian, Arcadian, Achrean, etc., 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 8, 16. Err:atCJa 'Irv;, orcwr: µ~ l.oyx11 imii rwv 'lroA.eµiwv 
'l!"alotTO. 

• The idea that great pugilists were not good soldiers in battle, is as old 
among the Greeks as the Iliad. The unrivalled pugilist of the Homeric 
Grecian army, Epeius, confesses his own inferiority as a soldier (Iliad, xxiii, 
667). 

'AC1C1011 irw, oCJrtr; clhrar; ofoerat aµrfit1<v7reA.A.ov· 

'Hµfovov cl' ov <f!TJµt rtv' u;eµev uA.A.ov 'Axatwv, 

Ilvyµ~ 'Vl1C~C1avr'· t'l!"e2 EVXOµat £lvat uptC1TOr;. 

'H o v" aA. t r, o,T Tl µ a X T/ !: l 'Ir t cJ £ v o µat j ovcl' upa 1l"IJ!: tjv 

'Ev 'lravreCJCJ' lpyotCJt cla~µova <fiwra yevfoi'tat, 

a Xen. Anab. v, s, 13-25. 
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by having the power of working on the minds of the soldiers col
lectively; and we see that he had the good sense, as well as the 
spirit, not to shrink from telling them unpleasant truths. In spite 
of such frankness - or rather, partly by means of such frankness, 
- his ascendency as commander not only remained unabated, as 
compared with that of the others, but went on increasing. For 
whatever may be said about the flattery of orators as a means of 
influence over the people, -it will be found that though particular 
points may be gained in this way, yet wherever the influence of 
an orator has been steady and long-continued (like that of Peri
klesl or Demosthenes) it is owing in part to the fact that he has 
an opinion of his own, and is not willing to accommodate himself 
constantly to the prepossessions of his hearers. Without the ora
tory of Xenophon, there would have exi6ted no engine for kindling 
or sustaining the sensus communis of the ten thousand Cyreians 
assembled at Kotyora, or for keeping up the moral authority of 
the aggregate over the individual members and fractions. The 
other officers could doubtless speak well enough to address short 
encouragements, or give simple explanations, to the soldiers; with
out this faculty, no man was :fit for military command over Greeks. 
But the oratory of Xenophon was something of a higher order. 
"Whoever will study the discourse pronounced by him at Kotyura, 
will perceive a dexterity in dealing with assembled multitudes, 
a discriminating use sometimes of the plainest and most direct ap
peal, sometimes of indirect insinuation or circuitous transitions to 
work round the minds of the hearers, - a command of those fun
damental political convictions which lay deep in the Grecian mind, 
but were often so overlaid by the fresh impulses arising out of 
each successive situation, as to require some positive friction to 
draw them out from their latent state-lastly, a power of expan
sion and varied repetition - such as would be natmally impa:rted 
both by the education and the practice of an intelligent Athenian, 
but would rarely be found in any other Grecian city. The energy 
and judgment displayed by Xenophon in the retreat were doubt
less not less essential to his influence than his power of speaking; 
but in these points we may be sure that other officers were more 
nearly his equals. 

1 See the striking remarks of Thucydides (ii, 65) upon Perikles. 
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The important public proceedings above described not only re
stored the influence of Xenophon, but also cleared off a great 
amount of bad feeling, and sensibly abated the bad habits, which 
had grown up in the army. A scene which speedily followed was 
not without effect in promoting cheerful and amicable sympathies. 
The Paphlagonian prince Kory las, weary of the desultory warfare 
carried on between the Greeks and the border inhabitants, sent 
envoys to the Greek camp with presents of horses and fine robes,1 
and with expressions of a wish to conclude peace. The Greek 
generals accepted the presents, and promised to submit the propo
sition to the army. But first they entertained the envoys at a ban
quet, providing at the same time games and dances, with other 
recreations amusing not only to them but also to the soldiers gener
ally. The various dances, warlike and pantomimic, of Thracians, 
l\Iysians, .i"Enianes, l\Iagnetes, etc., are described by Xenophon in a 
lively and interesting manner. They were followed on the next 
day by an amicable convention concluded between the army and 
the Paphlagonians.2 

Not long afterwards, - a number of transports, sufficient. for the 
whole army, having been assembled from Herakleia and Si.nope, 
-all the soldiers were conveyed by sea to the latter place, pass
ing by the mouth of the rivers Thcrmodon, Iris, and Halys, which 
they would have found impracticable to cross in a land-march 
through Paphlugonia. Having reached Sinope after a day and a 
night of sailing with a fair wind, they were ho~pitably received, 
and lodged in the neighboring seaport of Armene, where the Si.no
pians sent to them a large present of barley-meal and wine, and 
where they remained for five days. 

It was here that they were joined by Cheirisophus, whose ab

1 Xen. Anab. vi, 1, 2. IIiµrret rrapil. rov~ "EV.1]va~ rrpfo(Jeic, lxovrac Zrrrrovc 
Kai GTOlcUC KaAiJ.c, etc. 

The horses sent were doul,tless native Paphlagonian; the robes sent were 
probably the produce of the looms of Sinopc and Kotyora; just as the 
Thracian princes used to receive fine woven and metalic fabrics from Ab
dera and the other Grecian colonies on their coast -v.pavril Kat Aeia, Kat 
7J uAA1] KaTaGKev~, etc. (Thucyd. ii, 96). From the like industry probably 
proceeded the splendid "rcgia textilia" and abundance of gold and silver 
vessels, captured by the Roman general Paulus Emilius along with l'erseus, 
the last king of .l\facedonia (Livy, xlv, 33-3J). 

2 Xen. Anab. vi, 1, 10-14. 



145 CHEIRISOPIIUS CHOSE:N GENERAL. 

senc-e had been so unexpectedly prolonged. But he came with 
only a single trireme, bringing nothing except a message from 
Anaxibius, the Laccdmmoniau admiral in the Bosphorus; who 
complimented the army, and promised that they should be taken 
into pay as soon as they were out of the Euxine. The soldiers, 
severely disappointed on seeing"him arrive thus empty-handed, be
came the more strongly bent on striking some blow to fill their own 
purses before they reached Greece. Feeling that it was necessary 
to the success of any such project that it should be prepared not 
only skilfully, but secretly, they resolved to elect a single general 
in place of that board of six (or perhaps more) who were still in 
function. Such was now the ascendency of Xenophon, that the 
general sentiment of the army at once turned towards him ; and 
the Iochages or captains, communicating to him what was in con
templation, intimated to him their own anxious hopes that he would 
not decline the offer. Tempted by so flattering a proposition, he 
l1esitated at first what answer he should give. But at length the 
uncertainty of being able to satisfy the exigencies of the army., 
and the fear of thus compromising the reputation which he had 
already realized, outweighed the opposite inducements. As in 
other cases of doubt, so in this, - he offered sacrifice to Zeus Ba
sileus ; and the answer returned by the victims was such as to de
termine him to refusal. Accordingly, when the army assembled, 
with predetermination to choose a single chief, and proceeded to 
nominate him, - he respectfully and thankfully declined, on the 
ground that Cheirisoplms was a Lacedmmonian, and that he him
self was not; adding that he should chee1fully serve under any 
one whom they might name. His excuse, however, was repudiated 
by the army; and especially by the lochagcs. Several of these 
latter were Arcadians ; and one of them, Agasias, cried out, with 
full sympathy of the soldiers, that if that principle were admitted, 
he, as an Arcadian, ought to resign his command. Finding that 
his former rea~on was not approved, Xenophon acquainted the 
army that he had sacrificed to know whether he ought to accept 
the command, and that the god~ had peremptorily forbidden him 
to do so.I 

Cheirisophus was then elected sole commander, and undertook 

1 Xen. Anah. vi, I, 22-31. 
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the duty ; saying that he would have willingly served under 
Xenophon, if the latter had accepted the office, but that it was a 
good thing for Xenophon himself to have declined, - since Dexip
pus had already poisoned the mind of Anaxibius against him, 
although he (Cheirisophus) had emphatically contradicted the 
calumnies.I 

On the next day, the army sailed forward, under the command 
of Cheirisophus, to Herakleia; near which town they were hos
pitably entertained, and gratified with a present of meal, wine, and 
bullocks, even greater than they had received at Sinope. It now 
appeared that Xenophon had acted wisely in declining the sole 
command ; and also that Cheirisophus, though elected commander, 
yet having been very long absent, was not really of so much im
portance in the eyes of the soldiers as Xenophon. In the camp 
near Herakleia, the soldiers became impatient that their generals 
(for the habit of looking upon Xenophon as one of them still con
tinued) took no measures to procure money for them. The Achrean 
,Lykon proposed that they should extort a contribution of no less 
than three thousand staters of Kyzikus (about sixty thousand At
tic drachmre, or ten talents, equal to two thousand three hun
dred pounds) from the inhabitants of Herakleia; another man 
immediately outbid this proposition, and proposed that they should 
require ten thousand staters - a full month's pay for the army. 
It was moved that Cheirisophus and Xenophon should go to the 
Herakleots as envoys with this demand. But both of them indig
nantly refused to be concerned in so unjust an extortion from a 
Grecian city which had just received the army kindly, and sent 
handsome presents. Accordingly, Lykon with two Arcadian offi
cers undertook the mission, and intimated the demand, not without 
threats in case of non-compliance, to the Herakleots. The latter 
replied that they would take it into consideration. But they waited 
only for the departure of the envoys, and then immediately closed 

.their gates, manned their walls, and brought in their outlying 
property. 

The project being thus baffled, Lykon and the rest turned their 
displeasure upon Cheirisophus and Xenophon, whom they accused 
of having occasioned its miscarriage. And they now began to 

1 Xen. Anab. vi, I, 32. 
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exclaim that it was disgraceful to the Arcadians and Ach::cans, 
who formed more than one numerical half of the army and en
dured all the toil- to obey as well as to enrich generals from 
other Hellenic cities; especially a single Athenian who furnished 
no contingent to the army. Here again it is remarkaLle that the 
personal importance of Xenophon caused him to be still regarded 
as a general, though the sole command had been vested, by formal 
vote, in Cheirisoplms. So vehement was the dissatisfaction, that 
all the Arcadian and Ach::can soldiers in the army, more than four 
thousand and five hundred hoplites in number, renounced the au
thority of Cheirisophus, formed themselves into a distinct divi~ion, 
and chose ten commanders from out of their own numbers. The 
whole army thus became divided into three portions -first, the 
Arcadians anJ Ach::cans; secondly, one thousand and four hundred 
l1oplites and seven hundred peltasts, who adhered to Cheiriso
1ihus ; lastly, one thousand seven hundred l10plites, three hundred 
peltasts, and forty horsemen, (all the l10rsemen in the army) 
attaching themselves to Xenophon; who however was taking 
measures to sail away individually from Ilerakleia and quit the 
army altogether, which he would have done had he not been re
strained Ly unfavorable sacrifices.! 

The Arcadian division, departing first, in vessels from Ilerakleia, 
landed at the harbor of Kalpe; an untenanted prOlllontory of the 
Bithynian or Asiatic· Thrace, midway between Ilerakleia and By
zantium. From thence they marched at once into the interior of 
Bithynia, with the view of surprising the villages, and acquiring 
plunder. But through rashness and bad management, they first 
sustained several partial losses, and ultimately became surrounded 
upon an eminence, by a large muster of the indigenous Ilithynians 
from all the territory around. They were only rescued from de
struction by the unexpected appearance of Xenophon wifu his 
division; who had left Ilerakleia somewhat later, but heard by 
accident, during their march, of the danger of their comrades. The 
whole army thus became re-assembled at Kalpe, where the Arca
dians and Ach::cans, disgu~ted at the ill-success of their separate 
expedition, again established the old union and the old generals. 
They chose Neon in place of Cheirisophus, who, - afflicted by 

1 Xen. Anab. vi, 2, 11-16. 



148 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

the humiliation put upon him, in having been first named sole com
mander and next deposed within a week, - had fallen sick of a 
fever and died. The elder Arcadian captains farther moved a reso
lution, that if any one henceforward should propose to separate the 
army into fractions, he should be put to dcath.l 

The locality of Kalpe was well suited for the foundation of a 
colony, which Xenophon evidently would have been glad to bring 
about, though he took no direct measures tending towards it; while 
the soldiers were so bent on returning to Greece, and so jealous 
lest Xenophon should entrap them into remaining, that they almost 
shunned the encampment. It so happened that they were de
tained there for some days without being able to march forth even 
in quest of provisions, because the sacrifices were not favorable. 
Xenophon refused to lead them out, against the warning of the 
sacrifices - although the army suspected him of a deliberate 
manreuvre for the purpose of detention. Neon, however, less scru
pulous, led out a body of two thousand men who chose to follow 
him, under severe distress for want of provisions. Bnt being sur
prised by the native Bithynians, with the aid of some troops of the 
Persian satrap Pharnabazus, he was defeated with the loss of no 
less than five hundred men ; a misfortune which Xenophon regards 
as the natural retribution for contempt of the sacrificial warning. 
The dangerouS> position of Neon with the remainder of the detach
ment was rapidly made known at the camp; upon which Xeno
phon, unharnessing a waggon-bullock as the only animal near at 
hand, immediately offered sacrifice. On this occasion, the victim 
was at once favorable; so that he led out without delay the greater 
part of the force, to the rescue of the exposed detachment, which 
was brought back in safety to the camp. So bold had the enemy 
become, that in the night the camp was attacked. The Greeks 
were obliged on the next day to retreat into stronger ground, sur
rounding themselves with a ditch and palisade. Fortunately a 
vessel arrived from Herakleia, bringing to the camp at Kalpe a 
supply of barley-meal, cattle, and wine ; which restored the spirits 
of the army, enabling them to go forth on the ensuing morning, 
and assume the aggressive against the Bithynians and the troops 
of Pharnabazus. These troops were completely defeated and dis

1 Xenoph. Anab. vi, 3, I 0-25; vi, 4, I I. 
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persed, so that the Greeks returned to their camp at Kalpe in the 
evening, both safe ancl masters of the country.I 

At Kalpe they remained some time, awaiting the arrival of Kle
ancler from Byzantium, who was said to be about to bring vessels 
for their transport. They were now abundantly provided with sup
plies, not merely from the undisturbed plunder of the neighboring 
villages, but also from the visits of traders who came with cargoes. 
lncleed the impression - that they were preparing, at the instance 
of Xenophon, to found a new city at Kalpe - became so strong, 
that several of the neighboring native villages sent envoys to ask 
on what terms alliance would be granted to them. At length Kle
andcr came, but with two triremes only.2 

Kleander was the Laccdmmonian harmost or governor of By
zantium. His appearance opens to us a new phase in the eventful 
history of this gallant army, as well as an insight into the state of 
the Grecian world under the Lacedmmonian empire. Ile came 
attended by Dexippus, who had served in the Cyreian army until 
their arrival at Trapezus, and who had there been entrusted with 
an armed vessel for the purpose of detaining trm1sports to convey 
the troops home, but had abused the confidence reposed in him, 
by running away with the ship to Byzantium. 

It so happened that at the moment when Kleander arrived, the 
whole army was out on a marauding excursion. Orders had been 
already promulgated, that whatever was captured by every one 
when the whole army was out, should be brought in and dealt with 
as public property; though on days when the army was collec
tively at rest, any soldier might go out individually and take to 
himself whatever he could pillage. On the day when Kleander 
a'.rived, and found the whole army out, some soldiers were just 
coming back with a lot of sheep which they had seized. By right, 
the sheep ought to have been handed into the public store. Ilut 
these soldiers, desirous to appropriate them wrongfully, addressed 
themselves to Dexippus, and promised him a portion if he would 
enable them to retain the rest. Accordingly the latter interfered, 
drove away those who claimed the sheep as public property, and 
denounced them as thieves to Kleander; who desired him to bring 
them before him. Dexippus arrested one of them, a soldier be

1 Xcn. Anab. vi, 5. s Xcn. Anab. vi, 61 1-5. 
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longing to the lochus or company of one of the best friends of 
Xenophon, - the Arcadian Agasias. The latter took the man 
under his protection; while the soldiers around, incensed not less 
at the past than at the present conduct of Dexippus, broke out 
into violent manifestations, called him a traitor and pelted him 
with stones. Such was their wrath that not Dexippus alone, but 
the crew of the triremes also, and even Kleander himself, fled in 
alarm; in spite of the intervention of Xenophon and the other 
generals, who on the one hand explained to Kleander, that it was 
an establish~d army-order which these soldiers were seeking to 
enforce - and on the other hand controlled the mutineers. But 
the Laeedremonian harmost was so incensed as well by his own 
fright as by the calumnies of Dexippus, that he threatened to sail 
away at once, and proclaim the Cyreian army enemies to Sparta., 
so that every Hellenic city should be interdicted from giving them 
reception.I It was in vain that the generals, well knowing the for
midable consequences of such an interdict, entreated him to relent. 
He would consent only on condition that the soldier who had begun 
to throw stones, as well as Agasias the interfering officer, should 
be delivered up to him. This latter demand was especially in
sisted upon by Dexippus, who, hating Xenophon, had already tried 
to prejudice Anaxibius against him, and believed that Agasias had 
acted by his order.2 

The situation became now extremely critical; since the soldiers 
would not easily be brought to surrender their comrades, -who 
had a pe1fectly righteous cause, though they had supported it by 
undue violence, - to the vengeance of a traitor like Dexippus. 
When the army was convened in assembly, several of them went 
so far as to treat the menace of Klcander with contempt. But 
Xenophon took pains to set them right upon this point. "Soldiers 
(said he), it will be no slight misfortune if Kleander shall depart 
as he threatens to do, in his present temper towards us. We are 
here close upon the cities of Greece ; now the Lacedremonians are 
the imperial power in Greece, and not merely their authorized 
officers, but even each one of their individual citizens, can accom
plish what he pleases in the various cities. If then Kleander be
gins by shutting us out from Byzantium, and next enjoins the Lace

1 Xen. Anab. vi, 6, 5-9. • Xen. Anab. vi, I, 32; vi, 4, 11-15. 
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dremonian harmosts in the other cities to do the same, proclaiming 
us lawless and disobedient to Sparta,- if, besides, the same repre
sentation should be conveyed to the Lacedremonian admiral of the 
fleet, A.nax.ibius, - we shall be hard pressed either to remain or to 
sail away; for the Lacedmmonians are at present masters, both on 
land and at sea.I 'Ve must not, for the sake of any one or two men, 
suffer the whole army to be excluded from Greece. 'Ve must obey 
whatever the Lacedremonians command, especially as our cities, to 
which we respectively belong, now obey them. As to what con
cerns myself, I understand that Dexippus has told Kleander that 
A.gasias would never have taken such a step except by my orders. 
Now, if A.gasias himself states this, I am ready to exonerate both 
him and all of you, and to give myself up to any extremity of pun
ishment. I maintain too, that any other man whom Kleander 
arraigns, ought in like manner to give himself up for trial, in order 
that you collectively may be discharged from the imputation. It 
will be hard indeed, if just as we are reaching Greece, we should 
not only be debarred from the praise and honor which we antici
pated, but should be degraded even below the level of others, and 
shut out from the Grecian cities."2 

After this speech from the philo-Laconian Xenophon, - so sig
nificant a testimony of the unmeasured ascendency and interference 
of the Lacedremonians throughout Greece, -Agasias rose and pro
claimed, that what he had done was neither under the orders, nor 
with the privity, of Xenophon ; that he had acted on a personal 
impulse of wrath, at seeing his own honest and innocent soldier 
dragged away by the traitor Dexippus ; but that he now willingly 
gave himself up as a victim, to avert from the army the displeasure 
of the Lacedremonians. This generous self-sacrifice, which at the 

1 Xen. Anab. vi, 6, 12, 13. 
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moment promised nothing less than a fatal result to Agasias, was 
accepted by the army ; and the generals conducted both him and 
the soldier whom he had rescued, as prisoners to Kleander. Pre
senting himself as the responsible party, Agasias at the same time 
explained to Kleander the infamous behavior of Dexippus to the 
army, and said that toward5 no one else would he have acted in 
the same manner; wl1ile the soldier whom he had rescued and 
who was given up at the same time, also affirmed that he had in
terfered merely to prevent Dexippus ::m<l some others from over
ruling, for their own individual benefit, a proclaimed order of the 
entire army. Klcandcr, having observed that if Dexippus had 
done what was affirmed, he would be the last to defend him, but 
that no one ought to have been stoned without trial, - desired that 
the persons surrendered might be left for his consideration, and at 
the same time retracted his expressions of displeasure as regarded 
all the others.l 

The generals then retired, leaving Kleander in possession of 
the prisoners, and on the point of taking his dinner. But they 
retired with mournful feelings, and Xenophon presently convened 
the army to propose that a general deputation should be sent to 
Kleander to implore his lenity towards their two comrades. This 
being cordially adopted, Xenopl10n, at the head of a deputation 
comprising Drakontius, the Spartan, as well as the chief officers, 
addressed an earnest appeal to Kleander, representing that his 
honor had been satisfied with the unconditional surrender of the 
two persons required ; that the army, deeply concerned for two 
meritorious comrades, entreated him now to show mercy and spare 
their lives; that they promised him in return the most implicit 
obedience, and entreated him to take the command of them, in 
order that he might have personal cognizance of their exact disci
pline, and compare their worth with that of Dexippus. Kleander 
was not merely soothed, but completely won over by this address; 
and said in reply that the conduct of the generals belied altogether 
the representations made to him, (doubtless by Dexippus) that 
they were seeking to alienate the army from the Lacedffimonians. 
He not only restored the two men in his power, but also accepted 
the command of the army, and promised to conduct them back 
into Greece.2 

1 Xen. Anab. vi, 6, 22-28. 1 Xen.Anab. vi, 6, 31-36. 
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The prospects of the army appeared thus greatly improved; 
the more so, as Kleander, on entering upon his new functions as 
commander, found the sohliers so cheerful and orderly, that he was 
highly gratified, and exchanged personal tokens of friendship and 
hospitality with Xenophon. But when sacrifices came to be 
offered, for beginning the march homeward, the signs were so un
propitious, for three successive days, that Kleander could not bring 
himself to brave such auguries at the outset of his career. Ac
cordingly, he told the generals, that the gods plainly forbade him, 
and reserved it for them, to conduct the army into Greece; that 
he should therefore sail back to Byzantium, and would receive the 
army in the best way he could, when they reached the Bosphorus. 
After an interchange of presents with the soldiers, he then depart
ed with his two triremes.I 

The favorable sentiment now established in the bosom of Kle
ander will be found very serviceable hereafter to the Cyreians at 
Byzantium ; but they had cause for deeply regretting the unpro
pitious sacrifices which had deterred him from assuming the actual 
command at Kalpe. In the request preferred to him by them 
that he would march as their commander to the Bosphorus, we 
may recognize a scheme, and a very well-contrived scheme, of 
Xenophon; who had before desired to leave the army at Herakleia, 
and who saw plainly that the difficulties of a commander, unless he 
were a Lacedmmonian of station and influence, would increase 
with every step of their approach to Greece. Had Kleander ac
cepted the command, the soldiers would have been better treated, 
while Xenophon himself might either have remained as his adviser, 
or might have gone home. He probably would have chosen the 
latter course. 

Under the command of their own officers, the Cyreians now 
marched from Kalpe across Bithynia to Chrysopolis,2 (in the ter
ritory of Chalke<lon on the Asiatic edge of the Bosphorus, imme
diately opposite to Byzantium, as Scutari now is to Constantinople), 
where they remained seven days, turning into money the slaves 

1 Xen. Anab. vi, 6, 36, 37. 
• Nearly the same cross march was made by the Athenian general Lam

achus, in the eighth year of the Peloponnesian war, after he had lost his 
triremes by a sudden rise of the water at the mouth of the river Kalex, in 
the territory of Herakleia (Thncyd. iv, 75). 
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and plunder which they had collected. Unhappily for them, the 
Lacedremonian admiral Anaxiuius was now at Byzantium, so that 
their friend Kleamler was under hi~ ~nperior command. And 
Pharnabazns, the Persian satrap of the north-western regions of 
Asia :Minor, becoming much alarmed lest they should invade his 
satrapy, despatched a private message to Anaxibius; whom he 
prevailed upon, by promise of large presents, to transport the 
army forthwith across to the European side of the Bosphorus.1 
Accordingly, Anaxibius, sending for the generals and the lochages 
across to Byzantium, innted the army to cross, and gave them his 
assurance that as soon as the soldiers should be in Europe, he would 
provide pay for them. The other officers told him that they would 
return with this message and take the sense of the army; but 
Xenophon, on his own account, said that he should not return; that 
he should now retire from the army, and sail away from Byzantium. 
It was only on the pressing instance of Anaxibius that he was in
duced to go back to Chrysopolis and conduct the army across; on 
the understanding that he should depart immediately afterwards. 

Here at Byzantium, he received his first communication from 
the Thracian prince Scuthes ; who sent :Mcdosades to offer him a 
reward if he would bring the army across. Xenophon replied that 
the army would cross ; that no reward from Seuthes was needful 
to bring about that movement; but that he himself was about to 
depart, leaving the command in other hancls. In point of fact, the 
whole army crossed with little delay, landed in Europe, and found 
themselves within the walls of Byzantium.2 Xenophon, who had 
come along with them, paid a visit shortly afterwards to his friend 
the harmost Kleander, and took leave of him as about to depart 
immediately. But Kleander told him that he must not think of 
departing until the army was out of the city, and that he would be 
held responsible if they stayed. In truth Kleander was very un
easy so long as the soldiers were within the walls, and was well 
aware that it might be no easy matter to induce them to go away. 

1 Xen. Anab. vii, I, 2. ITiµif!ar 7rpor 'Ava;i{31ov rov vafopxov, lOi:iro i5ia
f31{3fi.r;a1 To r;rparevµa l1< rijr 'Ar;ia1:, 1<al imir;;rvi:iro 7ravra 'l'{Ot~r;e1v avriiJ Or;a 
0€01. 

Compare vii, 2, 7, when Ana:x:ibius demanded in vain the fulfilment of 
this promise. 

1 Xen. Anab. vii, I, 5-7. 
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For Anaxibius had practised a gross fraud in promising them pay, 
which he had neither the aLility nor the inclination to provide. 
Without handing to them either pay or even means of purchasing 
supplies, he issued orders that they must go forth with arms and 
baggage, and muster outside of the gates, there to be numbered 
for an immediate march ; any one who stayed behind being held 
as punishaLle. This proclamation was alike unexpected and offen
sive to the soldiers, who felt that they had been deluded, and were 
very backward in obeying. Hence Kleander, while urgent with 
Xenophon to defer his departure until he had conducted the army 
outside of the walls, added-" Go forth as if you were about to 
march along with them; when you are once outside, you may de
part as soon as you please." l Xenophon replied that this matter 
must be settled with AnaxiLius, to whom accordingly both of them 
went, and who repeated the same directions, in a manner yet more 
peremptory. Though it was plain to Xenophon that he was here 
making himself a sort of instrument t-0 the fraud which Anaxibius 
had practised upon the anny, yet he had no choice but to obey. 
Accordingly, 11e as well as the other generals put themselves at 
the head of the troops, who followed, however reluctantly, and 
arrived most of them outside of the gates. Eteonikus (a Lacedre
monian officer of consideration, noticed more than once in my last 
preceding volume) commanding at the gate, stood close to it in 
person; in order that when all the Cyreians had gone forth, he 
might immediately shut it and fasten it with the lmr.2 

Anaxiuius knew well what he was doing. He fully anticipated 
that the communication of the final orders would occasion an out
break among the Cyreians, and was anxious to defer it until they 
were outsitle. But when there remainetl only the rearmost com
panies still in the inside and on their march, all the rest having 
got out-he thought the danger was over, and summoned to him 
the generals and captains, all of whom were prouably near the gates 
superintending the march through. It seems that Xenophon, 
liaving given notice that he intended to depart, did not answer to 
this summons as one of the generals, but remained outside among 

I :Xen. Anab. vii, 1, 7-10. 'AA.A.' oµw, (l</>11), lyw (]Ol avµf3ovA.ei•w UeA.&eiv 
"'' -rropevaoµevov· l-rrrnluv o' l;w YEvlJTal TO arpftreuµa, TOTI: u-rraA.A.urrea
'9at. 
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the soldiers. "Take what supplies you want (said .Anaxibius) 
from the neighboring Thracian villages, which are well furnished 
with wheat, barley, and other necessaries. After thus providing 
yourselves, mar<;h forward to the Chersonesus, and there Kyniskus 
will give you pay."t 

This was the first distinct intimation given by .Anaxibius that 
he did not intend to pe1form his promise of finding pay for the sol
diers. Who Kyniskus was, we do not know, nor was he probably 
known to the Cyreians; but the march here enjoined was at least 
one hundred and fifty English miles, and might be much longer. 
The route was not indicated, and the generals had to inquire from 
.Anaxibius whether they were to go by what was called the Holy 
]\fountain (that is, by the shorter line, skirting the northern coast 
of the Propontis), or by a more inland and circuitous road through 
Thrace; - also whether they were to regard the Thracian prince, 
Seuthes, as a friend or an enemy.2 

Instead of the pay which had been formally promised to them by 
.Anaxibius if they would cross over from Asia to Byzantium, the 
Cyreians thus found themselves sent away empty-handed, to a 
long march, - through another barbarous country, with chance 
supplies to be ravished only by their own efforts, - and at the end 
of it a lot unknown and uncertain; while, had they remained in 
Asia, they would have had at any rate the rich satrapy of Phar
nabazus within their reach. To perfidy of dealing was now added 
a brutal ejectment from Byzantium, without e>cn the commonest 
manifestations of hospitality; contrasting pointedly with the treat
ment which the army had recently experienced at Trapczus, SinOpe, 
and Herakleia; where they had been welcomed not only by com
pliments on their past achievements, but also by an ample present 
of fiour, meat, and wine. Such behavior could not fail to 1wovoke 
the most violent indignation in the bosoms of t~e soldiery ; and 
Anaxibius had therefore delayed giving the order until the last 
soldiers were marching out, thinking that the army would hear 
nothing of it until the generals came out of the gates to inform 
them ; so that the gates would be closed, and the walls manned to 
resist any assault from without. But his calculations were not 
realized. Either one of the soldiers passing by heard him give the 

1 Xen. A\lab. vii, 1, 13. ' Xcn. Anab. vii, 1, 14. 



157 MUTINY OF THE ARMY. 

order, or one of the captains forming his audience stole away from 
the rest, and hastened forward to acquaint his comrades on the 
outside. The bulk of the army, already irritnted by the inhospitable 
way in which they had been thrust out, needed nothing farther to 
inflame them into spontaneous mutiny and aggression. ·while the 
generals within (who either took the communication more patiently, 
or at least, looking farther forward, felt that any attempt to resent 
or resist the ill usage of the Spartan admiral would only make their 
position worse) were discussing with Anaxibius the details of the 
march just enjoined, the soldiers without, bursting into spontaneous 
movement, with a simultaneous and fiery impulse, made a rush back 
to get possession of the gate. But Eteonikus, seeing their move
ment, closed it without a moment's delay, and fastened the bar. 
The soldiers on reaching the gate and finding it barred, clamored 
loudly to get it opened, threatened to break it down, and even be
gan to knock violently against it. Some ran down to the sea-coast, 
and made their way into the city round the line of stones at the 
base of the city wall, which protected it against the sea; while the 
rearmost soldiers who had not yet marched out, seeing what was 
passing, and fearful of being cut off from their comrades, assaulted 
the gate from the inside, severed the fastenings with axes, and 
threw it wide open to the army.I All the soldiers then rushed up, 
and were soon again in Byzantium. 

Nothing could exceed the terror of the Lacedremonians as well 
as of the native Byzantines, when they saw the excited Cyreians 
again within the walls. The town seemed already taken and on 
the point of being plundered. Neither Anaxibius nor Eteonikus 
took the smallest means of resistance, nor stayed to brave the ap
proach of the soldiers, whose wrath they were fully conscious of 
having deserved. Both fled to the citadel-the former first run
ning to the sea-shor.e, and jumping into a fishing-boat to go thither 
by sea. He even thought the citadel not tenable with its existing 
garrison, and sent over to Chalkedon for a reinforcement. Still 
more terrified were the citizens of the town. Every man in the 
market-place instantly fled; some to their houses, others to the 
merchant vessels in the harbor, others to the triremes or ships of 
war, which they hauled down to the water, and thus put to sea.I! 

1 Xen . .Anab. vii, 1, 15-li. • Xen. Anab. vii, 1, 18, 19. 



IDSTORY OF GREECE.158 

To the deception and harshness of the Spartan admiral, there 
was thus added a want of precaution in the manner of execution, 
which threatened to prove the utter ruin of Byzantium. For it 
was but too probable that the Cyrcian soliliers, under the keen 
sense of recent injury, would satiate their revenge, and reimburse 
themselves for the want of hospitality towards them, without dis
tinguishing the Lacedremonian garrison from the Byzantine citi
zens ; and that too from mere impulse, not merely without orders, 
but in spite of prohibitions, from their generals. Such was the 
aspect of the case, when they became again assembled in a mass 
within the gates; and such would probably have been the reality, 
had Xenophon executed his design of retiring earlier, so as to leave 
the other generals acting without him. Being on the outside along 
with the soldiers, Xenophon felt at once, as soon as he saw the 
gates forced open and the army again within the town, the terriiic 
emergency which was impending; first, the sack of Byzantium, 
- next, horror and antipathy, throughout all Greece, towards the 
Cyreian officers and soldiers indiscriminately,- lastly, unsparing 
retribution inflicted upon all by the power of Sparta. Overwhelmed 
with these anxieties, he rushed into the town along with the mul
titude, using every effort to pacify them and bring them into order. 
They on their parts, delighted to see him along with them, and 
conscious of their own force, were eager to excite him to the same 
pitch as themselves, and to prevail on him to second and methodize 
their present triumph. "Now is your time, Xenophon, (they ex
claimed), to make yourself a man. You have here a city, -you 
have triremes, -you have money,-you have plenty of soldiers. 
Now then, if you choose, you can enrich us ; and we in return can 
make you powerful."-" You speak well (replied he); I shall do 
as you propose ; but if you want to accomplish anything, you must 
fall into military array forthwith." Ile knew that this was the first 
condition of returning to anything like tranquillity; and by great 
good fortune, the space called the Thrakion, immediately aujoining 
the gate inside, was level, open, and clear of houses; presenting 
an excellent place of arms or locality for a review. The whole 
army, - partly from their long military practice, - partly under 
the impression that Xenophon was really about to second their 
wishes and direct some aggressive operation, - threw themselves 
almost of their own accord into regular array on the Thrakion; 
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the hoplites eight deep, the peltasts on each flank. It was in this 
position that Xenophon addressed them as follows : 

" Soldiers ! I am not surprised that you are incensed, and that 
you think yourselves scandalously cheated and ill-used. But if we 
give way to our wrath, if we punish these Lacedremonians now 
before us for their treachery, and plunder this innocent city,
reflcct what will be the consequence. "\Ve shall stand proclaimed 
forthwith as enemies to the Lacedremonians and their allies ; and 
what sort of a war that will be, those who have witnessed and who 
still recollect recent matters of history, may easily fancy. We 
Athenians entered into the war against Sparta with a powerful 
army and fleet, an abundant revenue, and numerous tributary cities 
in Asia as well as Europe, - among them this very Byzantium 
in which we now stand. "\Ve have been vanquished in the way 
that all of you know. And what then will be the fate of us 
soldiers, when we shall have as united enemies, Sparta with all her 
old allies and Athens besides, - Tissaphernes and the barbaric 
forces on the coast, - and most of all, the Great King whom we 
marched up to dethrone and slay, if we were able? Is any man 
fool enough to think that we have a chance of making head against 
so many combined enemies? Let us not plunge madly into dis
honor and ruin, nor incur the enmity of our own fathers and friends; 
who are in the cities which will take arms against us, - and will 
take arms justly, if we, who abstained from seizing any barbaric 
city, even when we were in force sufficient, shall nevertheless now 
plunder the first Grecian city into which we have been admitted. 
As far as I am concerned, may I be buried ten thousand fathoms 
deep in the earth, rather than see you do such things ; and I 
exhort you, too, as Greeks, to obey the leaders of Greece. En
deavor, while thus oLedient, to obtain your just rights; but if you 
should fail in this, rather submit to injustice than cut yourselves off 
from the Grecian world. Send to inform Anaxibius that we have 
entered the city, not with a view to commit any violence, but in 
the hope, if possible, of obtaining from him the advantages which 
he promised us. If we fail, we shall at least prove to him that we 
quit the city, not under his fraudulent manreuvres, but under our 
own sense of the duty of obedience."! 

1 Xen. Anab. vii, I, 30--31. 
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This speech completely an-ested the impetuous impulse of the 
army, brought them to a true sense of their situation, and induced 
them to adopt the proposition of Xenophon. They remained un
moved in their position on the Thrakion, while three of the captains 
were sent to communicate with Anaxibius. While they were thus 
waiting, a Theban named Kooratadas approached, who had once 
commanded in Byzantium under the Lacedremonians, during the 
previous war. He had now become a sort of professional Condot
tiero or general, looking out for an army to command, wherever 
he could find one, and offering his services to any city which would 
engage him. Ile addressed the assembled Cyreians, and offered, 
if they would accept him for their general, to conduct them against 
the Delta of Thrace (the space included between the north-west 
corner of the Propontis and the south-west corner of the Euxine), 
which he asserted to be a rich territory presenting great opportu
nity to plunder; he farther promised to furnish them with ample 
subsistence during the march. Presently the envoys returned, 
bearing the reply of Anaxibius, who received the message favor
ably, promising that not only the army should have no cause to 
regret their obedience, but that he would both report their good 
conduct to the authorities at home, and do everything in his own 
power to promote their comfort.I He said nothing farther about 
taking them into pay; that delusion having now answered its pur
pose. The soldiers, on hearing his communication, adopted a 
resolution to accept Kooratadas as their future commander, and 
then marched out of the town. As soon as they were on the out
side, Anaxibius, not content with closing the gates against them, 
made public proclamation that if any one of them were found in 
the town, he should be sold forthwith into slavery. 

There are few cases throughout Grecian history in which an 
able discourse has been the means of averting so much evil, as 
was averted by this speech of Xenophon to the army in Byzan
tium. Nor did he ever, throughout the whole period of his 
command, render to them a more signal service. The miserable 
consequences, which would have ensued, had the army persisted 
in their aggressive impulse,-first, to the citizens of the town, 
ultimately to themselves, while Anaxibius, the only guilty person, 

1 Xcn. Anab. viii, I, 32-35. 
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had the means of escaping by sea, even under the worst circum
stances, - are stated by Xenophon rather under than above the 
reality. At the same time no orator ever undertook a more diffi
cult case, or achieved a fuller triumph over unpromising conditions. 
If we consider the feelings and position of the army at the instant 
of their breaking into the town, we shall be astonished that any 
commander could have arrested their movements. Though fresh 
from all the glory of their retreat, they had been first treacherously 
entrapped over from Asia, next roughly ejected, by Anaxibius; 
and although it may be said truly that the citizens of Byzantium 
had no concern either in the one or the other, yet little heed is 
commonly taken, in military operations, to the distinction between 
garrison and citizens in an assailed town. Having arms in their 
hands, with consciousness of force arising out of their exploits in 
Asia, the Cyreians were at the same time inflamed by the oppor
tunity both of avenging a gross recent injury, and enriching them
selves in the process of execution; to which we may add, the 
excitement of that rush whereby they had obtained the reentry, 
and the farther fact, that without the gates they had nothing to 
expect except poor, hard, uninviting service in Thrace. "With 
soldiers already possessed by an overpowering impulse of this 
nature, what chance was there that a retiring general, on the point 
of quitting the army, could so work upon their minds as to induce 
them to renounce the prey before them? Xenophon had nothing 
to invoke except distant considerations, partly of Hellenic repu
tation, chiefly of prudence ; considerations in<lecd of unquestionable 
reality and prodigious magnitude, yet belonging all to a distant fu
ture, and therefore of little comparative force, except when set forth 
in magnified characters by the orator. How powerfully he worked 
upon the minds of his hearers, so as to draw forth these far-removed 
dangers from the cloud of present sentiment by which they were 
overlaid,- how skilfully he employed in illustration the example 
of his own native city, - will be seen by all who study his speech. 
Never did his Athenian accomplishments, - his talent for giving 
words to important thoughts,-his promptitude in seizing a pres
ent situation and managing the sentiments of an impetuous multi
tude, - appear to greater advantage than when he was thus 
suddenly called forth to meet a terrible emergency. His pre
established reputation and the habit of obeying his orders, were 

vor,. rx. 11oc. 
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doubtless essential conditions of success. But none of his col
leagues in command would have been able to accomplish the like 
memorable change on the minds of the sokliers, or to procure obe
dience for any simple authoritative restraint; nay, it is probable, 
that if Xenophon had not been at hand, the other generals would 
l1ave followed the passionate movement, even though they had 
been reluctant,-from simple inability to repress it.L Again, 
whatever might have been the accomplishments of Xenophon, it is 
certain that even he would not have been able to work upon the 
minds of these excited soldiers, had they not been Greeks and citi
zens as well as soldiers, - bred in Hellenic sympathies and 
accustomed to Hellenic order, with authority operating in part 
through voice and persuasion, and not through the Persian whip 
and instruments of torture. The memorable discourse on the Thra
kion at Byzantium illustrates the working of that persuasive agency 
which formed one of the permanent forces and conspicuous charms 
of Hellenism. It teaches us that if the orator could sometimes 
accuse innocent defendants and pervert well-disposed assemblies, 
- a part of the case which historians of Greece often present as 
if it were the whole,-he could also, and that in the most trying 
emergencies, combat the strongest force of present passion, and 
bring into vivid presence the half-obscured lineaments of long
sighted reason and duty. 

After conducting the army out of the city, Xenophon sent, 
through Klcander, a message to Anaxibius, requesting that he 
himself might be allowed to come in again singly, in order to take 
his departure by sea. His request was granted, though not with
out much difficulty; upon which he took leave of the army, under 
the strongest expressions of affection and gratitude on their part,2 
and went into Byzantium along with Kleander; while on the next 
day Kmratadas came to assume the command according to agree
ment, bringing with him a prophet, and beasts to be offered in 

1 So Tacitus says about the Roman general Spurinna (governor of Pla
centia for Otho against Vitellius). and his mutinous army who marched out 
to fight the Vitellian generals against his strenuous remonstrance - "l<'it 
temeritatis alienre comes Spurinna, primo coactus, rnox velfe simulans, quo 
plus auctoritatis inessct consiliis, si seditio rnitesccrct" (Tacitus, Hist. ii, 
18). 

t Xcn. Anab. vii, 6, 33. 
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sacrifice. There followed in his train twenty men carrying sacks 
of barley-meal, twenty more with jars of wine, three bearing olives, 
and one man with a bundle of garlic and onions. All these pro
visions being laid down, Kreratadas proceeded to offer sacrifice, as 
a preliminary to the distribution of them among the soldiers. On 
the first day, the sacrifices being unfavorable, no distribution took 
place; on the second day, Kreratadas was standing with the wreath 
on his head at the altar, and with the victims beside him, about to 
renew his sacrifice, - when Timasion and the other officers inter
fered, desired him to abstain, and dismissed him from the com
mand. Perhaps the first unfavoraLle sacrifices may have partly 
impelled them to this proceeding. Ilut the main reason was, the 
scanty store, inadequate even to one day's subsistence for the army, 
brought by Kreratadas, - and the obvious insufficiency of his 
means.1 

On the departure of Kreratadas, the army marched to take up 
its quarters in some Thracian villages not far from Byzantium, 
under its former officers; who however could not agree as to their 
future order of march. Kleanor and Phryniskus, who had re
ceived presents from Seuthes, urged the expediency of accepting 
the service of that Thracian prince; Neon insisted on going to 
the Chersonese under the Laccdxmonian officers in that peninsula 
(as Anaxibius had projected); in the idea that he, as a Lacedre
monian, would there obtain the command of the whole army; 
while Timasion, with the view of re-establi~hing himself in his 
native city of Danlanus, proposed returning to the Asiatic side of 
the strait. 

Though this last plan met with decided favor among the army, 
it could not be executed without vessels. These Timasion had 
little or no means of procuring; so that consideraLle delay took 
place, during which the soldiers, receiving no pay, foll into much 
distress. JUany of them were even compelled to sell their arms 
in order to get subsistence; while others got permission to settle in 
some of the neighboring towns, on condition of being disarmed. 
The whole army was thus gradually melting away, much to the 
satisfaction of Anaxibius, who was anxious to see the purposes of 
Pharnabazus accomplished. By degrees, it would probably have 

• Xen. Anub. vii, I, 34-40. 



164: IIlSTORY OF GREECE. 

been dissolved altogether, had not a change of interest on the part 
of Anaxibius induced him to promote its reorganization. He 
sailed from Byzantium to the Asiatic coast, to acquaint Pharna
bazus that the Cyreians could no longer cause uneasiness, and to 
require his own promised reward. It seems moreover that Xen
ophon himself departed from Byzantium by the same opportunity. 
"'When they reached Kyzikus, they met the Lacedmmonian Ar
istarchus; who was coming out as newly-appointed harmost of 
Byzantium, to supersede Kleander, and who acquainted Anax
ibius that Polus was on the point of arriving to supersede liim as 
admiral. Anxious to meet Pharnabazus and make sure of his 
bribe, Anaxibius impressed his parting injunction upon Aristar
chus to sell for slaves all the Cyreians whom he might find at 
Byzantium on his arrival, and then pursued his voyage along the 
southern coast of the Propontis to Parium. But Pharnabazus, 
having already received intimation of the change of admirals, 
knew that the friendship of Anaxibius was no longer of any value, 
and took no farther heed of him ; while he at the same time sent 
to Byzantium to make the like compact with Aristarchus against 
the Cyreian army.1 

Anaxibius was stung to the quick at this combination of disap
pointment and insult on the part of the satrap. To avenge it, he 
resolved to employ those very soltliers whom he had first corrupted 
and fraudulently brought across to Europe, next cast out from 
Byzantium, and lastly, ordered to be soltl into slavery, so far as 
any might yet be found in that town; bringing them back into 
Asia for the purpose of acting against Pharnabazus. According
ly he addressed himself to Xenophon, and ordered him without a 
moment's delay to rejoin the army, for the purpose of keeping it 
together, of recalling the soldiers who had departed, and trans
porting the whole body across into Asia. He provided him with 
an armed vessel of thirty oars to cross over from Parium to 
Pcrintlms, sending over a peremptory order to the Perinthians to 
furnish him with horses in order that he might reach the army 

Xen. Anab. vii, 2, 7. ifopvu{3a,or; of:, bret f!-&ero 'Apiurap:r.6v re ~KOV
ra e[r Bv(uvrtov apµoarT;v Kai 'Avafo3tov ovKirt vavap;rovvra, 'Avaft{3iov 
µf:v 1Jµ0,,11ue, n:por; 'Apiurap;rov oe oierrpurrero rU. avrU. n:epi rov Kvpeiov 
urparevµaror: U.n:ep Kai n:por; 'Avafifliov. 

l 
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with the greatest speed.I Perhaps it would not have been safe 
for Xenophon to disobey this order, under any circumstances. 
But the idea of acting with the army in Asia against Pharna
bazus, under Laced:emonian sanction, was probably very accept
able to him. He hastened across to the army, who welcomed his 
return with joy, and gladly embraced the proposal of crossing to 
Asia, which was a great improvement upon their forlorn and 
destitute condition. He accordingly conducted them to Perinthus, 
and encamped under the walls of the town; refusing, in his way 
through Selymbria, a second proposition from Seuthes to engage 
the services of the army. 

"While Xenophon was exerting himself to procure transports 
for the passage of the army at Perinthus, Aristarchus the new 
harmost arrived there with two triremes from Byzantium. It 
seems that not only Byzantium, but also both J>erinthus and 
Selymbria, were comprised in his government as harmost. On 
first reaching Byzantium to supersede Klcander, he found there 
no le;,,s than four hundred of the Cyrcians, chiefly sick and wounded; 
whom Kleander, in spite of the ill-will of Anaxibius, had not only 
refused to sell into slavery, but had billeted upon the citizens, and 
tended with solicitude; so much did his good feeling towards Xen
ophon and towards the army now come into play. "'\Ve read with 
indignation that Aristarchus, immediately on reaching Byzantium 
to supersede him, was not even contented with sending these four 
hundred men out of the town; but seized them,- Greeks, citizens, 
and soldiers as they were, - and sold them all into slavery.2 

1 Xcn. Anab. vii, 2, 8-25. 
'EK TOVTOV olj 0 'Avagi{3w<;, Ka'Afoa<; Zevo¢wvrn, KeA.evet 1l'U<l'lJ rixv11 

Ka l µ 1J X a 11 ij 1l' }. e V Q' at E1l' l T iJ Q' Tpa Te V µa ii<; Ta X t Q' Ta, Kat Q'VVE
XEtV Te TO urparevµa Kat uvva-!fpoi(etv TWV 0teQ'1t'apµivwv w<; UV 1l''Aeforov<; 
ouv71rat, Klll 1t'apayayovrn ei<; r1/v Tiiptv-lfov Ota{3t{3a~etv ei<; r1/v 'Auiav 5 Ti 

Ta XL Q' Ta· Kat OtOW<l'tV avr{iJ 7ptaKOVTopov, Kat E1l'l<l'70AlJV Kat uvopa tnJµ1l'· 
iµ1l'et KtAEV<l'OVTa 7DV<; Tiepw!Jiov<; ii<; Tax LQ' Ta AEVD'/>WVTa 1l'(J01l'iµ1/Jat 
Tol<; i1l'1l'Dt<; hrt To uTpareuµa. 

The vehement interest which Anaxibins took in this new project is marked 
by the strength of Xenophon's language; extreme celerity is enjoined three 
several times. 

t Xcn. Anab. vii, 2, 6. Kai o 'Ava~£13wi; •0 µev 'AptuTapx<,J i'lrtuTtA.'Aet 
01l'OQ'OV<; UV evpot lv Bv,avri<,J TWV Kvpov urpartWTWV V'lrOAEAetµµivovr, U1l'O
oou-lfat. 0 Oi: KAiavopo<; ovoiva i1l'err:paKet, aA./,,, Ka2 TOV<; KUfLVOVTa<; i-lfepa
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Apprised of the movements of Xenophon with the army, he now 
came to Perinthus to prevent their transit into Asia ; laying an 
embargo on the transports in the harbor, and presenting himself 
personally before the assembled army to prohibit the sokliers 
from crossing. When Xenophon informed him that Anaxibius 
had given them orders to cross, and had sent him expressly to 
conduct them, -Aristarchus replied, "Anaxibius is no longer 
in functions as admiral, and I am harmost in this town. If I 
catch any of you at sea, I will sink you." On the next day, he 
sent to invite the generals and the captains (lochages) to a confer
ence within the walls. They were just about to enter the gates, 
when Xenophon, who was among them, received a private warn
ing, that if he went in, Aristarchus would seize him, and either 
put him to death or send him prisoner to Pharnabazus. Accord
ingly Xenophon sent forward the others, and remained himself 
with the army, alleging the obligation of sacrificing. The beha
vior of Aristarchus,-who, when he saw the others without Xen
ophon, sent them away, and desired that they would all come 
again in the afternoon, - confirmed the justice of his suspicions, 
as to the imminent danger from which he had been preserved by 
this accidental warning.! It need hardly be added that Xenophon 
disregarded the second invitation no less than the first; moreover 
a third invitation, which Aristarchus afterwards sent, was disre
garded by all. 

We have here a Lacedmmonian harmost, not scrupling to lay a 
snare of treachery as flagrant as that which Tissaphernes had 
practised on the banks of the Zab to entrap Klearchus and his 
colleagues, - and that too against a Greek, and an oflicer of the 
l1ighest station and merit, who had just saved Byzantium from 
pillage, and was now actually in execution of orders received 

'll"Wev olKTelp<.JV, Kat uvayKal;wv OtKt(l Oi;reai'fat. 'Apiarap;ror o' fact 1)1.i'te 
ru;rtara, OVK 1:1.&rrovi- rnpaKoaiwv urriOoro. 

1 Xen. Anab. vii, 2, 14-16. 
"Heil] OE OVTWV 7rpcH; rfii rei;ret, e~ayye"A"Att Ttf rfii AtVo<fii:ivrt ort, el eiae1111, 

avl."Al]<fii'ti;aerat • Kat 1/ avroii rt reiaerac, 7J Kat iJ!apvaf3al;<p, 7rapaooi'fi;aerar.. 
·o 0£, UKOVaaf raiira, TOV> µf:v 7rpo7reµ7rerat, avror o' elrrev, Ort i'tvaai. rt 
{3ov"Aotro • ••. Ol OE arpar11yo1 Kai ol "Ao;rayo1 fijKovrer 7rapa roii 'Aptarup;rov, 
amjyyeAMV I'm vvv µf:v U'lrtCVat a<fiii> KtAevet, r'i;r <friAIJ> oe fijKetV • lvi'fa Kal 
o'i;l.17 µal.I.av lcJoKet [eivat] fJ lmf3ov"Afi. Compare vil, 3, 2. 
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from the Laccdremonian admiral Anaxibius. Had the accidental 
warning been withheld, Xenophon would assuredly have fallen 
into this snare, nor could we reasonably have charged him with 
imprudence, - so fully was he entitled to count upon straightfor
ward conduct under the circumstances. But the same cannot be 
said of Klearchus, who undoubtedly manifested lamentable credu
lity, nefarious as was the fraud to which he fell a victim. 

At the second interview with the other officers, Aristarchus, 
while he forbade the army to cross the water, directed them to 
force their way by land through the Thracians who occupied the 
Holy mountain, and thus to arrive at the Che~sonese; where (he 
said) they should receive pay. Neon the Lacedremonian, with 
about eight hundred hoplites who adhered to his separate com
mand, advocated this plan as the best. To be set against it, how
ever, there was the proposition of Seuthcs to take the army into 
pay; which Xenophon was inclined to prefer, uneasy at the 
thoughts of being cooped up in the narrow peninsula of the Cher
sonese, under the absolute command of the Lacedremonian har
mQst, with great uncertainty both as to pay and as to provisions.I 
Moreover it was imperiously necessary for these disappointed 
troops to make some immediate movement; for they had been 
brought to the gates of Perinthus in hopes of passing immediately 
on shipboard; it was mid-winter, - they were encamped in the 
open field, under the severe cold of Thrace, - they had neither 
assured supplies, nor even money to purchase, if a marke• had 
been near.2 Xenophon, who had brought them to the neighbor
hood of Perinthus, was now again responsible for extricating them 
from this untenable situation, and began to offer sacrifices, accord
ing to his wont, to ascertain whether the gods would encourage 
him to recommend a covenant with Seuthes. The sacrifices were 
so favorable, that he himself, together with a confidential officer 
from each of the generals, went by night and paid a visit to 
Seuthes, for the purpose of understanding distinctly his offers and 
purposes. 

Mresades, the father of Seuthes, had been apparently a depend
ent prince under the great monarchy of the Odrysian Thracians ; 

' Xen. Anab. vii, 2, 15; vii, 3, 3; vii, 6, 13. 
2 Xen. Anab. vii, 6, 24. µfoor oe xeifl"'Jv fiv, etc. Probably the month 

of December. 
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so formidable in the early years of the Peloponnesian war. But 
intestine commotions had robbed him of his principality over three 
Thracian tribes; which it was now the ambition of Seuthes to 
recover, by the aid of the Cyreian army. He offered to each sol
dier one stater of Kyzikus (about twenty Attic drachmre, or nearly 
the same as that which they originally received from Cyrus) as 
pay per month ; twice as much to each lochage or captain, - four 
times as much to each of the generals. In case they should incur 
the enmity of the Lacedremonians by joining him, he guaranteed 
to them all the right of settlement and fraternal protection in his 
territory. To each of the generals, over and above pay, he engaged 
to assign a fort on the sea-coast, with a lot of land around it, and 
oxen for cultivation. And to Xenophon in particular, he offered 
the possession of Bisanthe, his best point on the coast. "I will also 
(he added, addressing Xenophon) give you my daughter in mar
riage; mid if you have any daughter, I will buy her from you in 
marriage according to the custom of Thrace."! Seuthes farther 
engaged never on any occasion to lead them more than seven days' 
journey from the sea, at farthest. 

These offers were as liberal as the army could possibly expect; 
and Xenophon himself, mistrusting the Lacedremonians, as well as 
mistrusted by them, seems to have looked forward to the acquisi
tion of a Thracian coast-fortress and territory (such as l\Iiltiades, 
Alkibiades, and other Athenian leaders had obtained before him) 
as nit valuable refuge in case of need.2 But even if the promise 
had been less favorable, the Cyreians had no alternative ; for they 
liad not even present supplies, - still less any means of subsistence 
throughout the winter; while departure by sea was rendered im
possible by the Lacedrernonians. On the next day, Seuthes was 
introduced by Xenophon and the other generals to the army, who 
accepted his offers and concluded the bargain. 

They remained for two months in his service, engaged in war
fare against various Thracian tribes, whom they enabled him to 
conquer and despoil ; so that at the end of that period, he was in 
possession of an extensive dominion, a large native force, and a 
considerable tribute. Though the sufferings of the army from cold 
were eAtreme, during these two months of full winter and amidst 

1 .Xen. Anab. vii, 21 17-38. 1 Xcn. Anab. vii, 6, 34. 
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the snowy mountains of Thrace, they were nevertheless enabled 
by their expeditions along with Seuthes to procure plentiful sub
sistence; which they could hardly have done in any other manner. 
But the pay which he had offered was never liquidated; at least, 
in requital of their two months of service, they received pay only 
for twenty days and a little more. And Xenophon himself, far from 
obtaining fulfilment of those splendid promises which Seuthes had 
made to him personally, seems not even to have received his pay 
as one of the generals. For him, the result was singularly unhappy; 
since he fo1fcitcd the good-will of Seuthes by importunate demand 
and complaint for the purpose of obtaining the pay due to the sol
diers; while they on their side, imputing to his connivance the 
non-fulfilment of the promise, became thus in part alienated from 
him. :Much of this mischief was brought about by the treacherous 
intrigues and calumny of a corrupt Greek from l\faroneia, named 
Herakleides ; who acted as minister and treasurer to Seuthes. 

Want of Fpace compels me to omit the narrative given by Xeno
phon, both of the relations of the army with Seuthes, and of the 
warfare carried on against the hostile Thracian tribes,-interesting 
as it is from the juxtaposition of Greek and Thracian manners. 
It seems to have been composed by Xenophon under feelings of 
acute personal disappointment, and probably in refutation of cal
umnies against himself as if he had wronged the army. Hence 
we may trace in it a tone of exaggerated querulousness, and com
plaint that the soldiers were ungrateful to him. It is true that a 
portion of the army, under the belief that he had been richly re
warded by Seuthes while they hml not obtained their stipulated pay, 
expressed virulent sentiments and falsehoods against him.l Until 
such suspicions were refuted, it is no wonder that the army were 
alienated ; but they were pe1fectly willing to hear both sides, 
and Xenophon triumphantly rli~proved the accusation. That in 
the end, their feelings towards him were those of esteem and favor, 
stands confessed in his own words,2 proving that the ingratitude 
of which he complains was the feeling of some indeed, but not 
of all. 

It is hard to say, however, what would have been the fate of this 
gallant army, when Seuthes, having obtained from their arms in 

1 :X:en. Anab. vii, 6, 9, IO. ' Xen. Anab. vii, 7, 55-57.. 
VOL. IX. 8 
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two months all that he desired, had become only anxious to send 
them off without pay,-had they not been extricated by a change 
of interest and policy on the part of all-powerful Sparta. The 
Lacedremonians had just declared war against Tissaphernes and 
Pharnabazus,- sending Thimbron into Asia to commence military 
operations. They then became extremely anxious to transport 
the Cyreians across to Asia, which their harmost, Aristarchus had 
hitherto prohibited, - and to take them into permanent pay ; for 
which purpose two Laced::emonians, Charmlnus and Polynikus 
were commissioned by Thimbron to offer to the army the same pay 
as had been promised, though not paid, by Seuthes ; and as had been 
originally paid by Cyrus. Seuthes and Herakleides, eager to 
hasten the departure of the soldiers, endeavored to take credit with 
the Lacedremonians for assisting their views.I Joyfully did the 
army accept this offer, though complaining loudly of the fraud prac
tised upon them by Seuthes; which Charmlnus, at the instance 
of Xenophon, vainly pressed the Thracian prince to redress.2 
He even sent Xenophon to demand the alTear of pay in the name 
of the Lacedremonians, which afforded to the Athenian an oppor
tunity of administering a severe lecture to Seuthes.3 But the latter 
was found less accessible to the workings of eloquence than the 
Cyreian assembled soldiers ; nor did Xenophon obtain anything 
beyond a miserable dividend upon the sum due;- together with 
civil expressions towards himself personally, -an invitation to re
main in his service with one thousand hoplites instead of going 
to Asia with the army, - and renewed promises, not likely now 
to find much credit, of a fort and grant of lands. 

When the army, now reduced by losses and dispersions to six 
thousand men,4 was prepared to cross into Asia, Xenopho:g was 
desirous of going back to Athens, but was persuaded .to remairi 
with them until the junction with Thimbron. He was at this time 
so poor, having scarcely e.nough to pay for his journey home, that 

·he was J>blige'd to sell his horse at Lampsakus; the Asiatic town 

1 Xen. Anab. vii, 6, 1-7. 2 Xen. Anab. vii, 7, 15•. 
a Xen. Anab. vii, 7, 2147. 
The lecture is of unsuitable prolixity, when we consider the person to 

whom, and the circumstances under which, it purports to have been spo
ken. · ' ·. 

' Xen. Anab. vii, 7, 23. 
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where the army landed. Here he found Eukleides, a Phliasian 
prophet with whom he had been wont to hold intercourse and offer 
sacrifice at Athens. This man, having asked Xenophon how much 
he had acquired in the expedition, could not believe him when he 
affirmed his poverty. But when they proceeded to offer sacrifice 
together, from some animals sent by the Lampsakcnes as a present 
to Xenophon, Eukleides had no sooner inspected the entrails of the 
victims, than he told Xenophon that he fully crcJited the state
ment. " I see (he said) that even if money shall be ever on its way 
to come to you, you yourself will be a hindrance to it, even if there 
be no other (here Xenophon acquiesced); Zeus JUeilichios (the 
Gracious) 1 is the real bar. Have you ever sacrificed to him, with 
entire burnt-offerings, as we used to do together at Athens ?" 
"Never (replied Xenophon), throughout the whole march." "Do 
so now, then (said Eukleides), and it will be for your advantage." 
The next day, on reaching Ophrynium, Xenophon obeyed the in
junction ; sacrificing little pigs entire to Zeus l\Icilichios, as was 
the custom at Athens during the public festival called Diasia. 
And on the very same day he felt the beneficial effects of the pro
ceeding; for Biton and another envoy came from the Laecd::emo
nians with an advance of pay to the army, and with di~positions 
so favorable to himself, that they bought back for him his horse, 
which he had just sold at Lampsakus for fifty darics. This was 
equivalent to giving him more than one year's pay in lllUld (the 
pay which he would have received as general being four darics 
per month, or four times that of the so1dicr), at a time when he 
was known to be on the point of departure, and therefore would 
not stay to earn it. The short-comings of Seuthes were now made 

1 'It appea~s that the epithet Jlcilichios (the Gracious) is hef'e applied to 
Zeus in the same euphemistic sense as the denomination Eumenides to the 
avenging goddesses. Zens is conceived as h:;wing actually in.flicfed, or being 
in a disposition to inflict, evil; the sacrifice to him under this surname re· 
presents a sentiment of fear, and is one of atonement, expiation or purifi· 
cation, destined to avert his displeasure; ,but the surname itself is to be 
interpreted proleptice, to use the word of the critics - it designates, not the 
actual disposition of Zeus (or of other gods), but ~hat disposition which 
the sacrifice is intended to bring about in him. 

See Pausan. i, 37, 3; ii, 20, 3. K. F. Herrmann, Gottesclienstl. Alter
thiimer der Griechen, s. 58; Van Stegeren, De Grrecorum Diebus Festis, p. 
5 (Utrecht, 1849). 
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up with immense interest, so that Xenophon became better off than 
any man in the army ; though he himself slurs over the magni
tude of the present, by representing it as a delicate compliment to 
restore to him a favorite horse. 

Thus gratefully and instantaneously did Zeus the Gracious re
spond to the sacrifice which Xenophon, after a long omission, had 
been admonished by Eukleides to offer. And doubtless Xenophon 
was more than ever confirmed in the belief, which manifests itself 
throughout all his writings, that sacrifice not only indicates, by the 
interior aspect of the immolated victims, the tenor ofcoming events, 
- but also, according as it is rendered to the right god and at the 
right season, determines his will, and therefore the course of events, 
for dispensations favorable or unfavorable. 

But the favors of Zeus the Gracious, though begun, were not 
yet ended. Xenophon conducted the army through the Troad, 
and across mount Ida, to Antandrus ; from thence along the coast 
to Lydia, through the plain of Thebe and the town of Adramyt
tium, leaving Atarneus on the right hand, to Pergamus in Mysia, 
a hill-town overhanging the river and plain of Kiiikus. This 
district was occupied by the descendants of the Eretrian Gongylus, 
who, having been banished for embracing the cause of the Per
sians when Xerxes invaded Greece, had been rewarded (like the 
Spartan king Demaratus) with this sort of principality under the 
Persian empire. His descendant, another Gongylus, now occupied 
Pergamus, with his wife Hellas and his sons Gorgion and Gon
gylus. Xenophon was here received with great ho8pitality. Hel
las acquainted him that a powerful Persian, named Asidates, was 
now dwelling, with his wife, family, and property, in a tower not 
far off, on the plain ; and that a sudden night-march, with three 
hundred men, would suffice for the capture of this valuable booty, 
to which her own cousin should guide him. Accordingly, having 
sacrificed and ascertained that the victims were favorable, Xeno
phon communicated his plan after the evening meal to those 
captains who had been most attached to him throughout the expe
dition, wishing to make them partners in the profit. As soon as 
it became known, many volunteers, to the number of six hundred, 
pressed to be allowed to join. But the captains repelled them, 
~eclining to take more than three hundred, in order that the booty 
might afford an ampler dividend to each partner. 
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Beginning their march in the evening, Xenopl10n and his de
tachment of three hundred reached about midnight the tower of 
AsiJates ; it was large, lofty, thickly built, and contained a con
siderable garrison. It served for protection to his cattle and 
cultivating slaves around, like a baronial castle in the middle ages; 
but the assailants neglected this outlying plunder, in order to be 
more sure of taking the castle itself. Its walls however were found 
much stronger than was expected ; and although a breach was 
made by force about day-break, yet so vigorous was the defence 
of the garrison, that no entrance could be effected. Signals and 
shouts of every kind were made by Asidates to procure aid from 
the Persian forces in the neighborhood; numbers of whom soon 
began to arrive, so that Xenophon and his company were obliged 
to retreat. And their retreat was at last only accomplished, after 
severe suffering and wounds to nearly half of them, through the 
aid of Gongylus with his forces from Pergamus, and of Prokles 
(the descendant of Demaratus) from Halisarna, a little farther off 
seaward.I 

Though his first enterprise thus miscarried, Xenophon soon 
laid plans for a second, employing the whole army; and succeeded 
in bringing Asidates prisoner to Pergamus, with his wife, child
ren, horses, and all his personal property. Thus (says he, anxious 
above all things for the credit of sacrificial prophecy) the "pre
vious sacrifices (those which had promised favorably before the 
first unsuccessful attempt) now came true." 2 The persons of this 
family were doubtless redeemed by their Persian friends for a 
large ransom; 3 which, together with the booty brought in, made 
up a prodigious total to be divided. 

In making the division, a general tribute of sympathy and ad
miration was paid to Xenophon, to which all the army, - gene
rals, captains, and soldiers, - and the Lacedremonians besides, 
unanimously concurred. Like Agamemnon at Troy, he was al
lowed to select for himself the picked lots of horses, mules, oxen, 
and other items of booty; insomuch that he became possessor of a 

1 Xen. Anab. vii, 8, 10-19. 
1 Xen. Anab. vii, 8, 22. 'EvTaii~a ol 11"epl :Zevo9Civm uvµ11"eptroyxavovutv 

avT{iJ Kat 'li.aµ(3avovuw avrilv ('Au1oan7v) Kat yvvaiKa Kat 1!"aioac Kat TOVC fa. 
'Jt"OVC Kat 1!"aVTa ra OVTa. K a t 0 jj r (,) r a 11" p 6 Tep a le p a afr e(31/. 
_ a Compare Plutarch, Kirnon, c. 9; and Xen. llcllen. iv, S, 21. 
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share valuable enough to enrich him at once, in addition to the 
fifty darics which he had before received. "Here then Xenophon 
(to use bis own language I) had no reason to complain of the 
god" (Zeus 1\Ieilichios). \Ve may add,-what he ought to have 
added, considering the accusations which he had before put forth, 
- that neither had he any reason to complain of the ingratitude 
of the army. 

As soon as Thimbron arrived with his own forces, and the 
Cyreians became a part of his army, Xenophon took his leave of 
them. Having qepositcd in the temple at Ephesus that portion 
which had been connded to him as general, of the tithe set apart 
by the army at Kerasus for the Ephesian Artemis,2 he seems to 
have executed his intention of returning to Athens.3 He must 
have arrived there, after an absence of about two years and a 
half, within a few weeks, at farthest, after the death of his friend 
and preceptor Sokrates, whose trial and condemnation have been 
recorded in my last volume. That melancholy event certainly 
occurred during his absence from Athens ; 4 but whether it had 
come to his knowledge before he reached the city, we do not 
know. How much grief and indignation it excited in his mind, 
we may see by his collection of memoranda respecting the life 
and conversations of Sokrates, known by the name of 1\Iemorabi
lia, and probably put together shortly after his arrival. 

That he was again in Asia, three years afterwards, on military 
service under the Lacedmmonian king Agesilaus, is a fact attested 
liy himself; but at what precise moment he quitted Athens for 
Jiis second visit to Asia, we are left to conjecture. I incline to 
believe that he did not remain many months at home, but that he 
went out again in the next spring to rejoin the Cyreians in Asia, 
- became again their commander, - and served for two years 
under the Spartan general Derkyllidas before the arrival of Age

1 Xcn. Anah. vii, 8, 23. 
'EvraviJa TOV '9eov oi•ic ~irtur;aTO 0 Zevoipi:iv. uvvetrpaTTOV yup !<at ol AU.ic

1.JVf!: Kat ol A.oxayot Kat ol U.A.A.ot O'TpaT11yot Kat ol uTpa•ti:irat, wun tfaipera 
A.af3e'iv Kal Ztrrrovi; Kat ~evr11 Kat u.;ua, wure lKaviw elvat Kat U.Uov 7;011 dJ 
'lrOUlv. 

• Xen. Anah. v, 3, 6. It seems plain that this deposit must have been 
first made on the present occasion. 

3 Compare Anahasis, vii, 7, 57; vii, 8, 2. 
4 Xenoph. Memorah. iv, 8, 4-as well as the opening sentence of the 

work. 

http:U.A.A.ot
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silaus. Such military service would doubtless be very much to 
his taste; while a residence at Athens, then subject and quies
cent, would probably be distasteful to him; both from the habits 
of command which he had contracted during the previous two 
years, and from feelings arising out of the death of Sokrates. 
After a certain interval of repose, he would be disposed to enter 
again upon the war against his old enemy Tissaphernes ; and his 
service went on when Agesilaus arrived to take the command.I 

But during the two years after this latter event, Athens be
came a party to the war against Sparta, and entered into con
junction with the king of Persia as well as with the Thebans and 
others; while Xenophon, continuing his service as commander of 
the Cyreians, and accompanying Agesilaus from Asia back into 
Greece, became engaged against the Athenian troops and their 
Breotian allies at the bloody battle of Koruneia. Under these 
circumstances, we cannot wonder that the Athenians passed sen
tence of banishment against him; not because he had originally 
taken part in aid of Cyrus against Artaxerxes, - nor because 
his political sentiment.'> were unfriendly to democracy, as has been 
sometimes eIToneously affirmed, - but because he was now open
ly in arms, and in conspicuous command, against his own country.2 

1 See Xenoph. Hellen. iii, 2, 7 - a passage which l\Iorus refers, I think 
with mnch probability, to Xenophon himself. 

The very circumstantial details, which Xenophon gives (iii, 1, 11-28) 
about the proceedings of Dcrkyllidas against l\Ieidias in the Troad, seem 
also to indicate that ho was serving there in person. 

1 That the sentence of IJanbhmont on Xenophon was not passed by the 
Athenians until after the battle of Koroneia, appears plainly from Anaba
sis, v. 3, 7. This battle took place in August 394 n. c. 

Pausanias also will be founcl in harmony with this statement, as to the 
time of the banishment. 'Eoiwxi111 oe o:Sevo</Jwv inril 'Ai111vaiwv, i>r br~ (3arr
tl.€a rCiv !1'pawv, a¢ i at v e vv o v v ov r a, arpauiar µerarrxi;v Kvp't' 
11"o'Aeµiwrur<,J roii oqµov (iv, 6,4). Now it was not until 396 or 395 B. c., 
that the Persian king began to manifest the least symptoms of good-will 
towards Athens ; and not until the battle of Knidus (a little before the 
battle of Koroncia in the same year), that he testified his good-will by con
spicuous and effective service. If, therefore, the motive of the Athenians 
to banish Xenophon arose out of the good feeling on the part of the king 
of Persia toward them, the banishment could not have taken place before 
395 n. c., and is not likely to have taken place until after 394 B. o.; which 
is the intimation of Xenophon himself as above. 
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Having thus become an exile, Xenophon was allowed by the 
Lacedremonians to settle at Skillus, one of the villages of Triphy
lia, near Olympia in Pcloponnesus, which they bad recently eman
cipated from the Eleians. At one of the ensuing Qlympic festi
vals, l\legabyzus, the superintendent of the temple of Artemis at 
Ephesus, came over as a spectator; bringing with him the money 
which Xenophon had dedicated therein to the Ephesian Artemis. 
This money Xenophon invested in the purchase of lands at Skil
lus, to be consecrated in permanence to the goddess; having pre
viously consulted her by sacrifice to ascertain her approval of the 
site contemplated, which site was rceommernlcd to him by its 
resemblance in certain points to that of the Ephesian temple. 
Thus, there was near each of them a river called by the same 
name Selinus, having in it fish and a shelly bottom. Xenophon 
constructed a chapel, an altar, and a statue of the goddess made 
of cypress-wood: all exact copies, on a reduced scale, of the tem
ple and golden statue at Ephesus. A column near them was 
inscribed with the following words, - " This spot is sacred to 
Artemis. Whoever possesses the property and gathers its fruits, 
must sacrifice to her the tithe every year, and keep the chapel 

Lastly, Diogenes Lacrtius (ii, 52} states, wlrnt I believe to be the main 
truth, that the sentence of banishment was passed against Xenophon by the 
Athenians on the ground of his attachment to the Lacedremonians - itr~ 
AaK{,)Vtaµif;. 

Kruger and others seem to think that Xenophon was banished because 
he took service under Cyrus, who had been the bitter enemy of Athens. It 
is true that Sokrates, when first consulted, was apprehensive beforehand that 
this might b1-ing upon him the displeasure of Athens (Xen. Anab. iii, I, 5). 
But it is to be remembered that at this time, the king of Persia was just as 
much the enemy of Athens as Cyrus was ; and that Cyrus in fact had made 
war upon her with the forces and treasures of the king. Artaxerxes and 
Cyrus being thus, at that time, both memics of Athens, it was of little con
sequence to the Athenians whether Cyrns succeeded or failed in his enter
prise. But when Artaxerxes, six years afterwards, became their friend, 
their feelings towards his enemies were altered. 

The passage of Pausanias as above cited, if understood as asserting the 
main cause of Xenophon's banishment, is in my judgment inaccurate. 
Xenophon was banished.far Laconism, or attachment to Sparta against his 
country; the fact of his having served under Cyrus against Artaxerxes, 
counted at best only as a secondary motive. 
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in repair out of the remainder. Should any one omit this duty, 
the goddess herself will take the omission in hand." 1 

Immediately near the chapel was an orchard of every descrip
tion of fruit-trees, while the estate around comprised an extensive 
range of meadow, woodland, and mountain, -with the still loftier 
mountain called Pholoe adjoining. There was thus abundant pas
ture for horses, oxen, sheep, etc., and excellent hunting-ground 
near, for deer and other game; advantages not to be found near 
the Artemision at Ephesus. Residing hard by on his own pro
perty, allotted to him by the Lacedremonians, Xenophon superin
tended this estate as steward for the god<less ; looking perhaps to 
the sanctity of her name for protection from disturbance by the 
Eleians, who viewed with a jealous eye the Lacedremonian2 set
tlers at Skillus, and protested against the peace and convention 
promoted by Athens after the battle of Leuktra, because it recog
nized that place, along with the townships of Triphylia, as auto
nomous. Every year he made a splendid sacrifice, from the tithe 
of all the fruits of the property ; to which solemnity not only all 
the Skilluntines, but also all the neighboring villages, were invited. 
Booths were erected for the visitors, to whom the goddess fur
nished (this is the language of Xenophon) an ample dinner of 
barley-meal, wheaten loaves, meat, game, and sweetmeats; 3 the 
game being provided by a general hunt, which the sons of Xen
ophon conducted, and in which all the neighbors took part if they 
chose. The produce of the estate, saving this tithe and subject 
to the obligation of keeping the holy building in repair, was en
joyed by Xenophon himsel£ He had a keen relish for both 
hunting and horsemanship, and was among the first authors, so 
far as we know, who ever made these pursuits, with the manage
ment of horses and dogs, the subject of rational study and descrip
tion. 

Such was the use to which Xenophon applied the tithe voted 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 3, 13. Kai ar~'J..11 foT1]Ke 'll'apil. rov vanv, ypaµµa'Ta Exov
aa - 'Itpor 0 Xwpo1; Ti/!: 'Apr€µit501;. TOV &e exovra K.ai K.ap'll'ovµevov ~v µev 
OeK.UTf/V Kara{)veiv EKUUTOV ErOV!:, EK &e TOV 'll'epirTOV TOV vaov E71'£UKEVa!;eLV. 
EUV Oe TL!; µq 'll'Ot'ij TllVTa, Ta {}eifi µe'J..~aeL. 

1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 5, 2. 
3 Xen. Anab. v, 3, 9. ITapeixe <l' fJ i9eor TOi!: U/Cf/VOVULV a'J..ptra, C'ipTovr, 

olvov, 'Tpayi;µa'Ta, etc. 
VOL. JX, 8* 120~ 
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by the army at Kerasus to the Ephesian Artemis; the other 
tithe, voted at the eame time to Apollo, he dedicated at Delphi in 
the treasure-chamber of the Athenians, inscribing upon the offer
ing his own name and that of Proxenus. His residence being 
only at a di8tance of twenty stadia from the great temple of Olym
pia, he was enabled to enjoy society with every variety of Greeks, 
- and to obtain copious information about Grecian politics, chiefly 
from philo-Laconian informants, and with the Lacedmmonian point 
of view predominant in l1is own mind; while he had also leisure 
for the composition of l1is various works. The interesting descrip
tion which he himself gives of his residence at Skillus, implies a 
state of things not present and continuing,1 but past and gone; 
other testimonies too, though confused aml contradictory, seem to 
show that the Lacedmmonian settlement at Skillus lasted no longer 
than the power of Lacedmmon was adequate to maintain it. During 
the misfortunes which befel that city after the battle of Leuktra 
(371 B. c.), Xenophon, with his family and his follow-settlers, was 
expelled by the Elcians, aml is then said to have found shelter at 
Corinth. But as Athens soon came to be not only at peace, but 
fo intimate alliance, with Sparta, - the sentence of banishment 
against Xenophon was revoked; so that the latter part of his life 
was again passed in the enjoyment of his birthright as an Athe
nian citizen and Knight.2 Two of his sons, Gryllus and Diodorus, 
fought among the Athenian horsemen at the cavalry combat which 
preceded the battle of l\Iantineia, where the former was slain, 
after manifesting distinguished bravery; while his grandson Xen. 
ophon became in the next generation the subject of a pleading 
before the Athenian Dikastery, composed by the orator Dein. 
archus.a 

1 Xen. Anab. v, 3, 9. 
2 Diogen. Laert. ii, 53, 54, 59. l'ausanias (v, 6, 4) attests the reconquest 

of Skillus hy the Eleians, but adds (on the authority of the Elcian lfoyr1rat 
or show guides) that they permitted Xenophon, after a judicial examination 
before the Olympic Senate, to go on living there in peace. The latter point 
I apprehend to be incorrect. 

The latter works of Xenophon (De V cctigalibus, De Officio Magistri 
Equitum, etc.), seem plainly to imply that he had been restored to citizen. 
ship, and had coine again to take cognizance of politics at Athens. 

3 Diogen. Laert. ut sup. Dionys. Halie. De Dinarcho, p. 664, ed. Reiske. 
Dionysius mentions this oration under the title of 'Mrorrrarriov arro~oyia 
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On bringing this accomplii;hed and eminent leader to the close 
of that arduous retreat which he bad conducted with so much 
honor, I have thought it necessary to anticipate a little on the 
future, in order to take a glance at his subsequent destiny. To 
his exile (in this point of view not less useful than that of Thucy
dides) we probably owe many of those compositions from which 
so much of our knowledge of Grecian affairs is derived. But to 
the contemporary world, the retreat, which Xenophon so success
fully conducted, afforded a far more impressive lesson than any 
of his literary compositions. It taught in the most striking man
ner the impotence of the Persian land-force, manifested not less 
in the generals than in the soldiers. It proved that the Persian 
leaders were unfit for any systematic operations, even under the 
greatest possible advantages, against a small number of disciplined 
warriors resolutely bent on resistance; that they were too stupid 
and reckless even to obstruct the passage of rivers, or destroy 
roads, or cut off supplies. It more than confirmed the contempt
uous language applied to them by Cyrus himself, before the battle 
of Kunaxa ; when he proclaimed that he envied the Greeks their 
freedom, and that he was ashamed of the worthlessness of his 
own countrymen.I Against such pe1fect weakness and disorgan

Alaxii:lov 7rpo, Zevocf>wvra. And Diogenes also alludes to it-Ci, .p71rri t.ei
vapxn' lv rfiJ 7rpo' Zevo.pwvra U7rorrrarrivv. 

Schneider in his Epimetrum (ad calcem Anabaseos, p. 573), respecting 
the exile of Xenophon, argues as if the person against whom the oration 
of Deinarchns was directed, was Xenophon himself, the Cyrcian comman
der and author. But this, I think, is chronologically all but impossible; 
for Deinurchus was not born till 361 n. c., and composed his first oration in 
336 B. C. 

Yet Dcinarchus, in his speech against Xenophon, undoubtedly mentioned 
several facts respecting the Cyrcian Xenophon, which implies that the lat
ter was a relative of the person against whom the oration was directed. I 
venture to set him down us grandson, on that evidence, combined with the 
identity of name and the snitableness in point of time. Ile might well be 
the son of Gryllus, who was slain fighting at the battle of Mantineia in 
362 n. c. 

Nothing is more likely than that an orator, composing an oration against 
Xenophon the grandson, should touch upon the acts and character of Xen
ophon the grandfather; see for analogy, the oration of Isokrates, de Bigis, 
among others. 

' Xen. Anab. i, 7, 4. Compare Plutarch, Artaxerx. e. 20; and Isokrates, 
ranegyr. Or. iv, s. 168, 169 seq. 
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ization, nothing prevented the success of the Greeks along with 
Cyrus, except his own paroxysm of .fraternal antipathy.I And 
we shall perceive hereafter the military and political leaders of 
Greece, - Agesilaus, Jason of Pherre,2 and others down to Philip 
and Alexander,3 - firmly persuaded that with a tolerably nume
rous and well-appointed Grecian force, combined with exemption 
from Grecian enemies, they could succeed in overthrowing or dis
membering the Persian empire. This conviction, so important in 
the subsequent history of Greece, takes its date from the retreat 
of the Ten Thousand. 1Ve shall indeed find Persia exercising 
an important influence, for two generations to come, - and at the 
peace of Antalkidas an influence stronger than ever, - over the 
destinies of Greece. But this will be seen to arise from the 
treason of Sparta, the chief of the Hellenic world, who abandons 
the Asiatic Greeks, and even arms herself with the name and the 
force of Persia, for purposes of aggrandizement and dominion to 
hersel£ Persia is strong by being enabled to employ Hellenic 
strength against the Hellenic cause ; by lending money or a fleet 
to one side of the Grecian intestine parties, and thus becoming 
artificially strengthened against both. But the Xenophontic An
abasis betrays her real weakness against any vigorous attack; while 
it at the same time exemplifies the discipline, the endurance, the 
power of self-action and adaptation, the susceptibility of influence 
from speech and discussion, the combination of the reflecting obe
dience of citizens with the mechanical regularity of soldiers,
which confer such immortal distinction on the Hellenic character. 
The importance of this expedition and retreat, as an illustration 
of the Hellenic qualities and excellence, will justify the large 
space which has been devoted to it in this History. 

The last chapter of the Cyropredia of Xenophon (viii, 20, 21-26) expres
ses strenuously the like conviction, of the military feebleness and disorgan
ization of the Persian empire, not defensible without Grecian aid. 

I Isokrates, Orat. v, (Philipp.) s. 104-106. fioT/ o' eyKpaTei( .OoKoiivra~ 
e1vai (i.e. the Greeks under Klearchus) clia r~v Kvpov rrporrereiav 
Urv;rfiaat, etc. 

2 Isokrates, Orat. v, (Philipp.) s. 141 ; Xen. Hellen. vi, 1, 12. 
3 See the stress laid by Alexander the Great upon the adventures of tho 

Ten Thousand, in his speech to encourage his soldiers before the battle of 
Issus (Arrian, E. A. ii, 7, 8). 
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CHAPTER LXXII. 

GREECE UNDER THE LACED.EMONIAN E~IPIRE. 

THE three preceding Chapters have been devoted exclusively 
to the nan-ative of the Expedition and Retreat, immortalized by 
Xenophon, occupying the two years intervening between about 
April 401 B. c. and June 399 B. c. That event, replete as it is 
with interest and pregnant with important consequences, stands 
apart from the general sequence of Grecian affairs, - which se
quence I now resume. 

It will be recollected that as soon as Xenophon with his Ten 
Thousand waITiors descended from the rugged mountains between 
Armenia and the Euxine to the hospitable shelter of Trapezus, 
and began to lay their plans for returning to Central Greece, 
they found themselves within the Lacedremonian empire, unable 
to advance a step without consulting Lacedremonian dictation, and 
obliged, when they reached the Bosphorus, to endure without 
redress the harsh and treacherous usage of the Spartan officers, 
Anaxibius and Aristarchus. 

Of that empire the first origin has been set forth in my last 
preceding volume. It began with the decisive victory of JEgos
potami in the Hellespont (September or October 405 B.c.), where 
the Lacedremonian Lysander, without the loss of a man, got pos
session of the entire Athenian fleet and a large portion of their 
crews, - with the exception of eight or nine triremes with which 
the Athenian admiral Konon effected his escape to Euagoras at 
Cyprus. The whole power of Athens was thus annihilated, and 
nothing remained for the Lacedremonians to master except the 
city itself and Peirreus ; a consummation certain to happen, and 
actually brought to pass in April 404 B. c., when Lysander entered 
Athens in triumph, dismantled Peirreus, and demolished a large 
portion of the Long Walls. With the exception of Athens her
self, - whose citizens deferred the moment of subjection by an 
heroic, though unavailing, struggle against the horrors of famine, 
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- and of Samos, - no other Grecian city offered any resistance 
to Lysander after the battle of 1Egospotami; which in fact not 
only took away from Athens her whole naval force, but transfer
red it all over to him, and rendered him admiral of a larger 
Grecian fleet than had ever been seen together since the battle 
of Salamis. · 

I have recounted in my sixty-fifth chapter, the sixteen months 
of bitter suffering undergone by Athens immediately after her 
surrender. The loss of her fleet and power was aggravated by 
an extremity of internal oppression. Her oligarchical party and 
her exiles, returning after having served with the enemy against 
her, extorted from the public assembly, under the dictation of Ly
sander who attended it in person, the appointment of an omnipotent 
council of thirty for the ostensible purpose of framing a new consti
tution. These thirty rulers, - among whom Kritias was the most 
violent, and Theramenes (seemingly) the most moderate, or at 
least the soonest satiated, - perpetrated cruelty and spoliation on 
the largest scale, being protected against all resistance by a Lace
d::emonian harmost and garrison established in the acropolis. Be
sides numbers of citizens put to death, so many others were driven 
into exile with the loss of their property, that Thebes and the 
neighboring cities became crowded with them. After about eight 
months of unopposed tyranny, the Thirty found themselves for the 
first time attacked by Thrasybulus at the head of a small party 
of these exiles coming out of Bceotia. His bravery and good con
duct, - combined with the enormities of the Thirty, which became 
continually more nefarious, and to which even numerous oligarchi
cal citizens, as well as Theramenes himself, successively became 
victims, - enabled him soon to strengthen himself, to seize the 
Peirreus, and to carry on a civil war which ultimately put down 
the tyrants. 

These latter were obliged to invoke the aid of a new Laced::e
monian force. And had that force still continued at the disposal 
of Lysander, all resistance on the part of Athens would have been 
unavailing. But fortunately for the Athenians, the last few months 
had wrought material change in the dispositions both of the allies 
of Sparta and of many among her leading men. The allies, es
pecially Thebes and Corinth, not only relented in their hatred and· 
fear of Athens, now that she had lost her power, - but even sym
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pathized with her suffering exiles, and became disgusted with the 
self-willed encroachments of Sparta; while the Spartan king 
Pausanias, together with some of the ephors, were also jealous of 
the arbitrary and oppressive conduct of Lysander. Instead of 
conducting the Lacedremonian force to uphold at all price the Ly
samlrian oligarchy, Pausanias appeared ·rather as an equitable 
mediator to terminate the civil war. He refused to concur in any 
measure for obstructing the natural tendency towards a revival of 
the democracy. It was in this manner that Athens, rescued from 
that sanguinary and rapacious regime which has passed into history 
under the name of the Thirty Tyrants, was enabled to reappear 
as a humble and dependent member of the Spartan alliance, 
with nothing but the recollection of her former power, yet with 
her democracy again in vigorous and tutelary action for internal 
government. The just and gentle bearing of her democratical 
citizens, and the absence of reactionary antipathies, after such 
cruel ill-treatment,-are among the most honorable features in 
her history. 

The reader will find in my last volume, what I can only rapidly 
glance at here, the details of that system of bloodshed, spoliation, 
extinction of free speech and even of intellectual teaching, efforts 
to implicate innocent citizens as agents in judicial assassination, 
etc., - which stained the year of Anarchy (as it was termed in 
Athenian annals!) immedhitely following the surrender of the city. 
These details depend on evidence perfectly satisfactory; for they 
are conveyed to us chiefly by ~enophon, whose sympathies are 
decidedly oligarchical. From him too we learn another fact, 
not less pregnant with instruction ; that the knights or horsemen, 
the body of richest proprietors at Athens, were the mainstay of 
the Thirty from first to hu;t, notwithstanding all the enormities of 
their career. 

We learn from these dark, but well-attested details, to appreciate 
the auspices under which that period of history called the Lacedre
monian empire was inaugurated. Such phenomena were by no 
means confined within the walls of Athens. On the contrary, the 
year of Anarchy (using that term in the sense in which it wa.S 
employed by the Athenians) ari~ing out of the same combination 

1 Xrn. Hellen. ii, 3, I. 
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of causes and agents, was common to a very large proportion of 
the cities throughout Greece. The Lacedremonian admiral Ly
sander, during his first year of naval command, had organized 
in most of the allied cites factious combinations of some of the 
principal citizens, corresponding with himself personally; by whose 
efforts in their respective cities he was enabled to prosecute the war 
vigorously, and whom he repaid, partly by seconding as much as he 
could their injustices in their respective cities, - partly by promis
ing to strengthen their hands still farther as soon as victory should 
be made sure.I This policy, while it served as a stimulus against 
the common enemy, contributed still more directly to aggrandize 
Lysander himself; creating for him an ascendency of his own, and 
imposing upon him personal obligations towards adherents, apart 
from what was required by the interests of Sparta. 

The victory of JEgospotami, complete and decisive beyond all 
expectations either of friend or foe, enabled him to discharge these 
obligations with interest. All Greece at once made submission 
to the Laccdremonians,2 except Athens and Samos, - and these 
two only held out a few months. It was now the first business of 
the victorious commander to remunerate his adherents, and to take 
permanent security for Spartan dominion as well as for his own. 
In the greater number of cities, he established an oligarchy of ten 
citizens, or a dekarchy,3 composed of his own partisans; while he 
at the same time planted in each a Lacedremonian harmost or 
governor, with a garrison to uphold the new oligarchy. The dekar
chy often Lysandrian partisans, with the Lacedremonian harmost to 
sustain them, became the general scheme of Hellenic government 
throughout the JEgean, from Eubooa to the Thracian coast-towns, 
and from l\Iyletus to Byzantium. Lysander sailed round in per
son, with his victorious fleet, to Byzantium and Chalkedon, to the 
cities of Lesbos, to Thasos, and other places, - while he sent Ete
onikus to Thrace, for the purpose of thus recasting the govern
ments everywhere.' Not merely those cities which had hitherto 
been on the Athenian side, but also those which had acted as allies 

1 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 5. 2 Xen. Ilellen. ii, 2, 6. 
3 These Councils of Ten, organized by Lysander, are sometimes called 

Dekarc!ties -sometimes Dd:adarchies. I use the former word by preference; 
since the word Dekadarclt is also employed hy Xenophon in another and· 
very different sense - as meaning an officer who romman<ls a dekad. 
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of Sparta, were subjected to the same intestine revolution and the 
same foreign constraint.I Everywhere the new Lysandrian dekar
chy superseded the previous governments, whether oligarchical or 
democratical. 

At Thasus, as well as in other places, this revolution was not 
accomplished without much bloodshed as well as treacherous 
stratagem, nor did Lysander himself scruple to enforce, personally 
and by his own presence, the execution and expulsion of suspected 
citizens.\l In many places, however, simple terrorism probably 
sufficed. The new Lysandrian Ten overawed resistance and pro
cured recognition of their usurpation by the menace of inviting the 
victorious admiral with his fleet of two hundred sail, and by the 
simple arrival of the Lacedremonian harmost. Not only was each 
town obliged to provide a fortified citadel and maintenance for this 
governor with his garrison, but a scheme of tribute, amounting to 
one thousand talents annually, was imposed for the future, and 
assessed ratably upon each city by Lysander.3 

In what spirit these new dekarchies would govern, consisting 
as they did of picked oligarchical partisans distinguished for au
dacity and ambition,4- who, to all the unscrupulous lust of power 
which characterized Lysander himself, added a thirst for personal 
gain, from which he was exempt, and were now about to reimburse 

1 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 13. 
KaTaitvt.JV cli: Tovr; o~µovr; Kal TU!," UAAar; 'lrOAlTela!,", {va µi:v apµor;ryv lK&.r;

Tll Aa1<eoa1µ6vtov KaTeAme, OiKa oi: up;i:ovTar; lK TWV vrr' avTOV r;vyKeKpOT1/µe
'VlJV KaTa 'lrOAlV fraipetwv. Kat Ta'iiTa rrpaTTlJV 6µ 0 i loJ r; l v Te Ta l r; 
7r0A eµia tr; "al Talr; r;v µ µ uxot r; ye ye v 1J µev atr; rr6 '1.e !It, rrape
rr7i.et r;,yo7i.ait.Jr; Tprirrov nva 1<aTarr1<evai;6µevor; fovTCiJ T~v Ti;r; 'EA.A.aoor; *reµo
viav. Compare Xen. Hellen. ii, 2, 2-5; Dio<lor. xiii, 3, IO, 13. 

! Plutarch, Lysaud. c. 13. r.o;Ualr; rrapaytv6µevor; avTor; r;<jiayalr; Kat uvv
eK{3a7i.Aoiv Tovr; Twv ¢i7i.t.Jv lx:rJpoi!r; ovK lrrmK'i:r; Mioov Toir; "E7i.A.11ut clelyµa 
Ti;r; AaKeOatµovit.Jv upxi;r;, etc. 

Plutarch, Lysand. c. 14. Ka? T<)v µi:v uA.'1.t.Jv rr6Aet.Jv oµa7i.wr; arrar;wv 
1caTi7i.ve Tar; rro7i.1uiar; Kat KarJirIT1J 0e1<aoapxia» rroA./,,Oiv µi:v lv e1<ar;Tll u<jia'T
Toµtvt.Jv, rroA.'1.wv cli: <jievyavTt.JV, etc . 

.About the massacre at Thasus, see Cornelius Nepos, Lysand. c. 2; Poly
am. i, 45, 4. Compare J>lutarch, Lysand. c. 19; and see Vol. VIII, Ch. 
lxv, p. 220 of this History. 

3 Diodor. xiv, 10. Compare Isokrates, Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 151; Xen. 
Hellen. iv, 8, l. 

' Plutarch, Lysand. c. 13. TOV Ava&.vopov rwv oAiyt.JV rolr; rJpa!IVTUTOl' 
1eai ¢17i.ove11eoraT01• ril> rr6Aet> lyxe1pii;ovTor;. 

http:oAiyt.JV
http:jievyavTt.JV
http:rroA.'1.wv
http:To�tvt.Jv
http:1caTi7i.ve
http:o�a7i.wr
http:rr6Aet.Jv
http:uA.'1.t.Jv
http:AaKeOat�ovit.Jv
http:i7i.t.Jv
http:r;,yo7i.ait.Jr
http:KaTaitvt.JV
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themselves for services already rendered to him, - the general 
analogy of Grecian history would sufficiently teach us, though we 
are without special details. But in reference to this point, we have 
not merely general analogy to guide us; we have farther the paral
lel case of the Thirty at Athens, the particulars of whose rule are 
well known and have already been alluded to. These Thirty, with 
the exception of the difference of number, were to all intents and 
purposes a Lysandrian dekarchy; created by the same originating 
force, placed under the like circumstances, and animated by the 
like spirit and interests. Every subject town would produce its 
Kritias and Theramenes, and its body of wealthy citizens like the 
knights or horsemen at Athens to abet their oppressions, under 
Lacedremonian patronage and the covering guard of the Lacedre
monian harmost. l\Ioreover, Kritias, with all his vices, was likely 
to be better rather than worse, as compared with his oligarchical 
parallel in any other less cultivated city. He was a man of letters 
and philosophy, accustomed to the conversation of Sokrates, and 
to the discussion of ethical and social questions. 'Ve may say the 
same of the knights or horsemen at Athens. Urnloubtedly they 
had been better educated, and had been exposed to more liberal
izing and improving influences, than the corresponding class else
where. If, then, these knights at Athens had no shame in serving 
as accomplices to the Thirty throughout all their .-enormities, we 
need not fear to presume that other cities would fumish a body of 
wealthy men yet more unscrupulous, and a leader at least as san
guinary, rapacious, and full ofantipathies, as Kritias. As at Athens, 
so elsewhere ; the dekarchs would begin by putting to death noto
rious political opponents, under the name of "the wicked men ;"I 
they would next proceed to deal in the same manner with men of 
known probity and courage, likely to take a leml in resisting op
pression.2 Their career of blood would continue, - in spite of 
remonstrances from more moderate persons among their own num

1 Xen. Hellen. ii, 3, 13 . 
• • • frmaav Afoavopov <f>povpovr: a<jifot ~vµrrpu;at Ddhiv, for; tl~ roi!r: '7rO· 

v 11 po v r: tKrrotlwv 7rOt7Jaaµevot Karaar~aatvro r~v 7ral.tniav, etc. 
1 Xen. Hellen. ii, 3, 14. Twv tle ¢povpwv rovrov (the harmost) ;vµrriµ"lr

ovror: avrolr;, ovr: l(JoV'Aovro, ~vve'Aaµ(3avov OVKErl Toiir; 7rOV7JPOV!: Kat oAiyov 
uiiovi;, aAA.' 1i07J OV( l:voµt!;ov ~Kll7Ta µev 7rapGJ{Jovµevovi; avr:i:;ea{}at, UVTl7rpaT
Tet'JJ de TL lTrt;tetpovvrar: 7rl.eforovi; roi)> ~vve{}i'Aovrai; Aaµ(3U.vetv. 
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ber, like Theramenes,- until they contrived some stratagem for 
disarming the citizens, which would enable them to gratify both 
their antipathies and their rapacity by victims still more numerous, 
- many of such victims being wealthy men, selected for purposes 
of pure spoliation.I They would next despatch by force any obtru
sive monitor from their own number, like Theramenes ; probably 
with far less ceremony than accompanied the perpetration of this 
crime at Athens, where we may trace the effect of those judicial 
forms and habits to which the Athenian public had been habitu
ated, - ovelTuled indeed, yet still not forgotten. There would 
hardly remain any fresh enormity still to commit, over and above 
the multiplied executions, except to banish from the city all but 
their own immediate partisans, and to reward these latter with 
choice estates confiscated from the victims.2 If called upon to 
excuse such tyranny, the leader of a dekarchy would have suffi
cient invention to employ the plea of Kritias, - that all changes 
of government were unavoidably death-dealing, and that nothing 
less than such stringent measures would suffice to maintain his 
city in suitable dependence upon Sparta.a 

Of course, it is not my purpose to affirm that in any other city, 
precisely the same phenomena took place as those which occurred 
in Athens. But we are nevertheless perfectly warranted in re
garding the history of the Athenian Thirty as a fair sample, from 
whence to derive our idea of those Lysandrian dekarchies which 
now overspread the Grecian world. Doubtless, each had its own 
peculiar march; some were less tyrannical ; but, perhaps, some 
even more tyrannical, regard being had to the size of the city. 
And in point of fact, Isokrates, who speaks with indignant horror 
of these dekarchies, while he denounces those features which they 
had in common with the triakontarchy at Athens,-extrajudicial 
murders, spoliations, and bani~hments, - notices one enormity be
sides, which we do not find in the latter, violent outrages upon boys 
and women.4 Nothing of this kind is ascribed to Kritias and his 

1 Xen. Hellen, ii, 3, 21. • Xen. Hellen. ii, 4. I. 
3 Xcn. Hellen. ii, 3, 24-32 Kat elut µev ofJrrov rrillraL µera,3o/..at 'r.OALTe

lWV -.'favar~<f>opot, etc. • 
' Isokratcs Orat. iv, (Pancgyr.) s. 127-132 (c. 32). 
He has been speaking, at some length, and in tenns of energetic denun

ciation, against the enormities of the dekarchies. Ile concludes by saying 
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companions ; I and it is a considerable proof of the restraining force 
of Athenian manners, that men who inflicted so much evil in grati
fication of other violent impulses, should have stopped short here. 
The decemvirs named by Lysander, like the decemvir Appius 
Claudius at Rome, would find themselves armed with power to 
satiate their lusts as well as their antipathies, and would not be 
more likely to set bounds to the former than to the latter. Lysan
der, in all the overweening insolence of victory, while rewarding 
his most devoted partisans with an exaltation comprising every 
sort of license and tyranny, stained the dependent cities with 
countless murders, perpetrated on private as well as on public 
grounds.'.! No individual Greek had ever before wielded so pro
digious a power of enriching friends or destroying enemies, in this 
universal reorganization of Greece ;3 nor was there ever any 
power more deplorably abused. 

It was thus that the Lacedremonian empire imposed upon each 
of the subject cities a double oppression ;4 the native decemvirs, 
and the foreign harmost ; each abetting the other, and forming 
together an aggravated pressure upon the citizens, from which 
scarce any escape was left. The Thirty at Athens paid the great
est possible court to the harmost Kallibius,5 and put to death 

- <l>vyut; Ji: Kat <fTCUIElt; Kat voµ(,)V <fV)'XV<ftlt; Kat 'IWAlTeti:Jv µeraf3oAut;, l T' 
de rra,oi:Jv 1Jf3pett; Kat yvvatKi:Jv ala;rvvai; Kat ;rp11µur(,)v 
ap 'It" a yu i;, Ti, av ovvatTO ou;eAi'teZv; 'l!"A~v TO(fUVTOV elrreiv tx(,) 1ca-&' U'l!"• 
avr(,)v, llrt TU µi:v lrp' ~µi:Jv OtlVU pq,ofoi; UV Tlt; evt 11•11¢iaµart OtfAV<rt, Tut; oi: 
a¢ayui; Kat rut; avoµiai; rut; E'l!"t rovT(,)V ytvoµivat; ovodt; av luaaa-&ai ov
vatTO. 

See also, of the same author, Isokrates, Orat. v, (Philipp.) s. I IO; Orat. 
viii, (de Pace) s. ll9-124; Or. xii, (Panath.) s. 58, 60, 106. 

1 ·we may infer that if Xenophon had heard anything of the sort re
specting Kritias, he would hardly have been averse to mention it; when we 
read what he says (llfomorab. i, 2, 29.) Compare a curious passage about 
Kritias in Dion. Chrysostom. Or. xxi, p. 270 . 

• Plutarch Lysand.c.19. 'Hv oe Kat TOJV aAA<.>V lv rali; 'll"OAt<fl or;µornci:Jv 
¢6vot; OVIC ap1&µ11rot;, UTE rJ~ µ~ KaT' lrJiai; µ6vov alriai; aVTOV KTttVOVTOt;, aA.l.il 
'l!'OAAair µ'i:v l;r-&patt;, rroUai> oe rr/,eovt?iaii;, ri:Jv eKaaru;ro-&t ¢iA(,)V ;rapi,oµ· 
ivov Til roiaiira Kal avvepyovvrot;; also Pausanias, vii, IO, 1 ; ix, 32, 6. 

3 Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 7. • 
' See the speech of the Theban envoys at Athens, about eight years after 

the surrender of Athens (Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 13) . 
• •• Ovcle yup ¢vyeiv t;iiv (Plutarch, Lysand. c. 19). 
6 Xen. Hellen. ii, 3, 13. 

http:Lysand.c.19
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individual Athenians offensive to him, in order to purchase his co
operation in their own violences. The few details which we 
possess respecting these harmosts (who continued throughout the 
insular and maritime cities for about ten years, until the battle of 
Knidus, or as long as the maritime empire of Sparta lasted, 
but in various continental dependencies considerably longer, that is, 
until the defeat of Leuktra in 371 B. c.), are all for the most part 
discreditable. We have seen in the last chapter the description 
given by the philo-Laconian Xenophon, of the harsh and treach
erous manner in which they acted towards the returning Cy
reian soldiers, combined with their corrupt subservience to Phar
nabazus. "\Ve learn from him that it depended upon the fiat 
of a Laced::emonian harmost whether these soldiers should be 
proclaimed enemies and excluded forever from their native cit

• 	 ies; and Kleander, the harmost of Byzantium, who at first threat
ened them with this treatment, was only induced by the most 
unlimited submission, combined with very delicate management, 
to withdraw his menace. The cruel proceeding of Anaxibius 
and Aristarchus, who went so far as to sell four hundred of these 
soldiers into slavery, has been recounted a few pages above. 
Nothing can be more arbitrary or reckless than their proceedings. 
If they could behave thus towards a body of Greek soldiers full 
of acquired glory, effective either as friends or as enemies, and hav
ing generals capable of prosecuting their collective interests and 
making their complaints heard, - what protection would a private 
citizen of any subject city, Byzantium or Perinthus, be likely to 
enjoy against their oppression? 

The story of Ari,;todernus, the harrnost of Oreus in Eubrea, 
evinces that no justice could be obtained against any of their enor-

TOV µ"i:v KaUif3wv Wepa1T:£VOV 1T:UfJ1) '9-epa1T:eii;i, w~ 'TT:UVTa E1T:atvoi11, u1CpUT· 
roiev, etc. (Plutarch, Lysaud. c. 15). 

The Thirty seem to have outdone Lysander himself. A young Athenian 
of rank, distinguished as a victor in the pankratium, Autolykus, -having 
been insulted by Kallibius, resented it, tripped him up, and threw him down. 
Lysander, on being appealed to, justified Autolykus, and censured Knllibius, 
telling him that he did not know how to govern freemen. The Thirty, 
however, afterwards put Autolykus to death, as a means of courting Kalli· 
bi us (Plutarch, Lysand. c. 15). Pausanius mentions Etronikus (not Kallibius) 
as·the person who struck Autolykus; but he ascribes the same decision to 
Lysander (ix, 32, 3). 
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mities from the ephors of Sparta. That harmost, among many other 
acts of brutal violence, seized a beautiful youth, son of a free citizen 
at Oreus, out of the pahestra, - carried him off,- and after vainly 
endeavoring to overcome his resistance, put him to death. The 
father of the youth went to Sparta, made known the atrocities, 
and appealed to the ephors and Senate for redress. But a deaf 
ear was turned to his complaints, and in anguish of mind he slew 
himself. Indeed, we know that these Spartan authorities would 
grant no redress, not merely against harmosts, but even against 
private Spartan citizens, who had been guilty of gross crime out of 
their own country. A Bccotian near Leuktra, named Skedasus, pre
ferred complaint that two Spartans, on their way from Delphi, after 
having been hospitably entertained in his house, had first violated, 
and afterwards killed, his two daughters; but even for so flagitious 
an outrage as this, no redress could be obtained.I Doubtless, when • 
a powerful foreign ally, like the Persian satrap Pharnabazus,2 
complained to the ephors of the conduct of a Lacedrernonian har
most or admiral, his representations would receive attention ; and 
we learn that the ephors were thus induced not merely to recall 
Lysander from the Hellespont, but to put to death another officer, 
Thorax, for corrupt appropriation of money. But for a private 
citizen in any subject city, the superintending authority of Sparta 
would be not merely remote but deaf and immovable, so as to 
afford him no protection whatever, and to leave him altogether at 
the mercy of the harmost. It seems, too, that the rigor of Spartan 
training, and peculiarity of habits, rendered individual Lacedremo
nians on foreign service more self-willed, more incapable of enter
ing into the customs or feelings of others, and more liable to 
degenerate when set free from the strict watch of home, - than 
other Greeks generally.3 

1 Plutarch, Amator. Narration, p. 773 ; Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 20. In 
Diodorus (xv, 54) and Pausanias, (ix, 13, 2), the damsels thus outraged 
are stated to haYe slain themselves. Compare another story in Xenoph. 
Hellen. v, 4, 56, 57. 

9 Plutarch, Lysand. c, 19. 
3 This seems to have been the impression not merely of the enemies of 

Sparta, bnt eveu of the Spartan authorities themselves. Compare two 
remarkable passages of Thucydides, i, 77, and i, 95. •Aµucra yap (says the 
Athenian envoy at Sparta) TU re 1<art' vµa, aVTOV!;' voµtµa Toi• aA.A.ot• lxere, 
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Taking all these causes of evil together, - the dekarchies, the 
harmosts, and the overwhelming dictatorship of Lysander,- and 
construing other parts of the Grecian world by the analogy of 
Athens under the Thirty, - we shall be warranted in affirming 
that the first years of the Spartan Empire, which followed upon 
the victory of .lEgospotami, were years of all-pervading tyranny 
and multifarious intestine calamity, such as Greece had never 
before endured. The hardships of war, severe in many ways, 
were now at an end, but they were replaced by a state of suffer
ing not the less difficult to bear because it was called peace. And 
what made the suffering yet more intolerable was, that it was a 
bitter disappointment, and a flagrant violation of promises pro
claimed, repeatedly and explicitly, by the Laced:.emonians them
selves. 

For more than thirty years preceding, - from times earlier 
than the commencement of the Peloponnesian war, - the Spar
tans had professed to interfere only for the purpose of liberating 
Greece, and of putting down the usurped ascendency of Athens. 
All the allies of Sparta had been invited into strenuous action, 
all those of Athens had been urged to revolt, - under the soul
stirring cry of " Freedom to Greece." The earliest incitements 
addressed by the Corinthians to Sparta in 432 B. c., immediately 
after the Korkyrrean dispute, called upon her to stand forward in 
fulfilment of her recognized function as " Liberator of Greece," 
and denounced her as guilty of connivance with Athens if she 
held back.• Athens was branded as the "despot city;" which 
had already absorbed the independence of many Greeks, and 

ital 7rpoufrt elr eKaUTO> litwv OVTE TOVTOl> XPQTal, ov&' ok ii UAA1J 'EA.A.a, vo
µlt;e1. 

After the recall of the regent Pausanias and of Dorkis from the Helles
pont (in 477 n. c.), the Lacedremonians refuse to send out any successor, 
<jwj3ovµevot µ1/ urpiutv ol t;16vre> xeipov> yiyvwvmt, o7rep Kat tv Tei> Ilavuavi!' 
lveiclov, etc. (i, 95.) 

Compare Plutarch Apophtheg. Laconic. p. 220 F. 
t Thucyd. i, 69. ov yup oclov.Awuaµevor, cz.A.A' o clvvaµevor µ'tv 'ITaiiuat, 

7rtptop!Jv cli:, UATJi'.tfonpov GVTO Op{j,, tiirtp Kat Ti)V a;tWC1lV TQ> aptTQ> Oir EAE• 
v&ep!Jv Ti)v 'EA.Aaoa tplperat. 

To the like purpose the second speech of the Corinthian envoys at 
Sparta, c. 122-124 - µij µ£.AA.ere Iloriouiaratr re 'ITotefo&at rtµ"'piav 
i.:a2 ;!Jv aUwv µereA.&elv Tijv l/.cv&tpiav, etc 
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menaced that of all the rest. The last formal requisition borne 
by the Laced::emonian envoys to Athens in the winter immediate
ly preceding the war, ran thus, - " If you desire the continuance 
of peace with Sparta, restore to the Greeks their autonomy." 1 

When Archidamus, king of Sparta, approached at the head of his 
army to besiege Plat::ea, the Plat::eans laid claim to autonomy as 
having been solemnly guaranteed to them by King Pausanias 
after the great victory near their town. Upon which Archidamus 
replied, - " Your demand is just ; we are prepared to confirm 
9our autonomy, - but we call upon you to aid us iu securing the 
like for those other Greeks who have been enslaved by Athens. 
This is the sole purpose of our great present effort." 2 And the 
banner of general enfranchisement, which the Laced::emonians 
thus held up at the outset of the war, enlisted in their cause 
encouraging sympathy and good wishes throughout Greece.3 

But the most striking illustration by far, of the seductive pro
mises held out by the Laceda~monians, was afforded by the con
duct of Brasidas in Thrace, when he first came into the neighbor
hood of the Athenian allies during the eighth year of the war 
( 424 B. c.). In his memorable discourse addressed to the public as
sembly at Akanthus, he takes the greatest pains to satisfy them that 
he came only for the purpose of realizing the promise of enfran• 
chisement proclaimed by the Lacedremonians at the beginning of 
the war.4 Having expected, when acting in such a cause, nothing 

1 Thucyd. i, 139. Compare Isokrates, Or. iv, Panegyr. c. 34, s. 140; Or. 
v, (Philipp.) s. 121; Or. xiv, (Plataic.) s. 43 . 

• Thucyd. ii, 72. IIapa<rKevi'/ oe TOU1}0e 1ca2 r.o/,,eµoi; yeyt'V1}Ta£ avriJv liveKa 
Kat TQV Ul,A<.JV i}..ev{}epwuwi;, 

Read also the speech of the Theban orator, in reply to the Platrean, after 
the capture of the towu by the Lacedremonians (iii, 63). 
- Thucyd. ii, s. fJ Ve evvota r.apu r.oAv lr.oiet TWV uv{}pCJr.wv µ<iAJ..OV li;3 

rovi; AaKeOatµoviovi;, u}.. /,,wi; Te Kat r.poemovrwv ort r~v 'EAAUOa l/,,ev{}epofi
(1LV. 

See also iii, 13, 14 - the speech of the envoys from the revolted Mity!ene, 
to the Lacc<lremonians. 

The Laccdremonian admiral Alkidas with his fleet, is announced as cros
sing OYer the JEgean to Ionia for the purpose of "liberating Greece;" ac
cordingly, the Samian exiles remonstrate with him for killing his prisoners, 
as in contradiction with that ohject (iii, 32) - EAeyov ov rn/,,wi; µ~v 'E/,,/,,&oa 
lAw&epovv avrilv, el uvopar otit/J{}etpev, etc. . 

' Thucyd. iv, 85. 'H µ'i:v lKr.eµ¢ii; µov Ka£ ri/' urpartai; vr.o AaKeOatµoviwv, 

http:uv{}pCJr.wv
http:Ul,A<.JV
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PROFESSIO~S OF BRASIDAS. 

less than a hearty welcome, he is astonished to find their gates 
closed against him. "I am come (said he) not to injure, but to 
liberate the Greeks; after binding the Laced.:cmonian authorities 
by the most solemn oaths, that all whom I may bring over shall 
be dealt with as autonomous allies. \Ye do not wish to obtain 
you as allies either by force or fraud, but to act as your allies at a 
time when you arc enslaved by the Athenians. You ought not. 
to suspect my purposes, in the face of these solemn assurances ; 
least of all ought any man to hold back through apprehension of 
private enmities, and through fear lest I should put the city into 
the hands of a few chosen partisans. I am not come to identify 
myself with local faction : I am not the man to offer you an 
unreal liberty by breaking down your established constitution, for 
the purpose of enslaving either the ]U:my to the Few, or the :Few 
to the ::Uany. That woulLl be more intolerable even than foreign 
dominion ; and we Lacecl~monians bhoulcl incur nothing but re
proach, instcacl of reaping thanks and honor for our trouble. We 
shoulcl draw upon ourseh-cs those very censures, upon the strength 
of which we are trying to put down .Athens; and that, too, in 
aggravated measure, worse than those who have never made 
honorable profestiions ; since to men in high position, specious 
trick is more disgraceful than open violence.I - If (continued Bra
sidas) in spite of my assurances, you still withhold from me your 
cooperation, I shall think myself authorized to constrain you by 
force. 1Ve should not be warranted in forcing freedom on any 

,;, 'A1divt'Jto1, yeyiv17mt T~V alr[av bm/.17!JeVoV(Ja 7}v apxo,uevot roii 11:0/iiµov 
rrpot:ir.oµev, 'A1J17vaiott; tAevt'Jepoiivui; ri/v 'Ei\.i\.iioa rroi\.eµ· 
i}tutv. 

Thucyd. h·, 85. Abril,- re oh ld KaK{iJ, b' {}.evt'Jepwrret oe TWV 'Ei\.i\.fJ. 
vCJv rrapeli.fj~.vt'Ja, 8pKott; re AaKEOatµoviCJv Kara~.api:Jv ra rii\.17 rolt; µeyiaroti;, 
fJ µ7/v ovi; UV lyCJye trpMaycq(,)µat fv11µ&.xovi; foeai'Jat avrovoµovi; •• •••••••• 
Kat et Tit; ioi~ Ttva Oeou:ii; U.pa, µ7/ tyw Ttt;t r.poai'Jw rijv 11:oi\.1v, arrp6t'Jvµ6i; 
fort, 11:&.vr(,)v µ&.i\.trrra rrtrrrevrr&.r(,). Ob yap rrv(Jrarrtut;(,)V 
fJ K(,), OVOe aaa<Ji'i] TijV li\.ev!Jrpiav VOµt(CJ Errt</Jepetv, fl, T0 1T: UT pt 0 V 1T: ap et (1 

rli 11:!..to v rolt; bi\.iyoii;, 7} ril lii\.aarrov roli; rriim, oovi\.wrratµt. Xail.e
rrwrepa yup UV r'i]t; ail.il.of,biii\.ov apxi/i; ei17, KtU fjµlv rolt; Aatcc
oatµoviott; OVK UV avr2 1T:QVCJV xaptt; Kai'Jirrratro, avr2 oe rtµi/> Kat 06f17t; alria 
µail.l.ov· oli; Te rovi; 'AiJ17va£ovi; lyKil.i/µarrt Kara.'lro'Aeµovµev, 
avro2 av <,batvoiµeiJa lxiJiova 7/ 6 µ1/ V'lrOOetfat; apeT1/V Ka
Taf(Twµevot. 

VOL. IX. 9 13oc. 
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unwilling parties, except with a view to some common good. But 
as we seek not empire for ourselves, - as we struggle only to put 
down the empire of others, - as we offer autonomy to each and 
all, - so we should do wrong to the majority if we allowed you 
to persist in your opposition." 1 

Like the allied sovereigns of Europe in 1813, who, requiring 
the most strenuous efforts on the part of the people to contend 
against the Emperor Napoleon, promised free constitutions and 
granted nothing after the victory had been assured, - the Lace
dremonians thus held out the most emphatic and repeated assur
ances of general autonomy in order to enlist allies against Athens ; 
disavowing, even ostentatiously, any aim at empire for themselves. 
It is true, that after the great catastrophe before Syracuse, when 
the ruin of Athens appeared imminent, and when the alliance 
with the Persian satraps against her was first brought to pass, 
the Lacedremonians began to think more of empire,'.! and less of 
Grecian freedom ; which, indeed, so far as concerned the Greeks 
on the continent of Asia, was surrendered to Persia. Neverthe
less the old watchword still continued. It was still currently 
believed, though less studiously professed, that the destruction of 
the Athenian empire was aimed at as a means tel the liberation 
of Greece.3 

The victory of 1Egospotami with its consequences cruelly unde
ceived every one. The language of Brasidas, sanctioned by the 
solemn oaths of the Lacedremonian ephors,in 424B. c.-and the 
proceedings of the Lacedremonian Lysander in 405-404 B. c., the 
commencing hour of Spartan omnipotence, - stand in such literal 
and flagrant contradiction, that we might almost imagine the former 
to have foreseen the possibility of such a successor, and to have tried 
to disgrace and disarm him beforehand. The dekarchies of Ly-

l Thucyd. iv, 87. OMe orpeil.oµev ol Aa1<eva1µ6vwt µ~ "0 l v 0 ii TI v 0 r: 
aya~oii alTtq; Tovr; µ~ (3ov/,,oµivovr; lAev~epoiiv. Ovo' aii 
apxJH erpt€µe~a, 'lraiiuat ell: µali).ov l:rtpovr; mrevvovur: TOt'r: 'lrAtiovr; ILv 
atJtKoiµev, el ~V µ 'lrU Ut V a VTOV oµt a V E'Ir t pep 0 V Te r; vµar; Tovr; evav
TtOVµevovr; 'lrtpldotµev. Compare Isokrates, Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 140, 141. 

1 Feelings of the Lacedremonians during the winter immediately succeed
ing the great Syracusan catastrophe (Thuc. viii, 2)- 1<al Ka~el..6vur; e1<ei
vovr: (the Athenians) avroi riir: 'lrap7Jr: 'EAAaoor; iJo1J aarpa·M,r: fiyfiueu~at. 

1 Compare Thucyd. viii, 43,.3; viii, 46, 3. 
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sander realized that precise ascendency of a few chosen partisans 
which Brasidas repudiates as an abomination worse than foreign 
dominion; while the harmosts and garrison, installed in the de
pendent cities along with the native decemvirs, planted the second 
variety of mischief as well as the first, each aggravating the other. 
Had the noble-minded Kallikratidas gained a victory at Arginusre, 
and lived to close the war, he would probably have tried, with more 
or less of success, to make some approach to the promises of Bra
sidas. But it was the double misfortune of Greece, first that the 
closing victory was gained by such an admiral as Lysander, the 
most unscrupulous of all power-seekers, partly for his country, and 
still more for himself, - next, that the victory was so decisive, 
sudden and imposing, as to leave no enemy standing, or in a po
sition to insist upon terms. The fiat of Lysander, acting in the 
name of Sparta, became omnipotent, not merely over enemies, but 
over allies ; and to a certain degree even over the Spartan authori
ties themselves. There was no present necessity for conciliating 
allies,- still less for acting up to former engagements; so that 
nothing remained to oppose the naturally ambitions inspirations of 
the Spartan ephors, who allowed the admiral to carry out the de
tails in his own way. But former assurances, though Sparta was 
in a condition to disregard them, were not forgotten by others ; and 
the recollection of them imparted additional bitterness to the op
pres8ions of the decemvirs and harmosts.I In perfect consistency 

' This is emphatically set forth in a fragment of Thcopompus the his
torian, preserved by Thcodorus Mctochita, and printed at the end of the 
collection of the :Fragments of Thcopompus the historian, both by 'Vich
ers and by M. Didot. Both these editors, however, insert it only as :Frag
mentum Spurium, on the authority of Plutarch (Lysander, c. 13), who 
quotes the same sentiment from the comic writer Theopompus. But the 
passage of Theodorus Metochita presents the express words Oeurroµrror; o 
foroptt<or;. We have, therefore, his distinct affirmation against that of Plu
tarch; and the question is, which of the two we are to believe. 

Now if any one will read attentively the so-called :Fragmentnm Spurium 
as it stands at the end of the collections above referred to, he will see (I 
think) that it belongs much more naturally to the historian than to the 
comic writer. It is a strictly historical statement, illustrated by a telling, 
though coarse, comparison. 'fhe :Fragment is thus presented by Theodo
rus l\:letochita (Fragm. Theopomp. 344, ed. Didot). 

ee01r:oµrror; 0 iuroptt<or; U1r0(11<W1rTl..JV elr; roi>r; Aa1<eoatµoviovr;, Ett<al;tv avroiir; 
rair; .pavA.at> Kll1r1JALutv, aZ Tol• ;(p1..Jµevotr; lrxiovuat ri)v upxi)v olvov iJovv Te 
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with her misrule throughout Eastern Greece,t too, Sparta identified 
·herself with the energetic tyranny of Dionysius at Syracnse, as
sisting both to erect and to uphold it; a contradiction to her former 
maxims of action which would have astounded the historian He
rodotus. 

The empire of Sparta thus constituted at the end of 405 n. c., 
maintained itself in full grandeur for somewhat above ten years, 
until the naval battle of Knidus,2 in 394 B. c. That defeat de

/<at evx.pTJG·TOV ao'f!tartKW' tm T~ A1J1/let TOV upyvpiov, µdJvarepov j'>av:lov 
rtva Kat iKrporriav Kat o~iVTJV KaraKtpvwai Kat rrapix_ovral' Kat rov, AaKeoat
µoviov, roivvv l?.eye, TOV avrilv i-Keivat, rporrov, tv re;, Karil. TWV 'A{}TJvaiwv 
rroAfµ<,J, T~V upx_~v ~oiar<,J rroµart T~- urr' 'A{}1Jvaiwv t:lev{}epia, Kat rrpoypuµ· 
µart Kat KT/pvyµart rov, •EAA1JVa, oeA.eaaavra,, varepov 7rlKporara a'fliatv 
ey;r.fot Kat U1J0Earara Kpaµara {3tori/, trrc.irJvvov Kat x.p~aec.i, rrpayµartJV UA• 
yttVWV, 'TrUVV TOI Kararvpavvoiivra, ru, 7roAet, OeKapx_iat, Kat apµoarai• {3apv
rarot,, Kat rrparroµevov,, U Ovax_epi:, elvat a'floopa Kat uVV'TrOlGTOV 'flipetv, Kat 
UrroKTtvvVval. 

Plutarch, ascribing the statement to the comic Theopompus, afllrms him 
to be silly (fotKe A17peiv) in saying that the Lacedtemonian empire began by 
being sweet and pleasant, and afterwards was corrnptcd and turned into 
bitterness and oppression; whereas the fact was, that it was bitterness and 
oppression from the very first. 

Now if we read the above citation from Theodorus, we shall see that 
Theopompus did not really put forth that assertion which Plutarch contra
dicts as silly and untrue. 

'Vhat Theopompus stated was, that the first Lacedromonians, during th8 
war against Athens, tempted the Greeks with a most delicious draught and 
programme and proclamation of freedom from the rule of Athens, - and that 
they afterwards poured iu the most bitter and repulsive mixtures of hard 
oppression and tyranny, etc. 

The sweet draught is asserted to consist - not, as Plutarch supposes, in 
the first taste of the actual Lacedremonian empire after the war, but-in 
the seductive promises of freedom held out by them to the allies during tlt8 
war. Plutarch's charge of fo1Ke ATJ(>Eiv has thus no foundation. I have 
written oeA.eaaavra, instead of cleA.eaaovra, which stands in Didot's Frag· 
ment, because it struck me that this correction was required to construe 
the passage. 

1 Isokratcs, Or. iv, (Pancgr.) s. 145; Or. viii, (de Pace) s. 122; Diodor. 
xiv, 10-44; xv, 23. Compare Hcrodot. v, 92; Thucyd. i, 18; Isokrates, 
Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 144. 

1 Isokrates, Pauathen. s. 61. !.rraprtii.rat µi:v yup frTJ OiKa µo'Ai, trreuta
rTJaav aVTWV, f;µei, Oe 7rtvTe /Wt E~~KOVTa GVVfXOJ' KOTfax_oµev ri'Jv upx_~v. 

I do not hold myself bound to make out the exactness of the chronology 
of Isokrates. But here we may remark that his "hardly ten years" is a 
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stroyed her fleet and maritime ascendency, yet left her in undimin
ished power on land, which she still maintained until her defeat 
by the Thcbansl at Leuktra in 371 B. c. Throughout all this time, 
it was her established system to keep up Spartan harmosts and 
garrisons in the dependent cities on the continent as well as in the 
islands. Even the Chians, who had been her most active allies 
during the last eight years of the war, were compelled to submit 
to this hardship ; besides having all their fleet taken away from 
them.2 But the native dekarchies, though at first established by 
Lysander universally throughout the maritime dependencies, did 
not last as a system so long as the harmosts. Composed as they 
were to a great degree of the personal nominees and confederates 
of Lysander, they suffered in part by the reactionary jealousy 
which in time made itself felt against his overweening ascendency. 
After continuing for some time, they lost the countenance of the 
Spartan ephors, who proclaimed permission to the cities (we do 
not precisely know when) to resume their preexisting govern
ments.3 Some of the dekarchies thus became dissolved, or modi
fied in various ways, but several probably still continued to subsist, 
if they had force enough to maintain themselves ; for it does not 
appear that the ephors ever systematically put them down, as Ly
sander had systematically set them up. 

The government of the Thirty at Athens would never have been 
overthrown if the oppressed Athenians bad been obliged to rely 
on a tutelary interference of the Spartan ephors to help them in 
overthrowing ~t. l\Iy last volume has shown that this nefarious 

term, though less than the truth liy some months, if we ma:v take the bat
tle of .;1,:gospotnmi as the l1cginning, i,; very near the truth if we take the 
surrender of Athens as the beginning, down to the battle of Knidus. 

1 J>ausanias, viii, 52, 2; ix, 6, I. 
• Diodor. xiv, 84; Isokrntes, Omt. viii, (de Pace) s. 121. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 2. · 

Lysander accompanied King Agesilaus (when the latter was going to his 


Asiatic commnnJ. in 396 n. c.). His purpose wns - l'nrw!," Ta!," D<Kap;ria!: TU!," 
Kararrrai'Jeicrar inr' lKeivov lv Tai!," 1!"0}.ECJtV, EK1l"e1l"T(,)KVla!," oe Ota TOV!," ltp6povr, 

ol T<t!," rrarpiov!," rrol..treia!," rrap~yyet/,ai,, rrul..tv Kararrrhrret µer' 'Ay1jrrtl..uov. 
It shows the careless construction of :Xenophon's Hellcnica, or perhaps 

his reluctance to set forth the discreditable points of the Lacedremonian 
rule, that this is the first mention which he makes (and that too, indirectly) 
of the dekarchies, nine years after they had been first set up by Lysander. 
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oligarchy came to its end by the unassisted efforts of Thrasybulus 
and the Athenian democrats themselves. It is true, indeecl, that 
the arrogance ancl selfishness of Sparta and of Lysander had 
alienated the Thebans, Corinthians, 1Uegarians, and other neighbor
ing allies, and induced them to sympathize with the Athenian ex
iles against the atrocities of the Thirty, - but they never rendered 
any positive assistance of moment. The inordinate personal am
Lition of Lysander had also offenclecl King Pausanias ancl the 
Spartan ephors, so that they too became indifferent to the Thirty, 
who were his creatures. But this merely deprived the Thirty of 
that foreign support which Lysancler, had he still continued in the 
ascendent, would have extcncle<l to them in full measure. It was 
not the positive cause of their downfall. That crisis was brought 
about altogether by the energy of Thrasybulus and his com
panions, who manifested such force and determination as could not 
have been put down without an extraordinary display of Spartan 
military power; a display not entirely safe when the sympathies 
of the chief allies were with the other side, - and at any rate ad
verse to the inclinations of Pausanias. As it was with the Thirty 
at Athens, so it probably WM also with the dekarchies in the de
pendent cities. The Spartan ephors took no steps to put them 
down; but where the resistance of the citizens was strenuous 
enough to overthrow them, no Spartan intervention came to prop 
them up, and the harmost perhaps received orders not to consider 
his authority as indissolubly linked with theirs. The native forces 
of each dependent city being thus left to find their own level, the 
decemvirs, once installe<l, woul<l doubtless maintain themselves in 
a great number ; while in other cases they woul<l be overthrown, 
-or, perhaps, would contrive to perpetuate their dominion by 
compromise and alliance with other oligarchical sections. This 
confused and unsettled state of the dekarchies, - some still exist
ing, others half-existiu'g, others again defunct, -prevailed in 3!J6 
n. c., when Lysander accompanied Agesilaus into Asia, in the full 
hope that he should have influence enough to reorganize them all.I 

1 Compare the two passages of Xenophon's Hcllenica, iii, 4, 7 ; iii, 
5, 13. 

•Are uvvrerapayµev(,)v lv raZr 7roAe<Tt rwv 7ro/.iretwv, Kai ovre or;µoKpariac 
lrt OV0"1)f, /J(j7rEp l7r' 'A{}r;vat(,)V, ovre OeKapxiar, /J(j7rep e7rl Av(javopov. 

But that some of these dekarchies still continued, we know from the 



199 POWER OF SPARTA. 

·we must recollect that no other dependent city would possess the 
same means of offering energetic resistance to its local decemvirs, 
as Athens offered to the Thirty ; and that the insular Grecian cities 
were not only feeble individually, but naturally helpless against the 
lords of the sea. I 

Such then was the result throughout Greece, when that long 
war, which had been undertaken in the name of universal auto
nomy, was terminated by the battle of .iEgospotami. In place of 
imperial Athens was substituted, not the promised autonomy, but 
yet more imperial Sparta. An awful picture is given by the 
philo-Laconian Xenophon, in 399 n. c., of the ascendency exer
cised throughout all the Grecian cities, not merely by the ephors 
and the public officers, but even by the private citizens, of Sparta. 
"The Lace<lremonians (says he in a<l<lressing the Cyreian army) 
are now the presi<lents of Greece; and even any single private 
Lacedremonian can accomplish what he pleases." 2 "All the cities 
(he says in another place) then obeyed whatever order they might 
receive from a Lacedremonian citizen." 3 Not merely was the 
general uscen<lency thus omnipresent and irresistible, but it was 
enforced with a stringency of detail, and darkened by a thousand 
accompaniments of tyranny and individual almse, such as had 
never been known un<ler the much-decried empire of Athens. 

We have more than one picture of the Athenian empire, in 
speeches made by hostile orators who had every motive to work 
up the strongest antipathies in the bosoms of their audience against 
it. '\Ve have the addresses of the Corinthian envoys at Sparta 
when stimulating the Spartan allies to the Peloponnesian war,4

subsequent passage. The Theban envoys say to the public assembly at 
Athens, respecting the Spartans : 

'Al.AIL µ~v Kat OV!: vµwv U'lrfrJTT)aav ~avepoi daiv lqT)'lrUTT)KOTf!:. vrr6 Te yii.p 
TWV apµoaTWV TV pa v v 0iivTa1, Kai vrro oiKa uvJpwv, OV!: AvaavJpor KaTfo
TT)rJEV tv lKaan;i rrol.et -where the decemvirs are noted as still subsisting, 
in 395 n. c. See also Xen. Agesilaus, i, 3 7. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 15. 
' Xen. Anab. vi, 6, 12. Eio-211'i:v yup ~OT/ lyyv1: al 'E!.A11viJe1: rr61.et!," (this 

was spoken at Kalpe in Bithynia) r~> cle 'El.l.aoo1: Aa1<eoa1µ6vwt rrpoeariJ
Kaaiv · lKavoL oe dat KaL elr fKa<Jror; AaKeOatµovic.iv Av 
Tal~· rr61.eatv 15,Tt {3ov'AovTat oiarrpaTTea-&at. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 11 5. Ilii.uat yii.p Tore al rroAEt> lrrei!lovTo, 15,n AaKe
t5a1µ6vw1: uv~p imrarrot. 

• Thucyd. i, 68-120. 

http:AaKeOat�ovic.iv
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that of the envoys from J\Iitylene delivered at Olympia to the 
Spartan confederates, when the city had revolted from Athens 
and stood in pressing neecl of support, - the discourse of Brasidas 
in the public assembly at Akantlms, - ancl more than one speech 
also from Hermokrates, impressing upon his Sicilian countrymen 
hatred as well as fear of Athens.1 \Vhoever reads these clis
courses, will see that they dwell almost exclusively on the great 
political wrong inherent in the very fact of her empire, robbing so 
many Grecian communities of their lPgitimate autonomy, over and 
above the trilmtc imposed. That Athens had thus already en
slavecl many cities, ancl was only watching for opportunities to 
enslave many more, is the theme upon which they expatiate. But 
of practical grievances, - of cruelty, oppression, spoliation, multi
plied exiles, etc., of high-handed wrong committed by individual 
Athenians, - not one word is spoken. Had there been the smallest 
pretext for introducing rnd1 inflammatory topics, how much more 
impressh·e would have been the appeal of Brasidas to the sympa
thies of the Akanthi:ms ! How vehement would have been the 
denunciations of the J\Iitylemean envoys, in place of the tame and 
almost apologetic language which we now read in Thucydides ! 
Athens extinguished the autonomy of her subject-allies, and pun
ished revolters with severity, sometimes even with cruelty. But 
as to other points of wrong, the silence of accusers, such as those 
just noticecl, counts as a poweiful exculpation. 

The case is altered when we come to the period succeeding the 
battle of J"Egospotami. Here indeed also, we find the Spartan em
pire complained of (as the Athenian empire had been before), in 
contrast with that state of autonomy to which each city laid claim, 
and which Sparta had not merely promised to ensure, but set forth 
as her only ground of war. Yet this is not the prominent grievance, 
-other topics stand more emphatically forward. The deccm
virs and the harmosts (some of the latter being Helots), the 
standing instruments of Spartan empire, are felt as more sorely 
painful than the empire itself; as the language held by Brasidas 
at Akanthus aclmits them to be beforehancl. At the time when 
Athens was a subject-city uncler Sparta, governed by the Lysan
drian Thirty and by the Laced<£monian harmost in the acropolis, 

1 Thucyd. iii, 9; iv, 59-85; vi, 76. 
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- the sense of indignity arising from the fact of subjection was 
absorbed in the still more terrible suffering arising from the enor
mities of those individual rulers whom the imperial state had set 
up. Now Athens set up no local rulers, -no native Ten or native 
Thirty,-no resident Athenian harmosts or gaITisons. This was 
of itself an unspeakable exemption, when compared with the con
dition of cities subject, not only to the Spartan empire, but also 
under that empire to native decemvirs like Kritias, and Spartan 
harmosts like Aristarchus or Aristodemus. A city subject to Athens 
had to bear definite burdens enforced by its own government, 
which was liable in case of default or delinquency to be tried 
before the popular Athenian Dikastcry. But this same dikastery 
(as I have shown in a former volume, and as is distinctly stated by 
Thucydides) t was the harbor of refuge to each subject-city; not 
less against individual Athenian wrong-doers than against miscon
duct from other cities. Those who complained of the hardship 
suffered by a suLject-city, from the oLligation of bringing causes 
to be tried in the dikastery of Athens, - even if we take the case 
as they state it, and overlook the unfairness of omitting those 
numerous instances wherein the city was thus enabled to avert or 
redress wrong done to its own citizens, - would have complained 
both more loudly and with greater justice of an ever-present .A.the

-nian harmost; especially if there were coexistent a native govern
ment of Ten oligarchs, exchanging with him guilty connivances, 
like the partnership of the Thirty at .A.thens with the Lacedremo
nian harmost Kallibius.2 

In no one point can it be shown that the substitution of Spartan 
empire in place of Athenian was a gain, either for the subject-cities 
or for Greece generally; while in many points, it was a great and 
serious aggravation of suffering. And this abuse of power is the 

·more deeply to be regretted, as Sparta enjoyed after the battle of 
1Egospotami a precious opportunity, - such as .A.thens had never 
had, and such as neyer again recurred, - of reorganizing the 
Grecian world on wise principles, and with a view to Pan-hellenic 
stability and harmony. It is not her greatest sin to have refused 

1 See the remarkable speech of Phrynichus in Thucyd. viii, 48, 5, which 
I have before referred to. 

9 Xen. Hellen. ii, 3, 14. Compare the analogous case of Thebes, after 
_the Laceuicmonians had got possession of the Kadmeia (v. 2, 34-36). 

9* 
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to grant universal autonomy. She had indeed promised it; but 
we might pardon a departure from specific performance, had she 
exchanged the boon for one far greater, which it was within her 
reasonable power, at the end of 405 n. c., to confer. That universal 
town autonomy, towards which the Grecian instinct tended, though 
immeasurably better than universal subjection, was yet accompa
nied by much internal discord, and by the still more formidable 
evil of helplessness against any efficient foreign enemy. To en
sure to the Hellenic world external safety as well as internal 
concord, it was not a new empire which was wanted, but a new 
political combination on equitable and comprehensive principles ; 
divesting each town of a portion of its autonomy, and creating a 
common authority, responsible to all, for certain definite controlling 
purposes. If ever a tolerable federative system would have been 
practicable in Gr<:>cce, it was after the battle of .LEgo~potami. The 
Athenian empire, - which, with all its defects, I believe to have 
been much better for the subject-cities than universal autonomy 
would l1ave been, - had already removed many difficulties, and 
shown that combined an<l systematic action of the maritime Grecian 
world was no impossibility. Sparta might now have substituted 
herself for Athens, not as heir to the imperial power, but as presi
dent and executive agent of a new Confederacy of Delos, 
reviving the equal, comprehensive, and liberal principles, on which 
that confederacy had fir~t been organized. 

It is true that sixty years before, the constituent members of the 
original synod at Delos had 1'hown themselves insensible to its 
value. As soon as the pres~ing alarm from Persia had pas$ed 
over, some h~d discontinued sending deputies, others had disobeyed 
requisitions, others again had bought off their obligations, and for
feited their rights as autonomous and voting members, by pecu
niary bargain with Athens; who, being obliged by the duties of 
lier presidency to enforce obedience to the Synod against all reluc
tant members, made successively many enemies, and was gradually 
converted, almost· without her own seeking, from President into 
Emperor, as the only means of obviating the total dissolution of the 
Confederacy. Ilut though such untoward circumstances had hap
pened before, it does not follow that they would now have 
happened again, assuming the same experiment to have been 
retried by Sparta, with manifest sincerity of purpose and tolerable 
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wisdom. The Grecian world, especially the maritime portion of it, 
had passed through trials not less painful than instructive, during 
this important interval. Nor does it seem rash to suppose, that the 
bulk of its members might now have been disposed to perform 
steady confederate d.uties, at the call and under the presidency of 
Sparta, had she really attempted to reorganize a liberal confede
racy, treating every city as autonomous and equal, except in so far 
as each was bound to obey the resolutions of the general synod. 
However impracticable such a scheme may appear, we must recol
lect that even Utopian schemes have their transient moments, if 
not of certain success, at least of commencement not merely pos
sible but promising. And my belief is, that had Kallikratidas, 
with his ardent Pan-hellenic sentiment and force of resolution, 
been the final victor over imperial Athens, he would not have let 
the moment of pride and omnipotence pass over without essaying 
some noble project like that sketched above. It is to be remem
bered that Athens had never had the power of organizing any such 
generous Pan-hellenic combination. She had become depopu
larized in the legitimate execution of her trust, as president of the 
Confederacy of Delos, against refractory members ;I and had 
been obliged to choose between breaking up the Confederacy, 
and keeping it together under the strong compression of an impe
rial chief. But Sparta had not yet become depopularized. She 
now stood without competitor as leader of the Grecian world, and 
might at that moment have reasonably hoped to carry the mem
bers of it along with her to any liberal and Pan-hellenic organi
zation, had she attempted it with proper earnestness. Unfortu
nately she took the opposite course, under the influence of 
Lysander; founding a new empire far more oppressive and odious 
than that of Athens, with few of the advantages, and none of the 
excuses, attached to the latter. As she soon became even more 
unpopular than Athens, her moment of high tide, for beneficent 
Pan-hellenic combination, passed away al~o, - never to return. 

Having thus brought all the maritime Greeks under her em
pire, with a tribute of more than one thousand talents imposed 
upon them, - an<l continuing to be chief of her landed alliance in 

1 Such is the justification offered by the Athenian envoy at Sparta, im
mediately before the Pcloponnesian war (Thucyd. i, i5, 76). And it is 
borne out in the main by the nan-ative of Thucydides himself (i, 99). 
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Central Greece, which now included Athens as a simple unit,
Spartn, was the all-pervading imperial power in Greece.I Iler 
new empire was organized by the victorious Lysander; but with 
so much arrogance, and so much personal ambition to govern all 
Greece by means of nommees of his own, decemvirs and har
mosts, - that he raised numerous rivals and enemies, as well at 
Sparta itself as elsewhere. The jealousy entertained by king Pau
sanias, the offended feelings of Thebes and Corinth, and the man
ner in which these new phenomena brought about (in spite of the 
opposition of Lysander) the admission of Athens as a revived 
democracy into the Lacedremonian confederacy, - has been al
ready related. 

In the early months of 403 B. c., Lysander was partly at home, 
partly in Attica, exerting himself to sustain the falling oligarchy 
of Athens against the increasing force of Thrasybulus and the 
Athenian exiles in Peirreus. In this purpose he was directly 
thwarted by the opposing views of king Pausanias, and three out 
of the five ephors.2 But though the ephors thus checked Lysan
der in regard to Athens, they softened the humiliation by sending 
him abroad to a fresh command on the Asiatic coast and the Hel
lespont; a step which had the farther advantage of putting asunder 
two such marked rivals as he and Pausanias had now become. 
That which Lysander had tried in vain to do at Athens, he was 
doubtless better able to do in Asia, where he had neither Pausa
nias nor the ephors along with him. He could lend effective aid 
to the dekarcl1ies and harmosts in the Asiatic cities, against any 
internal opposition with which they might be threatened. Bitter 
were the complaints which reached Sparta, both against him and 
against his ruling partisans. At length the ephors were prevailed 
upon to disavow the dekarchies ; and to proclaim that they would 
not hinder the cities from resuming their former governments 
at pleasure.a 

But all the crying oppressions set forth in the complaints of the 
maritime cities would have been insufficient to procure the recall 
of Lysander from his command in the Hellespont, had not Pharna
bazus joined his remonstrances to the rest. These last representa
tions so strengthened the enemies of Lysander at Sparta, that a 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, I, 3. 'TrU<JTJ> nji; 'EV.&ooi; 7rpoarU.rai, etc. 
2 Xcn. Hellen. ii, 4, 28-30. 3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 2. 
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peremptory order was sent to recall him. Constrained to obey, he 
. came back to Sparta; but the comparative disgrace, and the loss 
of that boundless power which he had enjoyed on his command, 
was so io,supportable to him, that he obtained permission to go on 
a pilgrimage to the temple of Zeus Ammon in Libya, under the plea 
that he had a vow to discharge.l He appears also to have visited 
the temples of Delphi and Dodona,2 with secret ambitious projects 
which will be mentioned presently. This politic withdrawal 
softened the jealousy against him, so that we shall find him, after 
a year or two, reestablished in great influence and ascendency. 
He was sent as Spartan envoy, at what precise moment we do not 
know, to Syracuse, where he lent countenance and aid to the 
recently established despotism of Dionysius.3 

The position of the Asiatic Greeks, along the coast of Ionia, .lEo

1 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 19, 20, 21. 
The facts, which Plutarch states respecting Lysander, cannot be recon

ciled with the chronology which be adopts. He represents the recall of 

· Lysander at the instance of Pharnabazus, with all the facts which preceded 

it, as having occurred prior to the reconstitution of the Athenian democ

racy, which event we know to have taken place in the summer of 403 B. c. 


Lysander captured Sumos in the latter half of 404 B. c., after the surren
der of Athens. After the capture of Sumos, he came home in triumph, in 
the autumn of 404 B. c. (Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 9 ). He was at home, or serving 
in Attica, in the beginning of 403 n. c. (Xen. Hellen. ii, 4, 30). 

Now when Lysander came home at the end of 404 n. c., it was his tri
umphant return; it was not a recall provoked by complaints of Pharnaba
zus. Yet there can have been no other return before the restoration of the 
democracy at Athens. 

The recall of Lysander must have been the termination, not of this com
mand, but of a subsequent command. Moreover, it seems to me necessary, 
in order to make room for the facts stated respecting Lysander as well as 
about the dekarchics, that we should suppose him to luive been again sent 
out (after his quarrel with Pausanias in Attica) in 403 B. c., to command 
in Asia. This is nowhere positively stated, but I find nothing to contradict 

, it, and I see no other way of making room for the facts stated about Lysan
der. 

It is to be noted that Diodorns has a decided error in chronology as to 
the date of the restoration of the Athenian democracy. He places it in 
401 n. c. (Diod. xiv, 33), two years later than its real date, which is 403 B. 

c.; thus lengthening by two years the intcrml between the surrender of 
Athens and the reestablishment of the democracy. I'lutarch also seems to 
have conceived that interval as much longer than it really was. 

! Plutarch, Lysand. c. 25. 3 Plutarch, Lysander, c. 2 
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lis, and the Hellespont, became very peculiar after the triumph of 
Sparta at 1Egospotami. I have already recounted how, immedi
ately after the great Athenian catastrophe before Syracuse, the 
Persian king had rcncwecl his grasp upon those cities, from which 
the vigorous hancl of Athens had kept him excluclecl for more than 
fifty years ; how Sparta, biclding for his aid, had consented by 
three formal conventions to surrender them to him, while her com
missioner Lichas even reproved the J\Iilesians for their aversion 
to this bargain ; how Athens also, in the days of her weakness, 
competing for the same advantage, had expressed her willingness 
to pay the same price for it.I After the battle of 1Egospotami, this 
convention was carried into effect ; though seemingly not without 
disputes between the satrap Pharnabazus on one side, and Lysan
der and Derkyllidas on the other.2 The latter was Lacedremonian 
harmost at Abydos, which town, so important as a station on the 
Hellespont, the Lacedmmonians seem still to have retained. But 
Pharnabazus and his subordinates acquired more complete com
mand of the Hellespontine .iEolis and of the Troa<l, than ever they 
had enjoyed before, both along the coast and in the intcrior.3 

Another element, however, soon became operative. The condi
tion of the Greek cities on the coast of Ionia, though according to 
Persian regulations they belonged to the satrapy of Tissaphernes, 
was now materially determined, - first, by the competing claims 
of Cyrus, who wi~hed to take them away from him, and tried to 
get such transfer ordered at court, - next, by the a.~pirations of that 
young prince to the Persian throne. As Cyrus rested his hope 
of success on Grecian cooperation, it was highly important to him 
to render himself popular among the Greeks, especially on his 
own side of the 1Egean. Partly his own manifestations of just 
and conciliatory temper, partly the bad name and known perfidy 
of Tissaphernes, induced the Grecian cities with one accord to 
revolt from the latter. All threw themselves into the arms of Cy
rus, except J\Iiletus, where Tissaphernes interposed in time, slew 
the leaders of the intended revolt, ancl banisheu many of their par
tisans. Cyrus, receiving the exiles with distinguished favor, levied 
an army to besiege J\liletus and procure their restoration ; while 

1 Thucyd. viii, 5, 18-37, 56-58, 84. 

2 l'lutarch, Lysander, c. 19, 20; Xen. Hellen. iii, I, 9. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iii, I, 13. 
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he at the same time threw strong Grecian garrisons into the other 
cities to protect them against attack.I 

This local quarrel was, however, soon merged in the more com
prehensive dispute respecting the Persian succession. Both parties 
were found on the field of Kunaxa; Cyrus with the Greek soldiers 
and l\Iilesian exiles on one si<le, - Tissaphernes on the other. 
How that attempt, upon which so much hinged in the future his
tory both of Asia Minor and of Greece, terminated, I have already 
recounted. Probably the impression brought back by the Lacedre
monian fleet which left Cyrus on the coast of Syria, after he had 
surmounted the most difficult country without any resistance, was 
highly favorable to his success. So much the more painful would 
be the disappointment among the Ionian Greeks whm the news 
of his death was afterwards brought; so much the greater their 
alarm, when Ti,;saphernes, having relinquished the pursuit of the 
Ten Thousand Greeks at the moment when they entered the 
mountains of Karduchia, came down as victor to the seaboard ; 
more powerful than ever, - rewarded2 by the Great King, for 
the services which he had rendered against Cyrus, with all the 
territory which had been governed by the latter, as well as with 
the title of commander-in-chief over all the neighboring satraps,
and prepared not only to reconquer, but to punish, the revolted 
maritime cities. Ile began by attacking Kyme ;3 ravaging the 
territory, with great loss to the citizens, and exacting from them a 
still larger contribution, when the approach of winter rendered it 
inconvenient to besiege their city. 

In such a state of apprehension, these cities sent to Sparta, as the 
great imperial power of Greece, to entreat her protection against 
the aggravated slavery impending over them.4 The Lacedremo
nians had nothing farther to expect from the king of Persia, with 
whom they had already broken the peace by lending aid to Cyrus. 
:Moreover, the fame of the Ten Thousand Greeks, who were now 
coming home along the Euxine towards Byzantium, had become 
diffused throughout Greece, inspiring signal contempt for Persian 
military efficiency, and hopes of enrichment by war against the 
Asiatic satraps. Accordingly, the Spartan ephors were induced 

1 Xen. Anab. i, I, 8. 

2 Xen. Anab. ii, 3, 19 ; ii, 4, 8; Xen. Aellcn. iii, I, 3; iii, 3, 13. 

8 Dio<lor. xiv, 35. 4 Diodor. ut sup. 
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to comply with the petition of their Asiatic countrymen, and to 
send over to Asia Thimbron at the head of a considerable force: 
two thousand Neodamodes (or Helots who had been enfranchised) 
and four thousand Peloponnesians heavy-armed, accompanied by 
three hundred Athenian horsemen, out of the number of those who 
had been adherents of the Thirty, four years before; an aid granted 
by Athens at the special request of Thimbrou. Arriving in Asia 
during the winter of 400-399 B. c., Thimbron was reinforced in 
the spring of 3D9 B. c. by the Cyreian army, who were brought 
across from Thrace as described in my last chapter, and taken into 
Lacedremonian pay. With this large force he became more than 
a match for the satraps, even on the plains where they could em
ploy their numerous cavalry. The petty Grecian princes of Per
gamus and Teuthrania, holding that territory by ancient grants 
from Xerxes to their ancestors, joined their troops to his, con
tributing much to enrich Xenophon at the moment of his depart
ure from the Cyreians. Yet Thimbron achieved nothing worthy 
of so large an army. Ile not only miscan·ied in the siege of La
rissa, but was even unable to maintain order among his own 
soldiers, who pillaged indiscriminately both friends and foes.1 
Such loud complaints were transmitted to Sparta of his irregu
larities and inefficiency, that the ephors first sent him order to 
march into Karia, where Tissaphernes resided,- and next, before 
that order was executed, despatched Derkyllidas to supersede him; 
seemingly in the winter 399-3:.JS B. c. Thimbron on returning to 
Sparta was fined and banished.2 

It is highly probable that the Cyreian soldiers, though excellent 
in the field, yet having been disappointed of reward for the pro
digious toil:i which they had gone through in their long march, 
and having been kept on short allowance in Thrace, as well as 
cheated by Seuthes, - were greedy, unscrupulous, and hard to be 
restrained, in the matter of pillage; e~pecially as Xenophon, their 
most influential general, had now left them. Their conduct 
greatly improved under Derkyllidas. And though such improve
ment was doubtless owing partly to the superiority of the latter 
over Thimbron, yet it seems abo partly ascribable to the fact that 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 1, 5-8; Xcn. Anab. vii, 8, 8-16. 
t Xrn. Hellen. iii, 1, 8; Diodor. xiv, 38. 

http:399-3:.JS
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Xenophon, after a few months of residence at Athens, accompa
nied him to Asia, and resumed the command of his old comrades.1 

Derkyllidas was a man of so much resource and cunning, as to 
have acquired the surname of Sisyphus.11 He had served through
out all the concluding years of the war, and had been harmost at 
Abydus during the naval command of Lysander, who condemned 
him, on the complaint of Pharnabazus, to the disgrace of public 
exposure with his shield on his arm ; 3 this was (I presume) a dis
grace, because an officer of rank always had his shield carried for 
him by an attendant, except in the actual encounter of battle. 
Having never forgiven Pharnabazus for thus dishonoring him, 
Derkyllidas now took advantage of a misunderstanding between 
that satrap and Tissaphernes, to make a truce with the latter, and 
conduct his army, eight thousand strong, into the territory of the 
former.4 The mountainous region of Ida generally known as the 
Troad, - inhabited by a population of 1Eolic Greeks (who had 
gradually Hellenized the indigenous inhabitants), and therefore 
known as the JEolis of Pharnabazus, - was laid open to him by a 
recent event,, important in itself as well as instructive to read. 

The entire Persian empire was parcelled into so many satrapies; 
each satrap being bound to sernl a fixed amount of annual tribute, 
and to hold a certain amount of military force re::uly, for the court 
at Susa. Provided he was punctual in fulfilling these obligations, 
little inquiry was made as to his other proceedings, unless in the 
rare case of his maltreating some individual Persian of high rank. 
In like manner, it appears, each satrapy was divided into sub
satrapies or districts; each of these held by a deputy, who paid to 
the satrap a fixed tribute and maintained for him a certain mili
tary force, - having liberty to govern in other respects as he 

1 There is no positive testimony to this; yet such is my belief, as I have 
stated at the close of the last chapter. It is certain that Xenophon was 
serving under Agcsilaus in Asia three years after this time ; the only mat· 
ter left for conjecture is, at what precise moment he went out the second 
time. The marked improvement in the Cyreian soldiers, is one reason for 
the statement in the text; another reason is, the great detail with which 
the military operations of Dcrkyllidas are described, rendering it probable 
that the narrative is from an eye-witness. 

9 Xen. Hellen. iii, I, 8; Ephorns, ap. Athenre. xi, p. 500. 
a Xen. Hellen. iii, I, 9. foru:811 T~V acmioa fxc.iv. 
4 Xen. Hellen. iii, I, IO ; iii, 2, 28. 
VOL, IX, 14oc. 

http:Sisyphus.11
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pleased. Besides the tribute, however, presents of undefined 
amount were of constant occurrence, both from the satrap to the 
king, and from the deputy to the satrap. Nevertheless, enough 
was extorted from the people (we need hardly add), to leave an 
ample profit both to the one and to the other.I 

This region, called 1Eolis, had been entrusted by Pharnabazus 
to a native of' Dardanus named Zenis, who, after holding the post 
for some time and giving full satisfaction, died 'of illness, leaving a 
widow with a son and daughter still minors. The satrnp was on 
the point of giving the district to another person, when l\Iania, the 
widow of Zenis, her::;elf a native of' Dardanus, preferred her peti
tion to be allowed to succeed her husband. Visiting Pharnabazus 
with money in hand, sufficient not only to satisfy himself, but also 
to gain over his mistresses and his ministers, 2 - she said to him, 
- "l\Iy husband was faithful to you, and paid his tribute so regu
larly as to obtain your thanks. If I serve you no worse than he, 
why should you name any other deputy? If I fail in giving you 
satisfaction, you can always remove me, and give the place to 
another." Pharnabazus granted her petition, and had no cause to 
repent it. l\Iania was regular in her payment of tribute,-fre
quent in bringing him presents, - and splendid, beyond any of his 
other deputies, in her manner of receiving him whenever he visited 
the district. 

Her chief residence was at Skepsis, Gcrgis, and Kcbren,-in
land towns, strong both by po:;ition and by fortification, amidst the 
mountainous region ouce belonging to the Teukri Gergithes. It 
was here too that she kept hC'r trea:;ures, which, partly left by her 
husband, partly accumnlate(l by herself, had gradually reached an 
enormous sum. But her district abo reached down to the coast, 
comprising among other towns the clas~ical name of Ilium, and prob

1 See the description of the rntrapy of Cyrus (Xenoph. Anab. i, 9, 19, 
21, 22). In the main, thi; dil'ision and suhdiYi;ion of the entire empire 
into revenue-districts, each held hy a nominee rc~ponsible for payment of 
the rent or tribute, to the government or to some higher officer of the gov
ernment - is the system prevalent thronghout a large portion of Asia to 
the present day. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, I, IO. 'Ava;ev;acra Tov urolcov, Kat ;rp~µara A.a,3ovua, 
WO'Tt Kat ailrii> ~apva.3u(<,J Ooiivai, Kat mi~ 7rai.t"'1.KfO'LV avrov ;rapfoau8ai Kat 
Toir Ovvaµfrotr µut,tO'Ta 7raprt ~apva/Ju(tp, t7rOpEVETO. 
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ably her own native city, the neighboring Dardanus. She main
tained, besides, a large military force of Grecian mercenaries in 
regular pay and excellent condition, which she employed both as 
garrison for each of her dependent towns, and as means for con
quest in the neighborhood. She had thus reduced the maritime 
towns of Larissa, Hamaxitus, and KolOnre, in the southern part of 
the Troad; commanding her troops in person, sitting in her chariot 
to witness the attack, and rewarding every one who distinguished 
himself. :l\Ioreover, when Plmrnabazus undertook an expedition 
against the predatory :Mysians or Pisidians, she accompanied him, 
and her military force formed so much the best part of his army, 
that he paid her the highest compliments, and sometimes con
descended to ask her advice.! So, when Xerxes invaded Greece, 
Artcmisia, queen of Halikarnassus, not only furnished ships among 
the best appointed in his fleet, and fought bravely at Salamis, but 
also, when he chose to call a council, stood alone, in daring to give 
him sound opinions contrary to his own leanings ; opinions which, 
fortunately for the Grecian world, he could bring himself only to 
tolerate, not to follow.2 

Under an energetic woman like :l\Iania, thus victorious and well
providcd, .lEolis was the most defensible part of the satrapy of 
Pharnabazus, and might probably have defied Derkyllidas, had not 
a domestic traitor put an end to her life. Her son-in-law, l\Icidias, 
a Greek of Skepsis, with whom she lived on terms of intimate 
confidence - "though she was scrupulously mistrustful of every 
one else, as it is proper for a despot to be," 3 - was so inflamed by 
his own ambition and by the suggestions of evil counsellors, who 
told him it was a shame thitt a woman should thus be ruler while 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, I, 15. • Herod. viii, 69. 
3 Such is the emphatic language of Xenophon (Hellen. iii, I, 14) - Met

oiar, 1'fvyaTp0!: uv1/p avTij!:, WV1 <ivmrupw1'feir V7t'O TtVWV, W!: aiuxpov El1J, 
yvvai1<a µev upxeiv, avTOV o' lcltWT1JV eivat, TOV!: µev uA.A.ov, µa'Aa 
<P vA.a TToµ iv '1 !: av Tij r, wurrep lv TV pa vv Zo t rrpou~" et' EKElv<tJ 
oe 7rtUTeVOVu1J!: 1<aZ uurra(oµiv71r, wurrep UV yvvi') yaµ(3pov uurra(otTo,-elueA
{ti:Jv U'l!"O'l!"Vi~aL avT1/v A.eyernt. 

For the illustration of this habitual insecurity in which the Grecian des
pot lived, see the dialogue of Xenophon called Ilieron (i, 12; ii, 8-10 ;- vii, 
10). He particularly dwells upon the multitude of family crimes which 
stained the houses of the Grecian despots ; murders by fathers, sons, broth
ers, wives, etc. (iii, 8). 
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he was only a private man, that he strangled her in her chamber. 
Following up his nefarious scheme, he also assassinated her son, a 
beautiful youth of seventeen. He succeeded in getting possession 
of the three strongest places in the district, Kebren, Skepsis, and 
Gergis, together with the accumulated treasure of l\Iania; but the 
comman<lers in the other towns refuse<l obe<lience to his summons, 
until they should receive orders from Pharnabazus. To that sa
trap l\Ieidias instantly sent envoys, bearing ample presents, with a 
petition that the satrap would grant to him the district which had 
been enjoyc<l by l\Iania. Pharnabazus, repu<liating the presents, 
sent an indignant reply to l\Ieidias,-" Keep them until I come to 
seize theri1, and seize you, too, along with them. I would not 
consent to live, if I were not to avenge the death of Mania." 1 

At that critical moment, prior to the coming of the satrap, Der
kyllidas presented himself with his army, and found .1Eolis almost 
defenceless. The three recent conquests of l\fania, - Larissa, 
Hamaxitus, and Kolumi:>, surrendered to him as soon as he ap
peared; while the garrisons of Ilium and some other places, who 
had ta.ken special service under :Mania, and found themselves 
worse off now that they had lost her, accepted his invitation to 
renounce Persian dependence, declare themselves allies of Sparta, 
and hold their cities for him. He thus became ma.5ter of most 
part of the district, with the exception of Kebren, Skepsis, and 
Gergis, which he was anxious to secure before the arrival of Phar
nabazus. On arriving before Kebren, however, in spite of this 
necessity for haste, he remained inactive for four days,2 because 
the s~crifices were unpropitious; while a rash, subordinate officer, 
hazarding an unwarrante<l attack during this interval, was repulse<l 
and woun<led. The sacrifices at length became favorable, and 
Derkylli<las was rewarde<l for his patience. The garrison, affected 
by the example of those at Ilium an<l the other towns, disobeyed 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, I, 13. 
2 Xcn. Hellen. iii, I, 18; Diodor. xiv, 38. 
The reader will remark here how Xenophon shapes the narrative in snch 

a manner as to inculcate the pious duty in a general of obeying the warn
ings furnished by the sacrifice, - either for action or for inaction. I have 
already noticed (in my preceding chapters) how often he does this in the 
Anabasis. 

Such an inference is never (I believe) to be found suggested in Thucydi
des. 



213 SUCCESS OF DERKYLLIDAS. 

their commander, who tried to earn the satrap's favor by holding 
out and assuring to him this verj strong place. Sending out 
heralds to proclaim that they would go with Greeks and not with 
Persians, they admitted the Lacedmmonians at once within the 
gates. Having thus fortunately captured, and duly secured this 
important town, Dcrkyllidas marched against Skepsis and Gergis, 
the former of which was held by l\Ieidias himself; who, dreading 
the arrival of Pharnabazus, and mistrusting the citizens within, 
thought it best to open negotiations with Derkyllidas. Ile sent to 
solicit a conference, demanding hostages for his safety. \Vhen he 
came forth from the town, and demanded from the Lacedmmonian 
commander on what terms alliance would be granted to him, the 
fatter replied, - "On condition that the citizens shall be left free 
and autonomous;" at the same time marching on, without waiting 
either for acquiescence or refosal, straight up to the gates of the 
town. l\Ieidias, taken by surprise, in the power of the assailants, 
mid aware that the citizens were unfriendly to him, was obliged to 
give orders that the gates should be opened; so that Derkyllidas 
found himself by this manoouvre in possession of the strongest 
place in the district without either loss or delay, - to the great 
delight of the Skepsians themselves.I 

Derkillydas, having ascended the acropolis of Skepsis to offer a 
sacrifice of thanks to Athene, the great patron goddess of Ilium 
and most of the Teukrian towns, - caused the garrison of lifeidias 
to evacuate the town forthwith, and consigned it to the citizens 
themselves, exhorting them to conduct their political affairs as be
came Greeks and freemen. This procee<ling, which reminds us 
of Brasidas in contrast with Lysander, was not less politic than 
generous; since Derkyllidas could hardly hope to hold an inland 
town in the midst of the Persian satrapy except by the attach
ments of the citizens themselves. Ile then marched away to 
Gergis, still conducting along with him l\Ieidias, who urgently en
treated to be allowed to retain that town, the last of his remamfog 
fortresses. "'Without giving any decided answer, Derkyllidas took 
him by his side, and marched with him at the head of his army, 
arrayed only in double file, so as to carry the appearance of peace, 
to the foot of the lofty towers of Gcrgis. The garrison on the 

1 Xen. llellen. iii, I, 20-23. 
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walls, seeing 1\Ieidias along with him, allowed him to approacll 
without discharging a single missile. "Now, J\Ieidias (said he), 
order the gates to be opened, and show me the way in, to the tem
ple of Athene, in order that I may there offer sacrifice." Again 
JHeidias was forced, from fear of being at once seized as a prisoner, 
to give the order ; and the Lacedromonian forces found themselves 
in possession of the town. Derkyllidas, distributing his troops 
around the walls, in order to make sure of his conquest, ascended 
to the acropolis to offer his intended sacrifice; after which he pro
ceeded to dictate the fate of J\Ieidias, whom he divested of his 
·character of prince and of his military force, - incorporating the 
latter in the Lacedremonian army. He then called upon J\Ieidias 
to specify all his paternal property, and restored to him the whole 
of what he claimed as such, though the bystanders protested 
against the statement given in as a flagrant exaggeration. But he 
laid hands on all the property, and all the treasures of Mania, 
and caused her house, which J\Ieidias had taken for himself, to be 
put under seal, - as lawful prey ; since J\Iania had belonged to 
Pharnabazus,1 against whom the Lacedremonians were making 
war. On coming out after examining and verifying the contents 
of the house, he said to his officers, "Now, my friends, we have 
here already worked out pay for the whole army, eight thousand 
men, for nearly a year. Whatever we acquire besides, shall come 
to you also." Ile well knew the favorable effect which this intel
ligence would produce upon the temper, as well as upon the disci-

Xen. Hellen. iii, 1, 26. Eirri µot, lrp11, Mavia ol: TLVO' ~v ; 01 ol: rruvre, 
elrrov, !Jn iPapvaf3u~ov. OvKovv Kat ril lKeiv11•, lrp11, iPapva,'3u(ov ; Muiturra, 
lrpacrav. 'Hµfrep' av e!17, lrp11, lrrel Kparovµw rroitiµto, yap ~µiv iPapvu{3a
(o,. 

Two points are remarkable here. 1. The manner in which Mania, the 
administratrix of a large district, with a prodigious treasure and a large 
army in pay, is treated as belonging to Pharnabazus - as the servant or 
8lave of Pharnabazus. 2. The distinction here taken between public pro
perty and private property, in reference to the laws of war and the rights 
of the conqueror. Derkyllidas lnys claim to that which had belonged to 
1\Iania (or to Pharnabazus); but not to that which had belonged to Meidias. 

According to the moilcrn rules of international law, this distinction is 
one allowed and respected, everywhere except at sea. But in the ancient 
world, it by no means stood out so clearly or prominently; and the observ
ance of it here deserves notice. 
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pline of the army. - especially upon the Cyreians, who had tasted 
the discomfort of irregular pay and poverty. 

"And where am I to live?" asked J\leidias, who found himself 
turned out of the house of J\Iania. " In your rightful place of 
abode, to be sure (replied Derkyllidas); in your native town 
Skepsis, and in your paternal house.1" T\rhat became of the as
sassin afterwards, we do not hear. Ifot it is satisfactory to find 
that he did not reap the anticipated reward of his crime; the 
fruits of which were an important advantage to Derkyllidas and 
his army, - and a still more important blessing to the Greek 
cities which had been governed by J\Iania, - enfranchisement and 
autonomy. 

This rapid, easy, and skilfully managed exploit, - the capture 
of nine towns in eight days, - is all which Xenophon mentions as 
achieved by Derkyllidas during the summer. Having acquired 
pay for so many months, perhaps the soldiers may have been dis
posed to rest until it was spent. But as winter approached, it 
became necessary to find winter quarters, without incurring the 
reproach which had fallen upon Thimbron of consuming the sub
stance of allies. Fearing, however, that if he changed his position, 
Pharnabazus would employ the numerous Persian cavalry to 
harass the Grecian cities, he tendered a truce, which the latter 
willingly accepted. For the occupation of ..iEolis by the Lacedre
monian general was a sort of watch-post (like Dekeleia to Athens,) 
expo~ing the whole of Phrygia near the Propontis (in which was 
Daskylium the residence of Plmrnabazus) to constant attack.2 
Derkyllidas accordingly only marched through Phrygia, to take 
up his winter quarters in Bithynia, the north-western corner of 
Asia J\Iinor, between the Propontis and the Euxine; the same 
territory through which Xenophon and the Ten Thousand had 
marched, on their road from Kalpe to Chalkedon. Ile procured 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, I, 28. 
Thus finishes the interesting narrative about Mania, Mcidias, and Dcr

kyllidas. The abundance of detail, and the dramatic manner, in which 
Xenophon has worked it out, impress me with a belief that he was actually 
present at the scene. 

' Xe11. Hellen. iii, 2, I. voµll;c,w T~v Aio}.[oa ltrtTeut;r.£ITT'1at T~ lavTov 
olK~<!ft <'Ppvy[(Z. 

The word itrtreq[(etv is capital and significant, in Grecian warfare. 
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abundant provisions and booty, slaves as well as cattle, by plunder
ing the Bithynian villages; not without occasional losses on his 
own side, by the carelessness of marauding parties.I 

One of these losses was of considerable magnitude. Derkyllidas 
had obtained from Seuthes in European Thrace (the same prince 
of whom Xenophon had so much reason to complain) a reinforce
ment of three hundred cavalry and two hundred peltasts, - Odry
sian Thracians. These Odrysians established themselves in a 
separate camp, nearly two miles and a half from Derkylli<las, which 
they surrounded with a palisade about man's height. Being inde
fatigable plunderers, they prevailed upon Derkyllidas to send them a 
guard of two hundred hoplites, for the purpose ofguarding their sep
arate camp with the booty accumulated within it. Presently the 
camp became richly stocked, especially with Bithynian captives. 
The hostile Bithynians, however, watching their opportunity when 
the Odrysians were out marauding, suddenly attacked at daybreak 
the two hundred Grecian hoplites in the camp. Shooting at them 
over the palba<le with darts and arrows, they killed and wounded 
some, while the Greeks with their spears were utterly helpless, 
and could only reach their enemies by pulling up the palisade and 
charging out upon them ; but the light-armed assailants, easily 
evading the charge of warriors with shield and spear, turned round 
upon them when they began to retire, and slew several before they 
could get back. In each successive sally the same phenomena re
curred, until at length all the Greeks were overpowered and slain, 
except fifteen of them, who charged through the O<lrysians in the 
first sally, and marched onward to join Derkyllidas, instead of re
turning with their comrades to the palisade. Derkyllidas lost no 
time in sending a reinforcement, which, however, _came too late, 
and found only the naked bodies of the slain. The victorious 
Bithynians carried away all their own captives.2 

At the beginning of spring the Spartan general returned to 
Lampsakus, where he found Arakus an<l two other Spartans, just 
arrived out as commissioners sent by the ephors. Arakus came 
with instructions to prolong the command of Derkyllidas for 
another year ; as well as to communicate the satisfaction of the 
ephors with the Cyreian army, in consequence of the great im

1 :X:en. Hellen. iii, 2, 2-5. 2 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 4. 



217 

l 

THE CYREIANS. 

provement in their conduct, compared with the year of Thimbron. 
He accordingly assembled the soldiers, and addressed them in a 
mingled strain of praise and admonition ; expressing his hope that 
they would continue the forbearance which they had now begun 
to practise towards all Asiatic allies. The commander of the Cy
reians (probably Xenophon himself), in his reply, availed himself 
of the occasion to pay a compliment to Derkyllidas. "We (said 
he) are the same men now as we were in the previous year ; but 
we are under a different general ; you need not look farther for 
the explanation.1" Without denying the superiority of Derkyl
lidas over his predecessor, we may remark that the abundant 
wealth of l\Iania, thrown into his hands by accident (though he 
showed great al>ility in turning the accident to account), was an 
auxiliary circumstance, not less unexpected than weighty, for 
ensuring the good behavior of the soldiers. 

It was among the farther instructions of Arakus to visit all the 
principal Asiatic Greeks, and report their condition at Sparta; 
and Derkyllidas was pleased to see them entering on this survey 
at a moment when they would find the cities in undisturbed peace 
and tranquillity.2 So long as the truce continued both with Tissa. 
phernes and Pharnabazus, these cities were secure from aggression, 
and paid no tribute ; the land-force of Derkyllidas affording to 

Xcn. Hellen. iii, 2, 6, 7. 
l'\Iorus supposes (I think, with much probability) that o rwv Kvpelc.iv 

7rpoear7JKW<; here means Xenophon himself. 
Ile could not with propriety advert to t.he fact that he himself had not 

been with the army during the year of Thimbron. 
• Xcn. Hellen. iii, 2, 9. lrrcµ.pev aiirov<; cir.' 'E 1> e(j 0 v Ota TWV 'E/,,./.11

viclwv 11'0!.ewv, &ooµevot; OT! lrie/../,,ov utf;w-/Jai Tttt; 1l'OAEl<; tv eipi/V') eMaiµovt
K&it; &ayoima~. I cannot but think that we ought here to read hr' 'Etpfoov, 
not cin" 'E¢foov; or else u1!'o Aaµ'f!ftKov. 

It was at Lampsakus that this interview and conyersation between Der
kyll1das and the commissioners took place. The commissioners were to 
be sent from Lampsakus to Ephesus through the Grecian cities. · 

The expression tv eip~vi; evoaiµoviKwt; <liayofoa<; has reference to the 
foreign relations of the cities, and to their exemption from annoyance by 
Persian arms,- without implying any internal freedom or good condition. 
There were Lacedremonian harmosts in most of them, and dekarchics half 
broken up or modified in many; see the subsequent passages (iii, 2, 20; iii, 
4, 7; iv, 8, I). 
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them a protection' analogous to that which had been conferred by 
Athens and her powerful fleet, during the interval between the 
formation of the Confederacy of Delos and the Athenian catas
trophe at Syracuse. At the same time, during the truce, the army 
had neither occupation nor subsistence. To keep it together and 
near at hand, yet without living at the cost of friends, was the 
problem. It was accordingly with great satisfaction that Derkyl
lidas noticed an intimation accidentally dropped by Arakus. Some 
envoys (the latter said) were now at Sparta from the Thracian 
Chersonesus (the long tongue of land bordering westward on the 
Hellespont), soliciting aid against their marauding Thracian neigh
bors. That fertile peninsula, first hellenized a century and a half 
before by the Athenian :Miltiades, had been a favorite resort for 
Athenian citizens, many of whom had acquired property there 
during the naval power of Athens. The battle of 1Egospotami 
dispossessed and drove home these proprietors, at the same time 
deptjving the peninsula of its protection against the Thracians. 
It now contained eleven distinct cities, of which Scstos was the 
most important ; and its inhabitants combined to send envoys 
to Sparta, entreating the ephors to send out a force for the 
purpose of building a wall across the isthmus from Kardia to 
Paktye; in recompense for which (they said) there was fertile 
land enough open to as many settlers as chose to come, with coast 
and harbors for export close at hand. l\Iiltiades, on first going out 
to the Chersonese, had secured it by constructing a cross-wall on 
the same spot, which had since become neglected during the pe
riod of Persian supremacy;' Periklcs had afterwards sent fresh 
colonists, and caused the wall to be repaired. But it seems to have 

. been unnecessary while the Athenian empire was in full vigor,
since the Thracian princes had been generally either conciliated, 
or kept off, by Athens, even without any such bulwark.9 Informed 
that the request of the Chersonesitcs had been favorably listened to 
at Sparta, Derkyllidas resolved to execute their project with his 
own army. Having prolonged his truce with Pharnabazus, he 
crossed the Hellespont into Europe, and employed his army during 
the whole summer in constructing this cross-wall, about four and a 

1 Compare Xen. Hellen. h·, 2, 5. 
• Herodot. vi, 36; Plutarch, l'erikles, c. 19; Isokrates, Or. v, (Philipp.) 

s. 7. 
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quarter miles in length. The work was distributed in portions to dif
ferent sections of the army, competition being excited by reward:; 
for the most rapid and workmanlike execution; while the Cherso
nesites were glad to provide pay and subsistence for the army, dur. 
ing an operation which provided security for all the eleven cities, 
and gave additional value to their lam!:; and harbors. Numerous 
settlers seem to have now come in, under Laced;emonian auspices, 
- who were again disturl>ed, wholly or partially, when the Lace
<lremonian maritime empire was broken up a few years afterwards.! 

On returning to Asia in the autumn, after the completion of this 
work, which had kept his army usefully employed and amply pro
vided during six months, Derkyllidas undertook the siege of Arta
ncus, a strong post (on the continental coai't eastward of .l\Iitylene) 
occupied by some Chian exiles, whom the Laccdxmonian admiral 
Kratesippidas had lent corrupt aid in expelling from their native 
islarnl a fow years before.2 These men, living by predatory expe
ditions against Chios and Ionia, were so well supplied with provi
sions that it cost Derkyllidas a blockade of eight months before he 
could reduce it. He placed in it a strong garrison well supplied, 
that it might serve him as a retreat in case of need, - under an 
Achrean named Drako, whose name remained long terrible from 
his ravages on the neighboring plain of .l\Iysia.3 

Derkyllidas next proceeded to Ephesus, where orders presently 
reached him from the ephors, directing him to march into Karia 
and attack Tissaphernes. The temporary truce which had hitherto 
provisionally kept off Persian soldiers and tribute-gatherers from 
the Asiatic Greeks, was now renounced Ly mutual consent. These 
Greeks had sent envoys to Sparta, assuring the ephors that Tissa
phernes would be constrained to renounce fornrnlly the sovereign · 
rights of Persia, and grant to them full autonomy, if his residence 
in Karia were vigorously attacked. Accordingly Derkyllidas 
marched southward across the l\fxander into Karia, while the 
Lacedremonian fleet under Pharax cooperated along the shore. 
At the same time Tissaphernes, on his side, had received rein
forcements from Susa, together with the appointment of generalis
simo over all the Persian force in Asia l\Iinor; upon which Phar

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 10; iv, 8, 5. Diodor. xiv, 38. 
• Diodor. xiii, 65. 

3 Xen. Ilcl!en. iii, 2, 11; Isokrates, Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 167. 
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nabazus (who had gone up to court in the interval to concert more 
vigorous means of prosecuting the war, but had now returned) I 
joined him in Karia, prepared to commence vigorous operations 
for the expubion of Derkyllidas and his army. Having properly 
garrisoned the strong places, the two satraps crossed the l\l~ander 
at the head of a powerful Grecian and Karian force, with nume
rous Persian cavalry, to attack the Ionian cities. As soon as he 
heard this news, Derkyllidas came back with his army from Karia, 
to cover the towns menaced. Having recrossed the l\Iearnler, he 
was marching with his army in disorder, not suspecting the enemy 
to be near, when on a sudden he came upon their scouts, planted 
on some sepulchral monuments in the road. He also sent some scouts 
up to the neighboring monuments and towers, who apprised him that 
the two satraps, with their joint force in good order, were planted 
here to intercept him. Ile immediately gave orders for his hoplites 
to form in battle array of eight deep, with the peltasts, and his 
handful of horsemen, on each flank. But such was the alarm 
caused among his troops by this surprise, that none could be relied 
upon except the Cyreians and the Peloponnesians. Of the insular 
and Ionian hoplites, from Priene and other cities, some actually 
hid their arms in the thick standing corn, and fled; others, who 
took their places in the line, manifested dispositions which left lit
tle hope that they would stand a charge ; so that the Persians 11ad 
the opportunity of fighting a battle not merely with superiority of 
number, but also with advantage of position and circumstances. 
Pharnabazus was anxious to attack without delay. But Tissa
phcrnes, who recollected well the valor of the Cyreian troops, and 
concluded that all the remaining Greeks were like them, forbade 
it ; sending forward heralds to demand a conference. As they 
approached, Derkyllidas, surrounding himself with a body-guard 
of the finest and best-equipped soldiers,2 advanced to the front of 
the line to meet them; saying that he, for his part, was prepared 

1 Diodor. xiv, 39. 
• Xcn. Hellen. iii, 2, 18. 
In thCJ Anaha,;is (ii, 3, 3) Xenophon mentions the likCJ care on the part 

of Klearchus, to have the best armed and most imposing soldiers around 
him, when he went to his interview with Tissaphernes. 

Xenophon gladly avails himself of the oppo1iunity, to pay an indirect 
compliment to the Cyreian army. 
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to fight, - but since a conference was demanded, he had no objec
tion to grant it, provided hostages were exchanged. This having 
been a~sented to, and a place named for conference on the ensuing 
day, both armies were simultaneously withdrawn; the Persians to 
Tralles, the Greeks to Leukophrys, celebrated for its temple of 
Artemis Leukophryne.• 

This backwardness on the part of Tissaphernes, even at a time 
when he was encouraged by a brother satrap braver than himself, 
occasioned to the Persians the loss of a very promising moment, 
and rescued the Grecian army out of a position of much peril. It 
helps to explain to us the escape of the Cyreians, and the manner 
in which they were allowed to cross rivers and pass over the most 
difficult ground without any serious opposition; while at the same 
time it tended to confirm in the Greek mind the same impressions 
of Persian imbecility as that escape so forcibly suggested. 

The conference, as might be expected, ended in nothing. Der
kyllidas required on behalf of the Asiatic Greeks complete autono
my,- exemption from Persian interference and tribute; while 
the two satraps on their side insisted that the Lacedremonian army 
should be withdrawn from Asia, and the Lacedremonian harmosts 
from all the Greco-Asiatic cities. An armistice was concluded, to 
allow time for reference to the authorities at home ; thus replacing 
matters in the condition in which they had been at the beginning 
of the year.2 

Shortly after the conclusion of this truce, Agesilaus, king of Spar
ta, arrived with a large force, and the war in all respects began to 
assume hu·ger proportions, - of which more in the next chapter. 

But it was not in Asia alone that Sparta had been engaged in 
war. The prostration of the Athenian power had removed that 
common bond of hatred and alarm which attached the ailies to her 
l1eadship; while her subsequent conduct had given positive offence, 
and had even excited against herself the same fear of unmeasured 
imperial ambition which had before run so powe1fully against 
Athens. She had appropriated to herself nearly the whole of the 
Athenian maritime empire, with a tribute scarcely inferior, if at all 
inferior, in amount. How far the total of one thousand talents 
was actually realised during each successive year, we are not in a 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 19; Diodor. xiv, 39. s Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 20. 
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condition to say; but such was the assessment imposed and the 
scheme laid down by Sparta for her maritime dependeneies,
enforced too by omnipresent instruments of rapacity and oppression, 
decemvirs and harmosts, such as Athens had never paralleled. 
When we add to this great maritime empire the prodigious ascen
dency on land which Sparta had enjoyed before, we shall find a 
total of material power far superior to that which Athens had 
enjoyed, even in her day of greatest exaltation, prior to the truce 
of 445 B. C. 

This was not all. From the general dulness of character per
vading Spartan citizens, the full resources of the state were hardly 
ever put forth. Her habitual short-comings at the moment of ac
tion are keenly criticised by her own friends, in contrast with the 
ardor and forwardness which animated her enemies. But at and 
after the battle of .LEgospotami, the entire management of Spartan 
foreign affairs was found in the hands of Lysander; a man not 
only exempt from the inertia usual in his countrymen, but of the 
most unwearied activity and grasping ambition, as well for his 
country as for himself. Under his direction the immense advan
tages which Sparta enjoyed from her new position were at once 
systematized and turned to the fullest account. Now there was 
enough in the new ascendency of Sparta, had it been ever so mod
estly handled, to spread apprehension through the Grecian world. 
But apprehension became redoubled, when it was seen that her 
ascendency was organized and likely to be worked by her most 
aggressive leader for the purposes of an insatiable ambition. For
tunately for the Grecian world, indeed, the power of Sparta did 
not long continue to be thus absolutely wielded by Lysander, whose 
arrogance and overweening position raised enemies against him at 
home. Yet the first impressions received by the allies respecting 
Spartan empire, were derived from his proceedings and his plans 
of dominion, manifested with ostentatious insolence ; and such im
pressions continued, even after the influence of Lysander himself 
had been much abated by the counterworking rivalry of Pausanias 
and others .. 

While Sparta separately had thus gained so much by the close 
of the war, not one of her allies had received the smallest remu
neration or compensation, except such as might be considered to 
be involved in the destruction of a formidable enemy. Even the 
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pecuniary result or residue which Lysander had brought home 
with him (four hundred and seventy talents remaining out of the 
advances made by Cyrus), together with the booty acquired at 
Dekeleia, was all detained by the Lacedremonians themselves. 
Thebes and Corinth indeed presented demands, in which the other 
allies did not (probably durst not) join, to be allowed to share. 
But though all the efforts and sufferings of the war had fallen upon 
these allies no less than upon Sparta, the demands were refused, 
and almost resented as insults.I Hence there arose among the 
allies not merely a fear of the grasping dominion, but a hatred of 
the monopolizing rapacity, of Sparta. Of this new feeling, an early 
manifestation, alike glaring and important, was made by the The~ 
bans and Corinthians, when they refused to join Pausanias in his 
march against Thrasybulus and the Athenian exiles in Peirams,2 
-less than a year after the surrender of Athens, the enemy whom 
these two cities had hated with such extreme bitterness down to 
the very moment of surrender. Even Arcadians and Achreans 
too, habitually obedient as they were to Lacedremon, keenly felt 
the different way in which she treated them, as compared with the 
previous years of war, when she had been forced to keep alive 
their zeal against the common enemy.3 

The Lacedremonians were however strong enough not merely 
to despise this growing alienation of their allies, but even to take 
revenge upon such of the Peloponnesians as had incurred their 
displeasure. Among these stood conspicuous the Eleians ; now 
under a government called democratical, of which the leading man 
was Thrasydreus, - a man who had lent considerable aid in 404 
B. c. to Thrasybulus and the Athenian exiles in Peirreus. The 
Eleians, in the year 420 n. c., had been engaged in a controversy 
with Sparta,-had employed their privileges as administrators 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. iii, 5, 5; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 2i ; Justin, v, IO. 

2 Xen. Hellen. ii, 4, 30. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 12. Koptv&iovr oe Kat "ApKaoar Kat 'Axafovr T£ <Pi:i


µrv ; ol tv µev r<;i 7rpilr vµii.r (it is the Theban envoys who are addressing 
the public assembly at Athens) 7ro'Uµ<tJ µa A.a A£7rapovµevo£ v11" lKe
£v w v (the Laceclremonians ), 7ravrwv Ka2 7rovwv Kat Ktvovvwv Kat &a7rav11µfi
rwv µerelxov ' l7ret o' e7rpa~av alpovAovro ol AaKeoatµovtot, '1t"oiar ~ upx~r ~ 
Ttµ~r ~ 'lrOlWV XPT//lUTWV µeraOeOWKacrtv avTolr; U.'AA.a Tovr µ'Ev ei'Awrar U.pµou
Tur Ka&u;ravat U~tof!at, TWV Oe ~vµµuxwv lA,ev&tpWV OVTWV, E'll'Et tVTVX1J<1aV1 

~ dean:orat U.van:eip~vaaiv. 
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of the Olympic festival to exclude her from attendance on that 
occasion, - and had subsequently been in arms against her along 
with Argos and l\Iantineia. To these grounds of quarrel, now of 
rather ancient date, had been added afterwards, a refusal to furnish 
aid in the war against Athens since the resumption of hostilities 
in 414 B. c., and a recent exclusion of king Agis, who had come 
in person to offer sacrifice and consult the oracle of Zeus Olym
pius ; such exclusion being grounded on the fact that he was about 
to pray for victory in the war then pending against Athens, con
trary to the ancient canon of the Olympic temple, which admitted 
no sacrifice or consultation respecting hostilities of Greek against 
Greek.I · These were considered by Sparta as affronts ; and the 
season was now favorable for resenting them, as well as for chas
tising and humbling Elis.2 Accordingly Sparta sent an embassy, 
requiring the Eleians to make good the unpaid arrears of the quota 
assessed upon them for the cost of the war against Athens ; and 
farther, - to relinquish their authority over their dependent town
ships or Perimki, leaving the latter autonomous.3 Of these depen
dencies there were several, no one very considerable individually, 
in the region called Triphylia, south of the river Alpheus, and 
north of the Neda. One of them was Lepreum, the autonomy of 
which the Lacedremonians had vindicated against Elis in 420 B. c., 
though during the subsequent period it had again become subject. 

i Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 22. 
Toiirwv cl' vurepov, 1rnZ '.Ayioor <reµ<tr&ivror {}foal riiJ 6.1t Karil µavreiav 

nva, lKwAvov ol 'Hil.tiot, µr, r.pMevxra-lla1 VLK'l)V r.oUµov, Aiyo..,rer, <Jr Kal 
TO apxaiov el'!) OVTW voµtµov, µr, XP'l)l1T'l)ptu;eu-11at TOVf "EAA'l)Vaf trp' 'E).A.fivwv 
r.o'if:µc,,- wure u-llvror u7rf/Ai'hv. 

This canon seems not unnatural, for one of the greatest Pan-hellenic 
temples and establishments. Yet it was not constantly observed at Olym
pia (compare another example-Xen. Hellen. iv, 7, 2); nor yet at Delphi, 
which was not less Pan-hcllcnic than Olympia {see Thncyd. i, ll8). 'Ve 
are therefore led to imagine that it was a canon which the 1'leians invoked 
only when they were prompted by some special sentiment or aversion. 

2 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 23. 'EK TOVTWV ovv 1l'UVTWV opyt,oµf:votr, Mo;e role 
l<f>opotr KaZ T(j fKK~.'l)<Jl(l, ucu<f>poviuat avrov~. 

3 Diodorus (xiv, 17) mentions this demand for the arrears; which ap
pears very probable. It is not directly noticed by Xenophon, who however 
mentions (see the passage cited in the note of page preceding) the general 
assessment levied by Sparta upon all her Peloponnesian allies during the 
war. 
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INVASION OF THE ELEIAN TERRITORY. 

The Eleians refused compliance with the demand thus sent, 
alleging that their dependent cities were held by the right of con
quest. They even retorted upon the Lacedremonians the charge 
of enslaving Greeks ;t upon which Agis marched with an army 
to invade their territory, entering it from the north side where it 
joined Achaia. Hardly had he crossed the frontier river Larissus 
and begun his ravages, when an earthquake occurred. Such an 
event, usually construed in Greece as a divine warning, acted on 
this occasion so strongly on the religious susceptibilities of Agis, 
that he not only withdrew from the Eleian territory, but disbanded 
Iii,; army. His retreat gave so much additional courage to the 
Eleians, that they sent envoy;; and tried to establish alliances 
among those cities which they knew to be alienated from Sparta. 
Not even Thebes and Corinth, however, could be induced to assist 
them; nor did they obtain any other aid except one thousand men 
from .L°Etolia. 

In the next summer Agis undertook a second expedition, aeeom
pan ied on this occasion by all the allies of Sparta; even by the 
Athenians, now enrolled upon the list. Thebes and Corinth alone 
stood aloof. On thi:; occasion he approached from the opposite or 
southern side, that of the territory once called l\Iessenia; passing 
through Aulon, and crossing the river Neda. He marched through 
Triphylia to the river Alpheius, which he crossed, and then pro
ceeded to Olympia, where he consummated the sacrifice from which 
the Eleians had before excluded him. In his march he was joined 
by the inhabitants of Lepreum, l\Iakistus, and other dependent 
towns, which now threw off their subjection to Elis. Thus rein
forced, Agis proceeded onward towards the city of Elis, through a 
productive country under flourishing agriculture, enriched by the 
crowds and sacrifices at the neighboring Olympic temple, and for 

Diodor. xiv, 17. 
Diodorus introduces in these transactions King Pausanias, not King Agis, 

as the acting person. 
Pausanias states (iii, 8, 2) that the Eleians, in returning a negative answer 

to the requisition of Sparta, added that they would enfranchise their Peri
reki, when they saw Sparta enfranchise her own. This answer appears to 
me highly improbable, under the existing circumstances of Sparta and her 
relations to the other Grecian states. Allusion to the relations between 
Sparta and her Periooki was a novelty, even in 371 B. c., at the congress 

· which preceded the battle of Leuktra. 
VOL. IX. 10* 15oc. 
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a long period unassailed. After attacking, not very vigorously, 
the half-fortified city, - and being repelled by the JEtolian auxili
aries,- he marched onward to the harbor called Kyllene, still 
plundering the territory. So ample was the stock of slaves, cattle, 
and rural wealth generally, that his troops not only acquired riches 
for themselves by plunder, but were also joined by many Arcadian 
and Achrean volunteers, who crowded in to partake of the golden 
harvest.I 

The opposition or wealthy oligarchical party in Elis availed 
themselves of this juncture to take arms against the government; 
hoping to get possession of the city, and to maintain themselves in 
power by the aid of Sparta. Xenias their leader, a man of im
mense wealth, with several of his adherents, rushed out armed, 
and assailed the government-house, in which it appears that Thra
sydreus and his colleagues had been banqueting. They slew seve
ral persons, and among them one, whom, from great personal 
·resemblance, they mistook for Thra~yd::cus. The latter was how
ever at that moment intoxicated, and asleep in a separate chamber.2 
They then assembled in arms in the market-place, believing them
selves to be masters of the city; while the people, under the like 
impression that Thrasydreus was dead, were too much dismayed.to 
offer resistance. But presently it became known that he was yet 
alive; the people crowded to the government-house" like a swarm 
of bees,"3 and arrayed themselves for his protection as well as 
under his gui<lance. Leading them forth at once to battle, he 
completely defeated the oligarchical insurgents, and forced them 
to flee for protection to the Lacedremonian army. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 23, 26; Diodor. xiv, 17. 

9 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 27; Pausanias, iii, 8, 2; v, 4, 5. 

The words of Xenophon are not very clear- Bovl.6µevot oe ol rrtpl Zeviav 


TOV AtyoµEvov µeoiµv<,J citroµtrp~rmu-IJat TO rrapi:t TOV rrarp1)r upyvpwv (T~V 
TrOAtv) clt' avrC>v 1rfJMX"'fJ7/Uat AaKtOatµoviotr, eKrrtudvrei; ti; oiKiai; i;t¢>1J l;rov

rer uipayar TrOtoVUt, l(()L u).Jcovr Te TlVar KTElVOVO"t, Kai oµotov rtva 8pauvoa[<,J 

U1WKTttvavni;, Ti;J TOV o~µov rrpOUTUT1J, ,;xivro 9pa<1V<JaioV UrrtKTOVeVat • •, '0 
oe epa<1VOaior frt Ka-IJevO(,JV lrvy;ravev, OVTrtp l:µe-IJfo{}lJ. 

Both the words and the narrative are here very obscure. It seems as if a 
sentence had dropped out, when we rome suddenly upon the mention of 
the drunken state of Thrasydren•, withont having before been toltl of any 
circumstance either leacling to or implying this condition. 

a Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 28. 

http:dismayed.to
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Agis presently evacuated the Eleian territory, yet not without 
planting a Lace<l>£monian harmost and a garrison, together with 
Xenias an<l the oligarchical exiles, at Epitalium, a little way south 
of the river Alphcius. Occupying this fort (analogous to Dckeleia 
in Attica), they spread ravage and ruin all around throughout the 
autumn and winter, to such a degree, that in the early spring, 
Thrasydmus and the Eleian government were compelled to send 
to Sparta and solicit peace. They consented to raze the impeifect 
fortifications of their city, so as to leave it quite open. They far
ther surrendered their harbor of Kyllene with their ships of war, 
and relinquished all authority over the Triphylian townships, as 
well as over Lasion, which was claimed as an Arca<lian town.I 
Though they pressed strenuously their claim to preserve the town 
of Epeium (between the Arcadian town of Herma and the Tri
phylian town of l\Iakistus), on the plea that they had bought it 
from its preYious inhabitants at the price of thirty talents paid down, 
- the Lacedmmonians, pronouncing this to be a compulsory bar
gain imposed upon weaker parties by force, refused to recognize it. 
The town was taken away from them, seemingly without any 
reimbursement of the purchase money either in part or in whole. 
On these terms the Elcians were admitted to peace, and enrolled 
again among the members of the Laccdmmonian confederacy.2 

1 
1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 30. There is something perplexing in Xenophon's 

description of the Triphylian townships which the Elcians surrendered. 
First, he does not name Lcpreum or l\Iakistus, both of which nevertheless 
had joined Agis ou his invasion, and were the most important places in 
Triphylia (iii, 2, 25 ). Next, he names Lctrini, Amphidoli, mul l\Iargancis, 
as Triphyli,rn ; which yet were on the north of the Alpheius, and are 
elsewhere distinguished from Triphylian. I incline to believe that tho 
words in his text, Kai ril, Tpt¢v'Aioar rr6'Aetr u¢eivat, must be taken to mean 
Leprcum and J\fakistus, perhaps with some other places whic)l we do not 
know; but that a Kat after urfieivat, has fallen out of the text, and that the 
cities, whose names follow, are to be taken as not Triphylian. Phrixa and 
Epitalium were both south, but only just south, of the Alpheius ; they were 
not on the borders of Triphylia, -and it seems doubtful whether they were 
properly Triphylian. 

• Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 30; Diodor. xiv, 34; Pausan. iii, 8, 2. 
This war between Sparta and Elis reaches over three different years; it 

began in the first, occupied the whole of the second, and was finished in 
the third. 'Vhich years these three were (out of the seven which separate 
B. c. 403-396 ), critics have not been unanimous. 
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The time of the Olympic festival seems to have been now 
approaching, and the Eleians were probably the more anxious to 
obtain peace from Sparta, as they feared to be deprived of their 
privilege as superintendents. The Pisatans, - inhabitants of the 
district immediately around Olympia,- availed themselves of the 
Spartan invasion of Elis to petition for restoration of their original 
privilege, as administrators of the temple of Zeus at Olympia with 
its great periodical solemnity,- by the dispossession of the Eleians 
as usurpers of that privilege. But their request met with no suc
cess. It was true indeed that such right had belonged to the Pisa
tans in early days, before the Olympic festival had acquired its 
actual Pan-hellenic importance and grandeur ; and that the 
Eleians had only appropriated it to themselves after conquering 

Following the chronology of Diodorus, who places the beginning of the 
war in 402 B. c., I differ from l\Ir. Clinton, who places it in 401 B. c. (Fasti 
Hellen. ad ann.), and from Sievers (Gcschichte von Griechenland bis zur 
Schlacht von Mantinea, p. 382), who places it in 398 B. c. 

According to l\Ir. Clinton's view, the principal year of the war would 
have been 400 B. c., the year of the Olympic festival. But surely, had such 
been the fact, the coincidence of war in the country with the Olympic festi
val, must have raised so many complications, and acted so powerfully on 
the sentiments of all parties, as to be specifically mentioned. In my judg
ment, the war was brought to a close in the early part of 400 B. c., before 
the time of the Olympic festival arrived. Probably the Eleians were anx
ious, on this very ground, to bring it to a close before the festival did ar
rive. 

Sievers, in his discussion of the point, admits that the date assigned by 
Diodorus to the Eleian war, squares both with the date which Diodorus 
gives for the death of Agis, and with that which Plutarch states about the 
duration of the reign of Agesilaus, - better than the chronology which he 
himself (Sievers) prefers. He fonnds his conclusion on Xenophon, Hell. 
iii, 2, 21. Tovr<.JV oe rrparroµtvGJv lv rji 'Acri~ vrril .1.ep1<vl.l.ioa, Aa1<eoa1µ6v10L 
Kara rov avrov ;i:povov rral.at opytl;oµevot roz". 'Hl.eiotr, etc. 

This passage is certainly of some weight; yet I think in the present case 
it is not to be pressed with rigid accuracy as to date. The whole third 
Book down to these very words, has been occupied entirely with the course 
of Asiatic affairs. Not a single proceeding of the Lacedremonians in Pelo
ponnesus, since the amnesty at Athens, has yet been mentioned. The com
mand of Derkyllidas included only the last portion of the AsiatiC exploits, 
and Xenophon has here loosely referred to it as if it comprehended the · 
whole. Sievers moreover compresses the whole Eleian war into one year 
and a fraction ; an interval, shorter, I think, than that which is implied in 
the statements of Xenophon. 

http:Tovr<.JV
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the territory of Pisa. But ta.king the festival as it then stood, 
the Pisatans, mere villagers without any- considerable city, were 
incompetent to do justice to it, and would have lowered its dignity 
in the eyes of all Greece. 

Accordingly the Lacedremonians, on this ground, dismissed the 
claimants, and left the superintendence of the Olympic games still 
in the hands of the Eleians.l 

This triumphant dictation of terms to Elis, placed the Lace
dremonians in a condition of overruling ascendency throughout 
Peloponnesus, such as they had never attained before. To com
plete their victory, they rooted out all the remnants of their ancient 
enemies the J\Iessenians, some of whom had been planted by the 
Athenians at Naupaktus, others in the island of Kephallenia. All 
of this persecuted race were now expelled, in the hour of Lacedre
monian omnipotence, from the neighborhood of Peloponnesus, and 
forced to take shelter, some in Sicily, others at Kyrene.I! We 
shall in a future chapter have to commemorate the turn of fortune 
in their favor. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 2, 31. 2 Diodor. xiv, 34; Pausan. iv, 26, 2. 



230 illSTORY OF GREECE. 

CHAPTER LXXIII. 

AGESILAUS Kn\G OF SPARTA.-TIIE CORINTHIAN WAR. 

THE close of the Peloponnesian war, with the victorious organi
zation of the Lacedmmonian empire by J,ysander, has already 
been described as a period carrying with it increased sufferings to 
those towns which had formerly belonged to the Athenian empire, 
as compared with what they had endured under Athens,- and 
harder dependence, unaccompanied by any species of advantage, 
even to those Peloponnesians and inland cities which had always 
bern dependent allies of Sparta. To complete the melancholy 
picture of the Grecian world during these years, we may add 
(what will be hereafter more fully detailed) that calamities of a 
still more deplorable character overtook the Sicilian Greeks; first, 
from the invasion of the Carthaginians, who sacked Ilimera, Seli
nus, Agrigentmn, Gela, and Kamarina, - next from the over
ruling despotism of Dionysius at Syracuse. 

Sparta alone had been the gainer ; and that to a prodigious 
extent, both in revenue and power. It is from this time, and from 
the proceedings of Lysander, that various ancient authors dated 
the commencement of her degeneracy, which they H."cribe mainly 
to her departure from the institutions of Lykurgus by admitting 
gold and silver money. These metals had before been strictly 
prohibited; no money being tolerated except heavy pieces of 
iron, not portable except to a very trifling amount. That such 
was the ancient institution of Spa1ia, under which any Spartan 
having in his possession gold and sih-er money, was liable, if 
detected, to punishment, appears certain. How far the regulation 
may have been in practice evaded, we ha,·e no means of determin
ing. Some of the cphors strenuously opposed the admission of 
the large sum brought home ])y Lysander as remnant of what he 
had received from Cyrus towards tl{e prosecution of the war. 
They contended that the admission of so much gold and silver into 
the public treasury was a flagrant transgression of the Lykurgean 
ordinances. But their rrsistance was unavailing, and the new ac
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quisitions were received; though it still continued to be a penal 
offence (and was even made a capital offence, if we may trust 
Plutarch) for ariy individual to be found with gold and silver in 
his possession.I To enforce such a prohibition, however, even if 
practicable before, ceased to be practicable ?O soon as these metals 
were recognized and tolerated in the possession, and for the pur
poses of the government. 

There can be no doubt that the introduction of a large sum of 
coined gold and silver into Sparta was in itself a striking and im
portant phenomenon, when viewed in conjunction with the pecu
liar customs and discipline of the state. It was likely to raise 
strong antipathies in the bosom of an old fashioned Spartan, and 
probably king Archidamus, had he been alive, would have taken 
part with the opposing ephors. But Plutarch and others have 
criticised it too much as a phenomenon by itself; whereas, it was 
really one characteristic mark and portion of a new assemblage of 
circumstances, into which Sparta had been gradually arriving 
during the last years of the war, and which were brought into 
the most effective action by the decisive success at JEgospotami. 
The institutions of Lykurgus, though excluding all Spartan citi
zens, by an unremitting drill and public mess, from trade and in
dustry, from ostentation, and from luxury, - did not by any means 
extinguish in their bosoms the love of money; 2 while it had a 
positive tendency to exaggerate, rather than to abate, the love of 
power. The Spartan kings, Leotychides and Pleistoanax, had 

1 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 17. Compare Xen. Rep. J,aced. vii, 6. 
Both Ephorus arnl Theopompus recounted the opposition to the intro

duction of gold and silver into Sparta, each mentioning the name of one of 
the ephors as taking the lead in it. 

There was a considerable body of ancient sentiment, and that too among 
high-minded and intelligent men, which regarded gold and silver as a cause 
of mischief and corruption, and of which the stanza of Horace (Od.iii, 3) 
is an echo:-

Aurum irrcpertum, ct sic melius situm 

Cum terra cclat, spernere fortior 


Quam cogere humanos in usus, 

Omne sacrum rapiente dcxtra. 


2 Aristotel. Politic. ii, 6, 23, 

'Arroj3i{3T/Ke oe TOVVUVTlOV r{/J voµo-&fry 7"0V avµrptpovroc· rliv µ"i:v yap ir6i'.tv 

'7rt7rOt1)1<ev uxp~µarov, rove o' lcltwrar t/JtAOXP1J,uurovr. 

http:ir6i'.tv
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both been guilty of receiving bribes; Tissaphernes had found 
means (during the twentieth year of the Peloponnesian war) to 
corrupt not merely the Spartan admiral Astyoclms, but also nearly 
all the captains of the Peloponnesian fleet, except the Syracusan 
Hermokrates; Gylippus, as well as his father Kleandrides, had 
degraded himself by the like fraud; and An~xibius at Byzantium 
was not at all purer. Lysander, enslaved only by his appetite for 
dominion, and himself a remarkable instance of superiority to pe
cuniary corruption, was thus not the first to cngraft that vice on 
the minds of his countrymen. But though he found it already 
diffused among them, he did mnch to impart to it a still more de
cided predominance, by the immense increase of opportunities, 
and enlarged booty for peculation, which his newly-organized 
Spartan empire furnished. Not merely did he bring home a large 
resi<lue in gold and silver, but there was a much larger annual 
tribute imposed by him on the dependent cities, combined with 
numerous appointments of harmosts to govern. these cities. Such 
appointments presented abundant illicit profits, easy to acquire, 
and even difficult to avoid, since the decemvirs in each city were 
eager thus to purchase forbearance or connivance for their own 
misdeeds. So many new sources of corruption were sufficient to 
operate most unfavorably on the Spartan character, if not by im
planting any fresh vices, at least by stimulating all its inherent 
bad tendencies. 

To understand the material change thus wrought in it, we have 
only to contrast the speeches of king Archidamus and of the 
Corinthians, made in 432 B. c. at the beginning of the Pelopon
nesian war, with the state of facts at the end of the war, - during 
the eleven years between the victory of ..lEgospotami and the de
feat of Knidus ( 405-394 B. c.) At the former of the two epochs, 
Sparta had no tributary subjects, nor any funds in her treasury, 
while her citizens were very reluctant to pay imposts.I About 
334 B. c., thirty-seven years after her defeat at Leuktra and her 
loss of J\Iessenia, Aristotle remarks the like fact, which had then 
again become true ; 2 but during the continuance of her empire, 

Thucyd. i, 80. uUu ?ro/,;!.r;, frt ?r/Jov TOVTOV (xp1Jµar<JV) iAAet?roµev, 
/Wt ovre iv Ko£vr;, E;:(Oµev, ovre fro[µ<J<; EK Twv lol<Jv <f>ipoµev. 

s Aristotel. Polit. ii, 6, 23. <l>avA<J<; o' l;:ret Kat ?rtpl TU KOlVU xp~µaTa Toi, 

I 
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between 405 and 394 B. c., she possessed a large public revenue, 
derived from the tribute of the dependent cities. In 432 n. c., 
Sparta is not merely cautious but backward; especially averse to 
any action at a distance from hom~.1 In 404 B. c., after the close 
of the war, she becomes aggressive, intermeddling, and ready for 
dealing with enemies, or making acquisitions remote as well as 
ncar.2 In 432 B. c., her unsocial and exclusive manners, against 
the rest of Greece, with her constant expulsion of other Greeks 
from her own city, stand prominent among her attributes; 3 while 
at the end of the war, her foreign relations liad acquired such 
great development as to become the principal matter of attention 
for her leading citizens as well as for her magistrates ; so that the 
influx of strangers into Sparta, and the cffiux of Spartans into 
other parts of Greece became constant and inevitable. Henc.e 
the strictness of the Lykurgcan discipline gave way on many 
points, and the principal Spartans especially struggled by various 
shifts to evade its obligations. It was to these leading men that 
the great prizes fell, enabling them to enrich themselves at the 
expense either of foreign subjects or of the public treasury, and 
tending more and more to aggravate that inequality of wealth 
amoi:ig the Spartans which Aristotle so emphatically notices in his 
time; 4 since the smaller citizens had no similar opportunities 
opened to them, nor any industry of their own, to guard their 
properties against gradual subdivision and absorption, and to keep 
them in a permanent state of ability to furnish that contribution 
to the mess-table, for themselves and their sons, which formed the 
groundwork of Spartan political franchise. .Moreover, the spec

'!.rraprtaTaW ovre yap lv ri;J KOlvi;J rig rroAewr fortv oinli:v, rro/.tµovr µeya
Aovr uvay1<al;o11ivovr rpipetv. elarpipovai re KaKwr, etc. 

Contrast what Plato says in his dialogue of Alkibiades, i, c. 39, p. 122 E. 
about the great quantity of gold and silver then at Sparta. The dialogue 
must bear date at some period between 400-371 B. c. 

1 See the speeches of the Corinthian envoys and of King Archidamus 
at Sparta (Thucyd. i, 70-84; compare also viii, 24-96). 

2 See the criticisms upon Sparta, about 395 n. c. and 372 n. c. (Xenoph. 
Hellen. iii, 5, 11-15; vi, 3, 8-11). 

3 Thucyd. i, 77. •Aµt1<ra yap r{i re KafJ' vµiir aVTOV( voµtµa TOl( u.UOl( 
here, etc. About the ~ev17Aaaiat of the Spartans -see the speech of Peri
klcs in Tlmcyd. i, 138. 

4 Aristotel. Politic. ii, 6, 10. 



23! IIlSTORY OP GREECE. 

tacle of such newly-opened lucrative prizes, - accessible only to 
that particular section of influential Spartan families who gradually 
became known apart from the rest under the title of the Equals or 
Peers, - embittered the discontent of the energetic citizens be
neath that privileged position, in such a manner as to menac~ the 
tranquillity of the state, - as will presently be seen. That same
ness of life, habits, attainments, aptitudes, enjoyments, fatigues, and 
restraints, which the Lykurgean regulations had so long enforced, 
and still continued to prescribe, - divesting wealth of its principal 
advantages, and thus keeping up the sentiment of personal equality 
among the poorer citizens, - became more and more eluded by 
the richer, through the venality as well as the example of ephors 
and senators; 1 while for those who had no means of corruption, 
it continued unrclaxcd, except in so far as many of them fell into 
astill more degraded condition by the loss of their citizenship. 

It is not merely Isokrates,2 who attests the corruption wrought 
in the character of the Spartans by the possession of that foreign 
empire which followed the victory of 1Egospotami, - but also their 
earnest panegyrist Xenophon. .After having warmly extolled the 
laws of Lykurgus or the Spartan institutions, he is constrained to 
admit that his eulogies, though merited by the past, have become 
lamentably inapplicable to that present which he himself witnessed. 
"Formerly (says hc,3) the Laceclmmonians used to prefer their 

1 Aristot. Politic. ii, 6, 16-18; ii., 7, 3. 2 Isokrates, de Pace, s. 118-127. 

3 Xcn. de Republ. Laced. c. 14. 

Olcla -yup rrpoupov µev Aa1wJa11wvfovr alpovµevovr, oiKot ril. µfrp1a lxovrar 


1i/./,q/,01r <rVVetvat µii)J,ov, iJ apµo;ovrar iv rair 1rot,flrt Ka~ KoAaKevoµ{"Vovr 
Oiatplhip<cri'Jat. Kat rrpocri'Jev µev olOa avrov1: tpo,Bovµivov>, xpiicrtov txovrar 
ipaivecraat. vvv o' fortv ovr Kat Kali./,wm(oµivovr E'lrL r<;> l<eKTr}rJi'Jat. 'Erricr
raµat oe Kat rrpucri'Jt:v TOVTOV lveKa ;ev71A.acriar yiyvoµivar, Kat U.rroo71,1.uiv OVK 
i{ov, ilrrwr µT, pr;zotovpyiar o/ 1ro/,irat am} rwv ;evwv lµrriµrrAatvro' VVV o' 
erricrraµat TOV> OOKoiivrar rrpOirov, elvat lcrrrovOa1<6ra, i:;, f11/0e'lr0Tt rravwvral 
apµo;ovre> lrrt ;evrJ!:. Kat fiv µev, ore lrreµeAOVVTO, ilrrw, aqtot elev nye'icri'Jat• 
viiv oe roli.v µU.A.A.ov rrpayµare£ovrat, orrw, U.p;ovcrtv, iJ O'irW!: u.;wt rovrov foov
rat. To1yapovv ol •EA.l.71ver 1rpoupov µev luvur ek AaKevaiµova lMovro 
avrwv, fiyeicri'Jat ld TOV> OOl<OVVTa> UOll<tiv· VVI' oi: rro/i./,o2 rrapaKaAoiicrtv U.A.
A~AOV> E'lrL TO OtaKWAVetV upqat rrali.tv avrovr. Ovvi:vµivrot 
Oel aavµa(etv TOVTWV TWV lm1fl6ywv aiirolr ytyvoµivwv, lrretvT, tpavepof. el11tV 
ovre Ti;> i'Je{i> rreti'Joµevot OVTe TOL> AvKotpyov voµot,, 

The expression, "taking measures to hinder the J,acedremonians from 
again exercising empire,'' - marks this treatise as probably composed some 

http:rrali.tv
http:U.A.A.ov
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own society and moderate way of life at home, to appointments as 
harmosts in foreign towns, with all the flattery and all the corrup
tion attending them. Formerly, they were afraid to be seen with 
gold in their possession; now, there are some who make even an 
ostentatious display of it. Formerly, they enforced their (Xene
lasy or) expulsion of strangers, and forbade foreign travel, in order 
that their citizens might not be filled with relaxed habits of life 
from contact with foreigners; but now, those who stand first in 
point of influence among them, study above all things to be in per
petual employment as harmosts abroad. There was a time ":hen 
they took pains to be worthy of headship; but now they strive 
much rather to get and keep the command, than to be properly 
qualified for it. Accordingly, the Greeks used in former days to 
come and solicit, that the Spartans would act as their leaders 
against wrong-doers ; but now they are exhorting each other to 
concert measures for shutting out Sparta from renewed empire. 
Nor can we wonder that the Spartans have fallen into this dis
credit, when they have manifestly renounced obedience both to 
the Delphian god, and to the institutions of Lykurgus ! " 

This criticism (written at some period between 394-3il B. c.) 
from the strenuous eulogist of Sparta is highly in:>tructive. "\Ve 
know from other evidences how badly the Spartan empire worked 
for the subject cities ; we here learn how badly it worked for the 
character of the Spartans themselves, and for those internal insti
tutions which even an enemy of Sparta, who detested her foreign 
policy, still felt constrained to admire.I All the vices, here in
sisted upon by Xenophon, arise from various incidents connected 
with her empire. The moderate, home-keeping, old-fashioned, 
backward disposition,- of which the Corinthians complain;2 but 

time between their naval defeat at Knidus, and their land-defeat at Leuktra. 
The former put an end to their maritime empire,- the latter excluded 
them from all possibility of recovering it; but during the interval between 
the two, such recovery was by no means impossible. 

1 The Athenian envoy at Melos says, - AaKeOatµovwt yup rrpor µ'i:v acpiir 
aVTOV(" Ka~ TU i:rrq:wpta voµtµa, TrAdara upeT(i XPWVTal • rrpor oe TOV(" UAAOV> 
- i:mcpavfoTara WV fo,uev Ta µ'i:v ~Oia KaAil voµil;ovat, Tl£ oi: t;vµrpipovTa OtKata 
(Thucyd. v. 105 ). A judgment almost exactly the same, is pronounced by 
Polybius (vi, 48) . 

• Thucyd. i, 69, 70, 71, 84. up;r.at6Tporra vµi:Jv TU i:TrtT1JOevµara - UOKVOt 
rrpilr vµii• µeMTjTUf Kal U1'00TJf'1/ral rrpil, tVOTJfJ.OTUTOV': also viii, 24. 
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for which king Archidamus takes credit, at the beginning of the 
Peloponnesian war,- is found exchanged, at the clo~e of the war, 
for a spirit of aggression and conquest, for ambition public as well 
as private, and for emancipation of the great men from the sub
duing! equality of the discipline enacted by Lykurgus. 

Agis the son of Archidamus (42G-399 n. c.), and Pausanias 
son of Pleistoanax(408-394 B. c.), were the two kings of Sparta 
at the end of the war. But Lysander, the admiral or commander 
of the fleet, was for the time'l greater than either of the two kings, 
who had the right of commanding only the troops on land. I have 
already mentioned how his overweening dictation and insolence 
offended not only Pausanias, but also several of the ephors and 
leading men at Sparta, as well as Pharnabazus the Persian 
satrap; thus indirectly bringing about the emancipation of Athens 
from the Thirty, the partial discouragement of the dekarchies 
throughout Greece, and the recall of Lysander himself from his 
command. It was not without reluctance that the conqueror of 
Athens submitted to descend again to a private station. Amidst 
the crowd of flatterers who heaped incense on him at the moment 
of his omnipotence, there were not wanting those who suggested 
that he was much more worthy to reign than either Agis or Pau
Etanias ; that the kings ought to be taken, not from the first
born of the lineage of Eurysthenes and Prokles, but by selection 
out of all the Herakleids, of whom Lysander himself was one ; 3 

1 I.rrapn1v oaµarJi1111porov (Simon ides ap. Plutarch. Agesilaum, c. I). 
2 See an expression of Aristotle (Polit. ii, 6, 22) about the function of 

admiral among the Lacedremonians, - hri yap -roZr f3arJ1AeurJ111,, oval arpar7J

yolc uiJioi1:, f7 vavap;rta a;reouv l:repa (3aalAela KafJtGT1JKE. 

This reflection, - which Aristotle intimates that he has bon·owed from 
some one else, though without saying from whom,-mnst in all probability 
have been founded upon the case of Lysander; for never after Lysander, 
was there any Lacedtl)monian admiral enjoying a power which could by 
possihility be termed exorbitant or dangerous. "\Ve know that during the 
later years of the Peloponnesian war, much censure was cast upon the Lace
dremanian practice of annually changing the admiral (Xen. Hellen. i, 6, 4). 

The Lacedremonians seem to have been impressed with these criticisms, 
for in the year 395 n. c. (the year before the battle of Knidns) they conferred 
upon King Agesilaus, who was then commanding the land army in Asia 
Minor, the command of the fleet also - in order to secure unity of opera
tions. This had never been done before (Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 28). 

3 Plutarc~, Lysand. c. 24. Perhaps he may have been simply a member 
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and that the person elected ought to be not merely a descendant 
of IIerakles, but a worthy parallel of Ilerakles himself, while 
preans were sung to the honor of Lysander at Samos,1 - while 
Chccrilus and Antilochus composed poems in his praise, - while 
Antimachus (a poet highly esteemed by Plato) entered into a 
formal competition of recited epic verses called Lysandria, and 
was surpassed by Nikeratus, there was another warm admirer, a 
rhetor or sophist of Ilalikarnassus, named Kleon,2 who wrote a 
discourse proving that Lysander had well earned the regal dignity, 
- that personal excellence ought to prevail over legitimate de
scent, and that the crown ought to be laid open to election from 
the most worthy among the Ilerakleids. Considering that rhetoric 
was neither employed nor esteemed at Sparta, we cannot reasona
bly believe that Lysander really ordered the composition of this 
discourse as an instrument of execution for projects preconceived 
by himself, in the same manner as an Athenian prosecutor or de
fendant before the dikastery used to arm himself with a speech 
from Lysias or Demosthenes. Kleon would make his court pro
fessionally through such a prose composition, whether the project 
were first recommended by himself, or currently discussed among 
a circle of admirers; while Lysander would probably requite the 
compliment by a reward not less munificent than that which he 
gave to the indifferent poet Antilochus.3 And the composition 
would be put into the form of an harangue from the admiral to his 
countrymen, without any definite purpose that it should be ever so 
delivered. Such hypothesis of a speaker and an audience was 
frequent with the rhetors in their writings, as we may see in 
Isokrates, _!especially in his sixth discourse, called Archidamus. 

:Either from hi:> own ambition, or from the suggestions of others, 
Lysander came now to conceive the idea of breaking the succes
sion of the two regal families, and opening for himself a door to 
reach the crown. His projects have been characterized as revolu

of the tribe called Hyllcis, who, probably, called themselves Hcrakleids. 
Some affirmed that Lysander wished to cause the kings to be elected out 
of all the Spartans, not simply ont of the Heraklcids. This is less prob
able. 

1 Duris ap. Athenmum, xv, p. 696. 
1 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 18; Plutarch, Agcsil. c. 20. 
3 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 17. 
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tionary; but there seems nothing in them which fairly merits the 
appellation, in the sense which that word now bears, if we consider 
accurately what the Spartan kings were in the year 400 B. c. 
In this view the associations connected with the title of king, are 
to a modern reader misleading. The Spartan kings were not 
kings at all, in any modern sense of the term; not only they 
were not absolute, but they were not even constitutional kings. 
They were not sovereigns, nor was any Spartan their subject ; 
every Spartan was the member of a free Grecian community. 
The Spartan king did not govern ; nor did he reign, in the 
sense of having government carried on in his name and by his 
delegates. The government of Sparta was carried on by the 
ephors, with frequent consultation of the senate, and occasional, 
though rare appeals, to the public assembly of citizens. The 
Spartan king was not legally inviolable. He might be, and occa
sionally was, arrested, tried, and punished for misbehavior in the 
discharge of his functions. He was a self-acting person, a great 
officer of state ; enjoying certain definite privileges, and exer
cising certain military and judicial functions, which passed as an 
universitas by hereditary transmission in his family; but subject 
to the control of the ephors as to the way in which he performed 
these duties.I Thus, for example, it was his privilege to command 
the army when sent on foreign service; yet a law was made, 
requiring him to take deputies along with him, as a council of war, 
without whom nothing was to be done. The ephors recalled Age
silaus when they thought fit ; and they brought Pausanias to trial 

1 Aristotle (Polit. v, I, 5) represents justly the schemes of Lysander as 
going 1rp0( TO µ{po( TL K.tVqaat T~!: 1r0Atr£iac• olov up;r~v Ttva Karaatjrrat rt 
uveA.elv. The Spartan kingship is here regarded as rip;r~ Tt!;'-one office 
of state, among others. But Aristotle regards Lysander as having intended 
to destroy the kingship- K.ara/ci!(rat r~v flaatl.eiav- which does not appear 
t() have been the fact. The plan of Lysander was to retain the kingship, 
but to render it elective instead of hereditary. He wished to place the 
Spartan kingship substantially on the same footing, as that on which the 
office of the kings or suffetes of Carthage stood ; who were not hereditary, 
nor confined to members of the same family or Gens, but chosen out of the 
principal families or Gentes. Aristotle, while comparing the f3aatA.el!;' at 
Sparta with those at Carthage, as being generally analogous, pronounces in 
favor of the Carthaginian election as better than the Spartan hereditary 
transmission. ( Arist. Polit. ii, 8, 2.) 

http:f3aatA.el
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and punishment, for alleged misconduct in his command.I The 
only way in which the Spartan kings formed part of the sovereign 
power in the state, or shared in the exercise of government 
properly so called, was that they had votes ex officio in the Senate, 
and could vote there by proxy when they were not present. In 
ancient times, very imperfectly known, the Spartan kings seem 
really to have been sovereigns; the government having then been 
really carried on by them, or by their orders. But in the year 
400 B. c., Agis and Pausanias had become nothing more than great 
and dignified hereditary officers of state, still bearing the old title 
of their ancestors. To throw open these hereditary functions to all 
the members of the IIerakleid Gens, by election from their num
ber, might be a change better or worse; it was a startling novelty 
(just as it would have been to propose, that any of the various 
priesthoods, which were hereditary in particular families, should 
be made elective), because of the extreme attachment of the Spar
tans to old and sanctified customs ; but it cannot properly be styled 
revolutionary. The ephors, the senate, and the public assembly, 
might have made such a change in full legal form, without any 
appeal to violence ; the kings might vote against it, but they would 
have been outvoted. And if the change had been made, the Spar
tan government would have remained, in form as well as in prin
ciple, just what it was before; although the Eurystheneid and Pro
kleid families would have lost their privileges. It is not meant 
here to deny that the Spartan kings were. men of great importance 
in the state, especially when (like Agesilaus) they combined with 
their official station a marked personal energy. But it is not the 
less true, that the associations, connected with the title of king in 
the modern mind, do not properly apply to them. 

To carry his point at Sparta, Lysander was well aware that 
agencies of an unusual character must be employed. Quitting 
Sparta soon after his recall, he visited the oracles of Delphi, Do
dona, and Zeus Ammon in Libya,2 in order to procure, by persua
sion or corruption, injunctions to the Spartans, countenancing his 
projects. So great was the general effect of oracular injunctions 
on the Spartan mind, that Kleomenes had thus obtained the depo
sition of king Demaratus, and the exiled Pleistoanax, his own 

1 Thucyd. v, 63; Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 25; iv, 2, 1. 

1 Diodor. xiv, 13; Cicero, de Diviuat. i, 43, 96 ; Cornel. Nepos, Lysand. c. 3. 
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return ;I bribery having been in both cases the moving impulse., 
But Lysander was not equally fortunate. None of these oracles 
could be induced, by any offers, to venture upon so grave a sen
tence as that of repealing the established law of succession to the 
Spartan throne. It is even said that the priests of Ammon, not 
content with refusing his offers, came over to Sparta to denounce 
his proceeding; upon which accusation Lysander was put on his 
trial, but acquitted. The statement that he was thus tried and ac
quitted, I think untrue. But his schemes so far miscarried, 
and he was compelled to resort to another stratagem, yet still ap
pealing to the religious susceptibilities of his countrymen. There 
had been born some time before, in one of the cities of the Euxine, 
a youth named Silcnus, whose mother affirmed that he was the son 
of Apollo; an assertion which found extensive credence, notwith
standing various difficulties raised by the sceptics. "\Yhile making 
at Sparta this new birth of a son to the god, the partbans of Ly
sander also spread abroad the news that there existed sacred 
manuscripts and inspired records, of great antiquity, hidden and 
yet unread, in the custody of the Delphian priests; not to be 
touched or consulted until some genuine son of Apollo should come 
forward to claim them. 1'rith the connh-ance of some among the 
priests, certain oracles were fabricated agreeable to the views of 
Lysander. The plan wa's concerted that Silenus should present 
himself at Delphi, tender the proofa of his divine parentage, and 
then claim the inspection of these hidden records; which the 
priests, afl:er an apparently rigid scrutiny, were prepared to grant. 
Silenus would then read them aloud in the presence of all the 
spectators ; and one would be found among them, recommending 
to the Spartans to choose their kings out of all the best citizens.2 

So nearly did this project approach to consummation, that Sile
nus actually presented himself at Delphi, and put in his claim. 
But one of the confederates either failed in I1is courage, or broke 
down, at the critical moment; so that the hidden records still 
remained hidden. Yet though Lysander was thus compelled to 
abandon his plan, nothing was made public about it until after his 

1 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 25, from Ephorus. Compare Herodot. vi, 66; 
Thucyd. v, 12. 

2 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 26. 
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death. It might probably have succeeded, had he found temple
confederates of proper courage and cunning, - when we consider 
the profound and habitual deference of the Spartans to Delphi; 
upon the sanction of which oracle the Lykurgean institutions them
selves were mainly understood to rest. And an occasion presently 
arose, on which the proposed change might have been tried with 
unusual facility and pertinence; though Lysander himself, having 
once miscarried, renounced his enterprise, and employed his influ
ence, which continued unabated, in giving the sceptre to another 
instead of acquiring it for himself,! - like J\Iucian in reference to 
the emperor Vespasian. 

It was apparently about a year after the campaigns in Elis, that 
king Agis, now an old man, was taken ill at Herrea in Arcadia, 
and carried back to Sparta, where he shortly afterwards expired. 
His wife Mimma had given birth to a son named Leotychides, now 

1 Tacit. Histor. i, 10. "Cui cxpeditius fucrit tradere imperirun, quam 
obtinere." 

The general fact of the conspiracy of Lysander to open for himself a 
way to the throne, appears to rest on very sufficient testimony, - that of 
Ephorus; to whom perhaps the words <f>aui rive~ in Aristotle may allude, 
where he mentions this conspiracy us having been narrated (Polit. v, 1, 5). 
But Plutarch, as well as K. 0. :l\Iiillcr (llist. of Dorians, iv, 9, 5) and others, 
e1Toneously represent the intrigues with the oracle as beiug resorted to after 
Lysander returned from accompanying Agesilaus to Asia; which is cer
tainly impossible, since Lysander accompanied Agcsilaus out, in the spring 
of 396 B. c. - did not return to Greece until the spring of 395 B. c. -and 
was then employed, with an interval not greater than four or five months, 
ou that expedition against Bu~otia wherein he was slaiu. 

The tampering of Lysander with the oracle must undoubtedly have 
taken place prior to the death of .Agis, - at some time between 403 B.c. 
and 399 n. c. The humiliation which he received in 396 n. c. from Agesi
laus might indeed h:n·e led him to revolve in his mind the renewal of his 
former plans; but he can have hacl no time to do anything towards them. 
Aristotle (Polit. v, 6, 2) alludes to tho humiliation of Lysander by the 
kings as au example of incidents tending to raise disturbance in an aristo
cratical government; but this humiliation, probably, alludes to the manner 
in which he was thwarted in Attica by l'ausanias in 403 n. c. - which pro
ceeding is ascribed hy Plutarch to both kings, as well as to their jealousy of 
Lysander (see Plutarch, Lysaml. c. 21 )-not to the treatment of Lysander 
by Agesilaus in 396 n. c. The mission of Lysander to the despot Diony
sius at Syracuse (l'lutarch, I.ysan<l. c. 2) must also have taken place prior 
to the death of .Agis iu 399 n. c.; whether before or after the failure of tho 
stratagem at Delphi, is uncertain; perhaps after it. 

VOL. IX, 11 160C. 
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a youth about fifteen years of age.l But the legitimacy of this youth 
had always been suspected by Agis, who had pronounced, when 
the birth of the child was first made known to him, that it could 
not be his. Ile had been frightened out of his wife's bed by the 
shock of an earthquake, which was construed as a warning from 
Poseidon, and was held to be a prohibition of intercourse for a cer
tain time ; during which interval Leotychides was born. This was 
one story ; another was, that the young prince was the son of Al
kibiades, born during the absence of Agis in his command at 
Dekeleia. On the other hand, it was alleged that Agis, though 
originally doubtful of the legitimacy of Leotychides, had after

. wards retracted his suspicions, and fully recognized him; especially, 
and with peculiar solemnity, during his last illness.2 As in the 
case of Demaratus about a century earlier,3-advantage was 
taken of these doubts by Agesilaus, the younger brother of Agis, 
powerfully seconded by Lysander, to exclude Leotychides, and 
occupy the throne himself. 
. Agesilaus was the son of king Archidamus, not by Lampito the 
mother of Agis, but by a second wife named Eupolia. Ile was now 
at the mature age of forty,4 and having been brought up without 
any prospect of becoming king, - at least until very recent times, 
-had passed through the unmitigated rigor of Spartan drill and 
training. He was distinguished for all Spartan ·virtues ; exemplary 
obedience to authority, in the perfornmnce of his trying exercises, 
military as well as civil, - intense emulation, in trying to surpass 
every competitor, - extraordinary courage, unremitting energy, 
as well as facility in enduring hardship,- perfect simplicity and 
frugality in all his personal habits, - extreme sensibility to the 
opinion of his fellow-citizens. Towards his personal friends or 

1 The age of Leotychides is approximately marked by the date of the 
presence of Alkibiades at Sparta 414-413 n. c. The mere rumor, true or 
false, that this young man was the son of Alkibiades, may be held sufficient 
as chronological evidence to certify his age. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 2; Pausanias, iii, 8, 4; Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 3. 
8 Herodot. v, 66. 
• I confess I do not understand how Xenophon can say, in his Agesilaus, 

i, 6, 'AyrwiAaot; Toivvv frt µev viot; l>v frvxe Tijt; {3ar;1")..efot;. For he himself 
says (ii, 28), and it seems well established, that Agesilaus died at the age of 
above 80 (Plutarch, Agesil. c. 40); and his death must have been about 360 
:u.o. 
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adherents, lie was remarkable for fervor of attachment, even for 
unscrupulous partisanship, with a readiness to use all his influ
ence in screening their injustices or short-comings ; while he 
was comparatively placable and generous in dealing with rivals 
at home, notwithstandiug his eagerness to be first in every sort 
of competition.I His manners were cheerful and popuhtr, and 
his physiognomy pleasing; though in stature he was not only 
small but mean, and though he labored under the additional 
defect of lameness on one leg,2 which accounts for his constant 
refusal to suffer his statue to be taken.3 He was indifferent to 
money, and exempt from excess of selfish feeling, except in his 
passion for superiority and power. 

In spite of his rank as brother of Agis, Agesilaus had never yet 
been tried in any military command, though he had probably 
served in the army either at Dekeleia or in Asia. l\Iuch of his 
character, therefore, lay as yet undisclosed. And his popularity 
may perhaps have been the greater at the moment when the throne 
became vacant, inasmuch as, having never been put in a position 
to excite jealousy, he stood distinguished only for accomplishments, 
efforts, endurances, and punctual obedience, wherein even the 
poorest citizens were his competitors on equal terms. Nay, so com
plete was the self-constraint, and the habit of smothering emotions, 
generated by a Spartan training, that even the cunning Lysander 
himself did not at this time know him. He and Agesilaus had been 
early and intimate friends,4 both liaving been placed as boys in the 
same herd or troop for the purposes of discipline; a strong illus
tration of the equalizing character of this discipline, since we know 
that Lysander was of poor parents and condition.5 He made the 
mistake of supposing Agesilaus to be of a disposition particularly 
gentle and manageable; and this was his main inducement for 
espousing the pretensions of the latter to the throne, after the 

1 Plutarch, Agcsilaus, c. 2-5; Xcnoph. Agesil. vii, 3; Plutarch, Apophth. 
Laconic. p. 212 D. 

2 l'lutarch, Agesil. c. 2; Xcnoph. Agcsil. viii, I. 
It appears that the mother of Agcsilaus was a very small woman, and 

that Archidamus had incurred the censure of the ephors, on that especial 
ground, for marrying her. 

3 Xenoph. Agcsil. xi, 7; Plutnrch, Agcsil. c. 2. 
' Plutarch, Agesil. c. 2. 0 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 2. 
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decease of Agis. Lysander reckoned, if by his means Agcsilaus 
became king, on a great increase of his own influence, and especially 
on a renewed mission to Asia, if not as ostensible general, at least 
as real chief under the tutelar head~hip of the new king. 

Accordingly, when the impof'ing solemnities which always 
marked the funeral of a king of Sparta were terminated,! and 
the day arrived for installation of a new king, Agesilaus, under 
the promptings of Lysander, stood forward to contest the legiti
macy and the title of Lcotychides, and to claim the sceptre for 
himself,- a true Herakleid, brother of the late king Agis. In the 
debate, which probably took place not merely before the ephors 
and the senate but before the assembled citizens besides, Lysander 
warmly seconded his pretensions. Of this debate unfortunately 
we are not permitted to know much. We cannot doubt that the 
mature age and excellent reputation of Agesilaus would count as a 
great recommendation, when set against an untried youth ; and 
this was probably the real point (since the relationship of both was 
so near) upon which decision turned ;2 for the legitimacy of Leo
tychides was positively asseverated by his mother TimIBa,3 and 
we do not find that the question of paternity was referred to the · 
Delphian oracle, as in the case of Demaratus. 

There was, however, one circumstance which stood much in the 
way ofAgesilaus, -his personal deformity. A lame king of Sparta 
had never yet been known. And if we turn back more than a cen
tury to the occurrence of a similar deformity in one of the Battiad 
princes at Kyrene,4 we see the Kyrenians taking it so deeply to 
heart, that they sent to ask advice from Delphi, and invited over 
the l\Iantineian reformer Demonax. Over and above this senti
ment of repugnance, too, the gods had specially forewarned Sparta 
to beware of" a lame reign." Dciopeithcs, a prophet and religious 

• Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, I. 
2 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 22; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 3; Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 2; 

Xcn. Agesil. l, 5 - Kpivaaa " 1r0Ali" uvemKAerorepov elvat ,Ay71aiAaov Kat TijJ 
/'EPet Kat Ty Upery, etc. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 2. This statement contradicts the talk impnted to 
Timrea by Duris (Plutarch, Agcsil. c. 3; Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. 23). 

4 IIerodot. iY, 161. t:.w5igaro oe Tijv {3aaiA7Jl7JV TOV 'ApKeaiAew 6 7ral• 
Barroi-, xw:1.oi- re lWv /Wl OVI<. uprfaov •. 01 oe Kvp11valot 7rp0 !; Tijv Ka
T a A.af3 ova av avµ </Jo p ij v l7reµ7rov ii- !::.eA</Joi!i-, l7retp7JaOµivovi- llvriva 
Tp(i7rov 1<araar71aaµevot KaAAtara llv olKiotev. 
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adviser of l1igh reputation, advocated the cause of Leotychides. 
He produced an ancient oracle, telling Sparta, that "with all her 
pride she must not suffer a lame reign to impair her stable footing ;I 
for if she did so, unexampled suffering and ruinous wars would 
long beset her." This prophecy had already been once invoked, 
about eighty years earlier,2 but with a very different interpretation. 
To Grecian leaders, like Themistokles or Lysander, it was an 
accomplishment of no small value to be able to elude inconvenient 
texts or intractable religious feelings, by expository ingenuity. 
And Lysander here raised his voice (as Themistokles had done 
on the momentous occasion before the battle of Salamis),3 to com
bat the professional expositors; contending that by" a lame reign," 
the god meant, not a bodily defect in the king,-which might not 
even be congenital, but might arise from some positive hurt,4 
but the reign of any king who was not a genuine descendant of 
Herakles. 

The influence of Lysander,5 combined doubtless with a prepon
derance of sentiment already tending towards Agesilaus, caused 
this effort of interpretative subtlety to be welcomed as convincing, 
and led to the nomination of the Jame candidate as king. There 
was, however, a considerable minority, to whom this decision ap
peared a sin against the gods and a mockery of the oracle. 
And though the murmurs of such dissentients were kept down by 
the ability and success of Agesilaus during the first years of his 
reign ; yet when, in his ten last years, calamity and humiliation 
were poured thickly upon this proud city, the public sentiment 
came decidedly round to their view. Many a pious Spartan then 

1 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 22; Plutarch, AgcsiL c. 3; Pausanias, iii, 8, 5. 
2 Diodor. xi, 50. 3 Herodot. vii, 143. 
4 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 3. wr OVI( oiotro, TOV i'teov TOVTO l(e?.evetv <fivlJd;aa

fJa1, µ1/ 7rpOCf7rTaiaar Tt' xwi..eva'J, uAAu µal.A.av, µ1/ OVI( °'" roii 
yiivovr [3aatAev(f'J;. 

Congenital lameness would be regarded as a mark of divine displeasure, 
and therefore a disqualification from the throne, as in the cnse of Battus 
of Kyrene above noticed. But the words ;rw/.q {3aai1.e1a were general 
enough to cover both the cases,-superinduced as well as congenital lame
ness. It is upon this that Lysander founds his inference -that the god 
did not mean to allude to bodily lameness at all. 

6 Pausanias, iii, 8, 5; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 3; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 22 ; 
Justin, vi, 2. 
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exclaimed, with feelings of bitter repentanee, that the divine word 
never failed t-0 come true at last,' and that Sparta was justly pun
ished for having wilfully shut her eyes to the distinct and merciful 
warning youchsafed to her, about the mischiefs of a "lame reign."2 

Besides the crown, Agesilaus at the same time acquired the 
large property left by the late king Agis ; an acquisition which 
enabled him to display his generosity by transferring half of it at 
once to his maternal relatives, - for the most part poor persons.3 
The popularity acquired by this step was still farther increased by 
his manner of conducting himself towards the ephors and senate. 
Between these magistrates and the kings, there was generally a 
bad under:itanding. The kings, not having lost the tradition of the 
plenary power once enjoyed by their ancestors, displayed as much 
haughty reserve as they dared, towards an authority now become 
essentially superior to their own. llut Agesilaus,-not less from 
his own preestablisl~cd habits, than from anxiety to make up for 
the defects of his title, - adopted a line of conduct studiously op
posite. He not only took pains to avoid collision with the ephors, 
but showed marked deference both to their orders and to their 
persons. He rose from his seat whenever they appeared; he con
ciliated both ephors and senators by timely presents.4 By sueh 
judicious proceeding, as well as by his exact observance of the laws 
and customs,s he was himself the greatest gainer. Combined with 
that ability and energy in which he was never deficient, it ensured 
to him more real power than had ever fallen to the lot of any king 
of Sparta; power not merely over the military operations abroad 

1 'Io' oluv, t:iv 1raioe~-, 1rpMeµtfrv lirpap 
Tov'Co( To ihfnrpo1rov 7/µZv 
Tiir n:a'Aat¢iaTov 7rpovofor, 
·ov l'AaKev, etc. 

This is a splendid chorus of the Trachinire of Sophokles (822) proclaim
ing their sentiments on the awful death of Herakles, in the tunic of Nessus, 
which has just been announced as about to happen. 

2 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 30 ; Plutarch, Compar. Agesil. and Pomp. c. I. 
,Ay11rr['Aaor oe T~V {Jarri'Aetav Mo;e lca;3eiv, OVTE ril n:po( TOV( -&eovr 1iµeµn:
ror, OVTC TU n:por avt'Jpinrovr, Kpivar vot'Jeiar AwTv;rio11v, ov vlov avroii an:e
clet;cv 0 a&'A¢ior yv~<JLOV, TUV oe ;rp11rrµov KllT<tpwvevrraµevor rov n:ep~ Tij( 
XWAOT1JTO>- Again, ib. c. 2. Ot' 'Ay11rri?t.aov tn:errKOT1JO"e r(iJ xr11rrµ(iJ Afoavopor. 

3 Xen. Agesil. iv, 5; Plutarch, Ages. c. 4. 
' l'lutarch, Agesil. c. 4. 6 Xen. Agesil. vii, 2. 
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which usually fell to the kings, - but also over the policy of the 
state at home. On the increase and maintenance of that real 
power, his chief thoughts were concentrated; new dispositions 
generated by kingRhip, which had never shown themselves in him 
before. Despising, like Lysander, both money, luxury, and all the 
outward show of power, - he exhibited, as a king, an ultra-Spar
tan simplicity, carried almost to affectation, in diet, clothing, and 
general habits. But like Lysander also, he delighted in the exer
cise of dominion through the medium of knots or factions of de
voted partisans, whom he rarely scrupled to uphold in all their 
career of injustice and oppression. Though an amiable man, with 
no disposition to tyranny, and still less to plunder, for his own bene
fit, -Agesilaus thus made himself the willing instrument of both, 
for the benefit of his various coadjutors and friends, whose power 
and consequence he identified with his own.I 

At the moment when Agesilaus became king, Sparta was at the 
maximum of her power, holding nearly all the Grecian towns as 
suLject allies, with or without tribute. She was engaged in the 
task (as has already been mentioned) of protecting the Asiatic 
Greeks against the Persian satraps in their neighborhood. And 
the most interesting portion of the life of Agesilaus consists in the 
earnestness with which he espoused, and the vigor and ability with 
which he conducted, this great Pan-hellenie duty. It will be seen 
that success in his very promising career was intercepted 2 by his 
bad, factious subservience to partisans, at home and abroad, - by 
his unmeasured thirst for Spartan omnipotence, - and his indiffer
ence or aversion to any generous scheme of combination with the 
cities dependent on Sparta. 

His attention, however, was first called to a dangerous inter
_nal conspiracy with which Sparta was threatened. The "lame 
reign" was as yet less than twelve months old, when Agesilaus, be
ing engaged in sacrificing at one of the estaLlished state solemnities, 
was apprised by the officiating prophet, that the victims exhibited 
menacing symptoms, portending a conspiracy of the most formida· 

I Isokratcs, Orat. v, (Philipp.) s. 100; Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. a, 13-23 j 
Plutarch, Apophthegm. Laconica, p. 209 F-212 D. 

See the incident alluded to by Theopompus ap. Athenreum, xiii, p. 
609. 

2 Isokrates (Orat. v, ut sup.) makes a remark in substance the same. 
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ble character. A second sacrince gave yet worse promise; and 
on the third, the terri£ed prophet exclaimed, "Agcsilaus, the reve
lation before us imports that we are actually in the mi(bt of our 
enemies." They still continued to sacrifice, but victims were now 
offered to the averting and preserving gods, with prayers that these 
latter, by tutelary interposition, would keep off the impending peril. 
At length, after much repetition, and great difficulty, favorable vic
tllns were obtained; the meaning of which was soon made elem·. 
Five days afterwards, an informer came Lefore the cphor8, com
municating the secret, that a dangerous conspiracy was preparing, 
organized by a citizen named Kinadon.t 

The conspirator thus named was a Spartan citizen, but not one 
of that select number called The Equals or The Peers. It has 
already been mentioned that inequalities had been gradually grow
ing up among qualiiled citizens of Sparta, tending tacitly to set apart 
a certain number of them under the name of The Peers, and all 
the rest under the correlative name of The Inferiors. Besides 
this, since the qualification of every family lasted only so long as 
the citizen could furnish a given contribution for himself and his 
sons to the public mess-table, and since industry of every kind was 
inconsistent with the rigid personal drilling imposed upon all of 
them,- the natural consequence was, that in each generation a 
certain number of citizens became disfranchised and dropped off. 
But these disfranchised men did not become Perireki or Helots. 
They were still citizens, whose qualification, though in abeyance, 
might be at any time renewed by the muniilcence of a rich man ; 2 

so that they too, along with the lesser citizens, were known under 
the denomination of The Inferiors. It was to this class that Kina
<lon belonged. He was a young man of remarkable strength and 
courage, who had discharged with honor his duties in the Lykur
gean discipline,3 and had imbibed from it that sense of personal 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. iii, 3, 4. 
9 See Vol. II, Ch. vi, p. 359 of this History. 
• Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 5. OV.or (Kina<lon) <i' f/v vtavfoKor Kat To eloor Kd 

T~V 'if!UX~V E:VpCJO'rOf, OV µf:vrot TWV OµOtCJV. 

The meaning of the term Ol oµotoL fluctuates in Xenophon; it· some· 
times, as here, is use<l to signify the privileged Peers - again De Repub. 
Laced. xiii, I ; and Anab. iv, 6, 14. Sometimes again it is used agreeably 
to the Lykurgean theory; whereby every citizen, who rigorously discharged 
his duty in the public drill, belonged to tho number (De Hep. Lac. x, 7). 

There was a variance between the theory and the practice. 
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equality, and that contempt of privilege, which its theory as well 
as its practice suggested. Notwithstanding all exactness of duty 
performed, he found that the constitution, as practically worked, 
excluded him from the honors and distinctions of the state; re
serving them for the select citizens known under the name of 
Peers. And this exclusion had become more marked and galling 
since the formation of the Spartan empire after the victory of 
. .ZEgospotami; whereby the number of lucrative posts (harmosties 
and others) all monopolized by the Peers, had been so much multi
plied. Debarred from the great political prizes, Kinadon was still 
employed by the ephors, in consequence of his high spirit and 
military sufficiency, in that standing force which they kept for 
maintaining order at home.I Ile had been the agent ordered on 
several of those arbitrary seizures which they never scrupled to 
employ towards persons whom they regarded as dangerous. But 
this was no satisfaction to his mind; nay, probably, by bringing 
him into close contact with the men in authority, it contributed to 
lessen his respect for them. He desired " to be inferior to no man 
in Sparta,'' 2 and his con8piracy was undertaken to realize this 
object by breaking up the constitution. 

It has already been mentioned that amidst the general insecurity 
which pervaded the political society of Laconia, the ephors main
tained a secret police and system of espionage which reached its 
height of unscrupulous efficiency under the title of the Krypteia. 
Such precautions were now more than ever requisite ; for the 
changes in the practical working of Spartan politics tended to 
multiply the number of malcontents, and to throw the Inferiors as 
well as the Periceki and the Neodamodes (manumitted Helots), 
into one common antipathy with the Helots, against the exclusive 
partnership of the Peers. Informers were thus sure of encourage
ment and reward, and the man who now came to the ephors either 

l Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 9. 'Y7r7Jper~Ket De Ka/; a;\..?t.' fio11 0 Ktvavwv roit; 'Eef>O
pott; rotavra. iii, 3, 7. Ol uvvrerayµevoi fiµi:iv (Kinadon says) avroi; llrrAfi 
KeKr~µefJa. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 11. µ11oevoi; 1/rrwv elvat ri:Jv lv AaKeoa[µovt-was 
the declaration of Kinadon when seized and questioned by the ephors con· 
cerning his purposes. Substantially it coincides with Aristotle (Polit. v, 6, 
2) - ii llrav U.vopw01/t; rtt; tiv µq µerexv ri:Jv rtµi:iv, olov KwaVCJJl 0 Ti}v err' 
'Ay11u1Miov uvuri/uai; errWeuw errl rovt; l:rrapriarar. . " 

11* 
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was really an intimate friend of Kinadon, or had professed himself 
such in order to elicit the secret. " Kinadon (said he to the ephors) · 
brought me to the extremity of the market-place, aml bade me 
count how many Spartans there were therein. I reckoned up 
about forty, besides the king, the ephors and the senators.1 Upon 
my asking him why he desired me to count them, he replied, 
Because these are the men, and the only men, whom you have 
to look upon as enemies ; I all others in the market-place, more 
than four thousand in number, are friends and comrades. Kina
don also pointed out to me the one or two Spartans whom we met 
in the roads, or who were lords in the country districts, as our only 
enemies; every one else around them being friendly to our pur
pose." "How many did he tell you were the accomplices actually 
privy to the scheme ? " - asked the ephors. " Only a few (was 
the reply); but those thoroughly trustworthy; these confidants 
themselves, however, said that all around them were accomplices, 
-Inferiors, Perireki, Neodamodes, and Helots, all alike; for 
whenever any one among the classes talked about a Spartan, he 
could not disguise his intense antipathy, - he talked as if he could 
eat the Spartans raw." 2 

" But how (continued the ephors) did Kinadon reckon upon get
ting arms ? " " His language was ( rrplied the witness) - We of 
the standing force have our own arms all ready; and here are 
plenty of knives, swords, spits, hatchets, axes and scythes - on sale 
in this market-place, to suit an insurgent multitude; besides, every 
man who tills the earth, or cuts wood and stone, has tools by him 
which will serve as weapons in case of need ; especially in a strug
gle with enemies themselves unarmed." On being asked what wa.s 
the moment fixed for execution, the witness could not tell ; he had 
been instructed only to remain on the spot, and be ready.a 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 5. 
1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 6. AvTot µivrot r.uatv i!<fiaaav avvwl[vat 1rnt eZAtJat 

teat veooaµwOeat, "aZ TOi!,' {nroµefoat, Kat TO[~ 7rtptolKOl(;' 07rOV yup fv TOVTOl(; 
Tl(; /.oyor; y€votTO 7rEpl °I.TrapTtaTi:Jv, ovoiva ovvam'tat KpV7r'TElV TO µ1) ovx 
i/ofor; UV Kat (,, µi:Jv Ea-& ie t v avTi:J v. 

The expression is IIomeric-1.iµov {3E{3pw&otr; ITpiaµov, etc. (Iliad. iv, 35). 
The Greeks did not think themselves obligeJ to restrain the full expression 
of vindictive feeling. The poet Theognis wishes, " that he may one day 
come to drink the blood of those who had ill-used him" v. 349 Gaisf.). 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 7, I'm l:mo11µelv ol 7rap11yyel.µfrov et1}. 



251 ALARJ.I OF THE EPHORS. 

It does not appear that this man knew the name of any person 
conccrncc1, exc<:'pt Kina<lon himself. So deeply were the ephors 
alarmed, that they refrained from any formal convocation even of 
what was called the Lesser Assembly, - including the senate, of 
which the kings were members ex officio, and, perhaps, a few 
other principal persons besides. But the members of this assem
bly were privately brought together to deliberate on the emerg
ency ; Agesilaus, probably, among them. To arrest Kinadon at 
once in Sparta appeared imprudent; since his accomplices, of 
number as yet unknown, would be thus admonished either to break 
out in insurrection, or at least to make their escape. But an 
elaborate stratagem was laid for arresting him out of Sparta, with
out the knowledge of his accomplices. The ephors, calling him 
before them, professed to confide to him (as they had done occa
sionally before) a mission to go to Anion (a Laconian town on the 
frontier towards Arcadia and Triphylia) and there to seize some 
parties designated by name in a formal skytale or warrant ; includ
ing some of the Aulonite Perireki,- some Helots, -and one other 
person by name, a woman of peculiar beauty, resident at the place, 
whose influence was understood to spread disaffection among all 
the Laced::emonians who came thither, old as well as young.I 
"When Kinadon inquired what force he was to take with him on 
the mission, the ephors, to obviate all suspicion that they were 
picking out companions with views hostile to him, desired him to 
go to the Hippagretes (or commander of the three hundred youthful 
guards called horsemen, though they were not really mounted) and 
ask for the first six or seven men of the guard2 who might happen 
to be in the way. But they (the ephors) had already held secret 
communication with the Hippagretes, and had informed him both 
whom they wished to be sent, and what the persons sent were to 

I Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, s. 'Ayayelv oe tKD.evov 1cal ri/v yvvalKa, ~ KaAAluT1/ 
µev Ueyero avro{h elvat, lcvµaivet;{}ai oe t{JKet TDV> llt/>lKVDvµF.vov( AaKEOat
µovioiv Ka~ rrpeu(3vrepov> Ka~ ve<Jripov>

2 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 9, 10. 
The persons called Hippcis at Sparta, were not mounted; they were a 

select body of three hundred youthful citizens, employed either on home 
police or on foreign service. 

See Herodot. viii, 124; Strabo, x, p. 481 ; K. 0. Miiller, History of the 
Dorians, B. iii, ch. 12, s. 5, 6. 
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do. They then despatched Kinadon on his pretended m1ss1on, 
telling him that they should place at his disposal three carts, in 
order that he might more easily bring home the prisoners. 

Kinadon began his journey to Aulon, without the smallest sus
picion of the plot laid for him by the ephors; who, to make their 
purpose sure, sent an additional body of the guards after him, to 
quell any resistance which might possihly arise. But their strata
gem succeeded as completely as they could desire. Ile was seized 
on the road, by those who accompanied him ostcnsihly for his 
pretended m;ssion. These men interrogated him, put him to the 
torture,1 and heard from his lips the names of his accomplices; 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 3, 9. 
'EµeA.A.ov &e ol 01JAAa.36vrer avrov µev Karix;etv, rovr &e t;vveit56Tar, rrv

-{} 6 µe v o t av To v, y p ibf! av r er arro rri µ rret v Tijv rax;for1Jv rolr t<p6
poir. Oiirr.i <5' elx;ov ol ltpopot rrpilr To rrpuyµa, wr;re Kai µopilv irrTri"'v foeµ
..pav Toir E1r' Av:lwvor. 'ETret <5' eiATJµµfrov TOV ci.vopor r/ICCV l7r7revr, <Pt p {,) v 
ril ovoµara cJV KtvaO(.)V ci.Triypa1fie, 7rapaxp~µa TOV Te µavnv Ttu
aµevov /Cal Tovr E1rt/Catpl(.)TUTOV' t;vve:laµf3avov. 'Qr &.' ci.v~x;i}TJ 0 KtvUO(.)V, 
Kat ~:liyx;eTo, Kai iJµo:loyet Travra, Kai Toi> r £; v vet t5 6r a r l Aeye, Ti:lor 
avTOJJ {jpovro, TL /Cal {3ovAoµevor TUVTa 7rpftTTOl ; 

Polyamus (ii, 14, I) in his account of this transaction, expressly mentions 
that the IIippeis or guards who accompanied Kinadon, put him to the tor
ture ( uTpef3:liJrmvrer) when they seized him, in order to extort the names of 
his accomplices. Even without express testimony, we might pretty confi· 
dently ha,·e assumed this. From a man of spirit like Kinadon, they were 
not likely to obtain such betrayal without torture. 

I had affirmed that in the description of this transaction given by Xen
ophon, it did not appear whether Kinadon was able to write or not. My 
assertion was controverted by Colonel Mure (in his Reply to my Appendix), 
who cited the wonls tptp"'v TU bvoµaTa <Jv Ktvfto"'v aTreypa1/Je, as contain
ing an affirmation from Xenophon that Kinadon could write. 

In my judgment, these words, taken in conjunction with what precedes, 
and with the probabilities of the fact described, do not contain such an af
firmation. 

The guards were instructed to seize Kinadon, and after having heard .from 
Kinadon 1cho his accomplices were, to write the names down and send them to the 
ephors. It is to be presumed that they executed these instructions as given; 
the more so, as what they were commanded to do, was at once the safest 
and the most natural proceeding. For Kinadon was a man distinguished 
for personal stature and courage ( ril elvor Kai r]/v 1/Jvx;~v Evp"'uror, iii, 3, 5), 
so that those who seized him would find it an indispensable precaution to 
pinion his arms. Assuming even that Kinadon could write, -yet, if he 
were to write, he must have his right arm free. And why should the guards 

http:E�eA.A.ov
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the list of whom they wrote down, and forwarded by one of the 
guard:> to Sparta. The ephors, on receiving it, immediately 
arrested the parties principally concerned, especially the prophet 
Tisamenus ;'and examined them along with Kinadon, as soon as 

take this risk, when all which the cphors required was, that Kinadon should 
pronounce the names, to be written down by others 1 'Yith a man of the 
qualities of Kinadon, it probably required the most intense pressure to force 
him to betray his comrades, even by word of mouth; it would probably be 
more difficult still, to force him to betray them by the more deliberate act 
of writing. . 

I conceive that hKev lrrrrevr, rptpuv ru bvoµara wv oKtvaouv lmtrpal/Je is 
to be construed with reference to the preceding sentence, and announces 
the carrying into effect of the instructions then reported as given by the 
ephors. " A guard came, bearing the names of those whom Kinadon hud 
given in." It is not necessary to suppose that Kinadon had written down 
these names with his own hand. 

In the beginning of the Oration of Andokides (De l\Iysteriis), Pythonl
kus gives information of a mock celebration of the mysteries, committed 
by Alkibiades and others; citing as his witness the slave Andromachus ; 
who is accordingly produced, and states to the assembly vivd voce what he 
had seen and who were the persons present- Ilpwror µi:v ovror (Androma
chus) ravra eµqvvue, Ka? U..rtypa'l/Je rovrovr (s, 13). It is not here 
meant to affirm that the slave Andromachus wrote down the names of these 
persons, which he had the moment before publicly announced to the assem
bly. It is by the words arriypal/Je rovrovr that the orator describes the pub
lic oral announ~mcnt made by Andromachus, which was formally taken 
note of by a secretary, and which led to legal consequences against the 
persons whose names were given in. 

So again, in the old law quoted by Demosthenes (adv. l\fakast. p. 1068), 
'An:orparpiru de rov µ~ rrowvvra ravra o(3ovl.oµevor rrpilr rov up,rovra; and 
in Demosthenes adv. Nikostrat. p. 1247. "A "" TWV voµuv ri;J iOiwrv r(ii 
U..roypctl/JaVTl y£yverat, rv 7r0Afl U.rpi71µL : compare also Lysias, De Bonis 
Aristophanis, Or, xix, s, 53 ; it is not meant to affirm that oU.rroypa<f>uv was 
required to perform his process in writing, or was necessarily able to write. 
A citizen who could not write might do this, as well as one who could. He 
infarmed against a certain person as delinquent; he i11Jom1ed of certain arti
cles of property, as belonging to the estate of one whose property had been 
confiscated to the city. The information, as well as the name of the in
former, was taken down by the official person, - whether the informer 
could himself write or not. 

It appears to me that Kinadon, having been interrogated, told to the 
guards who first seized him, the names of his accomplices, -just as he 
told these names afterwards to the ephors ( 1rn~ roil, ~vvetoorar t t. e y eJ ; 
and this, whether he was, or was not, able to write ; a point, which the 
passage of Xenophon noway determines. 
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he was brought prisoner. They asked the latter, among other 
questions, what was his purpose in setting on foot the conspiracy; 
to which he replied,-" I wanted to be inferior to no man at Spar
ta." His punishment was not long deferred. Having been mana
cled with a clog round his neck to which his hands were made fast, 
-he was in this condition conducted round the city, with men 
scourging and pricking him during the progress. His accomplices 
were treated in like manner, and at length all of them were -put to 
death.I 

Such is the curious narrative, given by Xenophon, of this unsuc
cessful conspiracy. Ile probably derived his information from 
Agesilaus himself; since we cannot easily explain how he could 
have otherwise learnt so much about the most secret manceuvres 
of the ephors, in a government proverbial for constant secrecy, 
like that of Sparta. The narrative opens to us a glimpse, though 
sadly transient and imperfect, of the internal dangers of the Spar
tan government. \Ve were aware, from earlier evidences, of great 
discontent prevailing among the Helots, and to a certain extent 
among the Periceki. But the incident here described presents to 
us the first manifestation of a body of malcontents among the Spar
tans themselves ; malcontents formidable both from energy and 
position, like Kinadon and the prophet Tisamenus. Of the state 
of disaffected feeling in the provincial townships of Laconia, an im
J>ressive proof is afforded by the case of that beautiful woman who 
was alleged to be so active in political proselytism at Aulon ; not 
less than by the passionate expressions of hatred revealed in the 
deposition of the informer himsel£ Though little is known about 
the details, yet it seems that the tendency of affaris at Sparta was 
to concentrate both power and property in the hands of an oligar
cliy ever narrowing among the citizens; thus aggravating the 
dangers at home, even at the time when the power of the state 
was greatest abroad, and preparing the way for that irreparable 
humiliation which began with the defeat of Leuktra. 

It can hardly be doubted that much more wide-spread discontent 
came to the knowledge of the ephors than that which is specially 
indicated in Xenophon. And such discovery may probably have 
been one of the motives (~ had happened in 424 n. c. on occasion 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. iii, 3, I I. 
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of the expedition of Brasidas into Thrace) which helped to bring 
about the Asiatic expedition of Agesilaus, as an outlet for brave 
malcontents on distant and lucrative military service. 

Dcrkyllidas had now been carrying on war in Asia l\Iinor for 
near three years, against Tissaphcrnes and Pharnabazus, ·with so 
much efficiency and success, as both to protect the Asiatic Greeks 
on the coast, and to intercept all the revenues which those satraps 
either transmitted to court or enjoyed themselves. Pharnabazus 
had already gone up to Susa (during his truce with Derkyllidas 
in 397 B. c.), and besides obtaining a reinforcement which acted 
under himself and Tissaphernes in 396 B. c. against Derkyllidas 
in Lydia, had laid schemes for renewing the maritime war against 
Sparta.I 

It is now that we hear again mentioned the name of Konon, 
who, having saved himself with nine triremes from the defeat of 
..t£gospotami, had remained for the last seven years under the 
protection of Evagoras, prince of Salamis, in Cyprus, Konon, 
having married at Salamis, and having a son2 born to him there, 
indulged but faint hopes of ever returning to his native city, 
when, fortunately for him as well as for Athens, the Persians 
again became eager for an efficient admiral and fleet on the coast 
of Asia l\Iinor. Through representations from Pharnabazus, as 
well as from Evagoras in Cyprus, - and through correspondence 
of the latter with the Greek physician Ktesias, who wished to 
become personally employed in the negotiation, and who seems to 
have had considerable influence with queen Parysatis,3 - orders 
were obtained, and funds provided, to equip in Phcenicia and Ki
likia a numerous fleet, under the command of Konon. "While that 
officer began to show himself, and to act with such triremes as he 

1 Diodor. xiv, 3(); Xcn. Hellen. iii, 3, 13. 
2 Lysias, Orat. xix, (De Bou is Aristophanis) s. 38. 
3 See Ktesias, Fragmenta, I'ersica, c. 63, ed. Bahr; I'lutarch, Artax. c. 21. 
We cannot make out these circumstances with any distinctness; but the 

general fact is plainly testified, and is besides very probable. Another Gre
cian surgeon (besides Ktesias) is mentioned as concerned, -Polykritus of 
Mende; and a Kretan dancer named Zeno, - both established at the I'er
sian court. 

There is no part of the narrative of Ktesias, the loss of which is so 
much to be regretted as this ; relating transactions, in which he was him
self concerned, and seemingly giving original letters. 
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found in readiness (about forty in number) along the southern coast 
of Asia Minor from Kilikia to Kaunus,1 -further preparations 
were vigorously prosecuted in the Phccnician ports, in order to 
make up the fleet to three hundred sail.2 

It was by a sort of accident that news of such equipment reached 
Sparta,- in an age of the world when diplomatic residents were 
as yet unknown. A Syracusan merchant named Herodas, having 
visited the Phamician ports for trading purposes, brought back to 
Sparta intelligence of the preparations which he had seen, sufficient 
to excite much uneasiness. The Spartans were taking counsel 
among themselves, and communicating with their neighboring 
allies, when Agesilaus, at the instance of Lysander, stood forward 
as a volunteer to solicit the command of a land-force for the pur
pose of attacking the Persians in Asia. He proposed to take with 
J1im only thirty full Spartan citizens or peers, as a sort of Board 
or Council of Officers; two thousand :N"eodamodes or enfranchised 
Helots, whom the ephors were probably glad to send away, and 
who would be selected from the bravest and most formidable ; and 
six thousand hoplites from the land-allies, to whom the prospect 
of a rich service against Asiatic enemies would be tempting. Of 
these thirty Spartans, Lysander intended to be the leader; and 
thus, reckoning on his prcestablished influence over Agesilaus, to 
exercise the real command himself, without the name. Ile had 
no serious fear of the Persian arms, either by land or sea. He 
looked upon the announcement of the Phcenician fleet to be an 
empty threat, as it had so often proved in the mouth of Tissa
phernes during the late war; while the Cyreian expedition had 
inspired him further with ardent hopes of another successful Anab
asis, or conquering invasion of Persia from the sea-coast inwards. 
Ilut he had still more at heart to employ his newly-acquired 
ascendency in reestablishing everywhere the dekarchies, which 
had excited such intolerable hatred and exercised so much op
pression, that even the ephors had refosed to lend positive aid in 
upholding them, so that they had been in several places broken up 
or modified.3 If the ambition of Agesilaus was comparatively less 
stained by personal and factious antipathies, and more Pan-hellenic 

1 Diodor. xiv, 39-i9. , 2 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, I. 
3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 2. 
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in its aim, than that of Lysander, - it was at the same time yet 
more unmeasured in respect to victory over the Great King, whom 
he dreamed of dethroning, or at least of expelling from Asia 
:Minor and the coast.I So powerful was the influence exercised by 
the Cyreian expedition over the schemes and imagination of ener
getic Greeks: so sudden was the outburst of ambition in the mind 
of Agesiluus, for which no one before had given him credit. 

Though this plan was laid by two of the ablest men in Greece, 
it turned out to be rash and improvident, so far as the stability of 
the Lacedremonian empire was concerned. That empire ought to 
have been made sure by sea, where its real danger lay, before at
tempts were made to extend it by new inland acquisitions. And 
except for purposes of conquest, there was no need of farther rein
forcements in Asia :Minor; since Dcrkyllidas was already there 
with a force competent to make head against the satraps. Never
theless, the Lacedremonians embraced the plan eagerly; the more 
so, as envoys were sent from many of the subject cities, by the 
partisans of Lysander and in concert with him, to entreat that 
Agesilaus might be placed at the head of the expedition, with as 
large a force as he rcquired.2 

No difficulty probably was found in levying the proposed num
ber of men from the allies, since there was great promise of plun
der for the soldiers in Asia. But the altered position of Sparta 
with respect to her most powerful allies was betrayed by the refu
sal of Thebes, Corinth, and Athens to take any part in the expe
dition. The refusal of Corinth, indeed, was excused professedly 
on the ground of a re~ent inauRpicious conflagration of one of the 
temples in the city ; and that of Athens, on the plea of weakness 
and exhaustion not yet repaireJ. But the latter, at least, had 
already begun to conceive some hope from the projects of Konon.3 

The mere fact that a king of Sparta was about to take the com
mand and pass into Asia, lent peculiar importance to the enter
prise. The Spartan kings, in their function of leaders of Greece, 
conceived themselves to have inherited the sceptre of Agamemnon 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 1. Di.rruJar txovra µeyit:J,ar aip~rmv f3a111"Ma, etc. 
Compare iv, 2, 3. 

Xen. Agesilaus, i, 36. hrivowv 1<al D..rri~wv 1<arn:.i.foeiv r~v lrrl r~v 'E;l.. 
:.i.ava rrrparevuarmv '!fp6repov apx~v, etc. 

2 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 5. 3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 5 ; Pausan. iii, 9, I. 
VOL. IX, 17oe. 
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and Orestes ;l and Agesilaus, especially, assimilated his expedition 
to a new Trojan war, - an effort of united Greece, for the purpose 
of taking wngcance on the common Asiatic enemy of the Hellenic 
name. The sacrifices having been found favorable, Agesilaus took 
measures for the transit of the troops from various ports to Ephe
sus. But he himself, with one division, touched in his way at 
Gerxstus, the southern point of Eubcca; wishing to cross from 
thence and sacrifice at Aulis, (the port of Ilccotia nearly opposite 
to Gerrestus on the other side of the strait) where Agamemnon had 
offered his memorable sacrifice immediately previous to departure 
for Troy. It appears that he both went to the spot, and began the 
sacrifice, without asking permission from the Thebans ; moreover, 
he was accompanied by his own prophet, who conducted the solem
nities in a manner not consistent with the habitual practice of the 
temple or chapel of Artemis at Aulis. On both these grounds, 
the Thebans, resenting the proceeding as an insult, sent a body of 
armed men, and compelled him to desist from the sacrifice.2 Not 
taking part themselves in the expedition, they probably considered 
that the Spartan king was presumptuous in assuming to himself 
the Pan-hellenic character of a second Agamemnon ; and they thus 
inflicted a humiliation whieh Agesilaus never forgave. 

Agesilaus seems to have reached Asia about the time when 
Derkyllidas had recently concluded his last armistice with Tissa
phernes and Pharnabazus ; an armistice, intended to allow time 
for mutual communication both with Sparta and the Persian court. 
On being asked by the satrap what was his purpose in coming, 
Agesilaus merely renewed the demand '":hich had before been 
made by Derkyllidas - of autonomy for the Asiatic Greeks. 
Tissaphernes replied by proposing a continuation of the same armi
stice, until he could communicate with the Persian court, - adding 
that he hoped to be empowered to grant the demand. A fresh 
armistice was accordingly sworn to on both sides, for three months; 
Derkyllidas (who with his army came now under the command 
of Agesilaus) and Herippidas being sent to the satrap to receive 
his oath, and take oaths to him in return.3 

1 IIcrodot. i, 68; vii, 159 ; Pausan. iii, 16, 6. 
• Xcn. Hellen. iii, 4, 3, 4; iii, 5,5; Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 6; Pausan. iii, 9, 2. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 5, 6; Xcn. Agesilaus, i, 10. 

The term of three months is specified only in the latter passage. The 
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While the army was thus condemned to temporary inaction at 
Ephesus, the conduct and position of Lysander began to excite 
intolerable jealousy in the superior officers; and most of all Age
silaus. So great and established was the reputation of Lysander, 
- whose statue had been erected at Ephesus itself in the temple 
of Artemis, 1 as well as in many other cities, - that all the Asiatic 
Greeks looked upon him as the real chief of the expedition. That 
he should be real chief, under the nominal command of another, 
was nothing more than what had happened before, in the year 
wherein he gained the gre:i.t victory of .JEgospotami, - the Lace
dremonians having then also sent him out in the ostensible capacity 
of secretary to the admiral Arakus, in order to save the inviola
bility of their own rule, that the same man should not serve twice 
as admiraJ.2 It was through the instigation of Lysander, and with 
a view to his presence, that the decemvirs and other partisans in 
the subject cities had sent to Sparta to petition for Agesilaus; a· 
prince as yet untried and unknown. So that Lysander, - taking 
credit, with truth, for having ensured to Agesilaus first the crown, 
next this important appointment, - intended for himself, and was 
expected by others, to exercise a fresh turn of command, and to 
renovate in every town the discomfited or enfeebled <lckarchies. 
Numbers of his partisans came to Ephesus to greet his arrival, 
and a crowd of petitioners were seen following his steps every
where; while Agesilaus himself appeared comparatively neglected. 
}.foreover, Lysander resumed all that insolence of manner which 
he had contracted during his former commands, and which on this 
occasion gave the greater offence, since the manner of Agesilaus 
was both courteous and simple in a peculiar <lf'grec.3 

The thirty Spartan counsellors, over whom Lysander had been 
named to preside, finding themselves neither consulted by him, nor 
solicited by others, were deeply dissatisfied. Their complaints 

former armistice of Derkyllidas had probably not expired when Agcsilaus 
first arrived. 

I Pausan. vi, 3, 6. 
2 Xen. Hellen. ii, I, 7. This rule does not seem to have been adhered to 

afterwards. Lysander was sent out again as commander in 403 n. c. It is 
possible, indeed, that he may have been again sent out as nominal secretary 
to some other person named as commander. 

3 Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 7. 
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lielped to encourage Agesilaus, who was still more keenly wounded 
in his own personal dignity, to put forth a resolute and imperious 
strength of will, such as he had not before been known to possess. 
He successively rejected every petition preferred to him by or 
through Lysander; a systematic purpose which, though never for
mally announced,! was presently discerned by the petitioners, by 
the Thirty, and by Lysander himself. The latter thus found him
self not merely disappointed in all his calculations, but humiliated 
to excess, though without any tangible ground of complaint. He 
was forced to warn his partisans, that his intervention was an 
injury and not a benefit to them ; that they must desist from obse
quious attentions to him, and must address themselves directly to 
Agesihus. "With that prince he also remonstrated on his own 
account,-" Truly, Agesilaus, you know lww to degrade your 
friends."-"Ay, to be sure (was the reply), those among them 
who want to appear greater than I am; but such as seek to uphold 
me, I should be ashamed if I did not kno\v how to repay with due 
honor." - Lysander was constrained to admit the force of this 
reply, and to request, as the only means of escape from present 
and palpable humiliation, that he might be sent on some mission 
apart ; engaging to serve faithfully in whatever duty he might be 
employed.2 

This proposition, doubtless even more agreeable to Agesilaus 
than to himself, being readily assented to, he was despatched on a 
mission to the Hellespont. Faithful to his engagement of forget
ting past offences and serving with zeal, he found means to gain 
over a Persian grandee named Spithridates, who had received 
some offence from l~harnabazus. Spithridates revolted openly, 
carrying a regiment of two hundred horse to join Agesilaus ; 
who was thus enabled to inform himself fully about the sa

1 The sarcastic remarks which rlutarch ascribes to Agesilaus, calling 
Lysander "my meat-distributor" (Kpeooafr7Jv), are not warranted by Xe
nophon, and seem not to be probable under the circumstances (Plutarch, 
Lysand. c. 23; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 8). 

• Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 7-10; Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 7-8; Plutarch, Ly
sand. c. 23. 

It is remarkable that in the Opusculum of Xenophon, a special Pane
gyric called Agesilaus, not a word is said about this highly characteristic 
proceeding between Agesilaus and Lysander at Ephesus ; nor indeed is the 
name of Lysander once mentioned. 
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trapy of Pharnabazus, comprising the territory called Phrygia, 
in the neighborhood of the Propontis and the Hellespont.I 

The army under Tissaphernes had been alrcacly poweri'ul at the 
moment when his timidity induced him to conclude the first armis
tice with Derkyllidas. But additional reinforcements, received 
since the conclusion of the second and more recent armistice, had 
raised him to such an excess of confidence, that even before the 
stipulated three months had expired, he sent to insist on the imme
diate departure of Agcsilaus from Asia, and to proclaim war 
forthwith, if such dcp[u·ture were delayed. ""While this message, 
accompanied by formidable reports of the satrap's force, filled the 
army at Ephesus with mingled alarm and indignation, Agesilaus 
accepted the challenge with cheeri'ul readiness; sending word back 
that he thanked the satrap for perjuring himself in so flagrant a 
manner, as to set the gods against him and ensure their favor to 
the Greek side.2 Orders were forthwith given, and contingents 
summoned from the Asiatic Greeks, for a forward movement 
southward, to cross the JHreander, and attack Tissaphernes in Ka
ria, where he usually resided. The cities on the route were 
required to provide magazines, so that Tissaphernes, fully antici
pating attack in this direction, caused his infantry to cross into 
Karia, for the purpose of acting on the defensive ; while he kept 
his numerous cavalry in the plain of the JUmander, with a view to 
overwhelm Agesilaus, who had no cavalry, in his march over that 
level territory towards the Karian hills and rugged ground. But 
the Lacedmmonian king, having put the enemy on this false scent, 
suddenly turned his march northward towards I>hrygia and the 
satrapy of Pharnabazus. Tissaphernes took no pains to aid his 
brother satrap, who on his side had made few preparations for de
fence. Accordingly Agesilaus, finding little or no resistance, took 
many towns and villages, and collected abundance of provisions, 
plunder, and slaves. Profiting by the guidance of the revolted 
Spithridatcs, and ~rching as little as possible over the plains, he 
car'ricd on lucrative and unopposed incursions as far as the neigh
borhood of Da:;kylium, the residence of the satrap himself, near 
the Propontis. Near the satrapic residence, however, his small 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 10. 

2 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 11, 12; Xen. Agesil. i, 12-14; Plutarch, Agcsil. 


e. 9. 



262 llISTORY OF GREECE. 

body of cavalry, ascending an eminence, came suddenly upon an 
equal detachment of Persian cavalry, under Rhathines and Ba
gams; who attacked them vigorously, and drove them back with 
some loss, until they were protected by Agesilaus himself coming 
up with the hoplites. The effect of such a check (and there were 
probably others of the same kind, though Xenophon does not spe
cify them) on the spirits of the army was discouraging. On the 
next morning, the sacrifices being found unfavorable for farther 
advance, Agesilaus gave orders for retreating towards the sea. 
He reached Ephesus about the close of autumn ; resolved to em
ploy the winter in organizing a more powerful cavalry, which 
experience proved to be indispensable.I 

This autumnal march through Phrygia was more lucrative than 
glorious. Yet it enables Xenophon to bring to view different mer- . 
its of his hero Agesilaus; in doing which he exhibits to us ancient 
warfare and Asiatic habits on a very painful side. In common 
both with Kallikratidas and Lysander, though not with the ordi
nary Spartan commanders, Agesilaus was indifferent to the acqui
sition of money for himself: But he was not the less anxious to 
enrich his friends, and would sometimes connive at unwarrantable 
modes of acquisition for their benefit. Deserters often came in 
to give information of rich prizes or valuable prisoners; which 
advantages, if he had chosen, he might have appropriated to him
self. But he made it a practice to throw both the booty and the 
honor in the way of some favorite officer; just as we have seen 
(in a former chapter) that Xenophon himself was allowed by the 
army to capture Asidates and enjoy a large portion of his ransom.2 
Again, when the army in the course of its march was at a consid
erable distance from the sea, and appeared to be advancing farther 
inland, the authorized auctioneers, whose province it was to sell 
the booty, found the buyers extremely slack. It was difficult to 
keep or carry what was bought, and opportunity for resale did not 

Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 13-15; Xen. Agesil. i, 23. 'E7!'d µf.vroi ovoe tv nj 
4ipvyi11 uvcl. rel. 7rf.Ota trli>varo crrparei•ea{}ai, oicl. r~v <l!apva{JC,t;vv l71'1l'eiav, etc. 

Plutareh, Agesil. c. 9. 
These military operations of Agesilaus are loosely adverted to in the 

curly part of c. 79 of the fourteenth Book of Diodoms. 
• Xen. Agesil. i, 19; Xen. Anabas. vii, 8, 20-23 ; Plutarch, Reipub. Ge

rend. Prreeept. p. 809, B. See above, Chapter ilxii, of this History. 

I 
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seem at hand. Agesilaus, while he instructed the auctioneers to 
sell upon credit, without insisting on ready money, - at the same 
time gave private hints to a few friernh that he was very shortly 
about to return to the sea. The friends thus warne<l, bidiling for 
the plunder on credit and purchasing at low prices, were speedily 
enabled to dispose of it again at a seaport, with large profits,! 

We are not surprised to hear that such lucrative graces pro
cured for Agesilaus many wann admirers ; though the eulogies of 
Xenophon ought to have been confined to another point in his con
duct, now to be mentioned. Agesilaus, while securing for his 
army the plunder of the country over which he carried his victo
rious arms, took great pains to prevent both cruelty and destruc
tion of property. ·when any town .surrendered to him on terms, 
his exactions were neither ruinous nor grossly humiliating.~ Amidst 
all the plunder realized, too, the most valuable portion was the 
adult natives of both sexes, hunted down and brought in by the 
predatory light troops of the army, to be sold as slaves. Agesilaus 
was vigilant in protecting these poor victims from ill-usage; incul
cating upon his sol<liers the duty, "not of punishing them like 
·wrong-doers, but simply of keeping them under guard as men.3" 
It was the practice of the poorer part of the native population 
often to sell their little chil<lren for exportation to travelling slave
rnerchants, from inability to maintain them. The children thus 
purchased, if they promised to be handsome, were often mutilated, 
and fetched large prices as eunuchs, to supply the large demand 
for the harems and religious worship of many Asiatic towns. But 
in their haste to get out of the way of a plundering army, these 
slave-merchants were forced often to leave by the way-side the 
little children whom they had purchased, exposed to the wolves, 
the dogs, or starvation. In this wretched condition, they were 
found by Agesilaus on his march. His humane disposition prompt
ed him to see them carried to a place of safety, where he gave 
them in charge of those old natives whom age and feebleness had 

Xen. Agesil. i, 18. 'TrUVTE> 7raµrr'M1fJTJ xp~µaTa fAaf3ov. 
2 Xen. Agesil. i, 20--22. 
3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 19; Xen. Agcsil. i, 28. roil> v7ril rCJv Al/aTCJv <iAta

Koµi:vov, (3ap(3upov>
So the word AlJari)>, used in reference to the fleet, means the commander 

of a predatory vessel or pdvatee.r (Xen. Hellen. ii, I, 30). 

I 
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caused to be left behind as not worth canying off. By such 
active kindness, rare, indeed, in a Grecian general, towards the 
conquered, he earned the gratitude of the captives, and the sym
pathies of every one around.I 

This interesting anecdote, imparting a glimpse of the ancient 
world in reference to details which Grecian historians rarely con
descend to unveil, demonstrates the compassionate disposition of 
.Agesilaus. We find in conjunction with it another anecdote, illus
trating the Spartan side of his character. The prisoners who had 
been captured during the expedition were brought to Ephesus, and 

1 Xen. Agesil. i, 21. Ka! 1roititaK1r µev 1rpOTJ) 6p<ve roi£' arpartwrair 
roi>r ali.taKoµtvov, µ~ .:i, UOlKOV' Ttµwpcla-&at, ail.it'.,, av
{} p w 1r 0v' 0 v Ta' <fi vii. a a a el v. IToil.l,u1a, oi:, !'more µeraarpa;01r£0£Vol
TO, el aia-&oiro Karaiteil.etp.µiva 1ratoapia µtKpu lµ7r6pwv, 
(a 1rOil.Aol E1rWAOVV, Ota TO voµit;eiv µ~ ovvaa-&at &v rp€petv 
a{, r a Ka! r p e<fi £ l v) F1r£µD.ero Kai rovrwv, 01rWI avyKoµi;oir6 1rOt. roir o' 
av Otu 1·;'ipar KaraAdetµµivoir aixµa/,<Jroir 1rpO<Jfrarnv lmµeil.ei<f{}at avrwv, 
iir µf;re V1ro Kvvwv, µf;{}' V1rO Avwv, dta¢n'hipoivro. ·uare ov µovov ol 1rVv• 
-&avOµevot raiira, UAAU Kal abrol ol UJ.t(Jn.6p.evot, eV/tevel~ aVrif; Eylyvovro. 

Herodotus affirms that the Thracians also sold their children for expor
tation, - 7rwil.eiicn ril reKva 1:1r' l:;aywp,i (Herod. v, 6): compare Philostra
tus, Vit. Apollon. viii, 7-12, p. 346; and Ch. xvi, Vol. III, p. 216 of this 
History. 

Herodotus mentions the Chian merchant Panionius (like the "Mitylenreus 
mango" in Martial, - " Seu l\Iitylenmi rose us mangonis ephebus" Martial, 
vii, 79) - as haYing conducted on a large scale the trade of purchasing 
boys, looking out for such as were hanu,;ome, to supply the great demand 
in the East for eunuchs, who were supposed to make better and more at
tached servants. Herodot. viii, 105. oKwr yi1p Kri1aairo (Panionh1s) 7ra£oar 
eiOeor hra,uµivovr;, lKruµvwv, uytviwv E1rWAee i:r :Supoir re Kat 'Eipeaov XPT/• 
µurwv µeyu~.wv • 1rapu /'up rolat /3ap(3upoiat riµiwrepoi elat ol evvovxoi, 1rta· 
no~ eZveKa •i;r: 1rcun1r, rrjv evvovxwv. Boys were necessary, as the operation 
was pe1formed in child.hood or youth, - '1Taioer; lKroµiat (IIerodot. vi, 6-32: 
compare iii, 48). The Babylonians, in addition to their large pecuniary 
tribute, had to fornish to the Pef'ian court annually tiYe hunrlrcd 1ralvar: 
iKroµia( (IIcrodot. iii, 92 ). For some farther remarks on the preference of 
the Persians both for the pcr:;ons and the services of euvoi•xo,, see Dio 
Chrysostom, Orat. xxi, p. 270; Xenoph. Cyropreu. vii, 5, 61-65. IIellani
kns (Fr. 1G9, ed. Ditlot) affirmed that the Persians had deriYed both the 
persons so employed, and the habit of employing them, from the Baby
lonians. 

·when Mr. Hanway was travelling near the Caspian, among the Kal
mucks, little children of two or three years of age, were often tendered to 
him for sale, at two rubles per head (llanway's Travels, ch. xv~, pp. 65, 66). 
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sold during the winter as slaves for the profit of the army..Age~ 
silaus, - being then busily employed in training his troops to 
military efficieney, especially fur the cavalry service during the 
ensuing campaign,-thought it advisable to impress them with 
contempt for"the bodily capacity and prowess of the natives. He 
therefore directed the heralds who conducted the auction, to put 
the prisoners up to sale in a state of perfect nudity. To have the 
body thus exposed, was a thing never done, and even held dis
graceful by the native Asiatics; while among the Greeks the 
practice was universal for purposes of exercise, - or at least, had 
become universal during the last two or three centuries,- for we are 
told that originally the Asiatic feeling on this point had prevailed 
throughout Greece. It was one of the obvious differences between 
Grecian and Asiatic customs, 1- that inthe former, both the exercises 
of the palrestra, as well as the matches in the solemn games, required 
competitors of every rank to contend naked. Agesilaus himself 
stripp~d thus habitually ; Alexander, prince of .Macedon, had done 
so, when he ran at the Olympic stadium,2-also the combatants 
out of the great family of the Diagorids of Rhodes, when they 
gained their victories in the Olympic pankratium, - and all those 
other noble pugilists, wrestlers, and runners, descended from gods 
and heroes, upon whom Pindar pours forth his complimentary 
odes. 

On this occasion at Ephesus, Agesilaus gave special orders to 
put up the Asiatic prisoners to auction naked; not at all by way 
of insult, but in order to exhibit to the eye of the Greek soldier, 
as he contemplated them, how much he gained by his own bodily 
training and frequent exposure, and how inferior was the condition 
of men whose bodies never felt the sun or wind. They displayed 
a white skin, plump and soft limbs, weak and undeveloped muscles, 
like men accustomed to be borne in carriages instead of walking 
or running ; from whence we indirectly learn that many of them 
were men in wealthy circumstances. And the purpose of Agesi
laus was completely answered ; since his soldiers, when they wit
nessed such evidences of bodily incompetence, thought that "the 

1 Hcrodot. i, 10. rrapil. y1'tp rol111 Avoofot, uxec!uv c!e rrapil. rolat ciA.ilot111 
{3ap{3upouu, Kai uvclpa bcp{Ji/vat yvµvov, ,, aluxvv1]V f'<yUA1]V cpipei. Com
pare Thucyd. i, 6 ; Plato, Republic, v, a, p. 452, D. 

1 Herodot. v, 22. 
VOL.IX. 12 
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enemies against whom they had to contend were not more formida
ble than women." 1 Such a method of illustrating the difference 
between good and bad physical training, would hardly have oc
curred to any one except a Spartan, brought up under the Ly
kurgean rules. 

"\Yhile Agesilaus thus brought home to the vision of his soldiers 
the inefficiency of untrained bodies, he kept them throughout the 
winter under hard work and drill, as well in the palrestra as in 
arms. A force of cavalry was still wanting. To procure it, he 
enrolled all the richest Greeks in the various Asiatic towns, as 
conscripts to serve on horseback ; giving each of them leave to 
exempt himself, however, by providing a competent substitute and 
equipment, - man, horse, and arms.2 Before the commencement 
of spring, an adequate force of cavalry was thus assembled at 
Ephesus, and put into tolerable exercise. Throughout the whole 
winter, that city became a place of arms, consecrated to drilling 
and gymnastic exercises. On parade as well as in the palrestra, 
Agesilaus himself was foremost in setting the example of ob~ience 
and hard work. Prizes were given to the diligent and improving 
among .hoplites, horsemen, and light troops; while the armorers, 
braziers, leather-cutters, etc., - all the various artisans, whose 
trade lay in muniments of war, were in the fullest employment. 
"lt was a sight full of encouragement (says Xenophon, who was 
doubtless present and took part in it), to see Agesilaus and tho 
soldiers leaving the gymnasium, all with wreaths on their heads, 

: .i Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 19. 'Hyovµevoi- oe, Kat TO KaTa1>poveiv TWV rroA-eµi(,)V 
pCiµ11v Ttva lµ{3u11ew rrpoi- TO µuxecn9at, rrpoeirre Toii- Ki/pvEt, Tovi- vrro Twv 
Af111TWV a"AtuKoµevovi- {3ap{3upovi- yvµvovi- 'fr(,)Aeiv. 'OpwVTE> ovv ol uTpaTtW
rat AEVKOV> µi:v, Ota TO µ11oirr0Te lKoveuiTat, µa"AaKOV> oe Kat arr6
vov>, <lta TO Uel rn' ox11µaT(,)V elvat, lvoµtuav, oMi:v otoiuetv TOV rro"Aeµov f) 
el yvvatEt oiot µaxeu{)ai. 

Xen. Agesil. i, 28- where he has it - rrfovai- oe Kat arr6vovi-, Ota TO ae2 
l:rr' ox11µfir(,)v <lvat (Polyamus, ii, I, 5; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 9). 

Frontinus (i, 18) recounts a proceeding somewhat similar on the part of 
Gelon, after his great victory over the Carthaginians at IIimcra in Sicily: 
- " Gelo Syracusarum tyrannus, bello ad versus Poonos susccpto, cum mul
tos cepisset, infirmissimum quemque prrecipue ex auxiliaribus, qui nigerri
mi erant, nudatum in conspectu suorum produxit, ut persuaderct contem
nendos." 

1 Xen. IIclleu. iii, 4, 15; Xen. Agesil. i, 23. Compare what is related 
about Scipio .A.fricanua - Livy, xxix, I. 
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and marching to the temple of Artemis to dedicate their wreaths 
to the goddess." I 

Before Agesilaus was in condition to, begin his military opera· 
tions for the spring, the first year of his command had passed 
over. Thirty fresh counsellors reached Ephesus from Sparta, su· 
perseding the first thirty under Lysander, who forthwith returned 
home. The army was now not only more numerous, but better 
trained, and more systematically arranged than in the preceding 
campaign. Agesilaus distributed the various divisions under the 
command of different members of the new Thirty; the cavalry 
being assigned to Xenok!es, the Neodamode hoplites to Skythes, 
the Cyreians to Herippidas, the Asiatic contingents to Migdon. 
He then gave out that he should march straight against Sardis. 
Nevertheless, Tissaphernes, who was in that place, coni'truing this 
proclamation as a feint, and believing that the real march would 
be directed against Karia, disposed his cavalry in the plain of the 
1Hreander as he had done in the preceding campaign ; while his 
infantry were sent still farther southward within the Karian frontier. 
On this occasion, however, Agesilaus marched as be had announced, 
in the direction of Sardis. For three days he plundered the coun· 
try without seeing an enemy ; nor was it until the fourth day that 
the cavalry of Tissaphernes could be summoned back to oppose 
him; the infantry being even yet at a distance. On reaching the 
banks of the river PakWlus, this Persian cavalry found the Greek 
light troops dispersed for the purpose of plunder, attacked them 
by surprise, and drove them in with considerable loss. Presently, 
however, Agesilaus came up, and ordered his cavalry to charge, 
anxious to bring on a battle before the Persian infantry could 
arrive in the field. In efficiency, it appears, the Persian cavalry 
was a full match for his cavalry, and in number apparently su· 
perior. But when he brought up his infantry, and caused his 
peltasts and younger hoplites to join the cavalry in a vigorous 
attack, - victory soon declared on his side. The Persians were 
put to flight and many of them drowned in the Paktolus. Their 
camp, too, was taken, with a valuable booty ; including several 
camels, which Agesilaus afterwards took with him into Greece. 
This success ensured to him the unopposed mast~ry of all the ter· 

. 1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 17, 18; Xen. ..Agesil. i, 26, 27. 
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ritory around Sardis. He carried his ravages to the very gates 
of that city, plundering the gardens and ornamented ground, pro
claiming liberty to those within, and defying Tissaphernes to come 
out and fight.I 

The career of that timid and treacherous satrap now approached 
its close. The Persians in or near Sardis loudly complained of 
him as leaving them undefended, from cowardice and anxiety for 
his own residence in Karia ; while the court of Susa was now 
aware that the powerful reinforcement which had been sent to him 
last year, intended to drive Agesilaus out of Asia, had been made 
to achieve absolutely nothing. To these grounds of just dissatis
faction was added a court intrigue ; to which, and to the agency 
of a person yet more worthless and cruel than himself, Tissapher
nes fell a victim. The queen mother, Parysatis, had never forgiven 
him for having been one of the principal agents in the defeat and 
death of her son Cyrus. Her influence ·being now reestablished 
over the mind of Artaxerxes, she took advantage of the existing 
discredit of the satrap to get an order sent down for his deposition 
and death. Tithraustcs, the bearer of this order, seized him by 
strata.gem at Kolossre in Phrygia, while he was in the bath, and 
caused him to be beheaded.2 

The mission of Tithraustes to Asia l\Iinor was accompanied by 
increased efforts on the part of Persia for prosecuting the war 
against Sparta with vigor, by sea as well as by land ; and also for 
fomenting the anti-Spartan movement which burst out into hostili
ties this year in Greece. At first, however, immediately after 
the death of Tissaphernes, Tithraustes endeavored to open negotia
tions with Agesilaus, who was in military possession of the country 
around Sardis, while that city itself appears to have been occupied 
by Arireus, probably the same Persian who had formerly been 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 21-24; Xen. Agesil. i, 32, 33; l'lutarch, Agesil. c.10. 
Diodorus (xiv, 80) professes to describe this battle; but his description 

is hardly to be reconciled with that of Xenophon, which is better authority. 
Among other points of difference, Diodorus affirms that the Persians had 
fifty thousand infantry; and Pausanias also states (iii, 9, 3) that the num
ber of Persian infantry in this battle was greater than had ever been got 
together since the times of Darius and Xerxes. ·whereas, Xenophon ex
pressly states that the Persian infantry had not come up, and took no part 
in the battle. 

2 Plutarch, Artaxerx. c. 23; Diodor. xiv, 80; Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 25. 
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general under Cyrus, and who had now again revolted from Arta
xerxes.I Tithraustes took credit to the justice of the king for 
having punished the late satrap; out of whose perfidy (he affirmed) 
the war had arisen. Ile then summoned Agesilaus, in the king's 
name, to evacuate Asia, leaving the Asiatic Greeks to pay their 
original tribute to Persia, but to enjoy complete autonomy, subject . 
to that one condition. Had this proposition been accepted and 
executed, it would have secured these Greeks against Persian oc,. 
cupation or governors ; a much milder fate for them than that to 
which the Lacedmmonians had consented in their conventions with 
Tissaphernes sixteen years before,2 and analogous to the position 
in which the Chalkidians of Thrace had been placed with regard 
to Athens, under the peace of Nikias ; 3 subject to a fixed tribute, 
yet autonomous, - with no other obligation or interference. Age
silaus replied that he had no power to entertain such a proposition 
without the authorities at home, whom he accordingly sent to con
sult. But in the interim he was prevailed upon by Tithraustes to 

.. conclude an armistice for six months, and to move out of his satrapy 
into that of Pharnabazus ; receiving a contribution of thirty talents 
towards the temporary maintenance of the army.4 These satraps 
generally acted more like independent or even hostile princes, than 
cooperating colleagues; one of the many causes of the weakness 
of the Persian empire. 

""When Agesilaus had reached the neighborhood of Kyme, on 
his march northward to the Ilellespontine Phrygia, he received a 
despatch from home, placing the Spartan naval force in the Asiatic 
seas under his command, as well lfs the land-force, and empower
ing him to name whomsoever he chose as acting admiral.5 For 
the first time since the battle of ...t"Egospotami, the maritime empire 
of Sparta was beginning to be threatened, and increased efforts on 
her part were becoming requisite. Pharnabazus, going up in per
son to the court of Artaxerxes, had by pressing representations 
obtained a large subsidy for fitting out a fleet in Cyprus and Phre
nicia, to act under the Athenian admiral Konon against the Lace
dmmonians.6 That officer,-with a fleet of forty triremes, before 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 14, 25; iv, I, 27. 2 Thuryd. viii, 18, 37, 58. 

a Thucyd. v, 18, 5. 

4 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 26; Diodor. xiv, so. l;aµ11viaiov~ avoxa~. 

6 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 27. 8 Diodor. xiv, 39; Justin, vi, I. 


• 
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the equipment of the remainder was yet complete, - had advanced 
along the southern coast of Asia. l\Iinor to Kaunus, at the south
western corner of the peninsula, on the frontier of Karia and Ly
kia. In this port he was besieged by the Lacedmmonian fleet of 
one hundred and twenty triremes under Pharax. But a Persian 
reinforcement strengthened the fleet of Konon to eighty sail, and 
put the place out of danger ; so that Pharax, desisting from the 
siege, retired to Rhodes. 

The neighborhood of Konon, howe>er, who was now with his 
fleet of eighty sail near the Chcrsonesus of Knidus, emboldened 
the Rhodians to revolt from Sparta. It was at Rhodes that the 
general detestation of the Lacedmmonian empire, diRgraced in so 
many different cities by the local dekarchies and by the Spartan 
harmosts, first manifested itself. And such was the ardor of the 
Rhodian population, that their revolt took place while the fleet of 
Pharax: was (in part at least) actually in the harbor, and they 
drove him out of it.I Konon, whose secret enC'ouragements had 
helped to excite this insurrection, presently sailed to Rhodes with 
l1is fleet, and made the island his main station. It threw into his 
hands ·an unexpected advantage ; for a numerous fleet of vessels 
arifred there shortly afterwards, sent by Ncplmreus, the native 
king of Egypt (which was in revolt against the Persians), with 
marine stores and grain to the aid of the Lacedremonians. 
Not having been apprizeJ of the recent revolt, these vessels en
tered the harbor of Rhodes as if it were still a Lacedremonian 
island ; and their cargoes were thus appropriated by Konon and 
the Rhodians.2 

In recounting the various revolts of the dependencies of Athens 
which took place during the Peloponnesian war, I had occasion to 
point out more than once that all of them took place not merely 
in the absence of any Athenian force, but even at the instigation 

. I Diodor. xiv, 79. 'Podtot Oe lK(Ja/J;vi;er TOV TWV ITtA01rOVV1JO'lWV aroAov, 

.arrfor71aav ar.o Aauoa1µoviwv, Kat TOV Kovwva -rrpoaeclt;avro µera TOV 

GTOAOV 7ravror dr T~V rroAtV. 
Compare Androtion apud Pausaniam, vi, 7, 2. 
2 Dioclor. xiv, 79; Justin (vi, 2) calls this native Egyptian king Her

cynion. 
It seems to have been the uniform practice, for t11e com-ships coming 

from Egypt to Greece to halt at Rhodes (Dcmosthen. cont. Dionysodor. 
p:l285: compare Hcrodot. ii, 182) . 

• 
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(in most cases) of a present hostile force, - by the contrivance of 
a local party, - and without privity or previous consent of the 
bulk of the citizens. The present revolt of Rhodes, forming a re
markable contrast on all these points, occasioned the utmost sur
prise and indignation among the Lacedremonians. They saw them
selves about to enter upon a renewed maritime war, without that 
aid which they had reckoned on receiving from Egypt, and with 
aggravated uncertainty in respect to their dependencies and tribute. 
It was under this prospective anxiety that they took the step of 
nominating Agesilaus to the command of the fleet as well as of 
the army, in order to ensure unity of operations; 1 though a dis
tinction of functions, which they had hitherto set great value upon 
maintaining, was thus broken down, - and, though the two com
mands had never been united in any king before Agesilaus.2 
Pharax, the previous admiral, was recalled.3 

But the violent displeasure of the Lacedremonians against the 
revolted Rho<lians was still better attested by another proceeding. 
Among all the great families at Rho<les, none were more dis
tinguished than the Diagoridre. Its members were not only 
generals and high political functionaries in their native island, but 
had attained even Pan-hellenic celebrity by an unparalleled series 
of victories at the Olympic and other great solemnities. Dorieus, 
a member of this family, had gained the victory in the pankration 
at Olympia on three successive solemnities. He had obtained 
seven prizes in the Nemean, and eight in the Isthmian games. 
He had carried off the prize at one Pythian solemnity without a 
contest,- no one daring to stand up against hini in the fearful 
struggle of the pankration. As a Rhodian, while Rhodes was a 
subject ally of Athens during the Peloponnesian war, he had been 
so pronounced in his attachment to Sparta as to draw on himself 
a sentence of banishment ; upon which he had retired to Thurii, 
and had been active in hostility to Athens after the Syracusan 

1 Xcn. Hellen. iii, 4, 27. 
• Plutarch, Agesil. c. 10 ; Aristotel. Politic. ii, 6, 22. 
3 The Lacedremonian named Pharax, mentioned by Theopompns 

(Fragm. 218, ed. Didot: compare Athenreus, xii, p. 536) as a profligate 
and extravagant person, is more probably an officer who served under Di· 
onysius in Sicily and Italy, about forty years after the revolt of Rhodes. 
The difference of time appears so great, that we must probably suppose 
two different men bearing the same name. 
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catastrophe. Serving against her in ships fitted out at his own 
cost, he had been captured in 407 B. c. by the Athenians, and 
brought in as prisoner to Athens. By the received practice of 
war in that day, his life was foifeited; and over and above such 
practice, the name of Dorieus was peculiarly odious to the Athe
nians. But when they saw before the public assembly a captive 
enemy, of heroic lineage, as well as of unrivalled athletic majesty 
and renown, their previous hatred was so overpowered by sym
pathy and admiration, that they liberated him by public vote, and 
dismissed him unconditionally.1 

This interesting anecdote, which has already been related in my 
eighth volume,2 is here again noticed as a contrast to the treat
ment which the same Dorieus now underwent from the Lace<lre
monians. Wnat he had been doing since, we do not know ; but at 
the time when Rhodes now revolted from Sparta, he was not only 
absent from the island, but actually in or near Peloponnesus. Such, 
however, was the wrath of the Laced::cmonians against Rhodians 
generally, that Dorieus was seized by their order, brought to 
Sparta, and there condemned and executed.3 It seems hardly 
possible that he can have had any personal concern in the revolt. 
Had such been the fact, he would have been in the island, - or 
would at least have taken care not to be within the reach of the 
Lacedremonians when the revolt happened. Perhaps, however, 
other members of the Diagorid::c, his family, once so much attached 
to Sparta, may have taken part in it; for we know, by the example 
of the Thirty at Athens, that the Lysandrian dekarchics and 
Spartan harmosts made themselves quite as formidable to oligar
chical as to democratical politicians, and it is very conceivable 
that the Diagori<lre may have become less philo-Laconian in their 
politics. 

This extreme difference in the treatment of the same man by 
Athens and by Sparta raises instructive reflections. It exhibits 
the difference both between Athenian and Spartan sentiment, and 
between the sentiment of a multitude and that of a few. The 

1. Xen. Hellen. i, 5, 19. 

Compare a similar instance of merciful dealing, on the part of tho Syr


acusan assemlily, towards the Sikel prince Duketins (Dioclor. xi, 92). 
2 Hist. of Greece, Vol. VIII, Ch. lxiv, p. 159. 
a Pausanias, vi, 7, 2. 
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grand and sacred personality of the Hieronike Dorieus, when ex
hibited to the senses of the Athenian multitude, - the spectacle 
of a man in chains before them, who had been proclaimed victor 
and crowned on so many solemn occasions before the largest as
semblages of Greeks ever brought together, - produced an over
whelming effect upon their emotions ; sufficient not only to efface a. 
strong preestabfahed antipathy founded on active past hostility, 
but to countervail a just cause of revenge, speaking in the lan
guage of that day. But the same appearance produced no effect 
at all on the Spartan ephors and senate ; not sufficient even to 
hinder them from putting Dorieus to death, though he had given 
them no cause for antipathy or revenge, simply as a sort of retri
bution for the revolt of the island. Now this difference depended 
partly upon the difference between the sentiment of Athenians and 
Spartans, but partly also upon the difference between the sentiment 
of a multitude and that of a few. Had Dorieus been brought be
fore a se~ct judicial tribunal at Athens, instead of before the 
Athenian public assembly, -or, had the case been discussed before 
the assembly in his absence,- he would have been probably con
demned, conformably to usage, under the circumstances; but the 
vehement emotion worked by his presence upon the multitudinous 
spectators of the assembly, rendered such a course intolerable to 
them. It has been common with historians of Athens to dwell 
upon the passions of the public assembly as if it were susceptible 
of excitement only in an angry or vindictive direction; whereas, 
the truth is, and the example before us illustrates, that they were 
open-minded in one direction as well as in another, and that the 
present emotion, whatever it might be, merciful or sympathetic as 
well as resentful, was intensified by the mere fact of multitude. 
And thus, where the established rule of procedure happened to be 
cruel, there was some chance of moving an Athenian assembly to 
mitigate it in a. particular case, though the Spartan ephors or 
senate would be inexorable in carrying it out, - if, indeed, they 
did not, as seems probable in the case of Dorieus, actually go 
beyond it in rigor. 

While Konon and the Rhodians were thus raising hostilities 
against Sparta by sea, Agesilaus, on receiving at Kyme the news 
of his nomination to the double command, immediately despatched 
orders to the dependent maritime cities and islands, requiring the 

VOL. TX. 12* 18oc. 
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construction and equipment of new triremes. Such was the influ
ence of Sparta, and so much did the local governments rest upon 
its continuance, that these requisitions were zealously obeyed. 
l\Iany leailing men incurred consideraLle expense, from desire to 
acquire his favor; so that a fleet of one hundred and twenty new 
triremes was ready by the ensuing year. Agesilaus, naming his 
brother-in-law, Peisandcr, to act as a<.lmiral, sent him to superin
tend the preparations; a brave young man, Lut destitute Loth of 
skill and experience.I ' 

l\Ieanwhile, he himself pursued his march (about the beginning 
of autumn) towards the satrapy of Pharnabazus, - Phrygia south 
and south-east of the Propontis. Under the active guidance of his 
new auxiliary, Spithridates, he plundered the country, capturing 
some towns, and reducing others to capitulate ; with considerable 
advantage to his soldiers. Pharnabazus, having no sufficient army 
to hazard a battle in defence of his satrapy, concentrated all his 
force near his own residence at Daskylium, offering no opposition 
to the march of Age:;ilaus; who was induced Ly Spithridates to 
traverse Phrygia and enter Paphlagonia, in hopes of concluding 
an alliance with the Paphlagonian prince Otys. That prince, in 
nominal dependence on Persia, could muster the best cavalry in 
the Persian empire. But he had recently refused to obey an in
vitation from the court at Susa, and he now not only welcomed 
the appearance of Agcsilaus, but concluded an alliance with him, 
strengthening him with an auxiliary body of cavalry and peltasts. 
Anxious to requite Spithridates for his services, and vehemently 
attached to his son, the beautiful youth l\1egabates,-Agesilaus 
persuaded Otys to marry the daughter of Spithridatcs. He even 
caused her to be conveyed by sea in a Lacedremonian trireme, 
- probably from Abydos to Sinope.2 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 28, 29 ; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 10. 
• Xen. Hellen. iv, I, 1-15. 
The negotiation of this marriage by Agesilaus is detailed in a curious 

and interesting manner by :Xenophon. His conversation with Otys took 
place in the presence of the thirty Spartan counsellors, and probably in 
the presence of Xenophon himself. 

The attachment of Agcsilaus to the youth Megabazus or Mcgabates, is 
maxked in the Hellenica (iv, I, 6-28) - but is more strongly brought out 
in the Agesi!aus of Xenophon (v, 6), and in Plutarch, Agesil. c. II. 

In the retreat of the Ten Thousand Greeks (five years before) along the 
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Reinforced by the Paphlagonian auxiliaries, Agesilaus prosecuted 
the war with augmented vigor against the satrapy of l'lmrnabazus. 
He now approached the neighborhood of Daskylium, the resi
dence of the satrap himself, inherited from his father Pharnakes, 
who had been satrap before him. This was a well-supplied coun
try, full of rich villages, embellished with parks and gardens for 
the satrap's hunting and gratification : the sporting tastes of Xen
ophori lead him also to remark that there were plenty of birds for 
the fowler, with rivers full of fbh.1 In this agreeable region Age
silaus passed the winter. His soldiers, abundantly supplied with 
provisions, became so careless, and straggled with so much con
tempt of their enemy, that Pharnabazus, with a body of four 
hundred cavalry and two scythed chariots, found an opportunity 

,. of attacking seven hundred of them by surprise ; driving them 
back with considerable loss, until Agesilaus came up to protect 
them with the hoplites. 

This partial misfortune, however, was speedily avenged. Fear
ful of being surrounded and <.'.aptured, Pharnabazus refrained from 
occupying any fixed position. He hovered about the country, car
rying his valuable property along with him, and keeping his place 
of encampment as secret as he could. The watchful Spithridates, 
nevertheless, having obtained information that he was encamped 
for the night in the village of Kane, about eighteen miles distant, 
Herippidas (one of the thirty Spartans) undertook a night-march 
with a detachment to surprise him. Two thousand Grecian hoplites, 
the like number of light-armed peltasts, and Spithridates with the 
Paphlagonian horse, were appointed to accompany him. Though 
many of these soldiers took advantage of the darkness to evade 
attendance, the enterprise proved completely successful. The 
camp of Pharnabazus was surprised at break of day; his :Mysian 
advanced guards were put to the sword, and he himself, with all 
his troops, was compelled to take flight with scarcely any resist
ance. All his stores, plate, and personal furniture, together with a 
large baggage-train and abundance of prisoners, fell into the hands 

southern coast of the Euxine, a Paphlagonian prince named Korylas is 
mentioned (Xen. Anab. v, 5, 22; v, 6, 8). ·whether there WM more than 
one Paphlagonian prince - or whether Otys was successor of Korylas 
we cannot tell. 

1 Xen. llellen. iv, I, 16-33. 
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of the victors. As the Paphlagonians under Spithridates formed 
the cavalry of the victorious detachment, they naturally took more 
spoil and more prisoners than the infantry. They were proceed
ing to carry off their acquisitions, when Herippidas interfered and 
took everything away from them; placing the entire spoil of every 
description, under the charge of Grecian officers, to be sold by 
formal auction in a Grecian city; after which the proceeds were 
to be distributed or applied by public authority. The orders of 
Herippidas were conformable to the regular and systematic pro
ceeding of Grecian officers ; but Spithridates and the Paphlago
nians were probably justified by Asiatic practice in appro1iriating 
that which they had themselves captured. l\Ioreovcr, the order, 
disagreeable in itself, was enforced against them with Lacedremo
nian harshness of manner,1 unaccompanied by any guarantee that 
they would be allowed, even at last, a fair share of the proceeds. 
Resenting the conduct of Ilerippidas as combining injury with 
insult, they deserted in the night and fled to Sardis, where the 
Persian Ariams was in actual revolt against the court of Susa. 
This was a serious loss, and still more serious chagrin, to Agesilaus. 
He was not only deprived of valuable auxiliary cavalry, and of an 
enterprizing Asiatic informant; but the report would be spread 
that he defrauded his Asiatic allies of their legitimate plunder, 
and others would thus be deterred from joining him. His personal 
sorrow too was aggravated by the departure of the youth l\Iega:.. 
bazus, who accompanied his father Spithridates to Sardis.2 

It was towards the close of this winter that a personal confer
ence took place between Agcsilaus and Pharnabazus, managed by 
the intervention of a Greek of Kyzikus named Apollophanes; 
who was connected by ties of hospitality with both, and served to 
each as guarantee for the good faith of the other. We have from 
Xenophon, himself probably present, an interesting detail of this 
interview. Agesilaus, accompanied by his thirty Spartan counsel

1 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 11. mKpo~ lJv l~eraark ri:Jv KAa7rtVTc.JV 1 etc. 
• Xcn. Hellen. iv, I, 27; Plutarch, Agesil. c.11. 
Since the flight of Spithridates took place secretly by night, the scene 

which Plutarch asserts to have taken place between Agesilaus and Mega
bazus cannot have occurred on the departure of the latter, but must belong 
to some other occasion; as, indeed, it seems to be represented by Xeno
phon (Agesil. v, 4). 

http:KAa7rtVTc.JV
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lors, being the first to arrive at the place of appointment, all of 
.them sat down upon the grass to wait. Presently came Pharna
bazus, with splendid clothing and retinue. His attendants were 
beginning to spread fine carpets for him, when the satrap, observ
ing how the Spartans were seated, felt ashamed of such a luxury 
for himself, and sat down on the grass by the side of Agesilaus. 
Having exchanged salutes, they next shook hands; after which 
Pharnabazus, who as the older of the two had been the first to 
tender his right hand, was also the first to open the conversation. 
·'Vhether he spoke Greek well enough to dispense with the neces
sity of an interpreter, we are not informed. "Agesilaus (said he), 
I was the friend and ally of you Lacedmmonians while you were 
at war with Athens ; I furnished you with money to strengthen 
your fleet, and fought with you myself ashore on horseback, chas
ing your enemies into the sea. You cannot charge me with having 
ever played you false, like Tissaphernes, either by word or deed. 
Yet, after this behavior, I am now reduced by you to such a con
dition, that I have not a dinner in my own territory, except by 
picking up your leavings, like the beasts of the field. I see the fine 
residences, parks, and hunting-grounds, bequeathed to me by my 
father, which formed the charm of my life, cut up or burnt down 
by you. Is this the conduct of men mindful of favors received, 
and eager to requite them ? Pray answer me this question; for, 
perhaps, I have yet to learn what is holy and just." 

The thirty Spartan counsellors were covered with shame by this 
emphatic appeal. They all held their peace; while Agesilaus, 
after a long pause, at length replied,-" You are aware, Pharna
bazus, that in Grecian cities, individuals become private friends 
and guests of each other. Such guests, if the cities to which they 
belong go t6 war, fight with each other, and sometimes by accident 
even kill each other, each in behalf of his respective city. So then 
it is that we, being at war with your king, are cqmpellcd to hold 
all his dominions as enemy's land. But in regard to you, we would 
pay any price to become your friends. I do not invite you to 
accept us as masters, in place of your present master ; I ask you 
to become our ally, and to enjoy your own property as a freeman, 
- bowing before no man and acknowledging no master. Now 
freedom is in itself a possession of the highest value. But this is 
not all. We do not call upon you to be a freeman, and yet poor. 
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We offer you our alliance, to acquire fresh territory, not for the 
king, but for yourself; by reducing those who are now your fellow
slaves to become your subjects. Now tell me, - if you thus con
tinue a freeman and become rich, what can you want farther to 
make you a thoroughly prosperous man ?" 

"I will speak frankly to you in reply (said Pharnabazus). If 
the king shall send any other general, and put me under him, I 
shall willingly become your friend and ally. But if he imposes 
the duty of command on me, so strong is the point of honor, that I 
shall continue to make war upon you to the best of my power. 
Expect nothing else."l 

Agesilaus, struck with this answer, took his hand and said, 
" ·would that with such high-minded sentiments you could become 
our friend ! At any rate, let me assure you of this, - that I will 
immediately quit your territory; and for the future, even should 
the war continue, I will respect both you and all your property, 
as long as I can turn my arms against any other Persians." 

Here the conversation closed; Pharnabazus mounted his horse, 
and rode away. His son by Parapita, however, -at that time still 
a handsome youth, - lingered behind, ran up to Agesilaus, and 
exclaimed, - "Agesilaus, I make you my guest." - "I accept it 
with all my heart,'' - was the answer. "Remember me by this," 
- rejoined the young Persian, - putting into the hands of Age
silaus the fine javelin which he carried. The latter immediately 
took off the ornamental trappings from the horse of his secretary 
!dams, and gave them as a return present; upon which the young 
man rode away with them, and rejoined his father.2 

There is a touching interest and emphasis in this interview as 
described by Xenophon, who here breathes into his tame Helle
nic chronicle something of the romantic spirit of the 'Cyropredia.. 
The pledges exchanged between Agesilaus and the son of Pharna
bazus were not forgotten by either. The latter, - being in after 
days impoverished and driven into exile by his brother, during the 

Xen. Hellen. iv, l, 38. 'Euv µlvrot µot T~V upx~v 7rpO!ITUTT1J, TOlOVrOV 

Tl, i:i, fouce, rpil-ortµia fort, ev XP~ elJlvat, Ort 'lrOAeµ~<J(,) vµlv i:i, av ovvC.Jµat 
liptara. 

Compare ahout rpiA.onµia, IIerodot. iii, 53. 
'Xen. Hellen. iv, I, 29-41 ; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 13, 14; Xen. Agesil. 

iii, 5. 

I 
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absence of Pharnabazus in Egypt, - was compelled to take refuge 
in Greece ; where Agcsilaus provided him with protection and a 
home, and even went so far as to employ influence in favor of an 
Athenian youth, to whom the son of Pharnabazus was attached. 
This Athenian youth had outgrown the age arnl size of the boy
runners in the Olympic stadium ; nevertheless Agesilaus, by 
strenuous personal inte1ference, overruled the reluctance of the 
Elcian judges, and prevailed upon them to. admit him as a com
petitor with the other boys,1 The stress laid by Xenophon upon 
this favor illustrates the tone of Grecian sentiment, aml shows us 
the variety of objects which personal ascendency was used to com
pass. Disinterested in regard to himself, Agesilaus was unscru
pulous both in promoting the encroachments, and screening the 
injustices, of his friends.2 The unfair privilege which he pro
cured for this youth, though a small thing in itself, could hardly 
fail to offend a crowd of spectators familiar with the established 
conditions of the stadium, and to expose the judges to severe 
censure. 

Quitting the satrapy of Pharnabazus, - which was now pretty 
well exhausted, while the armistice concluded with Tithraustes 
must have expired, -Agesilaus took up his camp near the temple 
of A.l:temis, at Astyra in the plain of TheM (in the region com
monly known as .iEolis, near the Gulf of Elams. He here em
ployed himself in bringing together an increased number of troops, 
with a view to penetrate farther into the interior of Asia Minor 
during the summer. Recent events had greatly increased the be
lief entertained by the Asiatics in his superior strength ; so that 
he received propositions from various districts in the interior, 
inviting his presence, and expressing anxiety to throw off the 
Persian yoke. Ile sought also to compose the dissensions and 
misrule which had arisen out of the Lysandrian dekarchies in the 
Greco-Asiatic cities, avoiding as much as possible sharp inflictions 
of death or exile. How much he achieved in this direction, we 
cannot tell,3 nor can it have been possible, indeed, to achieve 

1 Xcn. Hellen. iv, 1, 40. mivr' lrroL7J<Jtv, 011'(,)<; uv 0.' l1ui.vov tyKpt&ti11 tlr; 
To <J<uc!wv lv '01.v,urriq, µtyt<J<or; wv rraiclwv. 

2 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 5-13. 
3 Xen. Hellen. iv, 1, 41; Xcn. AgcsiL i, 35-38; Plutarch, Agcsil. c. 14, 15 • 

Isokrates, Or. v, (Philipp.) s. 100. 
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much, without dismissing the Spartan harmosts and lessening the 
political power of his own partisans ; neither of which he did. 

His plans were now all laid for penetrating farther than ever 
into the interior, and for permanent conquest, if possible, of the 
western portion of Persian Asia. \Vlmt he would have perm~ 
nently accomplished towards this scheme, cannot be determined ; 
for his aggressive march was suspended by a summons home, the 
reason of which will appear in the next chapter. 

l\Ieanwhile, Pharnabazus had been called from his satrapy to 
go and take the command of the Persian fleet in Kilikia and the 
south of Asia l\Iinor, in conjunction with Konon. Since the revolt 
of Rhodes from the Lacedremonians, (in the summer of the pre
ceding year, 395 B. c.) that active Athenian had achieved nothing. 
The burst of activity, produced by the first visit of Pharnabazus 
at the Persian court, had been paralyzed by the jealousies of the 
Persian commanders, reluctant to serve under a Greek, - by 
peculation of officers who embezzled the pay destined for the troops, 
- by mutiny in the fleet from absence of pay,- and by the many 
delays arising while the satraps, unwilling to spend their own rev
enues in the war, waited for orders and remittances from court.I 
Hence Konon had beei1 unable to make any efficient use of his 
fleet, during those months when the Laeedremonian flee~ was 
increased to nearly double its former number. At length he 
resolved, - seemingly at the instigation of his countrymen at 
home9 as well as of Euagoras prince of Salamis in Cyprus, and 
through the encouragement of Ktesias, one of the Grecian physi
cians resident at the Persian court, - on going himself into the 
interior to communicate personally with Artaxerxes. Landing on 
the Kilikian coast, he crossed by land to Thapsakus on ilie Eu

1 Compare Diodor. xv, 41 ad.fin.; and Thucyd. viii, 45. 
• Isokrates Or. viii, De Pace, s. 82) alludes to "many embassies" as hav

ing been sent by Athens to the king of Persia, to protest against the Lace
d::cmonian dominion. But this mission of Konon i8 the only one which 
we can verify, prior to the battle of Knidus. 

Probably Demus, the son of Pyrilampes, an eminent citize.n and trie
rurch of Athens, must have been one of the companions of Konon in this 
mission. He is mentioned in an oration of Lysias as having received from 
the Great King a present of a golden drinking-bowl or (~iuA1J); and I do 
not know on what other occasion he can have received it, except in this 
embassy (Lysias, Or. xix, De Donis Aristoph. s. 27 ). 
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phrates (as the Cyreian army had marched), from whence he 
sailed down the river in a boat to Ilabylon. It appears that he 
did not see Artaxerxes, from repugnance to that ceremony of pros
tration which was required from all who approached the royal 
person. But his messages, transmitted through Ktesias and others, 
- with his confident engagement to put down the maritime empire .. 
of Sparta and counteract the projects of Agesilaus, if the Persian 
forces and money were put into efficient action, - produced a 
powerful effect on the mind of the monarch; who doubtless was 
not merely alarmed at the formidable position of Agesilaus in Asia 
l\Iinor, but also hated the Lacedremonians as main agents in the 
aggressive enterprise of Cyrus. Artaxerxes not only approved 
his views, but made to him a large grant of money, and transmit
ted peremptory orders to the coast that his officers should be active 
in prosecuting the maritime war. 

"'What was of still greater moment, Konon ·was permitted to 
name any person whom he chose, as admiral jointly with himself. 
It was by his choice that Pharnabazus was called from his satrapy, 
and ordered to act jointly as commander of the fleet. This satrap, 
the bravest and most straightforward among all the Persian 
grandees, and just now smarting with resentment at the devasta
tion of his satrapyl by Agesilaus, cooperated heartily with Konon. 
A powerful fleet, partly Phrenician, partly Athenian or Grecian, 
was soon equipped, superior in number even to the newly-organized 
Lacedremonian fleet under Peisander.2 Euagoras, prince of Sa

1 :Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 6. 
• The measures of Konon and the transactions preceding the battle of 

Knidus, are very impe1fectly known to us; but we may gather them gen
erally from Diodorus, xiv, 81; Justin, vi, 3, 4; Cornelius Ncpos, Vit. Conon. 
c. 2, 3; Ktesire Fragment, c. 62, 63, ed. Bahr. 

Isokrates (Orat. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 165; compare Orat. ix, (Euagor.) s. 77) 
speaks loosely as to the duration of time that the Persian fleet remained 
blocked up by the Lacedremonians before Konon obtained his final and 
vigorous orders from Artaxerxes, unless we are to understand his three 
years as referring to the first news of outfit of ships of war in Phamicia, 
hronght to Sparta by Ilerodns, as Schneider understands them; and even 
then the statement that the Persian fleet remained 1roli.wpwvµevov for all 
thi" time, would be much exaggerated. Allowing for exaggerntion, how
ever, Isokrates coincides generally with the authorities above noticed. 

It would appear that Ktesins the physician obtained about this time per
mission to quit the court of Persia, and come back to Greece. Perhaps he 
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lamis in Cyprus,t not only provided many triremes, but served 
himself, personally, on board. 

It was about the month of July, 394 B. c., that Pharnabazus 
and Konon brought their united fleet to the south-western corner 
of Asia Minor ; first, probably, to the friendly island of Rhodes, 
next, off Loryrua~ and the mountain called Dorion on the peninsula 
of Knidus.3 1~eisander, with the fleet of Sparta and her allies, 
sailed out froin Knidus to meet them, and both parties prepared 
for a battle. The numbers of the Laceda:!monians are reported 
Ly Diodorus at eighty-five triremes ; those of Konon and Pharna
Lazus at above ninety. But Xenophon, without particularizing 
the number on either side, seems to intimate the disparity as far 
greater ; stating that the entire fleet of Peisander was considera
bly inferior even to the Grecian division under Konon, without 
reckoning the Phrenician ships under Pharnabazus.4 In spite of 
such inferiority, Peisander did not shrink from the encounter. 
Though a young man without military skill, he possessed a full 
mearnre of Spartan courage and pride; moreover,- since the Spar
tan maritime empire was only maintained by the assumed superior~ 

may have been induced (like DcmokC<lcs of Kroton, one hundred and 
twenty years before) to promote the views of Konon in order to get for 
himself this permission. · 

In the meagre abstract of Ktesias given by Photius (e. 63) mention is 
made of some Laccdremonian envoys who were now going up to the Persian 
court, and were watched or detained on the way. This mission can hardly 
have taken place before the battle of Kn id us; for then Agesilaus was in the 
full tiue of success, aml contemplating the largest plans of aggression 
against Persia. It must have·taken place, I presume, after the battle. 

I Isokratcs,Or.ix,{Euagoras)s.67. Eiiayopovof: avr6v Te 7rapaa
x 6 v T 0 r;' Kat Ti;r; ovvuµtwr; ri;v r.AtlaT1/V r.apaO'KtVaaavTor;. Compare s. 
83 of the same oration. Compare Pausanias, i, 3, I. 

2 Diodor. xiv, 83. otirpi/3ov r.epl Awpvµa Ti;r; Xtpaov~aov. 
It is hardly necessary to remark, that the word Cliersonesus here (and in 

xiv, 89) docs not mean the peninsula of Thrace commonly known by that 
name, fo1ming the European side of the Hellespont, - but the peninsula 
on which Knidus is situated. 

3 Pausan. vi, 3, 6. 7rtp£ Kvioov Kat opor; TO l:;.wptov ovoµat;6µevov. 
4 Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 12. <I>apva13al;ov, vavapxov 5vra, fi!v rair; <I>oivfoaatr; 

elvat. Kol'wva oe, TO 'EAA1]VIKOV lxovTa, rtrux{}ai lµrrpoa{}ev avroii. 'Av
Tl7rapara;aµ€vov oe TOV IIeiaavopov, Kat 7r0AV tAaTTOVWV avTfi> TCIV 
11tCiv rpaveiaCiv TCIV avTOV TOii µeril. K6vwvor; 'EAA1JPIKOii, 
etc. 

http:Isokratcs,Or.ix,{Euagoras)s.67


283 TRIUMPH OF KONON. 

ity of his fleet, - bad he confessed himself too weak to fight, his 
enemies would have gone unopposed around the islands to excite 
revolt. Accordingly, he sailed forth from the harbor of Knidus. 
But when the two fleets were ranged opposite to each other, and 
the battle was about to commence, - so manifest and alarming 
was the superiority of the Athenians and Persians, that his 
Asiatic allies on the left division, noway hearty in the cause, 
fled almost without striking a blow. Under such discouraging 
circumstances, he nevertheless led his fleet into action with the 
greatest valor. But his trireme was overwhelmed by numbers, 
broken in various places by the beaks of the enemy's ships, and 
forced back upon the land, together with a large portion of his 
fleet. :Many of the crews jumped out and got to land, abandoning 
their triremes to the conquerors. Peisander, too, might have es
caped in the same way; but disdaining either to survive hi;; defeat 
or to quit his ship, foll gallantl'y fighting aboard. Th~ victory of 
Konon and Pharnabazus was complete. l\lore than half of the 
Spartan ships were either captured or destroyed, though the neigh
borhood of the land enabled a large proportion of the crews to es
cape to Knidus, so that no great number of prison CJ,, were taken.I 
Among the allies of Sparta, the chief loss of course foll upon those 
who were most attached to her cause; the disaffected or lukewarm 
were those who escaped by flight at the begi~ning. 

Such was the memorable triumph of Konon at Knidus ; the 
reversal of that of Lysander at JEgospotami eleven years before. 
Its important effects will be recounted in the coming chapter. 

1 Xen. Hellen, iv, 3, 10-14; Diodor. xiv, 83; Cornelius Ncpos, Conon, c. 
4; Justin, vi, 3. 
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CHAPTER LXXIV. 

FRO~! THE BATTLE OF K:XIDt.:s TO THE REBLILDIXG OF THE 
LOXG WAI.LS OF ATHEXS. 

HAVING in my last chapter carried the series of Asiatic events 
down to the battle of Knidus, in the beginning of August, B. c. 394, 
at which period war was already raging on the other side of the 
lEgean, in Greece Proper, - I now take up the thread of evenfa 
from a period somewhat earlier, to show how this last-mentioned 
war, commonly called the Corinthian war, began. 

At the accession of Agesilaus to the throne, in 398 B. c., the 
power of Sparta throughout all Greece from Laconia to Thessaly, 
was greater than it had ever been, and greater than any Grecian 
state had ever enjoyed before. The burden of the long war against 
Athens she had borne in far less proportion than her allies ; its 
fruits she hatl reaped exclusively for herself. There prevailed 
consequently among her allies a general discontent, which Thebes 
as well as Corinth manifested by refusing to take part in the recent 
expeditions ; either of Pausanias against Thrasybulus and the 
Athenian exiles in Peirreus, - or of Agis against the Eleians, 
or of Agesilaus against the Persians in Asia J'IIinor. The Eleians 
were completely humbled by the invasions of Agis; all the other 
cities in Peloponnesus, from apprehension, from ancient habit, and 
from being governed by oligarchies who leaned on Sparta for sup
port, were obedient to her authority, - with the single exception 
of Argos, which remained, as before, neutral and quiet, though in 
sentiment unfriendly. Athens was a simple unit in the catalogue 
of Spartan allies, furnishing her contingent, like the rest, to be 
commanded by the xenagus, - or officer sent from Sparta for the 
special purpose of commanding such foreign contingents. 

In the northern regions of Greece, the advance of Spartan power 
is yet more remarkable. Looking back to the year 419 B. c. 
(about two years after the peace of Nikias), Sparta had been so 
unable to protect her colony of Herakleia, in Trachis on the l\Ia
liac Gulf, near the strait of Thermopylre, that the Breotians wero 
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obliged to send a. garrison thither, in order to prevent it from fall
ing into the hands of Athens. They even went so far as to dismiss 
the Lacedremonian harmost.t In the winter of 40!!-408 B. c., 
another disaster had happened at Herakleia, in which the Lacedre
monian harmost was slain.2 · But about 399 B. c., we find Sparta 
exercising an energetic ascendency at Herakleia, and even making 
that place a central post for keeping down the people in the neigh
borhood of l\1ount CEta and a portion of Thessaly. Herippidas, the 
Lacedremonian, was sent thither to repress some factious move
ments, with a force sufficient to enable him to overawe the public 
assembly, to seize the obnoxious party in the place, and to put 
them to death, five hundred in number, outside of the gates.3 
Carrying his arms farther against the CEtreans and Trachinians 
in the neighborhood, who had been long at variance with the La
eonian colonists at Herakleia, he expelled them from their abodes, 
and forced ,them to migrate with their wives and children into 
Thessaly.4 Hence, the Lacedremonians were enabled to extend 
their influence into parts of Thessaly, and to place a harmost with a 
garrison in Pharsalus, resting upon IIerakleia as a basis, - which 
thus became· a. position of extraordinary importance for their 
dominion over the northern regions. 

With the real power of Sparta thus greatly augmented on land, 
in addition to her vast empire at sea, bringing its ample influx of 
tribute, - and among cities who had not merely long recognized 
her as leader, but had never recognized any one else, - it required 
an unusual stimulus to raise any formidable hostile combination 
against her, notwithstanding a large spread of disaffection and 
antipathy. The stimulus came from Persia, from whose treasures 
the means had been before furnished to Sparta her,;elf for subduing 
Athens. The· news that a formidable navy was fitting out in 
Phccnicia, which had prompted the expedition of Agesilaus in the 
spring of 396 B. c., was doubtless circulated and heard with satis
faction among the Grecian cities unfriendly to Sparta; and the 
refusal of Thebes, Corinth, and Athens, to take service under that 

1 Thucyd. v, 52. • Xen. Hellen. i, 2, 18. 

3 Diodor. xiv, 38; Polyren. ii, 21. 

4 Diodorus, ut sup.; compare xiv, 81. roi!, Tpaxiviov, ¢eiryovrar l" rc:iv 


rrarpiowv vrro Aa/CEoatµovicJv, etc. 
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prince, - aggravated in the c.~e of the Thebans by a positive 
offence given to him on the occasion of his sacrifice at Aulis, 
was e1 ough to warn Sparta of the dangerous sentiments and ten
dencies by which she was surrounded near home. 

It was upon these tendencies that the positive instigation and 
promises of Persia were brought to bear, in the course of the fol
lowing year ; and not merely promises, but pecuniary supplies, 
with news of revived naval warfare threatening the insular dominion 
of Sparta. Tithraustes, the new satrap, who had put to death and 
succeeded Tissaphernes, had no sooner concluded the armistice 
mentioned above, and prevailed upon Agesilaus to remove his 
army into the satrapy of Pharnabazus, than he employed active 
measures for kindling war against Sparta in Greece, in order to 
create a necessity for the recall of Agesilaus out of Asia. He sent 
a Rhodian named Timokrates into Greece, as envoy to the cities 
most unfriendly to the Lacedremonians, with a sum of fifty talents ;l 
directing him to employ this money in gaining over the leading 
men in these cities, and to exchange solemn oaths of alliance and 
aid with Persia, for common hostility against Sparta. The faland 
of Rhodes having just revolted from the Spartan dominion, had 
admitted Konon with the Persian fleet (as I have mentioned in 
the last chapter), so that probably the Rhodian envoy was on a 
mission to Tithraustes on behalf of his countrymen. He was an 
appropriate envoy on this occasion, as having an animated interest 
in raising up new enemies to Sparta, and as being hearty in stir~ 
ring up among the Thebans and Corinthians the same spirit which 
had led to the revolt of Rhodes. The effect which that revolt 
produced in alarming and exasperating the Spartans, has been 

1 Xen. llellen. iii, 5, L IIiµrret T1µ01<parl}v 'Poclwv lr: T~v 'EA./,uc!a, cloiJr; 
;i:pvuiov lr: TrEVTi/KOVTa Tul.avTa upyvpiov, Ka~ KeAevet TretpiiufJat, Trl<1TU TU 
µiytura Aaµ13Uvovra, cltclovat ToTr; rrpo£<JTl)Kof1tV lv rair; rroAef1w, lrp' ~ re m5
'Mµov l;ofoetv rrpiJr; AaKerlatµoviovr;. 

Timokrates is ordered to give the money; yet not absolutely, but only 
on a certain condition, in case he should find that such condition could he 
realized ; that is, if by giving it he could procure from various leading 
Greeks sufficient assurances and guarantees that they would raise war 
against Sparta. As this was a matter more or less doubtful, Timokrates is 
ordered to try to give the money for tliis purpose. Though the construction 
of rretpii(J{}at couples it with otoovat, the sense of the word more properly 
belongs to t~ofoetv- which designates the purpose to be accomplished. 
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already noticed; and we may fairly presume that its effect on the 
other side, in encouraging their Grecian enemies, was considerable. 
Timokrates visited Thebes, Corinth, and Argos, distributing his 
funds. He concluded engagements on behalf of the satrap, with 
various leading men in each, putting them into communication with 
each other ; Ismenias, Androkleidas, and others in Thebes, - Ti
molaus and Polyanthes at Corinth,- Kylon and others at Argos. 
It appears that he did not visit Athens ; at least, Xenophon ex
pressly says that none of his money went there. The working of 
this mission, - coupled, we must recollect, with the renewed naval 
warfare on the coast of Asia, and the promise of a Persian fleet 
against that of Sparta, - was soon felt in the more pronounced 
manifestation of anti-Laconian sentiments in these various cities, 
and in the commencement of attempts to establish alliance between 
them.I 

With that Laconian bias which perrades his Hellenica, Xeno
phon represents the coming war against Sparta, as if it had been 
brought about mainly by these bribes from Persia to the leading 
men in these various cities. I have stated on more than one occa
sion, that the average public morality of Grecian individual poli
ticians in Sparta, Athens, and other cities, was not such as to 
exclude personal corruption ; that it required a morality higher 
than the average, when such temptation was resisted,- and a 
morality considerably higher than the average, if it were sys
tematically resisted, and for a long life, as by Perikles and Nikias. 
There would be nothing therefore surprising, if Ismenias and the 
rest had received bribes under the circumstances here mentioned. 
But it appears highly improbable that the money given by Timo
krates could have been a bribe ; that is, given privately, and for 
the separate use of these leaders. It was furnished for the pro
motion of a certain public object, which could not be accomplished 
without heavy disbursements ; it was analogous to that sum of 

· thirty talents which (as Xenophon himself tells us) Tithraustes 
had just given to Agesilaus, as an inducement to carry away his 
army into the satrapy of Pharnabazus (not as a present for the 
private purse of the Spartan king, but as a contribution to the 

Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 2; rausan. iii, 9, 4; Plutarch, Artaxerxes, c. 20. I 
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wants of the army),1 or to that which the satrap Tiribazus gave 
to Antalkidas afterwards,2 also for public objects. Xenophon af
firms, that Ismenias and the rest, having received these presents 
from Timokrates, accused the Lacedmmonians and rendered them 
odious, - each in his respective city.a But it is certain, from his 
own showing, that the hatred towards them existed in these cities, 
before the arrival of Timokrates. In Argos, such hatred was of 
old standing ; in Corinth and Thebes, though kindled only since 
the close of the war, it was not the less pronounced. 1\Ioreover, 
Xenophon himself informs us, that the Athenians, though they 
received none of the money,4 were quite as ready for war as the 
other cities. If we therefore admit his statement as a matter of 
fact, that Timokrates gave private presents to various leading poli
ticians, which is by no means improbable, - we must dissent from 
the explanatory use which he makes of this fact by setting it out 
prominently as the cause of the war. ·what these leading men 
would find it difiicult to raise was, not hatred to Sparta, but confi
dence and courage to brave the power of Sparta. And for this 
purpose the mission of Timokrates would be a valuable aid, by 
conveying assurances of Persian cooperation and support against 
Sparta. He must have been produced publicly either before the 
people, the senate, or at least the great body of the anti-Laconian 
party in each city. And the money which he brought with him, 
though a portion of it may have gone in private presents, would 
serve to this party as the best warrant for the sincerity of the 
satrap. 

·whatever negotiations may have been in progress between the 
cities visited by Timokrates, no union had been brought about 
between them when the war, kindled by an accident, broke out as 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 26. 2 Xen. Hellen. iv, s, 16. 
3 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 2. Ol µev o~ &~&µevot TU 'XP~µara "' -rar olKeiar 

1ro.A.etr 0tif3a.A.A.ov -rovr AaKeOaiµovfovi;· hrd oe ravrai; ii; µZ<Jor avrwv 1rpofi
yayov, avviaraaav Kat -rai; µeyiarai; 'lrOAetr 1rpili; aU~A.ai;. 

4 Xenophon, ut sup. 
Pausa~ias (iii, 9, 4) names some Athenians as having received part of the 

money. So Plutarch also, in general terms (Agcsil. c. 15). 
Diodorus mentions nothing respecting either the mission or the presents 

of Timokrates. 

http:0tif3a.A.A.ov
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a "Breotian war,"J between Thebes and Sparta separately. Be· 
tween the Opuntian Lokrians and the Phokians, north of Boootia, 
there was a strip of disputed border land; respecting which the 
Phokians, imputing wrongful encroachment to the Lokrians, in· 
vaded their territory. The Lokrians, allied with Thebes, entreated 
her protection; upon which a body of Breotians invaded Phokis; 
while the Phokians on their side threw themselves upon Lacedre· 
mon, invoking her aid against Thebes.2 "The Lacedremonians 
(says Xenophon) were delighted to get a pretence for making war 
against the Thebans,-having been long angry with them on 
several different grounds. They thought that the present was an 
excellent time for marching against them, and putting down their 
insolence ; since Agesilaus was in full success in Asia, and there 
was no other war to embarrass them in Greece."3 The various 

1 lioAEµo> Bot"1TlKO!: (Diodor. xiv, 81 ). 
•Xenophon (Hellen. iii, 5, 3) says,-and Pausanias (iii, 9, 4) follows 

him, -That the Theban leaders, wishing to bring about a war with Sparta, 
and knowing that Sparta would not begin it, purposely incited the Lokrians 
to encroach upon this disputed border, in order that the Phokians might 
resent it, and that thus a war might be lighted up. I have little hesitation 
in rejecting this version, which I conceive to have arisen from Xenophon's 
philo-Laconian and miso-Theban tendency, and in believing that the fight 
between the Lokrians and l'hokians, as well as that between the Phokians 
and Thebans, arose without any design on the part of the latter to provoke 
Sparta. So Diodorus recounts it, in refcrenco to the war between the Pho
kians and the Thebans; for about the Lokrians he says nothing (xiv, 81 ). 

The subsequent events, as recounted liy Xenophon himself, show that the 
Spartans were not only ready in point of force, but eager in regard to will, 
to go to war with the Thebans; while the latter were not at all ready to go 
to war with Sparta. They had not a single ally; for their application to 
Athens, in itself doubtful, was not made until after Sparta had declared 
war against them. 

~ Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 5. Ol µtvroi AaKeoaiµ6vtoL U. aµ e v o L l i. a f3 o v 
7rpotpa<I£V arpaTfVtlV l7rt Tovr 011f3aiov>, ?Tail.at opyt,6µe
v 0' avroir, Tii> re avrti.h>J!e~,. Tii> TOV 'AmiAA"1VO> OEKUT1/> lv AtKCAet(L, Ka~ 
TOV E'lrt TOV ITcipaui. µ1/ Uh/,iiaal a1<0AovfJiiaa1· 1)nwvro o' avrovr, Kat Koptv· 
'9iovr 1!"f:t<Iat µfj <IV<ITparcveLv. 'Aveµtµv~<IKOVTO o& Kat, "'• t'Jvovr' lv Avi.i& 
rov 'Ay11aii.aov oi•K cfov, Kat ru re&vµiva lfpu wr l/;/mpav a?To rov {J"'µov. 
1<a2 on ova' el, r1Jv 'Aaiav <IVvcarparevov 'Ay11a1Aa<,J. 'EAoyi,ovro oe l<cU 
l<aAov elvat rov lf;uyctv arpartuV t?T' avrov>, KaL ?Taiiaat Tii!: l• aarovr iJ{Jpe"1>' 
Ta TC yap lv r~ 'Aai(L KaAw> acpiatv lXEtv, KparoiivTor 'Ay11atAaov, 1<at lv Tii 
'EAAaot ovoiva uAAov ?Toi.cµov tµ?Tooi;;v <I'/'i<Iw elvat. Compare vii, I, 34. 

The description here given by Xenophon himself,..,..of the past dealing 
VOL. IX. 13 l9o~ 
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·grounds on which the Laccd::emonians rested their displeasure 
against Thebes, begin from a time immediately succeeding the close 
of the war against Athens, and the sentiment was now both estab
lished and vehement. It was they who now began the Boootian 
war; not the Thebans, nor the bribes brought by Timokrates. 

The energetic and ambitious Lysander, who had before insti
gated the expedition of Agesilaus across the .i"Egean, and who had 
long hated the Thebans, - was among the foremost advisers of the 
expedition now decreed by the ephors against Thebes,1 as well as 
the chief commander appointed to carry it into execution. Ile was 
despatched with a small force to act on the north of Bceotia. He 
·was directed to start from Herakleia, the centre of Lacedremonian 
influence in those regions, - to muster the Herakleots, together 
with the various dependent populations in the neighborhood of CE
ta, CEtreans, :Malians, JEnianes, etc. - to march towards Breotia, 
taking up the Phokians in his way, - and to attack Haliartus. 
Under the walls of this town king Pausanias engaged to meet him 
-on a given day, with the native Lacedremonian force and the 
· Peloponnesian allies. For this purpose, having obtained favorable 
border sacrifices, he marched forth to Tegea, and there employed 
himself hi collecting the allied contingents from Peloponnesus.2 
But the allies generally were tardy and reluctant in the cause ; 
while the Corinthians withheld all concurrence and support,3 
though neither did they make any manifestation in favor of Thebes. 

Finding themselves thus exposed to a formidable attack on two 
'sides, from Sparta at the height of her power, and from a Spartan 
.officer of known ability, - being, moreover, at the same time 
without a single ally,-the Thebans resolved to entreat succor 
from Athens. A Theban embassy to Athens for any purpose, 
and especially for this purpose, was itself among the strongest 
marks of the revolution which had taken place in Grecian politics. 

and established sentiment between Sparta and Thebes, - refutes his alle
gation, that it was the bribes brought by Timokrates to the leading The
bans which first blew up the hatred against Sparta; and shows farther, that 
·Sparta did not need any circuitous manoouvres of the Thebans, to famish 
her with a pretext for going to war. 

1 Plutarch, Lyband. c. 28. 1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 6, 7. 
a. Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 23. 
The conduct of the Corinthians here contributes ag~n to refute the as· 

sertion of Xenophon about the effect of the bribes of Timokrates. 
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The antipathy between the two cities had been so long and viru
lent, that the Thebans, at the close of the war, had endeavored to 
induce Sparta to root out the Athenian population. Their conduct 
subsequently had been favorable and sympathizing towards Thra
sybulus in his struggle against the Thirty, and that leader had 
testified his gratitude by dedicating statues in the Theban Ilerak
leion.1 But it was by no means clear that Athens would feel 
herself called upon, either by policy or by sentiment, to assist 
them in the present emergency; at a moment when she had no 
Long "\Valls, no fortifications at Peirams, no ships, nor any protec
tion against the Spartan maritime power. 

It was not until Pausanias and Lysander were both actually 
engaged in mustering their forces, that the Thebans sent to address 
the Athenian assembly. The speech of the Theban envoy sets 
forth strikingly the case against Sparta as it then stood. Dis
claiming all concurrence with that former Theban deputy, who, 
without any instructions, had taken on himself to propose, in the 
Spartan assembly of allies, extreme severity towards the·con
quered Athenians, - he reminded the Athenians that Thebes had 
by unanimous voice declined obeying the summons of the Spartans, 
to aid in the march against Thrasybulus and the Peira:ms ; and 
that this was the first cause of the anger of the Spartans against 
her. On that ground, then, he appealed to the gratitude of demo
cratical Athens against the Lacedremonians. But he likewise in
voked against them, with yet greater confidence, the aid of 
oligarchical Athens, - or of those who at that time had stood 
opposed to Thrasybulus and the Peirreus ; for it was Sparta who, 
having first set up the oligarchy at Athens, had afterwards refused 
to sustain it, and left its partisans to the generosity of their demo
eratical opponents, by whom alone they were saved harmless.2 
Of course Athens was eager, if possible (so he presumed), to regain 
her lost empire ; and in this enterprise he tendered the cordial aid 

I Pausanias, ix, ll, 4. 
2 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 9. 
IToAv o' frt µii.AAOV Mwvµev, 0<10t ri;,v lv uaret lytveai9e, rrpofJvµr,;r lrr~ 

rovr Aaudatµovfovr Uvat. 'EKtZvot yup, Karaar~aavrer vµii.r tr OAtyap;riav 
ical tr l;rfJpav r(fi ohµ'fJ, atptKoµevot TrOAA~ ovvaµet, wr vµZv avµµaxot, rrapf
doaai• vµ<ir r(fi rrAhl'ttt • i:Jare ri> µev br' lKeivoti; elvat, arroAwA.are, oo't oijµoi; 
oiiroul vµii.i; EalJ<1t. 
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'Of Thebes as an ally. He pointed out that it was by no means ari 
impracticable enterprise; looking to the universal hatred which 
Sparta had now drawn upon herself, not less on the part of ancient 
allies than of prior enemies. The Athenians knew by experience 
that Thebes could be formidable as a foe ; she would now show 
that she could be yet more effective as a friend, if the Athenians 
would interfere to rescue her. :Moreover, she was now about to 
fight, not for Syracusans or Asiatics, but for her own preservation 
and dignity. " "\Ve hesitate not to affirm, men of Athens (con
cluded the Thcban speaker), that what we arc now invoking at 
your hands is a greater benefit to you than it is to ourselves.''! 

Eight years had now elapsed since the archonship of Euklcides. 
and the renovation of the democracy after the crushing visitation 
of the Thirty. Yet we may see, from the important and well
tu~ncd allusion of the Theban speaker to the oligarchical portion 
of the assembly, that the two parties still stood in a certain meas
ure distinguished. Enfeebled as Athens had been left by the war, 
she had never since been called upon to take any decisive and. 
emphatic vote on a question of foreign policy; and much now 
turned upon the temper of the oligarchical minority, which might 
well be conceived likely to play a party game and speculate upon 
Spartan countenance. But the comprehensive amnesty decreed 
on the reestabli:::lunent of the democratical constitution, - and the 
wise and generous forbearance with which it had been carried out, 
in spite of the most torturing recollections, - were now found to 
have produced their fruits. l\Iajority and minority,- democrats 
and oligarchs, - were seen confounded in one unanimous and 
hearty vote to lend assistance to Thebes, in spite of all risk from 
hostility with Sparta.. "\Ve cannot indeed doubt that this vote was 
considerably influenced also by t11e revolt of Rhodes, by the re
appearance of Konon with a fleet in the Asiatic seas, and by 
private communications from that commander intimating his hope 
of acting triumphantly against the maritime power of Sparta, 
through enlarged aid from Persia. The vote had thus a double 
meaning. It proclaimed not merely the restored harmony between 
democrats and oligarchs at Athens, but also their common resolu
tion to break the chain by which they were held as mere satellites 

1 :X:eu. Hellen. iii, 5, 9, 16. 
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and units in the regiment of Spartan allies, and to work out anew 
the old traditions of Athens as a self-acting and primary power, 
at least, - if not once again an imperial power. The vote pro
claimed a renovated life in Athens, and its boldness under the 
existing weakness of the city, is extolled two generations after
wards by Demosthenes.I 

After having heard the Thcban orator (we arc told even by 
the philo-Laconian Xenophon),2 "very many Athenian citizens 
rose and spoke in support of his prayer, and the whole assembly 
with one accord voted to grant it." Thrasybulus proposed the 
resolution, and communicated it to the Theban envoys. 

He told them that Athens knew well the risk which she was 
incurring while Peirreus was undefended ; but nevertheless she 
was prepared to show her gratitude by giving more in requital 
than she had received; for she was prepared to give the Thebans 
positive aid, in case they were attacked - while the Thebans had 
done nothing more for her than to refuse to join in an aggressive 
march against her.a 

"Without such assurance of succor from Athens, it is highly 
probable that the Thebans might have been afraid to face, single
handed, Lysander and the full force of Sparta. But they now 
prepared for a strenuous defence. The first approach of Lysan
der with his army of IIerakleots, Phokians, and others, from the 
north, was truly menacing; the more so, as Orchomenus, the sec
ond city next to Thebes in the Breotian confederacy, broke off 
its allegiance and joined him. The supremacy of Thebes over 
the cities composing the Breotian confederacy appears to have 
been often harsh and oppressive, though probably not equally 
oppressive towards all, and certainly not equally odious to all. 
To Platrea on the extreme south of Breotia, it had been long 

1 Demosthen. de Corona., c. 28, p. 258 ; also Philipp. i, c. 7, p. 44. Com
pare ah:o Lysias, Orat. xvi, (pro l\Iantitheo, s. 15). 

2 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 16. TOiv o' 'Arh1vaiwv rraµr.a'KAo~ µ£v ~VV7/)IOpevav, 
rravu, a' l:if171rpuravra {3071{}£iv avroir. 

3 Xen. Hellen. ut sup. 
Pausanias (iii, 9, 6) says that the Athenians sent envoys to the Spartans 

to entreat them not to act aggressively against Thebes, but to submit their 
complaint to equitable adjustment. This seems to me improbable. Diod
orus (xiv, 81) briefly states the general fact in conformity with Xenophon. 
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intolerable, and the unhappy fate ·of that little town has sad
dened many pages of my preceding volumes; to Orchomenus, 
on the extreme north, it was also unpalatable, - partly because 
that town stood next in power and importance to Thebes, 
partly because it had an imposing legendary antiquity, and 
claimed to have been once the ascendant city receiving tribute 
from Thebes. The Orchomenians now joined Lysander, threw 
open to him the way into Breotia, and conducted him with his 
army, after first ravaging the fields of Lebadeia, into the district 
belonging to Haliartus.I 

Before Lysander quitted Sparta, the plan of operations con
certed between him and Pausanias, was that they should meet 
on a given day in the territory of Haliartus. And in execution 
of this plan Pausanias had already advanced with his Peloponne
sian army as far as Platrea in Breotia. ·whether the day fixed 
between them had yet arrived, when Lysander reached IIaliartus, 
we cannot determine with certainty. In the imperfection of the 
Grecian calendar, a mistake on this point would be very conceiva
ble,- as had happened between theAthenian generals Hippokra
tes and Demosthenes in those measures which preceded the battle 
of Delium in 424 B. c.2 But the engagement must have been 
taken by both parties, subject to obstructions in the way,- since 
each would have to march through a hostile country to reach the 
place of meeting. The words of Xenophon, however, rather in
dicate that the day fixed had not arrived; nevertheless, Lysander 
resolved at once to act against Haliartus, without waiting for Pau
sanias. There were as yet only a few Thebans in the town, and 
he, probably, had good reasons for judging that he would better 
succeed by rapid measures, before any more Thebans could arrive, 
than by delaying until the other Spartan army should join him ; 
not to mention anxiety that the conquest should belong to himself 
exclusively, and confidence arising from his previous success at 
Orchomenus. Accordingly, he sent in an invitation to the Ilaliar
tians to follow the example of the Orchomenians, to revolt from 
Thebes, and to stand upon their autonomy under Lacedremo
nian protection. Perhaps there may have been a party in the 
town disposed to comply. But the majority, encouraged too by 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 17; Plutarch, Lysand. c: 28. 
• Thucyd. iv, 89. yevoµi·v11~ &taµapTia~ Twv fiµepwv, etc. 
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the Thebans within, refused the proposition; upon whiehLysander 
marehed up to the walls and assaulted the town. He was here 
engaged, close by the gates, in examining where he could best ef
fect an entrance, when a fresh division of Thebans, apprised of his 
proceedings, was seen approaching from Thebes, at their fastest 
pace,- cavalry, as well as hoplites. They were probably seen 
from the watch-towers in the city earlier than they became visible 
to the assailants without; so that the Haliartians, encouraged by 
the sight, threw open their gates, and made a sudden sally. Ly
sander, seemingly taken by surprise, was himself slain among the 
first, with his prophet by his side, by a Haliartian hoplite named 
NeocMrus. His troops stood some time, against both the Haliar
tians from the town, and the fresh Thebans who now came up. 
But they were at length driven back with considerable loss, and 
compelled to retreat to rugged and difficult ground at some distance 
in their rear. Here, however, they made good their position, re
pelling their assailants with the loss of more than two hundred 
hoplites.I 

The success here gained, though highly valuable as an en
couragement to the Thebans, would have been counterbalanced 
by the speedy arrival of Pausanias, had not Lysander himself 
been among the slain. But the death of so eminent a man was 
an irreparable loss to Sparta. His army, composed of heterogene
ous masses, both colleeted and held together by his personal 
ascendency, lost confidence and dispersed in the ensuing night.2 
"When Pausanias arrived soon afterwards, he found no second 
army to join with him. Yet his own foree was more than suffi
cient to impress terror on the Thebans, had not Thrasybulus, faith
ful to the recent promise, arrived with an imposing body of Athe
nian hoplites, together with cavalry under Orthobulus3-and 
imparted fresh courage as well as adequate strength to the Theban 
cause. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 18, 19, 20; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 28, 29; Pausan. iii, 
5, 4. 

The two last differ in various matters from Xenophon, whose account, 
however, though brief, seems to me to deserve the preference. 

2 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 21. u1reA7JAV~ora, tv VV1'T' TOV> re 4>w1e€a> Kai TOV> 
uAAoV> U1rllVTa> oiKaoe t1durrov,, etc. 

8 Lysias, Or. xvi, (pro Mantitheo) s. 15, 16. 
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Pausanias had first to consider what steps he would take to re
cover the bodies of the slain, - that of Lysander among them ; 
whether he would fight a battle and thus take his chance of be
coming master of the field, - or send the usual petition for burial
truce, which always implied confession of inferiority. On sub
mitting the point to a council of officers and Spartan elders, their 
decision as well as his own was against fighting ; not, however, 
without an indignant protest from some of the Spartan elders. 
He considered that the whole original plan of operations was broken 
up, since not 0~1ly the great name and genius of Lysander had 
perished, but his whole army had spontaneously disbanded; that 
the Peloponnesian allies were generally lukewarm and reluctant, 
not to be counted upon for energetic behavior in case of pressing· 
danger; that he had little or no cavalry,1 while the Theban cav
alry was numerous and excellent; lastly, that the dead body of 
Lysander himself lay so close to the walls of Ilaliartus, that even 
if the Lacedremonians were victorious, they could not carry it off 
without serious loss from the armed defenders in their towers.'l 
Such were the reasons which determined Pausanias and the major 
part of the council to send ru1d solicit a truce. But the Thebans 
refused to grant it except on condition that they should imme
diately evacuate Breotia. Though such a requisition was contrary 
to ilie received practice of Greere,3 which imposed on the victor 
the duty of granting the burial-truce unconditionally, whenever it 
was asked and inferiority thus publicly confessed, - nevertheless, 
such was the reluctant temper of the army, that they heard not 
merely with acquiescence, but with joy,4 the proposition of depart
ing. The bodies were duly buried,-that of Lysander in the 
territory of Panope, immediately across the Phokian border, but 

1 
. Accordingly we learn from an oration of Lysias, that the service of tho 

Athenian horsemen in this expedition, who were comman!led by Orthobu
lus, was judged to be extremely safe and easy; while that of the hoplites 
was dangerous (Lysias, Orat. xvi, pro l\Iantith. s. 15). 

2 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 23. Kopiv'9tot µev 1rllVTarraaw oVK ~KOAOVttOVV av
TOi,, ol 0£ r.apovre, ov rrpol'tvµ(,), arparevoivro, etc. 

3 See the conduct of the Thehans on this very point (of giving up tho 
slain at the solicitation of the conquered Athenians for burial) after th0 
battle of Deli um, and the discussion thereupon, - in this History, Vol. VI, 
ch. !iii, p. 393 seq. 

' Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 24. 01 De uaµevoi re Taiira 1/Kovaav, etc. 
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not far from Haliartus. And no sooner were these solemnities 
completed, than the Lacedmmonian army was led back to Pelopon
ncsus ; their dejection forming a mournful contrast to the triumph
ant insolence of the Thcbans, who watched their march and 
restrained them, not without occasional blows, from straggling out 
of the road into the cultivated fields.I 

The death of Lysander produced the most profound sorrow and 
resentment at Sparta. On returning thither, Pausanias found 
himself the subject of such virulent accusation, that he thought it 
prudent to make his escape, and take sanctuary iri the temple of 
Athene Alea, at Tegea. He was impeached, and put on trial 
during his absence, on two counts; first, for having been behind 
the time covenanted, in meeting Lysander at Haliartus ; next for 
having submitted to ask a truce from the Thebans, instead of fight
ing a battle for the purpose of obtaining the bodies of the slain. 

As far as there is evidence to form a judgment, it does not ap
pear that Pausanias was guilty upon either of the two counts. 
The first is a question of fact ; and it seems quite as likely that 
Lysander was before his time, as that Pausanias was behind his 
time, in arriving at Haliartus. Besides, Lysander, arriving there 
first, would have been quite safe, had he not resolved to attack 
without delay ; in which the chances of war turned out against 
him; though the resolution in itself may have been well conceived. 
Next, as to the truce solicited for burying the dead bodies,-it 
does not appear that Pausanias could with any prudence hllve 
braved the chances of a battle. The facts of the case, - even as 
summed up by Xenophon, who always exaggerates everythiog in 
favor of the Spartans, - lead us to this conclusion. A few of the 
Spartan elders would doubtless prefer perishing on the field of 
battle, to the humiliation of sending in the herald to ask for a truce. 
But the mischief of fighting a battle under the influence of such a 
point of honor, to the exclusion of a rational estimate of conse
quences, will be seen when we come to the battle of Leuktra, 
where Kleombrotus, son of Pausanias was thus piqued into an im
prudence (at least this is alleged as one of the motives) to which 
his own life and the dominion of Sparta became forfeit.2 More
over, the army of Pausanias, comprising very few Spartans, con

1 Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 24. 1 Xen. Hellen. vi, 4, 5. 
13* 
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sisted cl1iefly of allies who had no heart in the cause, and who 
were glad to be required by the Thebans to depart. If he had 
fought a battle and lost it, the detriment to Sparta would have been 
most serious in every way; whereas, if he had gained a victory, 
no result would have followed except the acquisition of the bodies 
for burial; since. the execution of the original plan had become 
impracticable through the dispersion of the army of Lysander. 

Though a careful examination of the facts leads us (and seems 
also to have led Xenophon!) to the conclusion that Pausanias was 
innocent, he was nevertheless found guilty in his absence. He 
was in great part borne down by the grief felt at Sparta for the 
loss of Lysander, with whom he had been before in political rivalry, 
and for whose death he was made responsible. l\Ioreover, the old 
accusation was now revived against him,2 - for which he had been 
tried, and barely acquitted, eight year3 before, - of having toler
ated the reestablishment of the Athenian democracy at a time 
when he might have put it down. Without doubt this argument told 
prodigiously against him at the present j!mcture, when the Athe
nians had just now, for the first time since the surrender of their 
city, renounced their subjection to Sparta and sent an army to as
sist the Thebans in their defence. So violent was the sentiment 
against Pausanias, that he was condemned to death in his absence, 
and passed the remainder of his life as an exile in sanctuary at 
Tegea. His son, Agesipolis, was invested with the sceptre in his 
place. 

A brief remark will not be here misplaced. On no topic have 
Grecian historians been more profuse in their reproaches, than upon 
the violence and injustice of democracy, at Athens and elsewhere, 
in condemning unsuccessful, but innocent generals. Out of the 
many cases in which this reproach is advanced, there are very few 

1 The traveller Pausanias justifies the prudence of his regal namesake iu 
avoiding a battle, by saying that the Athenians were in his rear, and the 
Thebans in his front; and that he was afraid of being assailed on both sides 
at once, like Leonidas at Thermopyllll, and like the troops enclosed in 
Sphakteria (Pans. iii, 5, 5). 

But the matter of fact, on which this justification rests, is contradicted by 
Xenophon, who says that the Athenians had actually joined the Thebans, 
and were in the same ranks-el.iJ6vur $vµrraperu~avro (Hellen. iii, 5, 22) . 

• Xen. Hellen. iii, 5, 25. Kal I'm TOV oTjµov TWV 'AlJ7]vaiwv l.af3wv tv Ti;> 

IletpaleZ av~Ke, etc. Compare Pausanias, iii, 5, 3. 
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wherein it has been made good ; but even if we grant it to be 
valid against Athens and her democracy, the fate of Pausanias 
will show us that the ephors and senate of anti-democratical Sparta 
were capable of the like unjust misjudgment. Hardly a single 
instance of Athenian condemnation occurs, which we can so clearly 
prove to be undeserved, as this of a Spartan king. 

Turning from the banished king to Lysander, - the Spartans 
had indeed valid reasons for deploring the fall of the latter. He 
had procured for them their greatest and most decisive victories, 
and the time was coming when they needed his services to procure 
them more ; for he left behind him no man of equal warlike re
source, cunning, and power of command. But if he possessed 
those abilities which powerfully helped Sparta to triumph over her 
enemies, he at the same time did more than any man to bring her 
empire into dishonor, and to render its tenure precarious. His 
decemviral governments or dekarchies, diffused through the sub
ject cities, and each sustained by a Lacedremonian harmost and 
garrison, were aggravations of local tyranny such as the Grecian 
world had never before undergone. And though the Spartan au
thorities presently saw that he was abusing the imperial name of 
the city for unmeasured personal aggrandizement of his own, and 
partially withdrew their countenance from his dekarchies, -yet 
the general character of their empire still continued to retain the 
impress of partisanship and subjugation which he had originally 
stamped upon it. Instead of that autonomy which Sparta had so 
repeatedly promised, it became subjection every way embittered. 
Such an empire was pretty sure to be short-lived; but the loss to 
Sparta herself, when her empire fell a'vay, is not the only fault 
which the historian of Greece has to impute to Lysander. His far 
deeper sin consists in his having thrown away an opportunity, 
such as never occurred either before or afterwards, - for organ
izing some permanent, honorable, self-maintaining, Pan-hellenic 
combination under the headship of Sparta. This is (as I have 
before remarked) what a man like Kallikratidas would have at
tempted, if not with far-sighted wisdom, at least with generous 
sincerity, and by an appeal to the best veins of political sentiment 
in the chief city as well as in the subordinates. It is possible that 
with the best intentions even he might have failed; so strong was 
the centrifugal instinct in the Grecian political mind. But what 
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we have to reproach in Lysander is, that he never tried; that he 
abused the critical moment of cure for the purpose of infusing new 
poison into the system; that he not only sacrificed the interests of 
Greece to the narrow gains of Sparta, but even the interests of 
Sparta to the still narrower monopoly of dominion in his own 
hands. That his measures worked mischievously not merely for 
Greece, but for Sparta herself, aggravating all her bad tendencies, 
- has been already remarked in the preceding pages. 

That Lysander, with unbounded opportunities of gain, both lived 
and died poor, exhibits the honorable side of his character. Yet 
his personal indifference to money seems only to have left the 
greater space in his bosom for that thirst of power which made. 
him unscrupulous in satiating the rapacity, as well as in uphold
ing the oppressions, of coadjutors like the Thirty at Athens and 
the decemvirs in other cities. In spite of his great success and 
ability in closing the Peloponnesian war, we shall agree with Pau
saniusI that he was more mischievous than profitable even to 
Sparta, - even if we take no thought of Greece generally. 'Vhat 
would have been the effect produced by his projects in regard to 
the regal succession, had he been aLle to bring them to bear, we 
have no means of measuring. We are told. that the discourse 
composed and addressed to him by the IIalicarnassian rhetor Kle
on, was found after his death among his papers by Agesilaus ; 
who first learnt from it, with astoni~hment and alarm, the point to 
which the ambition of Lysander had tended, and was desirous of 
exposing his real character by making the discourse public, 
but was deterred by dissuasive counsel of the cphor Lakratidas. 
But this story (attested by Ephorus~) looks more like an anecdote 
of the rhetorical schools than like a reality. Agesilaus was not the 
man to set much value on sophists or their compositions; nor is it 
easy to believe that he remained so long ignorant of those projects 
which Lysander had once entertained but subsequently dropped. 
:Moreover the probability is, that Kleon himself would make the 
discourse puulic as a sample of his own talents, even in the life
time of Lysander; not only without shame, but as representing 
the feelings of a considerable section of readers throughout the 
Grecian world. 

I Pausanias, ix, 32, 6. 

1 Ephorus, Fr. 127, ed. Didot; Plutarch, Lysander, c. 30. 
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1\fost important were the consequences which ensued from the 
death of Lysander and the retreat of Pausanias out of Ilccotia. 
Fresh hope and spirits were infused into all the enemies of Sparta. 
An alliance was immediately concluded against her by Thebes, 
Athens, Corinth, and Argos. Deputies from these four cities 
were appointed to meet at Corinth, and to take active measures 
for inviting the cooperation of fresh allies ; so that the war which 
had begun as a Breotian war, now acquired the larger denomina
tion of Corinthian war, under which it lasted until the peace of 
Antalkidas. The alliance was immediately strengthened by the 
junction of the Eubreans, - the Akarnanians, -the Ozolian Lo
ki;ans, -Ambrakia and Lcukas (both particularly attached to 
Corinth),-and the Chalkidians of Thrace,l 

"\Ve now enter upon the period when, for the first time, Thebes 
begins to step out of the rank of secondary powers, and gradually 
raises herself into a primary and ascendant city in Grecian politics. 
Throughout the Peloponnesian war, the Thebans had shown them
selves excellent soldiers, both on horseback and on foot, as auxili
aries to Sparta. But now the city begins to have a policy of its 
own, and individual citizens of ability become conspicuous. While 
waiting for Pelopidas and Epaminondas, with whom we shall 
presently become acquainted, we have at the present moment Is
menias; a wealthy Theban, a sympathizer with Thrasybulus and 
the Athenian exiles eight years before, and one of the great organ- , 
izers of the present anti-Spartan movement ; a man, too, honored 
by his political enemies,2 when they put him to death fourteen 
years afterwards, with the title of "a great wicked man," - the 
same combination of epithets which Clarendon applies to Oliver 
Cromwell. 

It was Ismenias, who, at the head of a body of Ilceotians and 
Argeians, undertook an expedition to put down the Spartan influ
ence in the regions north of Bceotia. At Pharsalus in Thessaly, 
the Lacedremonians had an harmost and garrison ; at Pherro, 

1 Diodor. xiv, 81, 82; Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 17. 
t Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 36. 'O cl' (Ismenias) ur.e'Aoyelro µev r.por r.uvra raiira, 

ov µivrot lr.e(·&e ye ro µ~ ov µeya'Aor.payµwv TE Kai 1<a1Cor.p&.yµ1.Jv elvai. 
It is difficult to make out anything from the two allusions in Plato, ex

cept that Ismenias was a wealthy and powerful man (Plato, Menon, p. 90 
B.; Republ. i, p. 836 A.). 

http:1<a1Cor.p&.y�1.Jv
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Lykophron the despot was their ally ; while Larissa, with J\Iedius 
the despot, was their principal enemy. By the aid of the Breo
tians, l\Iedius was now enaliled to capiure Pharsalus ; Larissa, 
with Krannon and Skotusa, was received into the Theban alliance,• 
and lsmenias obtained also the more important advantage of expel
ling the Lacedremonians from Ilerakleia. Some malcontents, left 
after the violent inte1ference of the Spartan Herippidas two years 
before, opened the gates of Herakleia by night to the Breotians 
and Argeians. The Lacedremonians in the town were put to the 
sword, but the other Peloponnesian colonists were permitted to 
retire in safety; while the old Trachinian inhabitants, whom the 
Lacedremonians had expelled to make room for their new settlers, 
together with the llitreans, whom they had driven out of the 
districts in the neighborhood, - were now called back to repossess 
their original homes.2 The loss of Herakleia was a serious blow 
to the Spartans in those regions, - protecting Eubrea in its recent 
revolt from them, and enabling Ismenias to draw into his alliance 
the neighboring Malians, JEnianes, and Athamanes, - tribes 
stretching along the valley of the Sperchcius westward to the 
vicinity of Pindus. Assembling additional troops from these 
districts (which, only a few months before, had supplied an army 
to Lysander3), Ismenias marched against the Phokians, among 
whom the Spartan Lakisthenes had been left as harmost in com
mand. After a severe battle, this officer with his Phokians was 
defeated near the Lokrian town of Naryx; and Ismenias came 
back victorious to the synod at Corinth.4 

By such important advantages, accomplished during the winter of 
395-394 B. c., the prospects of Grecian affairs as they stood in the 
ensuing spring became materially altered. The allies assembled at 
Corinth, full of hope, and resolved to levy a large combined force to 
act against Sparta; who on her side seemed to be threatened with 
the loss of all her extra-Peloponnesian land-empire. Accordingly, 
the cphors determined to recall without delay Agesilaus with his 
army from Asia, and sent Epikydidas with orders to that effect. But 
even before this reinforcement could arrive, they thought it expe

1 Diodor. xiv, 82; Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 3; Xen. Agesil. ii, 2. 

!l Diodor. xiv, 38-82. 3 Xenoph. Hellen. iii, 5, 6. 

4 Diodor. xiv, 82. 
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dient to muster their full Peloponnesian force and to act with vigor 
against the allies at Corinth, who were now assembling in con
siderable numbers. Aristouemus, - guaruian of the youthful king 
Agesipolis son of Pausanias, and himself of the Eurystheneiu race, 
- marched at the heal! of a body of six thousand Lacellremonian 
hoplites ;l the Spartan xenagi (or officers sent on purpose to con
duct the contingents from the outlying allies), successively brought 
in three thousand hoplites from Elis, Triphylia, Akroreia, anu 
Lasion, - fifteen hundred from Sikyon, - three thousand from 
Epidaurus, Trrezen, Hermione, and Ilalieis. None were sent from 
Phlias, on the plea (true or false2) that in that city the moment 
was one of solemnity and holy truce. There were also hoplites 
from Tegea, Mantineia, and the Achrean towns, but their number 
is not given ; so that we do not know the full muster-roll on the 
Lacedremonian side. The cavalry, six hundred in number, were 
all Lacedremonian ; there were, moreover, three hundred Kretan 
bowmen, - and four hundred slingers from different rural districts 
of Triphylia.3 

The allied force of the enemy was already mustered near Cor

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 16. Xenophon gives this total of six tl10usand as if 
it were of Lacedmmonians alone. But if we follow his narrative, we shall 
see that there were nnquestionably in the army troops of Tegea, Mantineia, 
and the Achrean towns (probably also some of other Arcadian towns,) pres
ent in the battle (iv, 2, 13, 18, 20). Can we suppose that Xenophon meant 
to include these allies in the total of six thousand, along with the Lacedre
monians, - which is doubtless a large total for Lacedremonians alone 1 
Unless this supposition be admitted, there is no resource except to assume 
an omission, either of Xenophon himself, or of the copyist ; which omission 
in fact Gail and others do suppose. On the whole, I think they are right; 
for the number of hoplites on both sides would otherwise be prodigiously 
unequal; while Xenophon says nothing to imply that the Lacedremonian 
victory was gained in spite of great inferiority of number, and something 
which even implies that it must have been nearly equal (iv, 2, 13),- though 
he is always disposed to compliment Sparta wherever he can. 

2 From a passage which occurs somewhat later (iv, 4, 15), we may sus
pect that this was an excuse, and that the Phliasians were not very well 
nffccted to Sparta. Compare a similar case of excus·e ascribed to the Man
tincians (v, 2, 2). 

3 Diodorus (xiv, 83) gives a total of twenty-three thousanil foot anil five 
hundred horse, on the Laccilmmonian side, but without enumerating items. 
On the side of the confederacy he states a total of more than fifteen 
thousand foot and five hundred horse ( c. 82 ). 
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inth; six thousand Athenian hoplites, - seven thousand Argeian, 
- five thousand Breotian, those from Orchomenus being absent, 
three thousand Corinthian, - three thousand from the different 
towns of Eubrea; making twenty-four thousand in all. The total 
of cavalry was fifteen hundred and fifty; composed of eight hun
dred Bccotian, six hundred Athenian, one hundred from Chalkis 
in Eubrea, and fifty from the Lokrians. The light troops also 
were numerous,-partly Corinthian, drawn probably from the 
serf-population which tilled the fields,1-partly Lokrians, l\falians, 
and Akarnanians. 

The allied leaders, holding a council of war to arrange their 
plans, came to a resolution that the hoplites should not be drawn 
up in deeper files than sixteen men,2 in order that there might bE\ 
no chance of their being surrounded; and that the right wing, 
carrying with it command for the time, should be alternated from 
day to day between the different cities. The confidence which the 
events of the last few months had infused into these leaders, now 
for the first time acting against their old leader Sparta, is surpris
ing. "There is nothing like marching to Sparta (said the Corin
thian Timolaus) and fighting the Lacedremonians at or near their 
own home. We must burn out the wasps in their nest, without 
letting them come forth to sting us. The Lacedremonian force is 
like that of a river; small at its source, and becoming formidable 
only by the affluents which it receives, in proportion to the length 
of its course."3 The wisdom of this advice was remarkable ; but 
its boldness was yet more remarkable, when viewed in conjunction 
with the established feeling of awe towards Sparta. It was adopted 
by the general council of the allies ; but unfortunately the time for 
executing it had already passed ; for the Lacedremonians were 
already in march and had crossed their own border. They took 
tl1e line of road by Tegea and Uantineia (whose troops joined the 

I Xcn. Hellen. iv, 2, 17. Kat 'if;il.iJv or, ~vv Tolr TWV Koptvi9iwv, 'lrAtoV 
1/v, etc. Compare Hcsychius, v, Kvv6gial.01: Welcker, Prrefat. ad. Theog
nidem, p. xxxv; K. 0. l\Iiillcr, History of the Dorians, iii, 4, 3. 

• Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 13; compare iv, 2, 18, -where he says of the Thc
bans - aµ e Aii CT av Te I T 0 v tr lKKa[0e1<a, {3ai9eiav 1ravrel.wr lrrotf/t;aVTO 
Tiiv 1>al.ayya, etc., which implies and alludes to the resolution previously 
taken. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 11, 12. 

http:1ravrel.wr
http:Kvv6gial.01


305 ADVANCE OF THE J.ACED2EM0~'1ANS. 

march), and advanced as far as Sikyon, where probably all the 
.Arcadian and Achrean contingents were ordered to rendezvous. 

The troops of the confederacy had advanced as far as Nemea 
when they learnt that the Lacedremonian army was at Sikyon ; 
but they then altered their plan, and confined themselves to the 
defensive. The Lacedremonians on their side crossed over the 
mountainous post called Epieikia, under considerable annoyance 
from the enemy's light troops, who poured missiles upon them 
from the high ground. But when they had reached the level 
country, on the other side, along the shore of the Saronic Gulf, 
where they probably received the contingents from Epidaurus, 
Trrezcn, Hermione, and Halieis, - the whole army thus reinforced 
marched forward without resistance, burning and ravaging the 
cultivated lands. The confederates retreated before them, and at 
length took up a position close to Corinth, amidst some rough 
ground with a ravine in their front.l The Lacedremonians ad
vanced forward until they were little more than a mile distant 
from this position, and there encamped. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 14, 15. 
In the passage, - Kat ol frepot µ€vrot t ;\ {} 6v Te r Karearparorreoevaavro, 

Iµrrpoai'Jev 1COlrJUUµevot T~V xapaopav,-1 apprehend that urre:\i'Jovuc 
(which is sanctioned by four l\ISS., and preferred by Leunclavius) is the 
proper reading, in place of i A.{} 6v Te r. For it seems certain that the 
march of the confederates was one of retreat, and that the battle was fought 
very near to the walls of Corinth; since the defeated troops sought shelter 
within the town, and the Lacedromonian pursuers were so close upon them, 
that the Corinthians within were afraid to keep open the gates. Hence we 
must reject the statement of Diodorus, -that the battle was fought on the 
banks of the river Nemca (xiv, 83) as erroneous. 

There arc some difficulties and obscurities iu the description which Xen
ophon gives of the Lacedromonian march. His words run - iv rovT't' 0£ 
AaKEoaiµovtot, Kato~ Teye&.rar rrapetArJ</>Our Kai: Mavriviar, t; fl e aa v ri]v 
uµ '/J Za Ao v. These last three words are not satisfactorily explained. 
·weiske and Schneider construe r~v uµrpiaA.ov (very justly) as indicating 
the region lying immediately on the Peloponnesian side of the isthmus of 
Corinth and having the Saronic Gulf on one side, and the Corinthian Gulf 
on the other; in which was included Sikyon. But then it would not be 
correct to say, that "the I.acedremonians had gone out by the himarine 
way." On the contrary, the truth is, that " they had gone out into the bi
marine road or region, -which meaning however would require a prepo
sition - t;~eaav el' T~V ,;µ<f>iaA.ov. Sturz in his Lexicon ( v. e~tivat) ren
ders r~v uµrpiaA.ov -viam ad mare -which seems an extraordinary sense of 

VOL. IX. 20oc. 
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After an interval seemingly of a few days, the l3ceotians, on the 
day when their turn came to occupy the right wing and to take the 
lead, gave the signal for battle.I The Lacedremonians, prevented 
by the wooded ground from seeing clearly, were only made aware 
of the coming attack by hearing the hostile prean. Taking order 
of battle immediately, they advanced forward to meet the assailants 
when within a furlong of their line. In each army, the right 
division took the lead, - slanting to the right, or keeping the left 
shoulder forward, according to the tendency habitual with Grecian 
hoplites, through anxiety to keep the right or unshielded side from 

the word, unless instances were produced to support it; and even if instan
ces were produced, we do not see why the way from Sparta to Sikyon 
should be called by that name; which would more properly belong to the 
road from Sparta down the Eurotas to Helos . 

.Again, we do not know distinctly the situation of the point or district 
called r~v 'Errteu,iav (mentioned again, iv, 4, 13 ). But it is certain from 
the map, that when the confederates were at Nemea, and the Lacedremoni
ans at Sikyon, - the former must have been exactly placed so as to inter
cept the junction of the contingents from Epidaurus, Trcczen, and Hermione, 
with the Lacedremonian army. To secure this j11nction, the Lacedremo
nians were obliged to force their way across that mountainous region which 
lies near Kleonro and Nemea, and to march in a line pointing from Sikyon 
down to the Saronie Gulf. Having 1·eached the other side of these moun
tains near the sea, they would be in communication with Epidaurus and the 
other towns of the Argolic peninsula. 

The line of march which the Lacedromonians would naturally take from 
Sparta to Sikyon and Leehroum, by Tegea, Mantineia, Orchomenus, etc., is 
described two years afterwards in the cn.8e of .Agesilaus (iv, 5, 19 ). 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 18. The coloring which Xenophon puts upon this 
step is hardly fair to the Thebaus, as is so constantly the case throughout 
his history. He says that " they were in no hurry to fight" (oMev -rt Kar~
"lretyov r~v µax7Jv l;vvarrretv) so long as they were on the left, opposed to the 
Lacedremonians on tho opposite right; but that as soon as they were on tho 
right (opposed to the Achreans on the opposite left), they forthwith gave 
the word. Now it does not appear that the Thehans had any greater privi
lege on the day when they were on the right, than the Argeians or Athe
nians had when each were on the right respectively. The command had 
been determined to reside in the right division, which post alternated from 
one to the other; why the Athenians or .Argeians did not make use of this 
post to order the attack, we cannot explain. 

So again, Xenophon says, that in spite of the resolution taken by the 
Council of \Var to have files sixteen deep, and no more, -the Thehans 
made their files much deeper. Yet it is plain, from his own account, that 
no mischievous consequences turned upon this greater depth. 
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being exposed to the enemy, and at the same time to be proteCted 
by the shield of a right-hand neighbor.I The Lacedmmonians in 
the one army, and the Thcbans in the other, each inclined them
selves, and caused their respective armies to incline abo, in a di
rection slanting to the right, so that the Lacedmmonians on their 
side considerably outflanked the Athenians on the opposite left. 
Out of the ten tribes of Athenian hoplites, it was only the six on 
the extreme left who came into conflict with the Lacedremonians; 
while the remaining four contended with the Tegeans who stood 
next to the Lacedmmonians on their own line. But the six ex
treme Athenian tribes were completely beaten, and severely 
handled, being taken in flank as well as in front by the Lacedre
monians. On the other hand, the remaining four Athenian tribes 
vanquished and drove before them the Tcgeans; and generally, along 
all the rest of the line, the Thebans, Argeians, and Corinthians 
were victorious, - except where the troops of the Achman Pellene 
stood opposed to those of the Breotian Thespi::e, where the battle 
was equal and the loss severe on both sides. The victorious con
federates, however, were so ardent and incautious in pursuit, as to 
advance a considerable distance and return with disordered ranks ; 
while the Lacedremonians, who were habitually self-restraining in 
this particular, kept their order perfectly, attacking the Thebans, 
Argeians, and Corinthians to great advantage when returning to 
their camp. Several of the Athenian fugitives obtained shelter 
within the walls of Corinth ; in spite of the opposition of the philo
Laconian Corinthians, who insisted upon shutting the gates against 
them, and opening negotiations with Sparta. The Lacedremonians 
however came so near that it was at last thought impossible to keep 
the gates open longer. :Many of the remaining confederates were 
therefore obliged to be satisfied with the protection of their ancient 
camp ; 2 which seems, however, to have been situated in such de
fensible ground,3 that the Lacedremonians did not molest them 
in it. 

1 See the instructive description of the battle of Mantineia-in Thucyd. 
v, 71. 

• Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 20--23. 

The allusion to this incident in Demosthene.~ (adv. Leptinem, c. 13, p. 


472) is interesting, though indistinct. 
I Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 19. Kai yilp 1/11 l.aO"toll ril xwpiov-which illustrates 
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So far as the Lacedremonians separately were concerned, the 
battle of Corinth was an important victory, gained (as they af
firmed) with the loss of only eight men, and inflicting heavy loss 
upon the Athenians in the battle, as well as upon the remaining 
confederates in their return from pursuit. Though the Athenian 
hoplites suffered thus severely, yet Thrasybulus their commander,1 
who kept the field until the last, with strenuous efforts to rally 
them, was not satisfied with their behavior. But on the other 
hand, all the allies of Sparta were worsted, and a considerable 
number of them slain. According to Diodorus, the total loss on 
the Lacedremonian side was eleven hundred ; on the side of the 
confederates twenty-eight hundred.2 On the whole, the victory of 
the Lacedremonians was not sufficiently decisive to lead to impor
tant results, though it compl~tely secured their ascendency within 
Peloponnesus. ""\Ve observe here, as we shall have occasion to 
observe elsewhere, that the Peloponnesian allies do not fight 
heartily in the cause of Sparta. They seem bound to her more 
by fear than by affection. 

The battle of Corinth took place about July 394 B. c., seemingly 
about the same time as the naval battle near Knidus (or perhaps 
a little earlier), and while Agesilaus was on his homeward march 
after being recalled from Asia. Had the Lacedremonians been able 
to defer the battle until Agesilaus had come up so as to threaten 
Boootia on the northern side, their campaign would probably have 
been much more successful. As it is, their defeated allies doubtless 
went home in disgust from the field of Corinth, so that the confeder
ates were now enabled to turn their whole attention to Agesilaus. 

That prince had received in Asia his summons of recall from 
the ephors with profound vexation and disappointment, yet at the 
same time with patriotic submission. He had augmented his army, 

.the expression in Lysias, Orat. xvi, (pro Mantitheo) s. 20. lv Kopiv-8<,J xw· 
piwv l'1;rvpwv Karu/,17µµf:vwv. 

1 J,ysias, Orat. xvi, (pro Mantitheo) s. 19. 
Plato in his pancgyrical discourse (Menexenns, c. 17, p. 245 E.) ascribes 

the defeat and loss of the Athenians to "bad ground" - XP1/'1aµf:vwv OV'1· 
xwpiq.. 

' Diodor. xiv, 83. 
The statement in Xenophon (Agesil. vii, 5) that near ten t'housand men 

were slain on the side of the confederates, is a manifest exaggeration ; if 
indeed the reading be correct. 
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and was contemplating more extensive schemes of operations 
against the Persian satrapies in Asia 1\Iinor. He had established' 
such a reputation for military force and skill, that numerous messa
ges reached him from different inland districts, expressing their 
anxiety to be emancipated from Persian dominion ; and inviting 
him to come to their aid. His ascendency was also established 
over the Grecian cities on the coast, whom he still kept under the 
government of partisan oligarchies and Spartan harmosts, - yet 
seemingly with greater practical moderation, and less license of 
oppression, than had marked the conduct of these men when they 
could count upon so unprincipled a chief as Lysander. He was 
thus just now not only at a high pitch of actual glory and ascend
ency, but nourishing yet brighter hopes of farther conquests for 
the future. And what filled up the measure of his aspirations, 
all the conquests were to be made at the expense, not of Greeks, 
but of the Persians. He was treading in the footsteps of Aga
memnon, as Pan-hellenic leader against a Pan-hellenic enemy. 

All these glorious dreams were dissipated by Epikydidas, with 
his sad message, and peremptory summons, from the ephors. In 
the chagrin and disappointment of Agesilaus we can sincerely 
sympathize ; but the panegyric which Xenophon and others pro
nounce upon him for his ready obedience is altogether unreasona
ble.I There was no merit in renouncing his projects of conquest 
at the bidding of the ephors ; because, if any serious misfortune 
had befallen Sparta at home, none of those projects could have 
been executed. Nor is it out of place to remark, that even if 
Agesilaus had not been recalled, the extinction of the Lacedre
monian naval superiority by the defeat of Knidus, would have 
rendered all large plans of inland conquest impracticable. On 
receiving his orders of recall, he convened an as8embly both of his 
ailies and of his army, to make known the painful necessity of his 
departure; which was heard with open and sincere manifestations· 

1 Xen. AgcHil. i, 37; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 15. Cornelius Nepos (Agesi
Inu•, c. 4) almost translates the Agcsilaus of Xenophon; but we can better 
feel the force of his panegyric, when we recollect that he had had personal 
cognizance of the disobedience of Julius Cresar in his province to the orders 
of the Senate, and that the omnipotence of Sylla an<l. Pompey in their 
provinces were then matter of recent history. "Cujus cxemplum (says 
Cornelius Nepos about Agesilaus) utinam imperatores nostri sequi voluis· 
sent!" 
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of sorrow. He assured them that as soon as he had dissipated the 
clouds which hung over Sparta at home, he should come back to 
Asia without delay, and resume his efforts against the i~ersian 
satraps ; in the interim he left Euxenus, with a force of four thou
sand men for their protection. Such was the sympathy excited 
by his communication, combined with esteem for his character, that 
the cities passed a general vote to furnish him with contingents of 
troops for his march to Sparta. But this first burst of zeal abated, 
when they came to reflect that it was a service against Greeks ; 
not merely unpopular in itself, but presenting a certainty of hard 
fighting with little plunder. Agesilaus tried every means to keep 
up their spirits, by proclaiming prizes both to the civic soldiers 
and to the mercenaries, to be distributed at Sestus in the Cher
sonesus, as soon as they should have crossed into Europe,-prizes 
for the best equipment, and best disciplined soldiers in every dif
ferent arm.I By these means he prevailed upon the bravest and 
most effective soldiers in his army to undertake the march along 
with him; among them many of the Cyreians, with Xenophon 
himself at their head. 

Though Agesilaus, in leaving Greece, had prided himself on 
hoisting the flag of Agamemnon, he was now destined against his 
will to tread in the footsteps of the Persian Xerxes in his march 
from the Thracian Chersonese through Thrace, Macedonia, and 
Thessaly, to Thermopyl:e and Bceotia. Never, since the time of 
Xerxes, had any army undertaken this march; which now bore 
an Oriental impress, from the fact that Agesilaus brought with him 
some camels, taken in the battle of Sardis.2 Overawing or defeat
ing the various Thracian tribes, he reached Amphipolis on the 
Strymon where he was met by Derkyllidas, who had come fresh 
from the battle of Corinth and informed him of the victory. Full 
as his heart was of Pan-hellenic projects against Persia, he burst 

·into exclamations of regret on hearing of the death of so many 
Greeks in battle, who could have sufficed, if united, to emancipate 
Asia l\Iinor.3 Sending Derkyllidas forward to Asia to make 
known the victory to the Grecian cities in his alliance, he pursued 
his march through l\Iacedonia and Thessaly. In the latter coun

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 2-5; Xcn. Agesil. i, 38; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 16. 

' Xen. Hellen. iii, 4, 24. 

3 Xenoph. Agesil. vii, 5; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 16. 
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try, Larissa, Krannon, and other cities in alliance with Thebes, 
raised opposition to bar his passage. But in the disunited condi
tion of this country, no systematic resistance could be organized 
against him. Nothing more appeared than detached bodies of 
cavalry, whom he beat and dispersed, with the death of Polychar
mus, their leader. As the Thessalian cavalry, however, was the 
best in Greece, he took great pride in having defeated them with 
cavalry disciplined by himself in Asia; backed, however, it must 
be .observed, by skilful and effective support from his hoplites.l 
After having passed the Achrean mountains or the line of l\Iount 
Othrys, he marched the rest of the way without opposition, through 
the strait of Thermopylre to the frontier of Phokis and Bccotia. 

In this latter part of his march, Agesilaus was met by the ephor 
Diphridas in person, who urged him to hasten his march as much 
as possible, and attack the Breotians. He was farther joined by 
two Lacedremonian regiments2 from Corinth, and by fifty young 
Spartan volunteers as a body-guard, who crossed by sea from Si
kyon. He was reinforced also by the Phokians and the Orcho
menians, - in addition to the Peloponnesian troops who had 
accompanied him to Asia, the Asiatic hoplites, the Cyreians, the 
peltasts, and the cavalry, whom he had brought with him from the 
Hellespont, and some fresh troops collected in the march. His 
army was thus in imposing force when he reached the neighbor
hood of Chreroneia on the Breotian border. It was here that they 
were alarmed by an eclipse of the sun, on the fourteenth of August, 
394 B. c.; a fatal presage, the meaning of which was soon inter
preted for them by the arrival of a messenger bearing news of the 
naval defeat of Knidus, with the death of Peisander, brother-in
law of Agesilaus. Deeply was the latter affected by this irrepara
ble blow. He foresaw that, when known, it would spread dismay 
and dejection among his soldiers, most of whom would remain at
tached to him only so long as they believed the cause of Sparta 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 2, 4-9 ; Diodor. xiv, 83. • 
1 Plutarch ( Agesil. c. 17; compare also Plutarch, Apophth. p. 795, as 

corrected by Morus ad Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 15) states two morre or regiments 
as having joined Agesilaus from Corinth; Xenophon alludes only to one, 
besides that mora which was in garrison at Orchomenus (Hellen. iv, 3, 15; 
Agesil. ii, 6). 
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to be ascendant and profitable.1 Accordingly, he resolved, being 
now within a day's march of his enemies, to hasten on a battle 
without making known the bad news. Proclaiming that intelli- · 
gence had been received of a sea-fight having taken place, in which 
the Laced~monians had been victorious, though Peisander himself 
was slain,- he offored a sacrifice of thanksgiving and sent round 
presents of congratulation, - which prod~ced an encouraging 
effect, and made the skirmishers especially both forward and 
victorious. 

To his enemies, now assembled in force on the plain of Koro
neia, the real issue of the battle of Knidus was doubtless made 
known, spreading hope and cheerfulness through their ranks; 
though we are not informed what interpretation they put upon the 
solar eclipse. The army was composed of nearly the same con
tingents a.<> those who had recently fought at Corinth, except that 
we hear of the .LEnianes in place of the Malians ; but probably 
each contingent was less numerous, since there was still a necessity 
for occupying and defending the camp near Corinth. Among the 
Athenian hoplites, who had just been so roughly handled in the 
preceding battle, and who were now drafted off by lot to march 
into Breotia, against both a general and an army of high reputa-· 
tion, - there prevailed much apprehension and some reluctance; 
as we learn from one of them, JUantitheus, who stood forward to 
volunteer his services, and who afterwards makes just boast of it 
before an Athenian dikastcry.2 The Thebans an Boootians were 
probably in full force, and more numerous than at Corinth, since it 
was their own country which was to be defended. The camp was 
established in the territory of Koroneia, not for from the great 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 13. 
'O µ<v ovv 'Ay71ail,aor 'lrV•'JOµevor Taiira, TO µcv 1rpWTOV xal-t'lrwr lrptf>EV' 

lrr:el µfrrot l:vd}vµ~-{}71, un Toii arparevµaror TO 'lrAelarov ei71 aim;,, olov 
uya{}i:Jv µt·v yiyvoµiV(,)V *Ui(,)r µeTi:xeiv, el oii Tl xalimilv op(iiev, OV/C uvayKTJV 
clvat 1wlvVJvelv aVrolr~ etc. 

These indire"'° intimations ot the real temper even of the philo-Spartan 
allies towards Sparta are very valuable when coming .from Xenophon, as 
they contradict all his partialities, and are dropped here almost rclunctantly, 
from the necessity of justifying the conduct of Agesilaus in publishing a 
false proclamation to his army. 

• Lysias, Orat. xvi, (pro l!t!antitheo) s. 20. rpo/3ovµ€v(,)V arr:uvrnv tlKOT(,),, 
etc. 
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temple of Itonian Athene, where the Pambreotia, or general Breo
tian assemblies were held, and where there also stood the trophy 
erected for the great victory over Tolmides and the Athenians, 
about fifty years before.I Between the two armies there was no 
great difference of numbers, except as to the peltasts, who were 
more numerous in the army of Agesilaus, though they do not 
seem to have taken much part in the battle. 

Having marched from Chreroneia, Agesilaus approached the 
plain of Koroneia from the river Kephissus, while the Thebans 
met him from the direction of 1\Iount IIelikon. He occupied the 
right wing of his army, the Orchomenians being on the left, and 
the Cyreians with the Asiatic allies in the centre. In the opposite 
line, the Thebans were on the right, and the Argeians on the left. 
Both armies approached slowly and in silence until they were 
separated only by an interval of a furlong, at which moment the 
Thebans on the right began the war-shout, and accelerated their 
march to a run, - the rest of the line following their example. 
When they got within half a furlong of the Lacedremonians, the 
centre division of the lattar, under the command of Herippidas 
(comprising the Cyreians, with Xenophon himself, and the Asiatic 
allies) started forward on their side, and advanced at a run to meet 
them; seemingly, getting beyond their own line,2 and coming first 
to cross spears with the enemy's centre. After a sharp struggle, 
the division of Herippidas was here victorious, and drove back its 
opponents. Agesilaus, on his right, was yet more victorious, for 
the Argeians opposed to him, fled without even crossing spears. 
These fugitives found safety on the high ground of Mount Heli
kon. But on the other hand, the Thebans on their own right com
pletely beat back the Orchomenians, and pursued them so far as 
to get to the baggage in the rear of the army. Agesilaus, while 
his friends around were congratulating him as conqueror, immedi
ately wheeled roun<l to complete his victory by attacking the The
bans; who, on their side also faced about, and prepared to fight 
their way, in close and deep order, to rejoin their •comrades on 
Helikon. Though Agesilaus might have let them pass, and as
sailed them in the rear with greater safety and equal effect, he pre

1 Plutarch, Agcsil. c. 19. 
2 Xcn. IIclleu. iv, 3, 17. avre;topaµov airo rij~ 'A.yJJut?..aov .pa?..ayyo~, etc. 
VOL. IX. 14: 
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ferred the more honorable victory of a conflict face to face. Such 
is the coloring which his panegyrist, Xenophon,1 puts upon his 
manceuvre. Yet we may remark that if he had let the Thebans 
pass, be could not have pursued them far, seeing that their own 
comrades were at hand to sustain them, - and also that having 
never yet fought against the Thebans, he had probably no ade
quate appreciation of their prowess. 

The crash which now took place was something terrific beyond 
all Grecian military experience/.! leaving an indelible impression 
upon Xenophon, who was personally engaged in it. The hoplites 
on both sides came to the fiercest and closest bodily struggle, 
pushing shields against each other, with all the weight of the in
cumbent mass behind impelling forward the foremost ranks,
especially in the deep order of the Thebans. The shields of the 
foremost combatants were thus stove in, their spears broken, and 
each man was engaged in such close embrace with his enemy, that 
the dagger was the only weapon which he could use. There was 
no systematic shout, such as usually marked the charge of a Gre
cian army ; the silence was only broken by a medley of furious 
exclamations and murmurs.3 Agesilaus himself, who was among 
the front ranks, and whose size and strength were by no means on 
a level with his personal courage, had his body covered with 
wounds from different weapons,4 - was trodden down, - and 
only escaped by the devoted courage of those fifty Spartan volun
teers who formed his body-guard. Partly from his wounds, partly 
from the irresistible courage and stronger pressure of the Thebans, 
the Spartans were at length compelled to give way, so far as to 
afford a free passage to the former, who were thus enabled to 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 19; Xen. Agesil. ii, 12. 

· ' Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 16; Xen. Agesil. ii, 9 . 

. /J.t11yfiuoµat oe 1.:a2 ri]v µax11v. /£at yilp tyivero oia ov" UAATJ Tr.JV )'. tr/>' 
~µCiv. 

a Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 19; Xen. Agesil. ii, 12. 
• Ka2 rroµ(Ja/.,fwTer Tar U<17rioar tr.i1~0VVTO, lµftXOVTO, arrinetvov, urrf;{)v11u"ov. 
~a2 "pavy1) µev ovoeµia rrap~v, ov µ7/v oMi: utyfJ· <fir.iv7/ rle nr fiv TotavTTJ, oiaP 
lipyQ TE 1'at µax11 rrapa<1XOLT1 UV, . 

' Xen. Agesil. ii, 13. ·o oe, KaiTrep 'TrOAAU TpavµaTa lxr.iv 'ICUVTOO'e Ka2 
'fravTofotr llrr/.,oir, etc. 
· Plutarch, Agesil. c. 18. 
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march onward and rejoin their comrades ; not without sustaining 
some loss by attacks on their rear.I 
. Agesilaus thus remaine<l master of the fiel<l of battle, having 

gaine<l a victory over his opponents taken collectively. But so far 
as concerns the Thebans separately, he had not only gaine<l no 
victory, but had failed in his purpose of stopping their progress, 
and had had the worst of the combat. His wounds having been 
dressed, he was brought back on men's shoul<lers to give his final 
orders, and was then informed that a detachment of eighty The
ban hoplites, left behind by the rest, ha<l taken refuge in the 
temple of Itonian Athene as suppliants. From generosity min
gled with respect to the sanctity of the ~pot, he comman<le<l that 
they should be dismissed unhurt, an<l then proceeded to give di
rections for the night-watch, as it was already late. The field of 
battle presented a terrible spectacle; Spartan an<l Thcban dead 
lying intermingled, some yet grasping their naked daggers, others 
pierced with the daggers of their enemies ; around, on the blood
staine<l ground, were seen broken spears, smashed shiel<ls, swords 
and daggers scattered apart from their owners.2 He directed 
the Spart.an an<l Theban dead to be collected in separate heaps, 
an<l placed in safo custody for the night, in the interior of his 
phalanx; the troops then took their supper, an<l rested for the 
night. On the next morning, Gylis the Polemarch was ordered 
to draw up the army in battle-array, to erect a trophy, and to 
offer sacrifices of chc.eifulness and thanksgiving, with the pipers 
solemnly playing, according to Spartan fashion. Age8ilaus 
was anxious to make these demonstrations of victory as osten
tatious as possible, because he really doubted whether he ha<l 
gained a victory. It was very possible that the Thebans 
might feel confidence enough to renew the attack, and try to 
recover the field of battle, with their own dead upon it; which 
Agesilaus had, for that reason, caused to be collected in a scpa

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 19 ; Xen. Agesil. ii, 12. 
• Xcn. Agesil. ii, 14. 'Er.et ye µ~v l'A11;ev ii µux11, r.apijv o~ {},uaar:J19ai 

fv/Ja C1VVfae<;OV UAA~Aotr, T~V µev yi/v atµan 7rt</!Vp/lfV1JV, VtKpovr Oe Kttµi
VOVr </!t'Aiovr Kat 'lrOAeµiovr µer' a'A'A~~.IJV, U!7'lrtOar elf; Otarei'Jpvµpivar, ooparn 
avvre&pav<rµeva, lyxeipiota yvµvil. KOVAewv ril. µev xaµal, TU o' iv awµaat, rii. 
o' lrt µera xe1p6r. 

http:Spart.an
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rate heap and placed within the Lacedremonian line.I He was, 
however, soon relieved from doubt by a herald coming from the 
Thebans to solicit the customary truce for the burial of their 
dead ; the understood confession of defeat. The request was im
mediately granted; each party paid the last solemnities to its own 
dead, and the Spartan force was then withdrawn from Bceotia. 
Xenophon does not state the loss on either side, but Diodorus gives 
it at six hundred on the side of the confederates, three hundred 
and fifty on that of the Lacedremonians.~ 

Disqualified as he was by his wounds for immediate action, Age
sil:-.us caused himself to be carried to Delphi, where the Pythian 
games were at that moment going on. Ile here offered to Apollo 
the tithe of the booty acquired during his two years' campaigns in 
Asia ; a tithe equal to one hundred talents.3 l\Ieanwhile the pole. 
march Gylis conducted the army first into Phokis, next on a pre
datory excursion into the Lokrian territory, where the nimble 
attack of the Lokrian light troops, amidst hilly ground, inflicted 
upon his troops a severe check, and cost him his Hfe. After this 
the contingents in the army were dismissed to their respective 
homes, and Agesilaus himself, when tolerably recovered, sailed 
with the Peloponnesians homeward from Delphi across the Co
rinthian Gulf.4 Ile was received at Sparta with every demonstra
tion of esteem and gratitude, which was still farther strengthened 
by his exemplary simplicity and exact observance of the public 
discipline ; an exactness not diminished eith!lr by long absence or 

1 Xcn. Agcsil. ii, 15. Tore µev ovv (Kat yilp i)v ~OT/ i'n/Jt) avvel.Kiicravn, 
To v ' T i:> v n: o I.. e µ i"' v v e K po v' efo"' rp&.1.ayyor, lOttn:von:oi~aavro Kat 
tKoiµfr&11irav. 

Schneider in his note on this passage, as well as ad. Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 
21 - condemns the expression ri:>v n:o").eµi"'v as spurious and unintelligible. 
But in my judgment, these words bear a plain and appropriate meaning, 
which I have endeavored to give in the text. Compare Plutarch, Agcsil. 
c. 19. 

• Diodor. xiv, 84. 
3 Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 21 ; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 19. The latter says - el, 

ti.eltrpovr u1uKoµia&e II v ~i"' v u yoµ iv "'v, etc. Manso, Dr. Arnold, and 
others, contest the accuracy of Plutarch in this assertion respecting the time 
of year at which the Pythian games were celebrated, upon grounds which 
seem to me very insuflicient. 

4 Xen. llellen. iv, 3, 22, 23; iv, 4, 1. 

http:sil:-.us
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·enjoyment of uncontrolled ascendency. From this time forward 
he was the effective leader of Spartan policy, e11joying an influence 
gre:1tcr than had ever fallen to the lot of any king before. His 
colleague, Agesipolis, both young and of feeble character, was won 
over by his judicious and concilia.tory behavior, into the most re
spectful deference.I 

Three great battles had thus been fought in the space of little 
more than a month (.July and August)-those of Corinth, Knidus, 
and Kor()neia ; the fir~t and third on land, the second at sea, as 
described in my last chapter. In each of the two land-battles the 
Laccd<r~monians had gained a victory; they remained masters of 
the field, and were solicited by the enemy to grant the lmrial-trnce. 
But if we inquire what results these victories had produced, the 
answer must be that both were totally barren. The position of 
Sparta in Greece as against her enemies had undergone no im
provement. In the battle of Corinth, her soldiers hatl indeed man
ifested signal superiority, and acquired much honor. But at the 
field of Koruneia, the honor of the day was rather on the side of 
the Thebans, who broke through the most strenuous opposition,' 
and carried their point of joining their allies. And the purpose 
of Agcsilaus ( oruered by the ephor Diphridas) to invade Bceotia, 
completely failed.2 Instead of advancing, he withdrew from Ko
roneia, anu returned to Peloponnesus across the gulf from Delphi ; 
which he might have done just as well without fighting this mur
derous and hardly contested battle. Even the narrative of Xeno
phon, deeply colored as it is both by his sympathies and his 
antipathies, indicates to us that the predominant impression carried 
off by every one from the field of Koroneia was that of th~ tre
mendous force and obstinacy of the Theban hoplites, -a foretaste 
of what was to come at Leuktra ! 

If the two land-victories of Sparta were barren of results, the 
case was far otherwise with her naval defeat at Knidus. That 
defeat was pregnant with consequences following in rapid succes
sion, and of the most disastrous character. As with Athens at 
JEgospotami,- the loss of her fleet, serious as that was, served 

1 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 17, 20; Xen. Hellen. v, 3, 20. 
1 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 17. Cornelius Nepos, Agesil. c. 4. "Obsistere ei 

conati sunt Athenienses et Bceoti," etc. They succeeded in barring his way, 
~nd compelling him to retreat. 
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only as the signal for countless following losses. Pharnabazus and 
Konon, with their victorious fleet, sailed from islarnl to island, and 
from one continental seaport to another, in the .lEgean, to expel 
the Lacedaomonian harmosts, and terminate the empire of Sparta. 
So universal was the odium which it had inspired, that the task 
was found easy beyond expectation. Conscious of their unpopu
larity, the harmosts in almost all the towns, on both sides of the 
Ilelle!=<pont, deserted their posts and fled, on the mere news of the 
battle of Knidus.t Everywhere Pharnabazus and Konon found 
themselves received as liberators, and welcomed with presents of 
hospitality. They pledged themselves not to introduce any foreign 
force or governor, nor to fortify any separate citadel, but to guaran
tee to each city its own genuine autonomy. This policy was 
adopted by Pharnabazus at the urgent r<>presentation of Konon, 
who warned him that if he manifested any design of reducing the 
cities to subjection, he would find them all his enemies; that each 
of them severally would cost him a long siege; and that a combi
nation would ultimately be formed against him. Such liberal and 

• 	 judicious ideas, when seen to be sincerely acted upon, produced a 
strong feeling of friendship and even of gratitude, so that the La
ced:-emonian maritime empire was dissolved without a blow, by the 
almost spontaneous movements of the cities themselves. Though 
the victorious fleet presented itself in many different places, it was 
nowhere called upon to put down resistance, or to undertake a 
single siege. Kos, Nisyra, Teos, Chios, Erythrm, Ephes.us, l\Iity
lene, Samos, all declared themselves independent, under the pro
tection of the new conquerors.2 Pharnabazus presently disem
barked at Ephesus and marched by land northward to his own 
satrapy; leaving a fleet of forty triremes under the command of 
Konon. · 

To this general burst of anti-Spartan feeling, Abydos, on the 
Asiatic side of the Hellespont, formed the solitary exception. That 
town, steady in hostility to Athens,3 had been the great military 

1 Xcnoph. Hellen. iv, 8, 1-5. 

8 Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 1-3; Diodor. xiv, 84. About Samos, xiv, 97. 

Compare also the speech of Derkyllidas to the Abydenes (Xen. Hellen. 


iv, 8, 4) -·ou\J oe µii'A'Aov al ul.Aa1 1!"0Aet> ~vv TV TVXl] U1l"E<1Tpa¢11uav f;µwv, 
'f"0<10VT<,J ovnJ> f; vµeTepa 1l"l<1TOT1J> µet/;1,JV ¢avet1j1av, etc. 

a 'EK )'Uf' 'A{Jvoov, rjjr rilv airaVTa xpovov vµ'iv lxi'fpar- says Demos· 

http:Ephes.us
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. st&tion of Sparta for her northern Asiatic warfare, during the last 
twenty years. It was in the satrapy of Pharnabazus, and had 
been made the chief place of arms by Derkyllidas and Agcsilaus, 
for their warfare against that satrap as well as for the command 
of the strait. Accordingly, while it was a main object with Phar
nabazus to acquire possession of Abydos, - there was nothing 
which the Abydcnes dreaded so much as to become subject to him. 
In this view they were decidedly disposed to cling to Lacedremcr 
nian protection; and it happened by a fortunate accident for Spar
ta, that the able and experienced Dcrkyllidas was harmost in the 
town at the moment of the battle of Knidus. Having fought in 
the battle of Corinth, he had been sent to announce the news to 
Agesilaus, whom he had met on his march at Amphipolis, and 
who had sent him forward into Asia to communicate the victory 
to the allied cities ; 1 neither of them at that moment anticipating 
the great maritime defeat then impending. The presence in Aby
dos of such an officer, who had already acquired a high milit&ry 
reputation in that region, and was at marked enmity with Pharna
bazus, - combined with the standing apprehensions of the Aby
denes, -was now the means of saving a remnant at least of mari
time ascendency to Sparta. During the general alarm which 
succeeded the battle of Knidus, when the harmosts were every

. where mking flight, and when anti-Spartan manifestations often 
combined with internal revolutions to overthrow the dekarchs or 
their substitutes, were spreading from city to city, - Derkyllidas 
assembled the Abydenes, heartened them up against the reigning 

. contagion, and exhorted them to earn the gratitude of Sparta by 
remaining faithful to her while others were falling off; assuring 
them that she would still be found capable of giving them protec
tion. His exhortations were listened to with favor. Abydos re
mained attached to Sparta, was put in a good state of defence, and 
became the only harbor of safety for the fugitive harmosts out of 
the other cities, Asiatic and European. 

Having secured his hold upon Abydos, Derkyllidas crossed the 
strait to make sure also of the strong place of Sestos, on the Eu

thencs in the Athenian assembly (cont. Aristokrat. c. 39, p. 672; compare 
c. 52, p. 688). 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 3, 2. 
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ropean side, in the Thracian Chersonese.1 In that fertile penin
sula there had been many new settlers, who had come in and 
acquired land under the Lacedmmonian supremacy, especially since 
the building of the cross-wall by Derkyllidas to defend the isthmus 
against Thracian invasion. By means of these settlers, dependent 
on Sparta for the security of their tenures, - and of the refugees 
from various cities all concentrated under his protection,.....,... Dcr
kyllidas maintained his position effectively both at Aby<los ancl 
at Sestos; defying the requisition of Plmrnabazus that he should 
forthwith evacuate them. The satrap threatend war, and actually 
ravaged the lands around Abydos, - but without any result. His 
wrath against the Lacedmmonians, already considerable, was so 
aggravateu by disappointment when he found that he could not 
yet expel them from his satrapy, that he resolved to act against 
them with increased energy, and even to strike a blow at them 
near their own home. For thi::i purpose he transmitted orders to 
Konon to prepare a commantling naval force for the ensuing 
spring, and in the mean time to keep both Abydos and Sestos 
under blockade.2 · 

As soon as spring arrived, Pharnabazus embarked on board a 
powerful fleet equipped by Konon; directing his cour::ie to :Melos, 
to various islands among the Cyclades, and lastly to the coast of 
Peloponnesus. They here spent some time on the coast uf La
conia and l\Iessenia, disembarking at several points to ravage tho 
country. They next landed on the fal:md of Kythera, which they 
captured, granting safe retirement to the Lacedmmonian garrison, 
and leaving in the island a garrison under the Athenian Nikophe
mus. Quitting then the harborless, dangerous, anu ill-provided 
coast of Laconia, they sailed up the Saronic gulf to the isthmus of 
Corinth. Here they found the confederates, - Corinthian, Breo
tian, Athenian, etc., carrying on war with Corinth as their central 
post, against the Lacedremonians at Sikyon. The line across the 

1 Lysander, after the victory of JEgospotami and the expulsion of the 
Athenians from Sestos, had assigned the town and district as a settlement 
for the pilots and Kclcustre aboard his fleet. But the cphors are said to 
have reversed the assignment, an<l restored the town to the Sestians (Plu
tarch, Lysand. c. 14). Probably, however, the new settlers would remain 
in part upon the lands vacated by the expelled Athenians. 

• Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 4-6. 
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isthmus from Lechreum to Kenchrere (the two ports of Corinth) 
was now made good by a defensive system of operations, so as to 
confine the Lacedremonians within Peloponnesus ; just as Athens, 
prior to her great losses in 446 B. c., while possessing both 1\fegara 
and Pegre, had been able to maintain the inland road midway be
tween them, where it crosses the high and difficult crest of 1\Iount 
Geraneia, thus occupying the only three roads by which a Lacedre
monian army could march from the isthmus of Corinth into Attica 
or Breotfo..1 Pharnabazus communicated in the. most friendly 
manner with the allies, assured them of his strenuous support 
against Sparta, and left with them a considerable sum of money.2 

The appearance of a Persian satrap with a Persian fleet, as 
master of the Peloponnesian sea and the Saronic Gulf, was a phe
nomenon astounding to Grecian eyes. And if it was not equally 
offensive to Grecian sentiment, this was in itself a melancholy 
proof of the degree to which Pan-hellenic patriotism had been 
stifled by the Peloponnesian war and the Spartan empire. No 
Persian tiara had been seen near the, Saronic Gulf since the battle 
of Salamis; nor could anything short of the intense personal wrath 
of Pharnabazus against the Lacedremonians, and his desire to re
venge upon them the damage inflicted by Derkyllidas and Agesi:
laus, have brought him now so far away from his own satrapy. It 
was this wrathful feeling of which Konon took advantage to pro
cure from him a still more important boon. 

Since 404 B. c., a space of eleven years, Athens had continued 
without any walls around her seaport town Peirreus, and without 
any Long "\Valls to connect her city with Peirreus. To this state 
she had been condemned by the sentence of her enemies, in the 

· full knowledge that she could have little trade, - few ships either 
armed or mercantile, - poor defence even against pirates, and no 
defence at all against aggression from the mistress of the sea. 
Konon now entreated Pharnabazus, who was about to go home, to 
leave the fleet under his command, and to permit him to use it in 
rebuilding the fortifications of Peirreus as well as the Long WaJ.1:s 
of Athens. While he engaged to maintain the fleet by contribu
tions from the islands, he assured the satrap that no blow ~uld be 

1 Sec Sir William Gell's Itinerary of Greece, p. 4. Ernst Curtius - Pe
loponnesos - p. 25, 26, ancl Thucyd. i, 108. 

2 Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 7, 8; Diodor. xiv, 84. 
VOL. IX. 14* 21oc. 
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inflicted upon Sparta so destructive or so mortifying, as the reno
vation of Athens ancl Peirreus with their complete and connected 
fortilications. Sparta would thus be dPprivccl of the most important 
harvest which she had reaped from the long struggle of the Pelo
ponncsim1 war. Indignant as he now was against the Lacedremo
nians, Pharnabazus sympathized cordially with these plans, and 
on departing not only left the fleet under the command of Konon, 
but also furnished him with a considerable sum of money towards 
the expense of the fortifications.I 

Konon betook himself to the work energetically and without 
delay. He had quitted Athens in 407 B. c., as one of the joint 
admirals nominated after the disgrace of Alkibiades. He had 
parted with his countrymen finally at the catastrophe of Egospo
tami in 405 B. c., preserving the miserable fraction of eight or nine 
ships out of that noble fleet which otherwise would have passed 
entire into the hm1ds of Lysander. He now returned, in 393 B. c., 
as a second Themistokles, the deliverer of his country, and the 
restorer of her lost strength .and independence. All hands were 
set to work; carpenters and masons being hired with the funds 
furnished by Pharnabazus, to complete the fortifications as quickly 
as possible. The Boootians and other neighbors lent their aid 
zealously as volunteers,2- the same who eleven years before had 
danced to the sound of joyful music when the former walls were 
demolished; so completely had the feelings of Greece altered 
since that period. By such hearty cooperation the work was fin
ished during the course of the present summer and autumn with
out any opposition ; and Athens enjoyed again her fortified Peirreus 
and harbor, with a pair of Long "\Valls, straight and parallel, join. 
ing it securely to the city. The third, or Phaleric "\Vall (a single 
wall stretching from Athens to Phalerum), which had existed clown 
to the capture of the city by Lysander, was not restored; nor was 
it indeed liy any means necessary to the security either of the 
city or of the port. Having thus given renewed life and security 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 9, 10. 
s Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 10; Diodor. xiv, 85. 
Cornelius Ncpos (Conon, c. 4) mentions fifty talents as a sum received 

by Konon from Pharnahazus as a present, and devoted by him to this pub· 
lie work. This is not improbable; but the total sum contributed by the sa· 
trap towards the fortifications mu.st, probably, have been mt\ch greater. 
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to Peirreus, Konon commemorated his great naval victory by a 
golden wreath in the acropolis, as wc11 as by the erection of a tem
ple in Peirreus to the honor of the KniJ.ian Aphrodite, who was 
worshipped at Knidus with peculiar devotion by the local popula
tion.I He farther celebrated the completion of the walls by a 
8plenuid sacrifice and festival banquet. And the Athenian people 
not only inscribed on a pillar a public vote gratefully recording the 
exploits of Konon, but also erected a statue to his honor.2 

The importance of this event in reference to the future history 
of Athens was unspeakable. Though it diJ. not restore to her 
either her former navy, or her former empire, it reconstituted her 
as a city, not only self-determining, Lut even partially a5ccnuant. 
It reanimated her, if not into the Athens of Perikles, at least into 
that of Isokrates and Demosthenes; it imparted to her a secoml 
fill of strength, dignity, anJ. commercial importance, J.uring the 
half century destined to elapse before she was finally overwhelmed 
by the superior military force of Macedon. Those who recollect 
the extraordinary stratagem wherebJ Themistokles had contrived 
(eighty-five years before) to accomplish the fortification of Athens, 
in spite of the base but formidable jealously of Sparta aml her 
Peloponnesian allies, will be aware how much the consummation 
of the Themistoklean project had dcpen<led upon accident. Now, 
also, Konon in his restoration was favored by unusual combinations, 
such as no one coulJ. have predictcJ.. That Pharnabazus should . 
conceive the i<lea of coming over himself to Pcloponnesus with a 
fleet of the largest force, was a most unexpected contingency. He 
was influenced neither by attachment to Athens, nor seemingly by 
considerations of policy, though the proceeding was one really con
ducive to the interests of Persian power, - but simply by his own 
violent personal wrath against the Laceclxmonians. And this 
wrath probably would have been satisfied, if, after the battle of 
Knidus, he could have cleared his own satrapy of them completely. 
It was his vehement impatience, when he found himself unable to 
expel his old enemy, Derkyllidas, from the important position of 

1 Dcmosthen. cont. Androtion. p. 616. c. 21. Pausanias (i, 1, 3) still saw 
this temple in Peirreus - very near to the sea; five hundred and fifty years 
afterwards. 

2 Demosthen. cont. Leptin. c. 16. p. 477, 478; Athenreus, i, 3; Cornelius 
Nepos, Conon, c. 4. 
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Abydos, which chiefly spurred him on to take revenge on Sparta in 
her own waters. Nothing less than the satrap's personal presence 
would have placed at the disposal of Konon either a sufficient naval 
force, or sufficient funds for the erection of the new walls, and the 
defiance of all impediment from Sparta. So strangely did events 
thus run, that the energy, by which Dcrkyllidas preserved Abydos, 
brought upon Sparta, indirectly, the greater mischief of the new 
Kononian walls. It would have been better for Sparta that Phar
nabazus should at once have recovered Abydos as well as the rest 
of his satrapy; in which case he would have had no wrongs remain
ing unavenged to incense him, and would have kept on his own 
side of the 1Egean ; feeding Konon with a modest squadron suf
ficient to keep the Lacedremonian navy from again becoming formi
dable on the Asiatic side, but leaving the walls of Peirreus (if we 
may borrow an expression of Plato) "to continue asleep in the 
bosom of the earth." 1 

Ilut the presence of Konon with his powerful fleet was not the 
only condition indispensable to the accomplishment of this work. It 
was requisite further, that the interposition of Sparta should be 
kept off, not merely by sea, but by land, and that, too, during all 
the number of months that the walls were in progress. Now the 
barrier against her on land wa.~ constituted by the fact, that the 
confederate force held the cross line within the isthmus from ·Le
ch:uum to Kenchre:r, with Corinth as a ccntre.2 But they were 
unable to sustain this line even through the ensuing year, - during 
which Sparta, aided by dissensions at Corinth, broke through it, as 
will appear in the next chapter. Had she been able to break 
through it while the fortifications of Athens were yet incomplete, 
she would have deemed no effort too great to effect an entrance 
into Attica and interrupt the work, in which she might very proba
bly have su~ceeded. Herc, then, was the second condition, which 
was realized during the summer and autumn of 3~3 B. c., but 
which did not continue to be realized longer. So fortunate was it 
for Athens, that the two conditions were fulfilled both together 
during this particular year ! 

1 Plato, Legg. vi, p. 778 ; Ka8d"leiv l{i,v lv Tfj yfi KarnKeiµeva Ta ni,y11, etc. 
• The importance of maintaining these lines, as a protection to Athens 

against invasion from Sparta, is illustrated in Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 19, and 
Andokides, Or. iii, De Pace, s. 26. 
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CHAPTER LXXV. 

FR0111 THE REBUILDING OF THE LONG WALLS OF ATHENS TO 
THE PEACE OJ<' ANTALKIDAS. 

THE presence of Pharnabazus and Konon with their command
ing force in the Saronic Gulf, and the liberality with which the 
former furnished pecuniary aid to the latter for rebuilding the full 
fortifications of Athens, as well as to the Corinthians for the pro
secution of the war, - seem to have given preponderance to the 
confoderates over Sparta for that year. The plans of Konont 
were extensive. He was the first to organize for the defence of 
Corinth, a mercenary force which was afterwards improved and 
conducted with greater efficiency by Iphikrates; and after he had 
finished the fortifications of Peirreus with the Long Wall;;, he 
employed himself in showing his force among the islands, for the 
purpose of laying the foundations of renewed maritime power for 
Athens. We even hear that he caused an Athenian envoy to be 
despatched to Dionysius at Syracuse, with the view of' detaching 
that despot from Sparta, and bringing him into connection with 
Athens. Evagoras, despot of Salamis in Cyprus, the steady 
friend of Konon, was a party to thi:> proposition, which he sought 
to strengthen by offering to Dionysius his sister in marriagc.2 
There was a basis of sympathy between them arising from the 
fact that Evagoras was at variance with the Phenicians both in 
Phenicia and Cyprus, while Dionysius was in active hostilities with 
the Carthaginians (their kinsmen and Colonists) in Sicily. Never
theless, the proposition met w_ith little or no success. ·we find 
Dionysius afterwards still continuing to act as an ally of Sparta. 

Profiting by the aid received from Pharnabazus, the Corinthians 
strengthened their fleet at Lechreum (their harbor in the Corinth
ian Gulf) so considerably, as to become masters of the Gulf, and 

• 1 Ilarpokration, v. ~evtKOV tv Kopiv-8-'f'. Philochorus, Fragm. 150, ed. Di
dot. 

9 Lysias, Orat. xix, (De Donis Aristophanis) s. 21. 
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to occupy Rhium, one of the two opposite capes which bound 
its narrow entrance. To oppose them, the Laced:cmonians on 
their side were driven to greater maritime effort. More than one 
naval action seems to have taken place, in those waters where the 
prowess and skill of the Athenian admiral Phormion had been so 
signally displayed at the beginning of the Peloponnesian war. 
At length the Laced:cmonian admiral Herippidas, who succeeded 
to the command of the fleet after his predecessor Polemarclms 
had been slain in battle, compelled thP. Corinthians to abandon 
Rhium, and gradually recovered his ascendency in the Corinthian 
Gulf; with his successor Teleutias, brother of Agesilaus, still far
ther completed.l 

·while these transactions were going on (seemingly during the 
last half of 393 B. c. and the full year of 392 n. c.), so as to put 
an end to the temporary naval preponderance of the Corinthians, 
- the latter were at the same time bearing the brunt of a desul
tory, but continued, land-warfare against the garrison of Laced:c
monians and Peloponnesians established at Sikyon. Both Corinth 
and Lechreum were partly defended by the presence of confede
rate troops, Bceotians, Argeians, Athenians, or mercenaries paid 
by Athens. But this did not protect the Corinthians against suf
fering great damage, in their lands and outlying properties, from 
the incursions of the enemy. 

The plain between Corinth and Sikyon, -fertile and extensive 
(speaking by comparison with Peloponnesus generally), and con
stituting a large part of the landed property of both cities, was 
rendered uncultirnble during 393 and 392 B. c. ; so that the Co
1-inthian proprietors were. obliged to withdraw their servants and 
cattle to I'eirreum !.! (a portion of the Corinthian territory without 
the Isthmus properly so called, north-cast of the Akrokorintlrns, 
in a line between that eminence and the l\Iegarian harbor of 
Peg:c). Here the Sikyonian assailants could not reach them, be
cause of the Long "\Valls of Corinth, which connected that city 
by a continuous fortification of twelve stadia (somewhat less than 
a mile and a half) with its harbor of Lech:cum. Nevertheless, 
the loss to the proprietors of the deserted plain was still so great, 
th.:i,t two successive seasons of it were quite enough to inspire them 

1 Xcn. Hellen. iv, 8, I I. 2 Xcn. Hellen. iv, 4, I ; iv, 5, l. 
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with a strong aversion to the war; 1 the more so, as the damage 
fell exclusively upon them - their allies in Breotia, Athens, and 

1 I dissent from Mr. Fyncs Clinton as well as from M. Rchdantz (Vitre 
Iphicratis, etc., c. 4, who in the main agrees with Dodwcll's Annales Xcno· 
phontci) in their chronological arrangement of these events. 

They place the battle fought by Praxitas within the Long 'Valls of Cor
inth in 393 B. c., and the destruction of the Laccdremonian mora or division 
by Iphikrates (the monthly date of which is marked by its having immedi· 
ately succeeded the Isthmian games), in 392 B. c. I place the former event 
in 392 B. c.; tho latter in 390 B. c., immediately after the Isthmian games 
of 390 B.C. 

If we study the narrative of Xenophon, we shall find, that after describ
ing (iv, 3) the battle of Koroneia (August 394"n. c.) with its immediate con
sequences, and the return of Agcsilaus home, - he goes on in the next chap
ter to narrate the land-war about or near Corinth, which he carric.s down 
without interruption (through Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, of Book iv.) to 389 B.C. 

But in Cha~tcr 8 of Book iv, he leaves the laud-war, and takes up the 
naval operations, from and after the battle of Knidus (Aug. 394 B. c.). He 
recounts how Pharnabazus and Konon came across the JEgean with a pow
erful fleet in the spring of 393 B. c., and how after various proceedings, they 
brought the fleet to the Saronic Gulf and the Isthmus of Corinth, where 
they must have a1Th·ed at or near midsummer 393 B. c. 

Now it appears to me certain, that these proceedings of Pharnabazus with 
the fleet, recounted in the eighth chapter, come, in point of date, before the 
seditious movements and the coup d' etat at Corinth, which are recounted 
in the fourth chapter. At the time \vhen Pharnabazus was at Corinth in 
midsummer 393 n. c., the narrative of Xenophon (iv, 8, 8-10) leads us to 
believe that the Corinthians were prosecuting the war zealously, and without 
discontent: the money and encouragement which l'harnabazus gave them 
was calculated to strengthen such ardor. It was by aid of this money that 
the Corinthians fitted out their fleet under Agathinus, and acquired for a 
time the maritime command of the Gulf. 

The discontents against the war (recounted in chap. 4 seq.) could not 
have commenced until a considerable time after the departure of Pharna
bazus. They arose out of causes which only took effect after a long con
tinuance, - the hardships of the land-war, the losses of property and slaves, 
the jealousy towards Attica and Bceotia as being undisturbed, etc. The 
Lacedremonian and Peloponnesian aggressive force at Sikyon cannot pos· 
sibly have been established before the autumn of 494 B. c., and was most 
probably placed there early in the spring of 393 D. c. Its effects were brought 
about, not by one great blow, but by repetition of ravages and destructive 
annoyance; and all the effects which it produced previous to midsummer 
393 B. c. would he more than compensated by the presence, the gifts, and 
the encouragement of Pharnabazus with his powerful fleet. Moreover, after 
his departure, too, tho Corinthians were at first successful at sea, and ac
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Argos, having as yet suffered nothing. Constant military service 
for defence, with the conversion of the city into a sort of besieged 
post, aggravated their discomfort. There was another circum
stance also, doubtless not without influence. The consequences of 
the battle of Knidus had been, first, to put down the maritime 
empire of Sparta, and thus to diminish the fear which she inspired 
to the Corinthians ; next, to rebuild the fortifications, and renovate 
the shipping, commercial as well as warlike, of Athens; - a revi
val well calculated to bring back a portion of that anti-Athenian 
jealousy and apprehension which the Corinthians had felt so 
strongly a few years before. Perhaps some of the trade at Co
rinth may have been actually driven away by the disturbance of 
the war, to the renewed fortifications and greater security of Pei
rams.. 

Fostered by this pressure of circumstances, the discontented 
philo-Laconian or peace-party which had always e~isted at Co
rinth, presently acquired sufficient strength, and manifested itself 
with sufficient publicity to give much alarm to the government. 
The Corinthian government had always been, and still was, oli
garchical. In what manner the administrators or the council were 
renovated, or how long individuals continued in office, indeed, we 
do not know. But of democracy, with its legal, popular assem
blies, open discussions and authoritative resolves, there was 

quired the command of the Gulf, which, however, they did not retain for 
more than a year, if so much. Hence, it is not likely that any strong dis· 
coutent against the war began before the early part of 392 n. c. 

Considering all these circumstances, I think it reasonable to believe. that 
the coup d'etat and massacre at Corinth took place (not in 393 n. c., as l\Ir. 
Clinton and M. Rehdantz place it, but) in 392 n. c.; and the battle within 
the Long "\Valls rather later in the same year. 

Next, the opinion of the same two authors, as well as of Dodwell,-that 
the destruction of the Lacedremonian mora by Iphicrates took place in tho 
spring of 392 n. c., -is also, in my view, erroneous. If this were true, it 
would be necessary to pack all the events mentioned in Xenophon, iv, 4, 
into the year 393 n. c.; which I hold to be impossible. If the destruction 
of the mora did not occur in the spring of 393 n. c., we know that it could 
not have occurred until the spring of 390 n. c.; that is, the next ensuing 
Isthmian games, two years aftenvards. And this last will be found to be 
its true date; thus leaving full time, but not too much time, for the antece
dent occun-ences. 
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nothing.1 Now the oligarchical persons actually in power were 
vehemently anti-Laconian, consisting of men who had partaken 
of the Persian funds and contracted alliance with Persia, besides 

. compromising themselves irrevocably (like 1'imolaus) by the most 
bitter manifestations of hostile sentiment towards Sparta. These 
men found themselves menaced by a powerful opposition party, 
which had no constitutional means for making its sentiments pre
dominant, and for accomplishing peaceably either a change of ad
ministrators or a change of public policy. It was only by an 
appeal to arms and violence that such a consummation could be 
brought about; a fact notorious to both parties, - so that the oli
garchical administrators, informed of the meetings and convcrsa,. 
tions going on, knew well that they had to expect nothing less than 
the breaking out of a conspiracy. That such anticipations were 
well-founded, we gather even from the partial recital of Xenophon ; 
who states that Pasimelus, the philo-Laconian leader, was on his 
guard and in preparation,2 - and counts it to him as a virtue that 
shortly afterwards he opened the gates to the Lacedremonians. 

Anticipating such conspiracy, the government resolved to pre
vent it by a coup d' etat. They threw themselves upon the as
sistance of their allies, invited in a body of Argcians, and made 
their blow the more sure by striking it on the last day of the festi
val called Eukleia, when it was least expected. Their proceeding, 
though dictated by precaution, was executed with the extreme of 
brutal ferocity aggravated by sacrilege; in a manner very differ
ent from the deep-laid artifices recently practised by the Spartan 
ephors when they were in like manner afraid of the conspiracy of 
Kinadon, -and more like the oligarchical conspirators at Korky
ra (in the third year of the Peloponnesian war) when they broke 
into the assembled Senate, and massacred Peithias, with sixty 

1 Plutarch, Dion. c. 53. 
t Xen. Rel.Jen. iv, 4, 2. rvovTe> oe ol 'ApytiOl Kai Bolc.>Tol Kai 'A-&71vaiol 

Kai Koptv-&iwv ol re Twv rrapil. f3a11ilifo> XPl/µaTc.>V µen11x_71Kore>, Kai ol Tov 
rroUµov alTtwmTot yeyev71µevoi, iir;, el µfj lKrrooi:Jv rro1~11aivTo Toi>> lrrl ri'jv 
elp~v71v TtTpaµµivov>, KlVOVVtVatl rrafitv fJ TrOAl> fiaKc.>vfoat-ovTc.> oi'j Kat 
11¢ayil.> lrrer,eipovv rro1F.i11-!Jai. 

iv, 4, 4. 01 OE vewupot, V7r07rTtVaavTor; IIa11iµ~l,ov To µtliliov foEa{fai, Ql1V
xfov fox_ov Ev Tfi; Kpavit,i' W> ol: r-nf Kpavynr; fJ111JovTO, Kai iflevyov-rer; Tlver; tJC 
TOV rrpayµaTu> U.¢iKOVTO rrpilr; avTovr;, lK TOVTOV U.vaopaµovnr; KaTU TOV 'AK· 
poKopiv-&ov, 'Tr()011,Bali6vm> µev 'Apyeiov> KaL Toi>r; uliliov> urrtKpoiiaavTo, etc. 



IIlSTORY OF GREECE. Z30 

others in the senate-house.I "While the choice peiformers at Co
rinth were contending for the prize in the theatre, with judges 
formally named to decidc,-and while the market-place around 
was crowded with festive spectators, - a number of armed men 
were introduced, probably Argeians, with leaders designating the 
victims whom they were to strike. Some of these select vic
tims were massacred in the market-place, others in the thea
tre, and one even while sitting as a judge in the theatre. Others 
again fled in terror to embrace the altars or statues in the 
market-place, - which sanctuary, nevertheless, did not save their 
Iives. Nor was such sacrilege arrested, - repugnant as it was to 
the feelings of the assembled spectators and to Grecian feelings 
generally, - until one hundred and twenty persons had perished.2 
But the persons slain were chiefly elderly men; for the younger 
portion of the philo-Laconian party, suspecting some mischief, had 
declined attending the festival, and kept themselves separately as
sembled under their leader Pasimelus in the gymnasium and 
cyprus-grove called Kranium, just without the city-gates. We 
find, too, that they were not only assembled, but actually in arms . 
. 1''or the moment that they heard the clamor in the market-place, 
and learned from some fugitives what was going on, they rushed up 
at once to the Akrokorinthus (or eminence and acropolis overhang
ing the city) and got possession of the citadel,-which they main
tained with such force and courage that the Argeians and the 
Corinthians, who took part with the government, were repulsed in 
the attempt to <li~lodge them. This circumstance, indirectly re
vealed in the one-sided narrative of Xenophon, lets us into the 
J"eal state of the city, and afi'ords good ground for believing that 
Pasimelus and his friends were prepared beforehand for an armed 
outbreak, but waited to execute it, until the festival was over,- a 
scruple which the government, in their eagerness to forestall the plot, 
<lisrcgarued, - employing the hands and weapons of Argeians who 
were comparatively unimpressed by solemnities peculia1' to Corinth.3 

1 Tlmcyd. iii, iO. 
• Diodorus (xiv, 86) gives this number, which seems very credible • .Xen

ophon (iv, 4, 4) only says 1l"oUoi. 
• In recounting this alternation of violence projected, violence perpetra

ted, recourse on" the one side to a foreign ally, treason on the other by ad
mitting an avowed enemy, - which formed the modus operandi of opposing 
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Though Pasimelus and his friends were masters of the citadel, 
and had repulsed the assault of their enemies, yet the coup d' etat 

parties in the oligarchical Corinth, - I invite the ,.cadcr to contrast it with 
the democratical Athens. 

At Athens, in the beginning of the Peloponncsian war, there were pre
cisely the same causes at work, and precisely the same marked antithesis of 
parties, as those which here disturbed Corinth. There was first, a consid
erable Athenian minority who opposed the war with Sparta from the first; 
next, when the war hcgan, the proprietors of Attica saw their lands ruined, 
and were compelled either to carry away, or to lose, their servants and cat
tle, so that they obtained no returns. The intense discontent, the angry 
complaints, the bitter conflict of parties, which these circumstances raigcd 
among the Athenian citizens, - not to mention the aggravation of all these 
symptoms by the terrible epidemic, - arc marked out in Thucydides, and 
have been recorded in the fifth volume of this history. Not only the posi
tive loss and suffering, but all other causes of exasperation, stood at a hig;h
cr pitch at Athens in the early part of the Pcloponnesian war, than at Cor
inth in 392 B. c. 

Yet what were the effects which they produced 1 Did the minority resort 
to a conspiracy, -or the majority to a coup d' !!tat-or either of them to 
invitation of foreign aid against the other 1 Nothing of the kind. The 
minority had always open to them the routl of pacific opposition, and the 
chance of obtainin1< a majority in the Senate or in the puLlic assembly, 
which was practirally identical with the totality of the citizens. Their op
position, though pacific as to acts, was sufficiently animated and violent in 
words and propositions, to serve as a real discharge for imprisonecl angry 
passion. If they could not CatTy the adoption of their general policy, they 
had the opportunity of gaining partial victories which took off the edge of 
a fierce discontent; witness the fine imposctl upon Pcrikles (Thucyd. ii, 65) 
in the year before his death, which both gratified and mollifictl the antipa
thy against him, and brought ahout shortly afterwards a strong reaction in 
liis favor. The majority, on the other hand, knew that the predominance 
of its policy depended upon its maintaining its hold on a fluctuating pub
lic assembly, against the utmost freedom of debate and attack, within cer
tain forms and rules prescribed hy the constitution ; attachment to the 
latter being the cardinal principle of political morality in both parties. It 

· was this system which excluded on both sides the thought of armed vio
lence. It produced among the democratical citizens of Athens that char
acteristic insisted upon by Kleon in Thucydides, - " constant and fearless 
security and absence of treacherous hostility among one another" (clicl. yiip 
TO Ka-&' *µepav uclerr Kat civerrt/3ovl.evrov rrpor ul.l.~l.ovr, Kat er ro1lr gvµµU.
xovr ro avro lxfTe- Time. iii, 3i), the entire absence of which stands so 
prominently forward in these deplorable proceedings of the oligarchical 
Corinth. Pasimelus and his Corinthian minority had no assemblies, dikas
terics, annual Senate, or constant hahit of free debate and accusation, to 
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had been completely successful in overawing their party in the 
city, and depriving them of all means of communicating with the 
Lacedmmonians at Sikyon. Feeling unable to maintain them
selves, they were be'.sides f;.ightened by menacing omens, when 
they came to offer sacrifice, in order that they might learn whether 
the gods encouraged them to fight or not. The victims were 
found so alarming, as to drive them to evacuate the post and pre
pare for voluntary exile. l\Iany of them (according to Diodorus 
five hundred) I actually went into exile ; while others, and among 
them Pasimelus himself, were restrained by the entreaties of their 
friends and relatives, combined with solemn assurances of peace 
and security from the government; who now, probably, felt them- _ 
selves victorious, and were anxious to mitigate the antipathies 
which their recent violence had inspired. These pacific assur
ances were faithfully kept, and no farther mischief was <lone to 
any citizen. 

But the political cornlition of Corinth was materially altered, 
Ly an extreme intimacy of alliance and communion now formed 
with Argos; perhaps combined with reciprocal rights of inter
marriage, and of purchase and sale. The boundary pillars or 
hedges which separated the two territories, were pulled up, and 
the city was entitled Argos instead of Corinth (says Xenophon); 
such was probably the invidious phrase in which the opposition 
party described the very close political union now formed between 
the two cities; upheld Ly a strong Argeian force in the city and 
acropolis, together with some Athenian mercenaries under Iphi
krates, and some Brootians as a garrison in the port of Lechmurn. 
1\Iost probably the government remained still Corinthian, and still 
oligarchical, as before. But it now rested upon Argeian aid, and 
was therefore dependent chiefly upon Argos, though partly also 
upon the other two allies. 

To Pasimelus and his friends such a state of things was intol

appeal to; their only available weapon was armed violence, or treacherous 
correspondence with a foreign enemy. On the part of the Corinthian gov
ernment, superior or more skilfully used force, or superior alliance abroad, 
was the only weapon of defence, in like manner. 

I shall return to this subject in a future chapter, where I enter more at 
large into the character of the Athenians. 

1 Diodor. xiv, 86 ; :Xcn. Hellen. iv, 4, 5. 
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erable. Though personally they had no ill-usage to complain of, 
yet the complete predominance of their political enemies was 
quite sufficient to excite their most vehement antipathies. They 
entered into secret correspondence with Praxitas, the Lacedremo
nian commander at Sikyon, engaging to betray to him one of the 
gates in the western Long 'Vall between Corinth and Lechremn. 
The scheme being concerted, Pasimelus and his partisans got 
themselves placed,! partly by contrivance and partly by accident, 
on the night-watch at this gate; an imprudence, which shows that 
the government not only did not maltreat them, but even admitted 
them to trust. At the moment fixed, Praxitas, -presenting him
self with a Lacedremonian mora or regiment, a Sikyonian force, 
and the Corinthian exiles, - found the treacherous sentinels pre
pared to open the gates. Having first s~;mt in a trusty soldier to 
satisfy him that there was no deceit,2 he then conducted all his 
force within the gates, into the mid-space between the two Long 
Walls. So broad was this space, and so inadequate did his num
bers appear to maintain it, that he took the precaution of digging 
a cross-ditch with a palisade to defend himself on the side towards 
the city; which he was enabled to do undisturbed, since the enemy 
(we are not told why) did not attack him all the next day. On 
the ensuing day, however, Argeians, Corinthians, and Athenian 
mercenaries under Iphikrates, all came down from the city in full 
force; the latter stood on the right of the line, along the eastern 
wall, opposed to the Corinthian exiles on the Laced:rmonian left; 
while the Lacedremonians themselves were on their own right, op
posed to the Corinthians from the city; and the Arg~ians, opposed 
to the Sikyonians, in the centre. 

It was here that the battle began ; the Argeians, bold from su
perior numbers, attacked and broke the Sikyonians, temfog up the 
palisade, and pursuing them down to the sea with much slaugh

1 Xcn. Hellen. iv, 4, 8. Kat Karil. rvx11v Kat Kar' tmµ{J.Etav, etc. 
2 Xen. Hellen. iv, 4, 8. Nothing can show more forcibly the Laconiun 

bias of Xenophon, than the credit which he gives to Pasimelus for his good 
faith towards the Lacedromonians whom he was letting in; overlooking or 
approving his treacherous betrayal towards his own countrymen, in thus 
opening a gate which he had been trusted to watch. rw ti' Ela17yayir71v, Kat 
ol;r"'' arrA.w, <i7rEOEt;'ar17v, W<JTE 0 d<JEA'9i:iv tf;fiyyELAE, rravra Elvat 
aodA."''' ela rrfp tA.eyfr11v. 
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ter; 1 upon which Pasimachus the Lacedremonian commander of. 
cavalry, coming to their ai<l, caused his small body of horsemen 
to dismount and tie their horses to trees, and then armed them 
with shields taken from the Sikyonians, inscribed on the outside 
with the letter Sigma (:S). ·with these he approached on foot to 
attack the Argeians, who, mistaking them for Sikyonians, rushed 
to the charge with alacrity; upon which Pasimachus exclaimed, 
-"By the two gods, Argeians, these Sigmas which you see here 
will deceive you;" he then closed with them resolutely, but his 
number was so inferior that he was soon overpowered and slain. 
Meanwhile, the Corinthian exiles on the left had driven back 
Iphikrates with his mercenaries (doubtless chiefly light troops) 
and pursued them even to the city gates; while the Lacedremo
nians, easily repelling the Corinthians opposed to them, came out 
of their palisade, and planted themselves with their faces towards 
the eastern wall, but at a little distance from it, to intercept the 
Argeians on their return. The latter were forced to run back as 
they could, huddling close along the eastern wall, with their right 
or unshielded side exposed, as they passed, to the spears of the 
Lacedremonians. Before they could get to the walls of Corinth, 
they were met and roughly handled by the victorious Corinthian 
exiles. And even when they came to the walls, those within, un
willing to throw open the gates for fear of admitting the enemy, 
contented themselves with handing down ladders, over which the 
defeated Argeians clambered with distress and difficulty. Alto
gether, their loss in this disastrous retreat was frightful. Their 
dead (says Xenophon) lay pileu up like heaps of stones or wood.2 

This victory of Praxitas and the Lacedremonians, though it did 
not yet make them masters of Lechreum,3 was, nevertheless, of 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 4, 10. Kd roi)> µev ~tKV<.JVtov> tKparTJaav Kat otar11rii
aavre> TO aravp<.Jµa fOl<.JKOV i·rrt t%itaaaav, Kat EK<t rroititav, avrwv U11'EKTEI· 
vav. 

It would appear from hence that there must have been an open portion 
of Lechroum, or a space apart from (but adjoining to) the wall which en· 
circled Lechreum, yet still within the Long \Valls. Otherwise the fugitive 
Sikyonians could hardly have got down to the sea. 

• Xen. Hellen. iv, 4, 12. Ovr<.J> lv t/My<,J rroilitot lrreaov, ware eifhaµevoi 
opij,v al uv-&p<.J1COl (!<.JpOV> airov, ~vit<.Jv, Ai-&ov, rare Uhaaavro a<.Jpov, veKpwv. 

A singular form of speech. 

1 Diodorus (xiv, 87) represents that the Lacedremonians on this occasion 
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considerable importance. Shortly afterwards they received rein
forcements which enabled them to turn it to still better account. 
The first measure of Praxitas was to pull down a considerable 
breadth of the two walls, leaving a breach which opened a free 
passage for any Lacedromonian army from Sikyon to reach and 
pass the isthmus. He then marched his troops through the breach, 
forward on the road to l\Iegara, capturing the two Corinthian de
pendencies of Krommyon and Sidus on the Saronic gul~ in which 
he placed garrisons. Returning back by the roaJ south of Corinth, 
he occupied Epieikia on the frontier of Epidaurus, as a protection 
to the territory of the latter against incursions from Corinth,
and then disbanded his army • 

.A desultory warfare was carried on during the ensuing winter 
and spring between the opposite garrisons in Corinth and Sikyon. 
It was now that the Athenian Iphikrates, in the former place, be
gan to distinguish himself at the head of his mercenary peltasts, 
whom, after their first organization by Konon, he had trained to 
effective tactics under the strictest discipline, and whose movements 
he conducted with consummate skill. His genius introduced im
provements both in their armor and in their clothing. He length
ened by one half both the light javelin and the short sword, which 
the Thracian peltasts habitually carried ; he devised a species of 
leggings, known afterwards by the name of Iphikratides; and he 
thus combined, better than had ever been done before, rapid mo
tion, - power of acting in difficult ground and open order, - ef
fective attack, either by missiles or hand to hand, and dexterous 
retreat in case of need.I .As yet, he was but a young officer, in 

surprised and held Lechreum, defeating the general body of the confede· 
rates who came out from Corinth to retake it. But his narrative of all 
these circumstances differs materially from that of Xenophon ; whom I 
!1ere follow in preference, making allowance for great partiality, and for 
much confusion and obscurity. 

Xenophon gives us plainly to understand, that Lcchreum was not captured 
by the Lacedremonians until the following year, by Agesilaus and Teleu· 
tias. 

It is to be recollected that Xenophon had particular means of knowing 
what was done by Agesilaus, and therefore deserves credit on that head, 
always allowing for partiality. Diodorus does not mention Agesibus in 
connection with the proceedings at Lechreum. 

1 Diodor. xv, 44 ; Cornelius Nepos, Vit. Iphicrat. c. 2 ; Polyren. iii, 9, 10. 
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Compare Rehdantz, Vitre Iphicratis, Chabrire, ct Timothci, c. 2, 7 (Ilcl'lin, 
1845) - a very useful and instructive publication. 

In describing the improvements made by Iphikrates in the armature of 
his peltasts, I hiwe not exnctly copied either Ncpos or Diodorus, who both 
appear to me confused in their statements. You would imagine, in reading 
their account (and so it has been stated by ·webcr, Prolegg. ad Demosth. 
cont. Aristokr. p. xxxv), that there were no peltasts in Greece prior to Iphi· 
kratcs ; that he was the first to transform heavy-armed hoplites into light
armed peltasts, and to introduce from Thrace the light shield or pdta, not 
only smaller in size than the round aO"irir cnrricd by the hoplite, but also 
without the !ror (or surrounding metallic rim of the aO"irtr,) seemingly con
nected by outside bars or spokes of metal with the exterior central knob 
or projection ( uml>o) which the hoplite pushed before him in close combat. 
The pelta, smaller and lighter than the aO"irir, was seemingly square or ob
long and not round; though it had no Zror, it often had thin plates of brass, 
as we may see by Xenophon, Anab. v, 2, 29, so that the explanation of it 
given in the Scholia ad Platon. Legg. vii, p. 813 must be taken with re
serve. 

But G1~cian peltasts existed before the time of Iphikrates (Xen. Hellen. 
i, 2, I and elsewhere); he did not first introduce them; he found them al
ready there, and improved their armature. Both Diodorus and :Nepos aflirm 
that he Jengthcnccl the spears of the peltasts to a measure hnlf as Jong again 
as those of the hoplites (or twice as Jong, if we believe Nepos ), and the 
swords in proportion - "17v;1}0"E µev TU oupam ~µto/..i<t> µeyeriet-hastre 
modum duplicavit." Now this I apprehend to be not exact; nor is it true 
(as Ncpos asserts) that the Grecian hoplites carried "short spears"
" brevibus hastis." The spear of the Grecian hoplite was long (though not 
so Jong as that of the heavy and compact Macedonian phalanx aftenvards 
became), and it appears to me incredible that Iphikratcs should have given 
to his light and active pcltast a spear twice as long, or half as Jong again, 
as that of the hoplite. Both Diodorus and Nepos have mistaken by making 
their compari.;;on with the arms of the lwplite, to which the changes of Iphi
krates had no reference. The peltast both before and after Iphikrates did 
not carry a spear, but a jai•elin, which he employed as a missile, to hurl, not 
io thrust; he was essentially an aKovnO"r~r or javelin-shooter (See Xenoph. 
Hellen. iv, 5, 14; vi, -1, 9). Of course the javelin might, in case of need, 
serve to thrust, but this was not its appropriate employment; e coni·erso, tho 
spear might be hurled (under advantageous circumstances, from the higher 
ground against an enemy bclow-:S:en. Hellen. ii, 4, 15 ; v, 4, 52 ), but its 
proper employment was, to be held and thrust fonvard. 

·what lphikrates really did, was, to lengthen both the two offensive 
weapons which the peltast carried, before his time,- the javelin, and tho 
sword. He made the javelin a longer ancl heavier weapon, requiring a 
more practised hand to throw - but also competent to inflict more serious 
wounds, and capable of being usetl with more deaclly effect if the pcltasts 
saw an opport.unity of coming to close fight on advantageous terms. Pos
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the beginning of his military career.l We must therefore pre
sume that these improvements were chiefly of later date, the sug
gestions of his personal experience; but even now, the successes 
of his light troops were remarkable. Attacking Phlius, he en
trapped the Phliasians into an ambuscade, and inflicted on them a 
defeat so destructive that they were obliged to invoke the aid of a 
Lacedremonian garrison for the protection of their city. He gained 
a victory near Sikyon, and carried his incursions over all Arcadia, 
to the very gates of the cities ; damaging the Arcadian hop lites so 
severely, that they became afraid to meet him in the field. His 
own peltasts, however, though full of.confidence against these Pelo
ponncsian hoplites, still retained their awe and their reluctance to 
fight against Lacedmmonians ;2 who, on their side, despised them, 
but despised their own allies still more. " Our friends fear these 
peltasts, as children fear hobgoblins,"- said the Laceclmmonians, 
sarcastically, endeavoring to set the example of courage by ostenta
tious demonstrations of their own around the walls of Corinth.a 

The breach made in the Long \Valls of Corinth by Praxitas 
had laid open the road for a Peloponncsian army to march either 
into Attica or Ilmotia.4 Fortunately for the Athenians, they had 

sibly Iphikrates not only lengthcneil the weapon, but also improved its 
point and efficacy in other ways; making it more analogous to the fonni
dable Roman pilum. ·whether he made any alteration in the pdta itself, 
we do not know. 

The name lphikratides, given to these new-fashioned leggings or boots; 
proves to us that 'Vellington and Blucher are not the first eminent gene
.rals who have lent an honorable denomination to boots and shoes. 

1 Justin, vi, 5. 
2 Xen. Hellen. iv, 4, 16; Diodor. xiv, 91. 
Tovr; µtvro£ Aa1m5aiµoviovr; oiirwr; av ol rreAraarat tot&aav, ~ EvTO~ a/COV• 

TtaµaTO( OV rrpoarfeaav TOi( 07rAfrat(, etc. 
Compnre the sentiment of the light troops in the attack of Sphakteria, 

when they were awe-strnck and afraid at first to approach the Lacedremoniau 
hoplites- T~ yvwµ') oeoovli.wµ€voi wr; lrrt AaKeoatµoviov~, etc. ( Thucyd. iv, 
34). 

3 Xen. Hellen. iv, 4, 17. ware ol µev AaKeoatµovtot Kat E7r/<1KW7rTelV lr6/i.
µwv, i:i, ol avµµaxoi <f>opoivro rov( rreli.raarilr;, warrep µop11CJvar; rraulapta, etc. 

This is a camp-jest of the time, which we have to thank Xenophon for 
preserving . 

• Xenoph. Agesil. ii, 17. avarreraaar; Ti/( ITeli.orrovvnaov rilr; 7rVAar;, etc. 
· 	Respecting the Long Walls of Corinth, as part of a line of defence 

VOL. IX. 15 - . 22oc. 
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already completed the rebuilding of their own Long Walls; but 
they were so much alarmed by the new danger, that they marched 
with their full force, and with masons and carpenters accompany
ing,r to Corinth. Here, with that celerity of work for which they 
were distinguished,2 they in a few days reestablished cowpletely 
the western wall; the more important of the two, since it formed 
the barrier against the incursions of the Lacedremonians from 
Sikyon. They had then a secure position, and could finish the 
eastern wall at their leisure; which they accordingly did, and then 
retired, leaving it to the confederate troops in Corinth to defend. 

This advantage, however, - a very material one, - was again 
overthrown by the expedition of the Lacedremonian king, Agesi
laus, during the same summer. At the head of a full Lacedremo
nian and Peloponnesian force, he first marched into the territory 
of Argos, and there spent some time in ravaging all the cultivated 
plain. From hence he passed over the mountain-road, by Tenea,3 

which barred ingress to, or egress from, Pcloponnesus,- Colonel Leake re· 
marks,--" The narrative of Xenophon shows the great importance of the 
Corinthian Long 'Valls in time of war. They completed a line of fortifi
cation from the summit of the Acro-Corinthns to the sea, and thus inter
cepted the most direct and easy communication from the Isthmus into 
Peloponnesus. For the rugged mountain, which borders the southern side 
of the Isthmian plain, has only two passes, -one, by the opening on the 
eastern side of Acro-Corinthus, which obliged an enemy to pass under the 
eastern side of Corinth, and was, moreover, defended by a particular kind 
of fortification, as some remains of walls still testify, - the other, along 
the shore at Cenchreire, which was also a fortified place in the hands of the 
Corinthians. Hence the importance of the pass of Cenchreire, in all ope
rations between the Peloponncsians, and an enemy without the Isthmus" 
(Leake, Travels in Morea, vol. iii, ch. xxviii, p. 254 ). 

Compare Plutarch, Aratus, c. 16; and the operations of Epaminondas as 
described by Diodorus, xv, 68. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 4, 18. D.:86vrer; 7rav o1J µ e£ µeril /,,c&ot.6yc.iv Ka2 TeK• 

Tove.iv, etc. The word 7ravo11µd shows how much they were alarmed. 
· s Thucyd. vi, 98. 

3 The words stand in the text of Xenophon,-evi'tilr; el\el-&ev vrrepf3a/,,i:!v 
Kar~ Teri av eir; Koptvi'tov. A straight march from the Argeian territory 
to Corinth could not possibly carry Agesilaus by Tegea; Kmppen proposes 
Te v €av, which I accept, as geographically suitable. I am not certain, 
however, that it is right; the Agesilaus of Xenophon has the words Karu 
Til UTeVa, 

About the probable situation of Tenea, see Colonel Leake, Travels in 
Morea, vol iii, p. 321 ; also his Peloponnesiaca, p. 400. 
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into the plain of Corinth, to the foot of the newly-repaired Long 
Walls. Here his brother Teleutias, who had recently superseded 
Herippidas as admiral in the Corinthian Gulf, came to cooperate 
with him in a joint attack, by sea and land, on the new walls an<l 
on Lechreum.1 The presence of this naval force rendered the 
Long Walls difficult to maintain, since troops could be disembarked 
in the interval between them, where the Sikyonians in the previ
ous battle had been beaten and pursued down to the sea. Agesi
laus and Teleutias were strong enough to defeat the joint force of 
the four confederated armies, and to master not only the Long 
Walls, but also the port of Lechreum,2 with its docks, and the ships 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 4, 19-iv, 8, 10, 11. 
It was rather late in the autumn of 393 n. c. that the Laced:£monian 

maritime operations in the Corinthian Gulf began, against the fleet recently 
equipped by the Corinthians out of the funds lent by Pharnabazus. First, 
the Laced::emonian Polemarchus was named admiral; he was slain, -anU. 
his secretary Pollis, who succeeded to his command, retired afterwards 
wounded. Next came Herippidas to the command, who was succeeded by 
Teleutias. Now if we allow to Herippidas a year of command (the ordi
nary duration of a Lnced:£monian admiral's appointment), and to the other 
two something less than a year, since their time was brought to an end by 
accidents,- we shall find that the appointment of Telcutias will fall in the 
spring or early summer of 391 n. c., the year of this expetlition of Agcsi
laus. 

2 Andokidcs de Pace, s. 18; Xcn. Hellen. iv, 4, 19. ITapeyivero oe aimii 
('A1·11aiAfu,>) Kat 0 ac!dtpil~ Tdwrfo, Kari). ~aAaaaav, lx<.Jv rptfipe1, 'lrepl 
ciwoeKa' Ciare µaKapi~ea{)ai avri:iv T~V µTJripa, cm rfi avrfi 1/µip(L WV l Te" e v 
o p.tv 1cara yi}v ri). TetXTJ rwv 'lrOAeµt<.JV, ooe Kari). ~aAaa

aav r<t' vaii' Kal rU. vewpia 'J·peKe. 
This last passage indicates decidedly that Lech::euro was not taken until 

this joint attack by Agesilaus and Tclcntias, And the authority of Xen
ophon on the point is superior, in my judgment, to that of Diodorus (xiv, 
86), who represents Lechrenm to have been taken in the year before, on tho 
occasion when the Lacedremonians were first admitted by treachery within 
the Long Walls. 

The passage from Aristeidcs the rhetor, referred to by 'Vesseling, Mr. 
Clinton, and others, only mentions the battle at Lechreum-mt the capture 
of the port. Xenophon also mentions a battle as having taken place close 
to Lech::eum, between the two long walls, on the occasion when Diodorns 
talks of the capturn of Lech::eum; so that Aristeides is more in harmony 
with Xenophon than with Diodorus. 

A few months prior to this joint attack of .Agesilaus and Teleutias, the 
Athenians had come with an army, and with masons and carpenters, for the 
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within them; thus breaking up the naval power of Corinth in the 
Krissrean Gulf. Lechreurn now became a permanent post of hos
tility against Corinth, occupied by a Lacedrernonian garrison, and 
occasionally by the Corinthian exiles, while any second rebuilding 
of the Corinthian Long ·walls by the Athenians became impossi
ble. . After this important success, Agesilaus returned to Sparta. 
Neither he nor his Lacedremonian hoplites, especially the Amy
klreans, were ever willingly absent from the festival of the Hya
kinthia; nor did he now disdain to take his station in the chorus,t 
under the orders of the choric conductor, for the prean in honor of 
Apollo. 

It was thus that the Long Walls, though rebuilt by the Athenians 
in the preceding year, were again permanently overthrown, and 
the road for Lacedremonian armies to march beyond tlie isth
mus once more laid open. So much were the Athenians and the 
Ilceotians alarmed at this new success, that both appear to have 

express purpose of rebuilding the Long "Walls which Praxitas had in part 
broken down. This step wonld have been both impracticahle and useless, 
if the Lacedromonians had stood then in possession of Lechroum. 

There is one passage of Xenophon, indeed, which looks as if the Lace
dremonians had been in possession of Lechroum before this expedition of the 
Athenians to reestahlish the Long 'Valls, -Abro! (the Lacedremonians) 
o' t IC TO ii A EX a lo V op µwµ eVO t 11 iJ V µop\l Kai roir TWV Kopw!Jfov 
.pvya11t, KVKA<,J 7rep1 ro ciurv Twv Koptvttfov forparefovro (iv, 4, 17). But 
whoever reads attentively the sections from 15 to 19 inclusive, will see (I 
think) thas this affirmation may well refer to a period after, and not before, 
the capture of Lechreum by Agesilaus; for it has reference to the general 
contempt shown by the Laccdremonians for the peltasts of Iphikrates, as 
contrasted with the terror displayed by the l\Iantineians and others, of these 
same peltasts. Even if this were otherwise, however, I should still say 
that the passages which I have produced above from Xenophon show plain
ly that he represents Lechreum to have heen captured by Agesilaus and 
Teleutias ; and that the other words, l" roii Aexafov opµwµevot, if they 
really implied anything inconsistent with this, must be regarded as an inac
curacy. 

I will ad(l that the chapter of Diodorus, xiv, 86, puts into one year events 
which cannot all be supposed to have taken place in that same year. 

Had Lechreum heen in possession and occupation by the Lacedremonians 
in the year preceding the joint attack by Agesilans and Teleutias, Xenophon 
would surely have mentioned it in iv, 4, 14; for it was a more important 
post than Sikyon, for acting against Corinth. 
· l Xen. Agesilaus, ii, 17. 
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become desirous of peace, and to have sent envoys to Sparta. 
The Thehans are said to have offered to recognize Orchomenus 
(which was now occupied by a Lacedremonian garrison) as autono
mous and disconnected from the Ilceotian federation ; while the 
Athenian envoys seem to have been favorably received at Sparta, 
and to have found the Lacedremonians disposed to make pea_ce on 
better terms than those which had been proposed during the late 
discussions with Tiribazus (hereafter to be noticed ;) recognizing 
the newly lmilt Athenian walls, restoring Lemnos, Imbros, and 
Skyros to Athens, and guaranteeing autonomy to each separate city 
in the Grecian world. The Athenian envoys at Sparta having 
provisionally accepted these terms, forty days were allowed for 
reference to the people of Athens; to which place Lacedremonian 
envoys were sent as formal bearers of the propositions. The .A:r
gcians and Corinthians, however, strenuously opposed the thoughts 
of peace, urging the ,Athenians to continue the war; besides which, 
it appears that many Athenian citizens thought that large restitution 
ought to have been made of Athenian property forfeited at the. endof 
the late war, and that the Thracian Chersonese ought to have been 
given back as well as the three islands. On these and other grounds, 
the Athenian people refused to sanction the recommenclation of their 
envoys; though Andokidcs, one of those envoys, in a discourse still 
extant, earnestly advised that they should accept the peace.1 

1 Our knowledge of the abortive negotiations adverted to in the text, is 
derived, patily from the thil'(l Oration of Ando kid es calleil de Pace, 
partly from a statement contained in the Argument of that Oration, and 
purporting to be borrowed from Philochorus - <l>iA6xopoi; µf.v ovv Aiyei 1<a2 
fUJeiv TO'V!: rrpfo{3eti; fK AaKeoaiµovoi;, Kat arrpa1<TOV!: aveAi9ei:v, µ~ 'lrEtaaVTO!: 
TOV 'AvOOKtOOV. 

'Vhether Philochorus had any additional grounds to rest upon, other 
than this very oration itself, may appear doubtful. But at any rate, this 
important fragment (which I ilo not see noticed among the fragments of 
Philochorus in M. Didot's collection) counts for some farther eviilence as 
to the reality of the peace proposed and discussed, but not concluded. 

Neither Xenophon nor Diodorus make any mention of such mission to 
Sparta, or discussion at Athens, as that which forms the subject of the An
dokidean oration. But on the other hand, neither of them says anything 
which goes to contradict the reality of the event; nor can we in this case 
found any strong negative inference on the mere silence of Xenophon, in 
the case of a pacific pro;osition which ultimately came to nothing. 

1 If indeed we could be certain that the oration of Andokides was genuine, 
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The war being thus continued, Corinth, though defended by a 
considerable confederate force, including Athenian hoplites under 

842 

it would of itself be sufficient to estalilish the reality of the mission to 
which it relates. It would be sullicient evidence, not only without corrobo
ration from Xenophon, but even against any contradictory statement pro
ceeding from Xenophon. But unfortunately, the rhctor Dionysius pro
nounced this oration to be spurious; which introduces a doubt and throws 
us upon the investigation of collateral probabilities. I have myself a 
decided opinion (already stated more than once), that another out of the 
four orations ascribed to Andokidcs (I mean the fourth oration, entitled 
against Alkibiadcs) is spurious; and I was inclined to the same sn•picion 
with respect to this present omtion De Pace; a su,picion which I expressed 
in a former volume (Vol. V, Ch. xlv, p. 334). But on studying over again 
with attention this oration De Pace, I find reason to retract my suspicion, 
and to believe that the oration may be genuine. It has plenty of erroneous 
allegations as to matter of fact, especially in reference to times prior to the 
battle of 1Egospotami; but not one, so far as I can detect, which conflicts 
with tlie situation to which the orator addresses himself, - nor which re
quires us to pronounce it spurious. 

Indeed, in considering this situation (which is the most important point 
to be studied when we are examining the genuineness of an oration), wo 
find a partial coincidence in Xenophon, which goes to strengthen our af
firmative confidence. One point much insisted upon in the oration is, that 
the Bmotians were anxious to make peace with Sparta, and were willing to 
relinquish Orchomenus (s. 13-20). Now Xenophon also mentions, three or 
four months afterwards, the Bceotians as being anxious for peace, and as 
sending cnYoys to Agesilaus to ask on what terms it would be granted to 
them (Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 6 ). This coincidence is of some value in refcrcnco 
to the authenticity of the oration. 

Assuming the oration to be genuine, its dnte is pretty clearly marked, 
and is rightly placed by l\lr. Fynes Clinton in 391 B. c. It was in the au
tumn or winter of that year, four years after the commencement of the war 
in Bceotia which began in 395 n. c. (s. 20). It was afler the capture of 
Lechreum, which took place in the summer of 391 n. c. - and b~fore the de
struction of the Laccdremonian mora by Iphikrates, which took place in the 
spring of 390 n. c. For Andokides emphatically intimates, that at the mo• 
ment when he spoke, not one military success had yet been obtained against 
the Lacedremonians - KaiTot rroiar nvor av eKelvot rrap' iiµwv eipi/vr" frvxov, 
el µiav µ6vov µux1Jv iirriJi'fTJ<rav; (s.19). Thiscouldneverhave 
been said after the destruction of the Laccdremonian mora, which made so 
profound a sensation throughout Greece, and so greatly altered the temper 
of the contending parties. And it seems to me one proof (among others) 
that Mr. Fynes Clinton has not placed correctly the events subsequent to 
the battle of Corinth, when I observe that he assigns the destruction of the 
mora to the year 392 B. c., a year before the date which he rightly allots _to 
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Kallias, and peltasts under Iphikrates, became much pressed by 
the hostile posts at Lechreum as well as at Krommyon and Sidus, 
-and by its own exiles as the most active of all enemies. Still, 
however, there remained the peninsula and the fortification of 
Peirreum as an undisturbed shelter for the Corinthian servants 
and cattle, and a source of subsistence for the city. Pcirreum was 
an inland post north-east of Corinth, in the centre of that penin
sula which separates the two innermost recesses of the Krissrean 
Gulf,-the bay of Lcchreum on its south-west, the bay calledAI
kyonis, between Kreusis and Olmire (now Psatho Bay), on its 
north-east. Across this latter bay Corinth communicated easily, 
through Peirreum and the fortified port of CEnoe, with Kreusis the 
port of Thespire in Breotia.I The Corinthian exiles now prevailed 
upon Agesilaus to repeat his invasion of the territory, partly in 
order that they might deprive the city of the benefits which it de
rived from Pcirreum, - partly in order that they might also 
appropriate to themselves the honor of celebrating the Isthmian 
games, which were just approaching. The Spartan king accord
ingly marched forth, at the head of a force composed of Lacedre
monians and of the Peloponnesian allies, first to Lechreum, and 
thence to the Isthmus, specially so called ; that is, the sacred pre
cinct of Poseidon near Schrenus on the Saronie Gulf, at the nar
rowest breadth of the Isthmus, where the biennial Isthmian 
festival was celebrated. 

It was the month of April, or beginning of 1\Iay, and the festi
val had actually begun, under the presidency of the Corinthians 
from the city who were in alliance with Argos; a body of Ar
geians being present as guards.2 But on the approach of Agesi

the Anuokidcan oration. I have placed (though upon other grounds) the 
destruction of the mora in the spring of 390 n. c., which receives additional 
confinn,1tion from this passage of Andokides. 

Both Valckenacr and Sluiter (Leet. Andocid. c. x,) consider the oration 
of Andoki(les de Pace as genuine; Taylor and other critics hold the con
trary opiniou. 

1 Xen. Agcsil. ii, 18. 
2 Xcn. Hellen. iv, 5, 1 ; Plutarch, Agesil. c. 21. 
Xenophon, who writes his history in the style and language of a partisan, 

says that "the .Argeiaris celebrated the festival, Corinth having now become 
.Argos." But it seems plain that the truth was as I have stated in the text, 
- and that the Argeians stood by (with others of the confederates probably 
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Jaus, they immediately retired to the city by the road to Ken
chrere, leaving their sacrifices half-finished. Not thinking fit to 
disturb their retreat, Agesilaus proceeded first to offer sacrifice 
himself, and then took a position close · at hand, in the sacred 
ground of Po:ieidon, while the Corinthian exiles went through the 
solemnities in due form, and distributed the parsley wreaths to the 
victors. After remaining three days, Agesilaus marched away to 
attack Peirreum. Ile had no sooner departed, than the Corinthi
ans from the city came forth, celebrated the festival and distributed 
the wreaths a second time. 

Peirreum was occupied by so numerous a guard, comprising I phi
hates and his peltasts, that Agesilaus, instead of directly attack
ing it, resorted to the stratagem of making a sudden retrograde 
march directly towards Corinth. Probably, many of the citizens 
were at that moment absent for the second celebration of the festi
val ; so that those remaining within, on hearing of the approach 
of Agesila.us, apprehended a plot to betray the city to him, and 
sent in haste to Peirreum to summon back I1ihikrates with his pel
tasts. Having learned that these troops had passed by in the 

also) to protect the Corinthians of the city in the exercise of their usual 
priYilcge; just as Agcsilaus, immediately afterwards, stood by to protec$ 
the Corinthian exiles while they were doing the same thing. 

The Isthmian games were trieti!ric, that is, celebrated in every alternate 
year; in one of the sp1~ng months, about April or perhaps the beginning of 
May (the Greek months being lunar, no one of them woulcl coincide regu
larly with any one of our calendar months, year after year); ancl in the 
second and fo111th Olympic years. From Thucydides, viii, 9, IO, we know 
that this fcstirnl was celebrated in April 412 B. c.; that is, towards the end 
of the fourth year of Olympiad 91, about two or three months before tho 
festival of Olympiad 92. 

Dodwell (De Cyclis Diss. vi, 2, just cited), Corsini, (Diss. Agonistic. iv, 
3), and Schneider in his note to this passage of Xenophon, - all state the 
Isthmian games to have been celebrated in the first and third Olympic 
years; which is, in my judgment, a mistake. Dodwell erroneously states 
the Isthmian games mentioned in Thucydides, viii, 9, to have been celebrated 
at the beginning of Olympiad 92, instead of the fourth quarter of the fourth 
year of Olympiad 91; a mistake pointed out by Kruger (ad loc.) as well as 
by Poppo and Dr. Amold; although the argnmentation of the latter, founded 
upon the time of the Lacedremonian festival of the Hyakinthia, is extremely 
uncertain. It is a still more strange idea of Dodwell, that the Isthmian 
games were celebrated at the same time as the Olympic games (Annal. 
Xenoph. ad ann. 392). 
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night, Agesilaus forthwith again turned his course and marched 
back to Peirreum, which he himself approached by the ordinary 
road, coasting round along the bay of Lechreum, near the Therma, 
or warm springs, which are still discernible ; I while he sent a 
mora or division of troops to get round the place by a mountain
road more in the interior, ascending some woody heights command
ing the town, and crowned by a temple of Poseidon.2 The 
movement was quite effectual. The garrison and inhabitants of 
Peirreum, seeing that the place had become indefensible, aban
doned it the next day with all their cattle and property, to take 
refuge in the Herreum, or sacred ground of Here Akrrea near the 
western cape of the peninsula. ·while Agesilaus marched thither 
towards the coast in pursuit of them, the troops descending from 
the heights attacked and captured ffinoe,3 - the Corinthian town 
of that name situated near the Alkyonian bay over against Kreu
sis in Bceotia. A large booty here fell into their hands, which 
was still farther augmented by the speedy surrender of all in the 
Herreum to Agesilaus, without conditions. Called upon to de
termine the fate of the prisoners, among whom were included men, 

• See Ulrichs, Reisen und Forschungen in Griechcnland, chap. i, p. 3. 
The modem village and port of Lutr<l.ki derives its name from these warm 
springs, which arc quite close to it and close to the sea, at the foot of the 
mountain of Perachora or Peirreum; on the side of the bay opposite to 
Lechroum, but near the point where the level ground constituting the Isth
mus (properly so-called), ends,-and where the rocky or mountainous 
region, forming the westernmost portion of Geraneia (or the peninsula of 
Peirreum), begins. The language of Xenophon, therefore, when he comes 
to describe the back-march of .Agesilaus is perfectly accurate, - 7/0TJ r5' EiC· 
1mrepaK0Tor avTOV TU ttepµil lr TO ir;\,an) TOV Aqafov, etc. (iv, 5, 8). 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 4. 
Xenophon here recounts how Agcsilaus sent up ten men with fire in 

pans, to enable those on the heights to make fires and warm themselves ; 
the night being very cold and rainy, the situation very high, and the troops 
not having come out with blankets or warm covering to protect them. They 
kindled large fires, and the neighboring temple of Poseidon was accident· 
ally burnt. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 5. 
This CEnoe must not be confounded with the Athenian town of that 

name, which lav on the frontiers of Attica towards Breotia. 
So also the t~wu of Peirreum here noticed must not be confounded with 

another Pcirreum, which was also in the Corinthian territory, but on the· 
Saronic Gulf, and on the frontiers of Epidaurus (Thucyd. viii, 10). 

15* 
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women, ru1d children, - freemen and slaves, - with cattle and 
other property, -Agesilaus ordered that all those who had taken 
part in the massacre at Corinth, in the market-place, should be 
handed over to the vengeance of the exiles ; and that all the rest 
should be sold as slaves.I Though he did not here inflict any 
harder measure than was usual in Grecian warfare, the reader who 
reflects that this sentence, pronounced by one on the whole more 
generous than most contemporary commanders, condemned num
bers of free Corinthian men and women to a life of degradation, 
if not of misery, - will understand by contrast the encomiums 
with which in my last volume I set forth the magnanimity of Kal
likratidas after the capture of l\Icthymna; when Ee refused, in 
spite of the importunity of his allies, to sell either the Methym
mean or the Athenian captives,-and when he proclaimed the ex
alted principle, that no free Greek should be sold into slavery by 
any permission of his.2 

As the Lacedremonians had been before masters of Lcchreum, 
Krommyon, and Sidus, this last success shut up Corinth on its 
other side, and cut off its communication with Boootia. The city 
not being in condition to hold out much longer, the exiles already 
began to lay their plans for surprising it by aid of friends within.3 
So triumphant was the position of Agesilaus, that his enemies were 
all in alarm, and the Thebans, as well as others, sent fresh envoys 
to him to solicit peace. His antipathy towards the Thebans was 
so vehement, that it was a great personal satisfaction to him to see 
them thus humiliated. He even treated their envoys with marked 
contempt, affecting not to notice them when they stood close by, 
though Pharax, the proxcnus of Thebes at Sparta, was preparing 
to introduce them. 

Absorbed in this overweening pride and exultation over con
quered enemies, Agesilaus was sitting in a round pavilion, on the 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 5-8. 
· 1 Xen. Hellen. i, 5, 14. See Vol. VIII, Ch. lxiv, p. 165 of this History. 

The sale of pri;;oncrs here directed by Agesilaus belies the encomiums of 
his biographers (Xen. Agesil. vii, 6; Corne!. Nep. Agcsil. c. 5). 

3 Xen. Agesil. vii, 6 ; Cornelius Ncpos, Ages. c. 5. 
The story of Polyreuus (iii, 9, 45) may perhaps refer to this point of time. 

But it is rare that we can verify his anecdotes or those of the other Tactic 
writers. M. Rehdantz stri vcs in vain to find proper places for the sixty
three different stratagems which Polyrenns ascribes to Iphlkrates. 
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banks of the lake adjoining the Ilerreum,1 -with his eyes fixed 
on the long train of captives brought out under the guard of armed 
Laeedmmonian hoplites, themselves the object of admiration to a 
crowd of 1'peetators,2 - when news arrived, as if under the special 
intervention of retributive Nemesis, which changed unexpectetlly 
the prospect of affairs.3 A horseman was seen galloping up, his 
horse foaming with sweat. To the many inquiries addressed, he 
returned no answer, nor did he stop until he sprang from his horse 
at the feet of Agcsilaus ; to whom, with sorrowful tone and fea
tures, he made his communication. Immediately Agesilaus started 
up, seized his spear, and desirctl the herald to summon his princi
pal officers. On their coming near, he dircctetl them, together with 
the guards around, to accompany him without a moment's delay; 
leaving orders with the general body of the troops to follow as 
soon as they should have snatched some rapid refreshment. Ile 
then immetliatcly put himself in march; but he had not gone far 
when three fresh horsemen met and informed him, that the tru;k 
which he was hastening to perform had already been accomplished. 
Upon this he ordered a halt and returnetl to the Ilerreum ; where 
on the ensuing tlay, to countervail the bad news, he sold all his 
captives by auction.4 

This bad news, - the arrival of which has been so graphically 

1 This Lake is now called Lake Vuliasmcni. Considerable ruins were 
noticed by M. Dutroyat, in the recent French survey, near its western ex
trnmity; on whieh side it adjoins the temple of Here Akrrea, or the Ilerre
um. See M. Bol>hye, Recherches Gcographiqucs sur !cs Ruines de la 
Moree, p. 36; and Colonel Leake's Peloponnesiaca, p. 399. 

• Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 6. 
Twv oe AaKccla11lln•iwv <iITo TWV OITALJV avv Toir ilopa<JL nap1JKOAovi'tovv </Jv

AaKe, TWV alxµai.wrwv, µhi.a VITO TWV ITapOVTLJV i'tewpOVfLEVOL. oi yup evrux· 
ovvur 1w1 Kparuvvur l«i ITwr U.~ioi'tforoi voKovaiv civai. "En cle Kai't11ftivov 
To ii 'Ayr;aii.uov, Kat lo<Ko•o> U.yaAAOfteV't' Toi, ITeITpayµ€voir, !rrITcvr nr npo
a~l.avve, mt µ{,Aa Iaxvpwr lopoi•vn T{i> trrIT{i>· vITil ITol.Awv <le lpwTwflcvor, &,n 
uyyel.il.01, OVOcvl UITeKpivaTo, etc. 

It is interesting to murk in Xenophon the mixture of Philo-Laconian 
complucenry,- of philosophical reflection, - and of that care in bringing 
out the contrast of good fortune, with sudden reverse instantly following 
upon it, which forms so constant a point of effect with Grecian poets and 
historians. 

3 Plutarch, Agesil. c. 22. faai'te <le npciyµa V<fltl11/Tilv, etc. 

4 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 7-9. 
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described by Xenophon, himself probably among the bystanders 
and companions of Agesilaus,-was nothing less than the defeat 
and destruction of a Laced::cmonian mora or military division by 
the light troops under Iphikrates. As it was an understood privi
lege of the Amykhean hoplites in the Lacedremonian army always 
to go home, even when on actual service, to the festival of the 
Hyakinthia, Agesilaus had left all of them at Lechreum. The fes
tival day being now at hand, they set off to return. But the road 
from Lechreum to Sikyon lay immediately under the walls of 
Corinth, so that their march was not safe without an escort. Ac
cordingly the polemarch commanding at Lech::cum, leaving that 
place for the time under watch by the Peloponnesian allies, put 
himself at the head of the Laced::cmonian mora which formed the 
habitual garrison, consisting of six hundred hoplites, and of a rnora 
of cavalry (number unknown)-to protect the Amyklreans until 
they were out of danger from the enemy at Corinth. Having 
passed by Corinth, and reached a point within about three miles 
of the friendly town of Sikyon, he thought the danger over, and 
turned back with his rnora of hoplitcs to Lcclueum ; still, how
ever, leaving the officer of cavalry with orders to accompany the 
Amykl::eans as much farther as they might choose, and afterwards 
to follow him on the return march.I 

Though the Amyklreans (probably not very numerous) were 
presumed to be in danger of attack from Corinth in their march, 
and though the force in that town was known to be considerable, 
it never occurred to the Laced::cmonian polemarch that there was 
any similar danger for his own rnora of six hundred hoplitcs; so 
contemptuous was his estimate of the peltasts, and so strong was 
the apprehension which these peltasts were known to entertain of 
the Laced::cmonians. But Iphikrates, who had let the whole body 
march by undisturbed, when he now saw from the walls of Corinth 
the six hundred hoplites returning separately, without either cav
alry or light troops, conceived the idea, - perhaps, in the existing 
state of men's minds, no one else would have conceived it, - of 
attacking them with his peltasts as they repassed near the town. 
Kallias, the general of the Athenian hoplites in Corinth, warmly 
seconding the project, marched out his troops, and arrayed them 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 11, 12. 
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in battle order not far from the gates; while Iphikrates with his 
peltasts began his attack upon the Laccdremonian mora in flanks 
and rear. Approaching within missile distance, he poured upon 
them a shower of darts and arrows, which killed or wounded sev
eral, especially on the unshielded side. Upon this the polemarch 
ordered a halt, directed the youngest soldiers to drive off the 
assailants, and confided the wounded to the care of attendants to 
be ca1Tied forward to Lcchreum.1 But even the youngest soldiers, 
encumbered by their heavy shields, could not reach their nimbler 
enemies, who were trained to recede before them. And when, 
after an unavailing pursuit, they sought to resume their places in 
the ranks, the attack was renewed, so that nine or ten of them 
were slain before they could get back. Again <lid the polemarch 
give orders to march forward ; again the peltasts renewed their 
attack, forcing him to halt ; again he ordered the younger soldiers 
(this time, all those between eighteen and thirty-three years of 
age, whereas on the former occasion, it had been those between 
eighteen and twenty-eight) to rush out and drive them off.2 But 
the result was just the same: the pursuers accomplished nothing, 
and only suffered increased loss of their bravest and most forward 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 14. Tovrov, µev lx:eli.evov Toi>, inraa11:u1Ta( upaµi
VOV( urro~ipetv l, Aixawv· OVTOl tea~ µ6vot Ti/• µ6pa, T~ uli.rr&eiv
tati\JT}aav. 

We have here a remarkable expression of Xenophon, - "These were the 
only men in the morn who were really and truly saved." He means, I pre
sume, that they were the only men who were saved without the smallest 
loss of honor; being carried off wounded from the field of battle, and not 
having fled or deserted their posts. The others who survived, preserved 
themselves by flight; antl we know that the treatment of those Lacedromo
nians who ran away from the field ( oi Tpiaavrer), on their return to Sparta, 
was insupportably humiliating. See Xenoph. Rep. Laced. ix, 4; Plutarch, 
Agcsil. e. 30. "\Ve may gather from these words of Xenophon, that a dis
tinction was really made at Sparta between tlrn treatment of these wounded 
men here car~ricd off, and that of the other survivors of the beaten mora. 

The vrraarriarat, or shicltl-bearcrs, were, probably, a certain number of 
attendants, who habitually carried the shields of the officers (compare Xen. 
Hellen. iv, S, 39; Anab. iv, 2, 20), persons of importance, and rich hoplitcs. 
It seems hardly to be presumed that every hoplite hall an vrraarriarrg, in 
spite of what we read about the attendant Helots at the battle of Platroa 
(Herod. ix, 10-29) and in other places. 

2 Xcn. Hellen. iv, 5, 15, 16. TU oiKa ucp' fif3TJ~-Ta 1!"EVTetcaicletca u<fi fif3TJ~. 
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soldiers, when they tried to rejoin the main body. 1Vbenever the 
Lacedremonians attempted to make progress, these circumstances 
were again repeated, to their great loss and discouragement; 
while the peltasts became every moment more confident and 
vigorous. 

Some relief was now afforded to the distressed mora by the 
coming up of their cavalry, which had finished the escort of 
the Amyklreans. Had this cavalry been with them at the begin
ning, the result might have been different; but it was now in
sufficient to repress the animated assaults of the peltasts. l\Iore
over, the Lacedremonian horsemen were at no time very good, 
nor did they on this occasion venture to push their pursuit to 
a greater range than the younger hoplites could keep up with 
them. At length, after much loss in killed and wounded, and 
great distress to all, the polemarch contrived to get his detach
ment as far as an eminence about a quarter of a mile from 
the sea and about two miles from Lechreum. Here, while Iphi
krates still continued to harass them with his peltasts, Kallias 
also was marching up with his hoplites to charge them hand to 
hand, -when the Lacedremonians, enfeebled in numbers, ex
hausted in strength, and too much dispirited for close fight with a 
new enemy, broke and fled in all directions. Some took the road 
to Lechreum, which place a few of them reached, along with the 
cavalry; the rest ran towards the sea at the nearest point, and 
observing that some of their friends were rowing in boats from 
Lechreum along the shore to rescue them, threw themselves into 
the sea, to wade or swim towards this new succor. But the active 
peltasts, irresistible in the pursuit of broken hoplites, put the last 
hand to the destruction of the unfortunate rnora. Out of its full mus
ter of six hundred, a very small proportion survived to reenter 
Lechreum.1 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 17. 
Xenophon affirms the number of slain to have been about two hundred 

and fifty-lv 'TrUUatr OE Tair µu;r_atr /<a~ Tfj if>vyfj (mf:{)aVOV 7rep2 7reVT~KOVTa 
Ka~ otaKouiovr. But he had before distinctly stated that the whole mora 
marching back to Lechreum under the polemarch, was six hundred in ntnn
ber- 6 µev 7ro/..i:µap;ror uiiv roir oITA.iratr, ofotv wr tgaKouiotr, imfiet ITaAtv 
e7r2 ril Aix.atov (iv. 5, 12). And it is plain, from several different expres
sions, that all of them were slain, excepting a very few survivors. 

I think it certain, therefore, that one or other of these two numbers is er
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The horseman who first communicated the disaster to Agesilaus, 
had started off express immediately from Lecl1amm, even before 
the bodies of the slain had been picked up for burial. The hur
ried movement of Agesilaus had been dictated by the desire of 
reaching the field in time to contend for the possession of the 
bodies, and to escape the shame of soliciting the burial-truce. But 
the three horsemen who met him afterwards, arrested his course by 
informing him that the bodies had already been buried, under truce 
asked and obtained ; which authorized Iphikrates to erect his well
earned trophy on the spot where he had first made the attack.l 

Such a destruction of an entire division of Laccdremonian hop
lites, by light troops who stood in awe of them and whom they 
despised, was an incident, not indeed of great political importance, 
but striking in respect of military effect and impression upon the 
Grecian mind. Nothing at all like it had occurred since the 
memorable capture of Sphakteria, thirty-five years before; a disas
ter less considerable in one respect, that the number of hoplites 
beaten was inferior by one-third,- but far more important in 
another respect, that half the division had surrenderecl as prison
ers; whereas in the battle near Corinth, though the whole mora 
(except a few fugitives) perished, it docs not seem that a single 
prisoner was taken. Upon the Corinthians, Breotians, and other 
enemies of Sparta., the event operated as a joyous encouragement, 
reviving them out of all their previous despondency. Even by 
the allies of Sparta, jealous of her superiority and bound to 
her by fear more than by attachment, it was welcomed with 
ill-suppressed satisfaction. But upon the army of Agesilaus (and 
doubtless upon the Lacedremonians at home) it fell like a sudden 
thunderbolt, causing the strongest manifestations of sorrow and 

roneous; either the original aggregate of six hundred is above the truth, 
or the total of slain, two hundred and fifty, is below the truth. Now the 
latter supposition appears to me by far the more probable of the two. The 
Lacedremonians, habitually secret and misleading in their returns of their 
own numbers (see Thucyd. v, 74), probably did not choose to admit publicly 
a greater total of slain than two hundred and fifty. Xenophon has inserted 
this in his history, forgetting that his own details of the battle refuted the 
numerical statement. The total of six hundred is more probable, than any 
smaller number, for the entire mora; and it is impossililc to assign any rea
sons why Xenophon should overstate it. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 8-10. 
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sympathy. To these manifestations there was only one exception, 
- the fathers, brothers, or sons of the slain warriors; who not 
only showed no sorrow, but strutted about publicly with cheerful 
and triumphant countenances, like victorious athletes.I 1Ve shall 
find the like phenomenon at Sparta a few years subsequently, after 
the far more terrible defeat at Leuktra; the relatives of the slain 
were joyous and elate, - those of the survivors, downcast and 
mortified; 2 a fact strikingly characteristic both of the intense 
mental effect of the Spartan training, and of the peculiar associa
tions which it generated. 1Ve may understand how terrible was 
the contempt which awaited a Spartan who survived defeat, when 
we find fathers positively rejoicing that their sons had escaped 
such treatment by death. 

Sorely was Agesilaus requited for his supercilious insult towards 
the Theban envoys. When he at last consented to see them, after 
the news of the battle, their tone was completely altered. They 
said not a word about peace, but merely asked permission to pass 
through and communicate with their countrymen in Corinth. "I 
understand your purpose (said Agesilaus, smiling),- you want 
to witness the triumph of your friends, and see what it is worth. 
Come along with me, and I will teach you." Accordingly, on the 
next day, he caused them to accompany him while he marched his 
army up to the very gates of Corinth, - defying those within to 
come out and fight. The lands had been so ravaged, that there 
remained little to destroy. Ilut wherever there were any fruit
trees yet standing, the Lacedremonians now cut theni down. Iphi
krates was too prudent to compromise his recent advantage by 
hazarding a second battle ; so that Agesilaus had only the sat
isfaction of showing that he was master of the field, and then 
retired to encamp· at Lechreum; from whence he sent back the 
Theban envoys by sea to Kreusis. Having then left a fresh mora 
or division at Lechreum, in place of that which had been defeated, 

Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 10. 'Are oi: U.fj{}ovr; Totr; AaKeVatµoviotr; yeyev11µiv11r: 
rijr; roiavr~r; uvµ¢iopur;, TrOAv Trf.v{}or; ~v Kara Til AaK(.,)VtKov urp[irevµa, 1l"A~v 
Q<f(.,)V trt{}vauav ev ")(_W(>(l i; vlol i;Trariper;i;U.oeA.g>of.· OVTOt oi:, i:Ju-;rep vt
KTJ¢'6pot, 'AaµTrpol Kai U.yaA.A.6µevot r<;i oltcdc,> Tra{}ei Trept
?Jeuav. 

If any reader objects to tho words which I have used in the text, I request 
him to compare them with the Greek of Xenophon. 

• Xen Hellen. vi, 4, 16. 

I 



353 SUCCESSES OF IPIIlKRATES. 

he marched back to Sparta. But the circumstances of the march 
betrayed his real feelings, thinly disguised by the recent bravado 
of marching up to the gates of Corinth. He feared to expose his 
Lacedremonian troops even to the view of those allies through 
whose territory he was to pass; so well was he aware that the 
latter (especially the 1\Iantineians) would manifest their satisfac
tion at the recent defeat. Accordingly, he commenced his day's 
march before dawn, and did not halt for the night till after dark; 
at 1\Iantineia, he not only did not halt at all, but passed by, outside 
of the walls, before day had broken.I There cannot be a more 
convincing proof of the real dispositions of the allies towards 
Sparta, and of the sentiment of compulsion which dictated their 
continued adherence; a fact which we shall see abundantly illus
trated as we advance in the stream of the history. 

The retirement of Agesilaus was the signal for renewed enter
prise on the part of Iphikrates ; who retook Sidus and Krommyon, 
which had been garrisoned by J>raxitas, - as well as J>eirreum and 
CEnoe, which had been left under occupation by Agesilaus. Co
rinth was thus cleared of enemies on its eastern and north-eastern 
sides. And though the Lacedremonians still carried on a desultory 
waifare from Lechreum, yet such was the terror impressed by the 
late destruction of their mora, that the Corinthian exiles at Siky
on did not venture to march by land from that place to Lechreum, 
under the walls of Corinth, -but communicated with Lechreum 
only by sea.2 In truth, we hear of no farther serious military 
operations undertaken by Sparta against Corinth, before the peace 
of Antalkidas. And the place became so secure, that the Corin
thian leaders and their Argeian allies were glad to dispense with 
the presence of Iphikrates. That officer had gained so much 
glory by his recent successes, which the Athenian orators3 even in 
the next generation never ceased to extol, that his temper, natural
ly haughty, became domineering; and he tried to procure, either 
for Athens or for himself, the mastery of Corinth, - putting to 
death some of the philo-Argeian leaders. "\Ve know these cir
cumstances only by brief and meagre allusion; but they caused 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 16. 9 Xen. Hellen. iv, 5, 19. 
3 Dcmosthenes-7rept 'Zvvra~eCJ~-c. 8, p. 172. 
VOL. IX. 23oc. 
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the Athenians to recall Iphikrates with a large portion of his pel
tasts, and to send Chabrias to Corinth in his place.I 

It was either in the ensuing summer, - or perhaps immediately 
afterwards during the same summer,- 390 B. c., that Agesilaus un
dertook an expedition into Akarnania; at the instance of the Achm
ans,who threatened, if this were not done, to forsake the Lacedremo
nian alliance. They had acquired possession of the ..1Etolian dis
trict of Kalydon, had brought the neighboring villagers into a 
city residence, and garrisoned it as a dependence of the Achrean 
confederacy. But the Akarnanians, - allies of Athens as well 
rui Thebes, and aided by an Athenian squadron at CEniad::e,
attacked them there, probably at the invitation of a portion of 
the inhabitants, and pressed them so har<l, tliat they employed the 
most urgent instances to obtain aid from Sparta. Agesilaus crossed 
the Gulf at Ilhium with a consideraLle force of SpartaI1s and al
lies, and the full muster of the Achreans. On his an-ival the Akar
nanians all took refuge in their cities, sending their cattle up into 
the interior highlands, to the borders of a remote lake. Agesilaus, 
having sent to Stratus to require them not merely to forbear hos
tilities against the Ach::cans, but to relinquish their alliance with 
Athens and Thebes, an<l to become allies of Sparta, - found his 
demands resiste<l, and began to lay waste the country. Two or 
three days of operations designedly slack, were employed to lull 
the Akarnanians into security; after which, by a rapi<l forced 
march, Agesilaus suddenly surprised the remote spot in which 
their cattle and slaves had been deposited for safety. He spent a 
day here to sell this booty; merchants, probably, accompanying 
his army. But he had considerable difficulty in his return march, 
from the narrow paths and high mountains through which he had 
to thread his way. By a series of brave and well-combined hill
movements,-which, probably, reminded Xenophon of his own 
operations against the Karduchians in the retreat of the Ten
Thousand, - he defeated and dispersed the Akarnanians, though 
not without suffering considerably from the excellence of their 
light troops. Yet he was not successful in his attack upon any 

1 Dioclor. xiv, 92; Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 34. 
Aristcicles (Panathen. p. 168) boasts that the Athenians were masters of 

the Acro-Corinthm, ancl might have kept the city as their own, but that 
they generously refused to do so. 
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one of their cities, nor would he consent to prolong t11e war until 
seed-time, notwithstanding earnest solicitation from the Achreans, 
whom he pacified by engaging to return the next spring. Ile was, 
indeed, in a difficult and dangerous country, had not his retreat 
been facilitated by the compliance of the .ZEtolians; who calculated 
(though vainly) on obtaining from him the recovery of :Naupaktus, 
then held (as well as Kalydon) by the Achreans.1 Partial as the 
success of this expedition had been, however, it inflicted sufficient 
damage on the Akarnanians to accomplish its purpose. On learn
ing that it was auout to be repeated in the ensuing spring, they 
sent envoys to S]Jarta to solicit peace; consenting to abstain from 
hostilities against the Achreans, and to enrol themselves as mem
bers of the Lacedremonian confcdcracy.2 

It was in this same year that the Spartan authorities resolved 
on an expedition against Argos, of which Agesipolis, the other 
king, took the command. Having found the Lorder sacrifices fa
vorable, and crossed the frontier, he sent forward his army to 
Phlius, where the Peloponnesian allies were ordered to assemule; 
but he himself first turned aside to Olympia, to consult the oracle 
of Zeus. 

It had been the practice of the Argcians, seemingly on more 
than one previous occasion,3 when an invading Laccdremonian 
army was approaching their territory, to meet them by a solemn 
message, intimating that it was the time of some festival (the Kar
neian, or other) held sacred by both parties, and warning them not 
to violate the frontier during the holy truce. This was in point 
of fact nothing better than a fraud; for the notice was sent, not at 
the moment when the Karneian festival (or other, as the case 
might be) ought to come on according to the due course of seasons, 
but at any time when it might serve the purpose of arresting a 
Lacedremonian invasion. But though the duplicity of the Arge
ians was thus manifest, so strong were the pious scruples of the 
Spartan king, that he could hardly make up his mind to disregard 
the warning. Moreover, in the existing confusion of the calendar, 
there was always room for some uncertainty as to the question, 

1 Diodor. xv, 73. 2 Xen. Hellen. iv, 6, 1-U; iv, 7, l. 
Xen. Hellen. iv, 7, 3. Ol o' 'Apyei:oi, l-rrel lyvc.Jaav ov OVV1/0'0flEVOL Kc.J

Aveiv, lrreµ'ljiav, wO' rr ep el w'9 ea av, lare<f>avc.Jµtvov' cli!o KqpvKa>, imo<f>€
povrac O"rrovclu1:. 

3 



856 

I 

IIISTORY OF GREECE. 

which was the true Karneian moon ; no Dorian state Laving any 
right to :fix it imperatively for the others, as the Eleians :fixed the 
Olympic truce, and the Corinthians the Isthmian. It was with a 
view to satisfy his conscience on this suLject that Agcsipolis now 
went to Olympia, and put the question to the oracle of Zeus,
whether he might with a safe religious conscience refuse to accept 
the holy truce, if the Argeians should now tender it. The oracle, 
habitually dexterous in meeting a specific question with a general 
reply, informed him, that he might with a safe conscience decline 
a truce demanded wrongfully and for underhand purposes.I This 

Xen. Hellen. iv, 7, 2. ·o oe 'Ay17ai7roA.1r-tl.fJwv el~ Ti';v 'O?.vµr.iav Ka2 
XP1JGT1}pta~oµevor, lr.17pwTa TOV fJeiiv, el vale.Jr il:v txoi aim;;, µi'; oe;i:oµiv<,J Tur 
0'7rOVOar TWV 'Apyelc,;v· 0Te OVX, 07r0 Te Kaff 17 KO t 0 XPO Vor cLAA' 
oTroTe tµ(3aA.A.etv µeA.A.otev AaKeoaiµ6viot, TOTe vTrirpepov 
T 0 iJ r µ i'J Va f. '0 Oe ffeor faea~µatvev avr{iJ, oawv elvat µi'; clq:oµf.v<,J 
uTrovoar uOtKwf tmrpepOftivar. 'EKetffev o' evfJvr 7rOpev{h1r elr ~eA.¢ovr, lr.~
peTo av TOV ,ATroAAw, el KUKelV<,J OOKOl'[J 7rep1 TWV a7rovclwv, Ka{)ar.ep T(/J Trarpi. 
'0 o' a7reKpivaro, Ka l µa Aa Ka TU Ta VTa. 

I have given in the text what I believe to be the meaning of the words 
v7rorpipeiv Tovr µi')var,-upon which Schneider has a long and not very in
structive note, adopting an untenable hypothesis of Dodwell, that the Ar
geians on this occasion appealed to the sanctity of the Isthmian truce; 
which is not countenanced by anything in Xenophon, and which it belonged 
to the Corinthians to announce, not to the Argeians. The plural Tovr µ~var 
indicates (as "\Yciske and Manso understand it) that the Argeians some
times put forward the name of one festival, sometimes of another. We 
may be pretty sure that the Karncian festival was one of them; but what 
the others were, we cannot tell. It is very probable that there were several 
festh·als of common obligation either among all the Dorians, or between 
Sparta and Argos - Trarp<(xivr Tivar ar.ovoar lK TraA.aiov KafJearwaar Toir 
A<Jptevat 7rpor uA.A~A.ovr,- to use the language of Pausanias (iii, 5, 6). 
The language of Xenophon implies that the demand made by the Argeians, 
for observance of the Holy Truce, was in itself rightful, or rather, that it 
would have been rightful at a different season; but that they put themselves 
in the V.Tong by making it at an improper season and for a fraudulent po
litical purpose. 

For some remarks on other fraudulent manreuvres of the Argeians, re
specting the season of the Karneian truce, see Vol. VII. of this History, 
Ch. lvi, p. 66. The compound verb v7rorpipetv Tovr µ~var seems to im
ply the underhand purpose with which the Argeians preferred their demand 
of the truce. What were the previous occasions on which they had pre
ferred a similar demand, we are not informed. Two years before, Agesilans 
had invaded and laid waste Argos; perhaps they may have tried, but with· 
out success, to arrest his march by a similar pious fraud. 

http:Ka{)ar.ep
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was accepted. by Agesipolis as a satisfactory affirmative~ Never-· 
theless, to make assurance doubly sure, he went dircclly forward to 
Delphi, to put the same question to Apollo. As it would have 
been truly embarrassing, however, if the two holy replies had turned 
out such as to contradict each other, he availed himself of the 
pra:Judiciuni which he had already received at Olympia, and sub
mitted the question to Apollo at Delphi in this form: "Is thine 
opinion on the question of the holy truce, the same as that of thy 
father (Zeus) ? " "J\Iost decidedly the same," replied the god. 
Such double warranty, though the appeal was so drawn up as 
scarcely to leave to Apollo freedom of speech,1 enabledAgesipolis 
to return with full confidence to Phlius, where his army was al
ready mustered; and to march immediately into the Argeian ter
ritory by the road of Nemea. Being met on the frontier by two 
heralJ.s with wreaths and in solemn attire, who warned him that it 
was a season of holy truce, he informed them that the gods authorized 
his disobedience to their summons, and marched on into the Argeian 
plain. 

It happened that on the first evening after he had crossed the 
border, the supper and the consequent libation having been just 
concluJ.ed, an earthquake occurred; or, to translate the Greek 
phrase," the god (Poseidon) shook." To all Greeks, and to Lace
dremonians especially, this was a solemn event, and the personal 
companions of Agesipolis immediately began to sing the prean in 
honor of Poseidon ; the general impression among the soldiers 
being, that he would give orders for quitting the territory imme
diately, as Agis had acted in the invasion of Elis a few years be-

It is to this proceeding, perhaps, that Andokides alludes (Or. iii, De Pace, 
s. 2i), where he says that the Argcirins, though strenuous in insisting that 
Athens should help them to carry on the war for the possession of Corinth 
against the Laccdremonians, had nevertheless made a separate peace with 
the latter, covering their own Argeian territory from invasion - avrot O' loii;i 

elp~v11v 1rot71rraµevo1 r1/v xwpav ov 7rapixovrrtv tµ7ro°Aeµeiv. Of this obscure 
passage I can give no better explanation. 

1 Aristote!. Hhetoric. ii, 23. 'Hy~rrt7!'iror tv iiel.~oir e7!'71pwrn riiv -&eiiv, 
uxp11µivor 7rp6repov '0/.vµiru"irriv, el avr<i> ravru ooKei, U7!'Ep r<i> 7!'arpt, ., ~ 
alrrxpilv llv ruvavra el'1relv. 

A similar story, about the manner of putting the question to Apollo at 
Delphi, after it had already been put to Zeus at Dodona, is told about .Age
silaus on another occasion (Plutarch, Apophth. Lacon. p. 208 F.). 

http:concluJ.ed
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fore. Perhaps Agesipolis would have done the same here, constru
ing the earthquake as a warning that he had done wrong, in neglect
ing the summons of the heralds, - had he not been fortified by 
the recent oracles. He now replied, that if the earthquake had 
occurred before he crossed the frontier, he should have considered 
it as a prohibition; but as it came after his crossing, he _looked upon 
it as an encouragement to go forward. 

So fully had the Argeians counted on the success of their warning 
transmitted by the heralds, that they had made little preparation 
for defence. Their dismay and confusion were very great; their 
property was still outlying, not yet rentoved into secure places, so 
that Agesipolis found much both to destroy and to appropriate. 
He carried his ravages even to the gates of the city, piquing him
self on advancing a little further than Agesilaus had gone in his 
invasion two years before. Ile was at last driven to retreat by the 
terror of a flash of lightning in his camp, which killed several per
sons. And a project which he had formed, of erecting a permanent 
fort on the Argeian frontier, was abandoned in consequence of un
favorable sacrifices.I 

Besides these transactions in and near the isthmus of Corinth, 
the war between Sparta and her enemies was prosecuted during 
the same years both in the islands and on the coast of Asia Minor; 
though our information is so imperfect that we can scarcely trace 
the thread of events. The defeat near Knidus (394 B. c.),- the 
triumphant maritime force of Pharnabazus and Konon at the Isth
mus of Corinth in the ensuing yen,r (393 B. c.), - the restoration 
of the Athenian Long ·walls and fortified port,- and the activity 
of Konon with the fleet among the island,;,2 - so alarmed the 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 7, 7; Pausan. iii, 5, 6. 
It rather seems, by the language of these two writers, that they look upon 

the menacing signs, by which Agcsipolis was induced to depart, as marks 
of some displeasure of the gods against his expedition. 

~ Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 12. Compare Isokrates, Or. vii, (Areopag.) s. 13. cbra· 
u11~ yup rig 'EA.A.aoor inril r~v ?ToA.tv &µwv vrrorreaofo11r 1wi µera r~v Kovwvor 
vavµa;r_lav Kat µera r~v Ttµo1'Hov urpar1)yiav, etc. This oration, however, 
was composed a long while after the events (about B. c. 353 - see Mr. Clin
ton's Fast. II., in that year); and Isokrates exaggerates; mistaking the 
break-up of the Lacedremonian empire for a resumption of the Athenian. 
Demosthenes also (cont.Leptin. c. 16,p. 477) confounds the same two ideas; 
and even the _Athenian vote of thanks to Konon, perpetuated on a comme· 
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Spartans with the idea of a second Athenian maritime empire, 
that they made every effort to detach the Persian force from the 
side of their enemies. 

The Spartan Antalkidas, a dexterous, winning and artful man,1 
not unlike Lysander, was sent as envoy to Tiribazus (392 B. c.); 
whom we now find as satrap of Ionia in the room of Tithraustes, 
after having been satrap of Armenia during the retreat of the Ten 
Thousand. As Tiribazus was newly arrived in Asia l\Iinor, he 
had not acquired that personal enmity against the Spartans, which 
the active hostilities of Derkyllidas and Agesilaus had inspired to 
Pharnabazus and other Persians. :Moreover, jealousy between 
neighboring satraps was an ordinary feeling, which Antalkidas 
now hoped to turn to the advantage of Sparta. To counteract his 
projects, envoys were also sent to TiriLazus, by the confederate 
enemies of Sparta, Athens, Thebes, Corinth, and Argos ; and 
Konon, as the envoy of Athens, was incautiously despatched 
among the number. On the part of Sparta, Antalkidas offered, 
first, to abandon to the king of Persia all the Greeks on the conti
nent of Asia; next, as to all the other Greeks, insular as well as 
continental, he required nothing more than absolute autonomy for 
each separate city, great and small.2 The Persian king (he said) 
could neither desire anything more for himself, nor have any mo
tive for continuing the war against Sparta, when he should once 
be placed in possession of all the towns on the Asiatic coast, and 
when he should find both Sparta and Athens ren<lered incapable 
of annoying him, through the autonomy and disunion of the Hel
lenic world. But to neither of the two propositions of Antalkidas 
would Athens, Thebes, or Argos, accede. As to the first, they repu
diated the disgrace of thus formally abandoning the Asiatic Greeks ;3 

morative column, countenanced the same impression,-hrrnl~ K6vc.iv fil.ev
{Jf:pc.iue rov~ 'A{J7Jvaic.iv uvµµaxovi;, etc. 

1 Plutarch, Artaxerx. c. 22. ' Xen. Ilcllen. iv, 8, 12-14. 
3 Diodor. xiv, llO. He affirms that these cities strongly objected to this 

concession, five years afterwards, when the peace of Antalkiuas was actually 
concluded; but that they were forced to give up their scruples and accept 
the peace incluuing the concession, because they had not force to resist 
l'ersia and Sparta acting in hearty alliance. 

Hence we may infer with certainty, that they also objected to it during 
the earlier discussions, when it was first broached by Antalkidas; and that 
their objections to it were in part the cause why the discussions reported in 
the text broke off without result. 

http:A{J7Jvaic.iv
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as to the second proposition, guaranteeing autonomy to every 
distinct city of Greece, they would admit it only umler special 
reserves, which it did not suit the purpose of Antalkidas to grant. 
In truth the proposition went to break up (and was framed with 
that view) both the Bmotian confederacy under the presidency of 
Thebes, and the union between Argos and Corinth; while it also 
deprived Athens of the chance of recovering Lemnos, Imbros, 
and Skyros,1 - islands which had been possessed and recognized 
by her since the first commencement of the confederacy of Delos; 
indeed the two former, even from the time of :Miltiades the con
queror of l\Iarathon. 

Here commences a new era in the policy of Sparta. That she 
should abnegate all pretension to maritime empire, is noway difficult 
to understand- seeing that it had already been irrevocably over
thrown by the defeat of Knidus. Nor can we wonder that she should 
abandon the Greeks on the Asiatic continent to Persian sway; since 
this was nothing more than she had already consented to do in her 
conventions with Tissaphernes and Cyrus during the latter years 
of the Peloponnesian war,2- and consented, let us add, not under 
any of that stringent necessity which at the same time pressed 
upon Athens, but simply with a view to the maximum of victory 
over an enemy already enfeebled. The events which followed the 
close of that war (recounted in a former chapter) had indeed in
duced her to alter her determination, and again to espouse their 

It is true that Athens, during her desperate struggles in the last years of 
the Pcloponncsian war, Imel consented to this concession, and even to 
greater, without cloing herself any good (Thucyd. viii, 56). But she was 
not now placed in circumstances so imperious as to force her to be equally 
yielding. 

Plato, in the Mcnexenus ( c. 17, p. 245 ), asserts that all the allies of Athens 
- Bccotians, Corinthians, Argcians, etc., were willing to surrender the Asi· 
atic Greeks at the requisition of Artaxerxes ; but that the Athenians alone 
resolutely stoocl out, ancl were in consequence left without any allies. The 
latter part of this assertion, as to the isolation of Athens from her allies, is 
certainly not trne; nor do I believe that the allies took esscntialiy different 
views from Athens on the point. The l\Icncxcnus, cloqnent and compli· 
mcntary to Athens, must be followed cautiously as to matters of fact. Plato 
goes the length of denying that the Athenians subscribed the convention of 
Antalkidas. Aristeides (Panathcn. p. 172) says that they were forced to 
subscribe it, because all their allies abandoned them. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 15. 
~ See a striking passage in the Or. :xii, (Panathen.) of Isokrates, s. 110. · 
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cause. But the real novelty now first exhibited in her policy, 
is, the full development of what had before existed in manifest 
tendency, - hostility against all the partial land-confederacies of 
Greece, disguised under the plausible demand of universal autono
my for every town, great or small. How this autonomy was 
construed and carried into act, we shall see hereafter ; at present, 
we have only to note the first proclamation of it by Antalkidas 
in the name of Sparta. 

On this occasion, indeed, his mission came to nothing, from the 
peremptory opposition of Athens and the others. But he was fortu
nate enough to gain the approbation and confidence of Tiribazus ; 
who saw so clearly how much both propositions tended to promote 
the interests and power of Persia, that he resolved to go up in 
person to court, and prevail on Armxerxes to act in concert with 
Sparta. Though not daring to support Antalkidas openly, Tiri
bazus secretly gave him money to reinforce the Spartan fleet. Ile 
at the same time rcrnlered to Sparta the more signal service of ar
resting and detaining Konon, pretending that the latter was acting 
contrary to the interests of the king.1 This arrest was a gross act of 
perfidy, since Konon not only commanded respect in his character 
of envoy,- but had been acting with the full confidence, and almost 
under the orders, of Pharnabazus. But the removal of an officer of 
so much ability, - the only man who possessed the confidence of 
Pharnabazus, - was the most fatal of all impediments to the naval 
renovation of Athens. It was fortunate that Konon had had time 
to rebuild the Long \Yalls, before his means of action were thus 
abruptly intercepted. Respecting his subsequent fate, there exist 
contradictory stories. According to one, he was' put to death by 
the Persians in prison; according to another, he found means to 
escape and again took refuge with Evagoras in Cyprus, in which 
bland he afterwards died of sickncss.2 The latter story appears 
undoubtedly to be the true one. But it is certain that he never 
afterwar<ls had the means of performing any public. service, and 
that his career was cut short by this treacherous detention, just at 
the moment when its promise was the most splendid for his 
country. 

1 Xcn. Hellen. iv, 8, 16; Diodor. xiv, 85. 
• Lysias, Or. xix, (De Bon. Aristoph.) s. 41, 42, 44; Cornelius Nepos, 

Conon, c. 5; Isokratcs, Or. iv, (Panegyr.) s. 180. 
VOL. IX. 16 
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: Tiribazus, on going up to the Persian court, seems to haYe been 
detained there for the purpose of concerting measures against 
Evagoras, prince of Salamis in Cyprus, whose revolt from Persia 
was now on the point of breaking out. But the Persian court could 
not yet be prevailed upon to show any countenance to the propo
sitions of Sparta or of Antalkidas. On the contrary, Struthas, who 
was sent down to Ionia as temporary substitute for Tiribazus, full 
of anxiety to avenge the ravages of Agesilaus, acted with vigorous 
hostility against the Lacedremonians, and manifested friendly dis
positions towards Athens. 

Thimbron (of whom we have before heard as first taking the 
command of the Cyreian army in Asia Minor, after their return 
from Thrace) received orders again to act as head of the Lacedre
monian forces in Asia against Struthas. The new commander, 
with an army estimated by Diodorus at eight thousand men,1 
marched from Ephesus into the interior, and began his devastation 
of the territory dependent on Persia. But his previous command, 
though he was personally amiable,2 had been irregular and disor
derly, and it was soon observed that the same defects were now 
yet more prominent, aggravated by too liberal indulgence in con
vivial pleasures. A ware of his rash, contemptuous, and improvi
dent mode of attack, Struthas laid a snare for him by sending a 
detachment of cavalry to menace the camp, just when Thimbron 
had concluded his morning meal in company with the flute-player 
ThersaD.der, - the latter not merely an excellent musician, but 
possessed of a full measure of Spartan courage. Starting from 
his tent at the news, Thimbron, with Thersander, waited only to 
collect the few troops immediately at hand, without even leaving 
anyorders for the remainder, and hastened to repel the assailants; 
who gave way easily, and seduced him into a pursuit. Presently 
Struthas himself, appearing with a numerous and well-arrayed 
body of cavalry, charged with vigor the disorderly detachment of 
Thimbron. Both that general and Thersander, bravely fighting, 
fell among the first; while the army, deprived of their commander 

1 Diodor. xiv, 99. 
9 Xen. Hellen. iv, s, 22. 'Hv &e ovror avnp (Diphriuas) ev -;rapt r re 

ob;;r ~rrov roii OZµ/3p"'vor, µaU6v re uvvrerayµf:voc, Kat trxup11ri
1<Cirepor, crrpar11y6r. oVcle yilp E!Cparovv avroii al TOV uCJµaroc ~oovat, a/.A.' 
Utt, 1rp3c <[> el'I lpy'f', TOVTO faparrev. 
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as well as ill-prepared for a battle, made but an ineffective resist
ance. They were broken, warmly pursued, and the greater number 
slain. A few who contrived to escape the active Persian cavalry, 
found shelter in the neighboring cities.I 

This victory of Struthas, gained by the Persian cavalry, displays 
a degree of vigor and ability which, fortunately for the Greeks, 
was rarely seen in Persian operations. Our scanty information 
does not enable us to trace its consequences. We find Diphridas 
sent out soon after by the Lacedremonians, along with the admiral 
Ekdikus, as successor of Thimbron to bring together the remnant 
cf the defeated army, and to protect those cities which had con
tributed to form it. Diphridas, - a man with all the popular 
qualities of his predecessor, but a better and more careful officer, 
- is said to have succeeded to some extent in this difficult mission. 
Being fortunate enough to take captive the son-in-law of Struthas, 
with his wife, (as Xenophon had captured Asidates,) he obtained a 
sufficiently large ransom to enable him to pay his troops for some 
time.2 But it is evident that his achievements were not considera
ble, and that the Ionian Greeks on the continent are now left to 
make good their position, as they can, against the satrap at Sardis. 

The forces of Sparta were much required at Rhodes ; which 
island (as has been mentioned already) had revolted from Sparta 
about five years before (a few months anterior to the battle of Kni
dus), dispossessed the Lysandrian oligarchy, and established a 
democratical government. But since that period, an opposition
party in the island had gradually risen up, acquired strength, and 
come into correspondence with the oligarchical exiles; who on 
their side warmly solicited aid from Sparta, representing that 
Rhodes would otherwise become thoroughly dependent on Athens • 

. Accordingly, the Lacedremonians sent. eight triremes across the lE
gean under the command of Ekdikus ; the first of their ships of war 
which had crossed since the defeat of Knidus.a Though the Perso
Athenian naval force in the :2Egean had been either dismissed or 
paralyzed since the seizure of Konon, yet the Rhodian government 
possessed a fleet of about twenty triremes, besideP considerable 
force of other kinaS ; so that Ekdikus could not even land on the 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 18, 19. • Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 211 22. 
a Xen. llellen. iv, 8, 21. 
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island, but was compelled to halt at Knidus. :Fortunately, Teleu
tias the Lacedoomonian was now in the Corinthian Gulf with a 
fleet of twelve triremes, which were no longer required there; 
since Agesilaus and he had captured Lcchreum a few months 
before, and destroyed the maritime force of the Corinthians in 
those waters. He was now directed to sail with his squadron out 
of the Corinthian Gulf across to Asia, to supersede Ekdikus, and 
take the command of the whole fleet for operations off Rhodes. 
On passing by Samos, he persuaded the inhabitants to embrace 
the cause of Sparta, and to furnish him with a few ships ; after 
which he went onward to Knidus, where, superseding Ekdikus, he 
found himself at the head of twenty-seven triremes) In his way 
from Knidus to Rhodes, he accidentally fell in with the Athenian 
admiral Philokrates, conducting ten triremes to Cyprus to the aid 
of Evagoras in his struggle against the Persians. He was fortu
nate enough to carry them all as prisoners into Knidus, where he 
sold the whole booty, and then proceeded with his fleet, thus aug
mented to thirty-seven sail, to Hhodcs. Here he established a 
fortified post, enabling the oligarchical party to carry on an active 
civil war. But he was defeated in a battle,-his enemies being 
decidedly the stronger force in the island, and masters of all 
the cities.2 

I Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 23 . 
. Diodorus (xiv, 97) agrees in this number of twenty-seven triremes, and 

in the fact of aid having been obtained from Samos, which island Was per
suaded to detach itself from Athens. But he recounts the circumstances 
in a very different manner. He represents the oligarchical party in Hhodes 
as having risen in insurrection, and become musters of the islnnd; be does 
not name Teleutias, but Eudokimus (Ekdikus 1), Diphilns (Diphridas?), 
and Philodikus, as commanders. 

The statement of Xenophon desenes the greMcr credence, in my judg
ment. His means of information, as well us his interest, about Telcutias 
(the brother of Agesilaus) were considerable. 

1 Xen. Hellen. h-, 8, 2-l-26. 
Although the three ancient Rhodian cities (Lindus, Ialysus, and Kumci

rus) had coalesced (see Diodor. xiii, 75) a few years before into the great 
city of Rhodes, afterwards so powerful and celebrated, -yet they still con
tinued to exist, and apparently us fortified places. For Xenophon speaks 
of the democrats in Rhodes us r ur re rr 6 A et r txovrar, etc. 

"Whether the Philokrates here named us Pliilokrates son of Epltialtes, is 
the same person as tho Philokratos accused in the Thirtieth oration of Ly
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The alliance with Evagoras of Cyprus, in his contention against 
Artaxerxes, was at this moment an unfortunate and perplexing 
circumstance for Athens, since she was relying upon Persian aid 
against Sparta, and since Sparta was bidding against her for it. 
But the alliance was one which she could not lightly throw off. 
For Evagoras had not only harbored Konon with the remnant of 
the Athenian fleet after the disaster of 1Egospotami, but had 
earned a grant of citizenship and the honor of a statue at Athen~ 
as a strenuous auxiliary in procuring that Persian aid which gained 
the battle of Knidus, and as a personal combatant in that battle, 
before the commencement of his dissension with Artaxerxes.t It 
woulu have been every way advantageous to Athens at this mo
ment to decline assisting Evagoras, since (not to mention the 
probability of offending the Persian court) she had more than 
enough to employ all her maritime force nearer home and for pur
poses more essential to herself. Yet in spite of these very serious 
considerations of prudence, the paramount feelings of prior obliga
tion and gratitude, enforced by influential citizens who had formed 
connections in Cyprus, determined the Athenians to identify them
selves with his gallant struggles2 (of which I shall speak more 
fully presently). So little was fickleness, or instability, or the easy 
oblivion of past feelings, a part of their real nature,- though 
historians have commonly denounced it as among their prominent 
qualities. · · 

The capture of their squadron under Philokrates, however, and 
the consequent increase of the Lacedremonian naval force at 
Rhodes, compelled the Athenians to postpone further aid to Eva
goras, and to arm forty triremes under Thrasybulus for the Asiatic 
coast; no inconsiderable effort, when we recollect that four years 
before there was scarcely a single trireme in Peirreus, and not even 
a wall of defence around the place. Though sent immediately for 
the assistance of Rhodes, Thrasybulus judged it expedient to go 

sias - cannot be certainly. made out. It is possible enough that there 
might be two contemporary Athenians bearing this name, which would ex 
plain the circumstance that Xenophon here names the father Ephialtcs 
n practice occasional with him, but not common. 

1 Isokrates, Or. ix, (Evagoras) s. 67, 68, 82; Epistola. Philippi ap. De· 
mosthen. Orot. p. 161, c. 4. 

1 Lysias, Orat. xix, (De Bonis Aristoph.) s. 27-44. 
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first to the Hellespont ; probably from extreme want of money to 
pay his men. Derkylli<las was still in occupation of Abydos, yet 

' there was no Lacellrumonian fleet in the strait; so that Thrasybu
lus was enabled to cxtenJ the alliances of Athens both on the Eu
ropean anJ the Asiatic side, - the latter being under the friendly 
satrap, Pharnabazus. Reconciling the two Thracian princes, Seu
thes and Amadokus, whom he found at war, he brought both of 
them into amicable relations with Athens, and then moved forward 
to Byzantium. That city was already in alliance with Athens; 
but on the arrival of Thrasybulus, the alliance was still further 
cemented by the change of its government into a democracy. 
Having established friendship with the opposite city of Chalkedon, 
and being thus master of the Bosphorus, he sol<l the tithe of the 
commercial ships sailing out of the Euxine ; 1 leaving doubtless an 
adequate force to exact it. This was a striking evidence of revived 
Athenian maritime power, which seems also to have been now ex
tended more or less to Samothrace, Thasus, and the coast of 
Thrace.2 

From Byzantium, Thrasybulus sailed to l\Iitylene, which was 
already in friendship with Athens, - though l\1ethymna and the 
other cities in the island were still maintained by a force under 
the Lacedrumonian harmost, Therimachus. With the aid of the 
:r.1itylenxans, and of the exiles from other Lesbian cities, Thrasybu
lus marched to the borders of l\Iethymna, where he was met by 
Therimachus ; who had also brought together his utmost force, but 
was now completely defeated aml slain. The Athenians thus be
came masters of Antissa and Eresus, where they were enabled to 
levy a valuable contribution, as well as to plunc1er the refractory 
territory of l\Iethymna. Nevertheless, Thrasybulus, in spite of 
farther help from Chios and l\Iitylene, still thought himself not in 
a situation to go to Rhodes with advantage. Perhaps he was not 
sure of pay in advance, and the presence of unpaid troops in an 

1 Xcn. Hellen. iv, 8, 25-27. 
Polybius (iv, 38-47) gives instructive remarks and information about tho 

importance of Byzantium and its very peculiar position, in the ancient 
world, - as well as about the dues charged on the merchant vessels going 
into, or coming out of, the Eu..xine, - and the manner in which these dues 
pressed upon general trudc. 

' Xen. Hellen. v, I, 7. 
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exhausted island might be a doubtful benefit. Accordingly, he 
sailed from Lesbos along the western and southern coast of Asia 
Minor, levying contributions at Halikarnassus 1 and othe1 placCB, 
until he came to Aspendus in Pamphylia; where he also obtained 
money and was about to depart with it, when some misdeeds com
mitted by his soldiers so exasperated the inhabitants, that they 
attacked him by night unprepared in his tent, and slew him.SI 

Thus perished the citizen to whom, more than to any one else, 
Athens owed not only her renovated democracy, but its wise, gen
erous, and harmonious working, after renovation. Even the philo
Laconian and oligarchical Xenophon bestows upon him a marked 
and unaffected eulogy.3 His devoted patriotism in commencing 
and prosecuting the struggle against the Thirty, at a time when 
they not only were at the height of their power, but had plausible 
ground for calculating on the full auxiliary strength of Sparta, 
deserves high admiration. But the feature which stands yet more 
eminent in his character, - a feature infinitely rare in the Grecian 
character, generally, -is, that the energy of a successful leader 
was combined with complete absence both of vindictive antipathies 
for the past, and of overbearing ambition for himself: Content to 
live himself as a simple citizen under the restored democracy, he 
taught his countrymen to forgive an oligarchical party from whom 
they haJ suffered atrocious wrongs, and set the example himself 
of acquiescing, in the loss of his own large property. The gener
osity of such a proceeding ought not to count for less, because it was 
at the same time dictated by the highest political prudence. ·we 
find in an oration of Lysias against Ergokles (a citizen who served 
in the Athenian fleet on this last expedition), in which the latter 
is accused of gross peculation,-insimmtions against Thrasybulus, 
of having countenanced the delinquency, though coupled with 
praise of his general character. Even the words as they now 
stand are so vague as to carry little evidence; but when we re

1 J,ysias, Or. xxviii, cont. Erg. s. 1-20. 
• Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 28--30; Diodor. xiv, 94. 
The latter stutes that Thrasybnlus lost twenty-three triremes by a storm 

near Lesbos,-which Xenophon docs not notice, and which seems improb· 
able. 

3 XCJl. Hellen. iv, s, 31. Kal epaavpov:>.o, µ'i:v o~, µal.a OOICWV U.v~p U.ya
'1'1il, elvat, OV'f'Wr' ertAtVTT/trtv. 
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reflect that the oration was spoken after the C.eath of Thrasybulus, 
they are entitled to no weight at all.1 

The Athenians sent Agyrrhius to succeed Thrasybulus. .After 
the death of the latter, we may conclude that the fleet went to 
Rhodes, its original destination, - though Xenophon does not 
expressly say so,-the rather, as neither Teleutias nor any subse
quent Lacedremonian commander appears to have become master 
of the island, in spite of the considerable force which they had 
there assembled.2 The Lacedremonians, however, on their side, 
being also much in want of money, Teleutias was obliged (in the 
same manner as the Athenians), to move from island to island, 
levying contributions as he could.3 

·when the news of the successful proceedings of Thrasybulus 
at Byzantium and the Hellespont, again establishing a toll for the 
profit of Athens, reached Sparta, it excited so much anxiety, that 
Anaxibius, having great influence with the ephors of the time, 
prevailed on them to send him out rui harmost to Abydos, in the 
room of Derkyllidas, who had now been in that post for several 
years. Having been the officer originally employed to procure the 

1 Lysias, cont. Ergo. Or. xxviii, s. 9. 
Ergokles i~ charged in this oration with gross abuse of power, oppression 

towards allies and citizens of Athens, and peculation for his own profit, 
during the course of the expedition of Thrasybulus; who is indirectly ac· 
cnsed of conniving at such misconduct. It appears that the Athenians, as 
soon as they were informed that Thrasybulus had established the toll in the 
Ilosphorus, passed a decree that an account should be sent home of all 
moneys exacted from the various cities, and that the colleagues of Thrasy· 
bulus should come home to go through the audit (s. 5); implying (so far as 
we can understand what is thus briefly noticed) that Thrasybulus himself 
should not be obliged to come home, but might stay on his Ilellespontine or 
Asiatic command. Ergokles, however, probably one of these colleagues, 
resented this degree as an insult, and advised Thrasybulus to seize Byzan
tium, to retain the fleet, and to marry the daughter of the Thracian prince 
Seuthes. It is also affirmed in the oration that the fleet had come home 
in very bad condition (s. 2-4), and that the money, levied with so much 
criminal abuse, had been either squandered or fraudulently appropriated. 

'Ve learn from another oration that Ergokles was condemned to death. 
His property was confiscated, and was said to amount to thirty talents, 
though he had been poor before the expedition; but nothing like that 
amount was discovered after the sentence of confiscation (Lysias, Or. xxx, 
cont. Philokrat. s. 3). 

• Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 31. 3 Xcn. Hellen. v, 11 2. 
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revolt of the place from Athens (in 411 B. c.),1 Derkyllidas had 
since rendered service not less essential in preserving it to Sparta, 
during the extensive desertion which followed the battle of Knidus. 
But it was supposed that he ought to have checked the aggressive 
plans of Thrasybulus; moreover, Anaxibius promised, if a small 
force were entrusted to him, to put down effectually the newly
revived Athenian influence. He was supposed to know well, those 
regions in which he had once already been admiral, at the moment 
when Xenophon and the Cyreian army first returned; the harsh
ness, treachery, and corruption, which he displayed in his dealing 
with that gallant body of men, have been already recounted in a 
former chapter.!2 "'With three triremes, and funds for the pay of 
a thousand mercenary troops, Anaxibius accordingly went to 
Abydos. He began his operations with considerable vigor, both 
against Athens and Pharnabazus. ·while he armed a lancl-force, 
which he employed in making incursions on the neighboring cities 
in the territory of that satrap, - he at the same time reinforced 
his little squadron by three triremes out of the harbor of Abydos, 
so that he became strong enough to seize the merchant vessels 
passing along the Hellespont to Athens or to her allies.3 The 
force which Thrasybulus had left at Byzantium to secure the 
strait revenues, was thus inauequate to its object without farther 
addition. 

Fortunately, Iphikrates was at this moment diseng'.lged at 
Athens, having recently returnd from Corinth with his body of 
peltasts, for whom doubtless employment was wanted. Ile was 
accordingly sent with twelve hundred peltasts and . eight tri
remes, to combat Anaxibius in the Hellespont; which now became 
again the scene of conflict, as it had been in the latter years of the 
Pcloponnesian war; the Athenians from the European side, the 
Lacedmmonians from the Asiatic. At first the warfare consisted 
of desultory privateering, and money-levying excursions, on both 
sides.4 But at length, the watchful genius of Iphikratcs discov

1 Thucyd. Yiii, 61; compare Xenoph. Anab. v, 6, 24. 

1 See above, Chapter lxxi, p. 156 of the present volume. 

3 Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 32, 83. 

' Xcn. Hellen. iv, s, 35, 36. ril µev rrpwrov AlJ<rTa~ oiarrtµrrovre, lrro;\,e

µovv uU~;toi~ .......... 'OrrCJ~ 00Koi71, Ciarrep Elw&ei, fir' cipyvpo;\,oyiav l:rra
varrtrr/..evK{vai. 

VOL. IX. 16* 24oc. 
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ered opportunity for a successful stratagem. Anaxibius, having just 
drawn the town of Antandrus into his alliance, had marched thither 
for the purpose of leaving a garrison in it, with his Lacedremonian 
and mercenary forces, as well as two hundred hoplites from Abydos 
itself. His way lay across the mountainous region of Ida, south
ward to the coast of the gulf of Adramyttium. Accordingly, 
Iphikrates, foreseeing that he would speedily return, crossed over 
in the night from the Chersonese, and planted himself in ambush 
on the line of return march; at a point where it traversed the 
desert and mountainous extremities of the Abydene territory, near 
the gold mines of Kremaste. The triremes which carried him 
across were ordered to sail up the strait on the next day, in order 
that Anaxibius must be apprised of it, and might suppose Iphi
krates to be employed on his ordinary money-levying excursion. 

The stratagem was completely successful. Anaxibius returned 
on the next day, without the least suspicion of any enemy at hand, 
marching in careless order and with long-stretched files, as well 
from the narrowness of the mountain path as from the circum
stance that he was in the friendly territory of Abydos. Not ex
pecting to fight, he had unfortunately either omitted the morning 
sacrifice, or taken no pains to ascertain that the victims were favor
able; so Xenophon informs us,t with that constant regard to the 
divine judgments and divine warnings which pervades both the 
Ilellenica and the Anabasis. Iphikrates having suffered the 
Abydenes who were in the van to pass, suddenly sprang from 
his ambush, to assault Anaxibius with the Lacedremonians and 
the mercepa~ies, as they descended the mountain-pass into the 
plain of Kremasw. His appearance struck terror and confusion 
into the whole army; unprepared in its disorderly array for sted
fa.st resistance, - even if the minds of the soldiers had been ever 
so well strung, - against well-trafoed peltasts, who were sure to 
prevail over hoplites not in steady rank. To Anaxibius himself, 
the truth stood plain at once. Defeat was inevitable, and there 
remained no other resource for him except to die like a brave man. 

1 Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 36. 'O 'Ava~if3wr a:1ren:opevero, C:.r µev !Aeyero, o v de 
TCIV l epCI v ye yev11 µiv{,) v avr<;. EK etV1J rij Ii µi p~, al.Au Kararp
pov~uar, I'm iltu rpt"Aiar re ln:opevero Ka2 tr 1t"o°Atv rpt"Aiav, Ka2 ort 1/Kove rClv 
a1t"aVTWVTCJV, rilv 'IrptKpaT7JV avarren:AWKEVaL ri)v ln:2 IIpoucovv~crov, aµe"Afore
pov faopevero. 
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Accordingly, desiring his shield-bearer to band to him his shield, 
he said to those around him, - " Friends, my honor commands me 
to die here; but do you hasten away, and save yourselves, before 
the enemy close with us." Such order was hardly required to de
termine his panic-stricken troops, who fled with one accord towards 
Abydos ; while Anaxibius himself awaited firmly the approach of 
the enemy, and fell gallantly fighting on the spot. No less than 
twelve Spartan harmosts, those who had been expelled from their 
various governments by the defeat of Knidus, and who had re
mained ever since under Derkyllidas at Abydos, stood with the 
like courage and shared his fate. Such disdain of life hardly sur
prises us in conspicuous Spartan citizens, to whom preservation by 
flight was "no true preservation" (in the language of Xenophon),1 
but simply prolongation oflife under intolerable disgrace at home. 
But what deserves greater remark is, that the youth to whom An
axibius was tenderly attached and who was his constant companion, 
could not endure to leave him, stayed fighting by his side, and 
perished by the same honorable death.2 So strong was the mutual 
devotion which this relation between persons of the male sex in
spired in the ancient Greek mind. With these exceptions, no one 
else made any attempt to stand. All fled, and were pursued by 
Iphikrates as far as the gates of Abydos, with the slaughter of fifty 
out of the two hundred Abydene hoplites, and two hundred of the 
remaining troops. 

This well-planned and successful exploit, while it added to the 
reputation of Iphikrates, rendered the Athenians again masters of 
the Bosphorus and the Hellespont, ensuring both the levy of the 
dues and the transit of their trading vessels. But while the 
Athenians were thus carrying on naval war at Rhodes and the 
Hellespont, they began to experience· annoyance nearer ·home, 
from .2Egina. 

That island (within sight as the eyesore of Peirreus, as Perikles 
was wont to call it) had been occupied fifty years before by a 
population eminently hostile to Athens, afterwards conquered and 

1 See the remarks a few pages back, upon the defeat and destruction of 
the Lacedremonian mora by Iphikrates, near Lechreum, page 350. 

I Xen. Hellen. iv, 8, 39. Ka£ Ta 'Jratouca µivrot avri;i 7rap€µewe, ica~ rt:iv 
Aa1Ceoa1µovi1JV oe TWV 11'VVEA7]AV'1oTIJV llC TWV '!rOAEIJV 6.pµourf/p1JV c:i, OWOEICa 
µax6µevoi uvvarrb9avov • ol o' uA.A.ot ¢evyovuc lrrm1ov. 
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expelled Ly her, - at last again captured in the new abode which 
they had obta.ined in Laconia, - and put to death by her order. 
During the Peloponnesian war, JEgina had been tenanted by 
·Athenian citizens as outsettlers or klcruchs; all of whom had been 
driven in after the battle of 1Egospotami. The island was then 
restored by Lysander to the remnant of the former population, 
as many of them at least as he could find. 

These new ...i'Eginetans, though doubtless animated by associa
tions highly unfavorable to Athens, had nevertheless remained not 
only at peace, but also in reciprocal commerce, with her, until a 
considerable time after the battle of Knidus and the rebuilding of 
her Long 'Valls. And so they would have continued, of their own 
accord, - since they could gain but little, and were likely to lose 
all the security of their traffic, by her hostility, - had they not 
been forced to commence the war by Eteonikus, the Lacedremonian 
harmost in the island ; 1 one amidst many examples of the manner 
in which the smaller Grecian states were dragged into war, with
out any motive of their own, by the ambition of the greater, 
by Sparta as well as by Athens.2 With the concurrence of the 
ephors, Eteonikus authorized and encouraged all ...i'Eginetans to fit 
out privateers for depredation on Attica ; which aggression the 

I Xen. Hellen. v, I, I. WV & 'Tr a Al v 0 'Euovuw> lv rii Alyiv'), Ka~ 
lmµigiq, xp{,)µiv{,)V TOV 1rpo<J{}£V XP<lVOV TWV AlytV1jTWV 1rPO> TOV> 'A{}7Jvaiovr, 
hrd ¢avEpi:i> Karil {}U,A.arrav l'TroAEµElro oTroAEµar, gvvo6gav Ka~ rolr l¢6pot>, 
lpi1}<Jt A.71t~u1{}at ri>v f3ovM1µ£Vov lK rijr 'ATTtKijr. 

The meaning of the word 'TraAtv here is not easy to determine, since (as 
Schneider remarks) not a word had been said before about the presence of 
Eteonikus at JEgina. Perhaps we may explain it by supposing that Eteo· 
nikus found the JEginetans reluctant to engage in the war, and that he did 
not like to involve them in it without first going to Sparta to consult the 
cphors. It was on coming back to JEgina (7raA.tv) from Sparta, after having 
obtained the consent of the ephors ( gvvou;av Kat roi> l¢upot>), that he issued 
the letters of marque. 

Schneider's note explains rilv 1rpo<Jfhv xpovov incorrectly, in my judg
ment. 

2 Compare Xcn. Hellen. vi, 3, 8; Thucyd. iii, 13. The old JEginctan 
antipathy against Athens, when thus again instigated, continued for a con
siderable time. A year or two afterwards, when the philosopher Plato was 
taken to 1l:gina to be sold as a slave, it was death to any Athenian to land 
in the island (Aristides, Or. xlvi, p. 384; p. 306 Dindorf; Diogenes, Lrert. 
iii, 19; Plutarch. Dion. c. 5 ). 
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Athenians resented, after suffering considerable inconvenience by 
sending a force of ten triremes to block up .lEgina from the sea, 
with a body of hoplites under Pamphilus to construct and occupy 
a permanent fort in the island. This squadron, however, was soon 
driven off (though Pamphilus still continued to occupy the fort) by. 
Teleutias, who came to .lEgina on hearing of the blockade; having 
been engaged, with the fleet which he commanded at Rhodes, iu 
an expedition among the Cyclades, for the purpose of levying 
contributions. He seems to have been now at the term of his 
year of command, and while he was at 1Egina, his successor, 
Hierax, arrived from Sparta, on his way to Rhodes, to supersede 
him. The fleet was, accordingly, handed over to Hierax at 1Egi~ 
na, while Teleutias went directly home to Sparta. So remarkable 
was his popularity among the seamen, that numbers of them ac
companied him down to the water-edge, testifying their regret and 
attachment by crowning him with wreaths, or pressing his hand. 
Some, who came down too late, when he was already under weigh, 
cast their wreaths on the sea, uttering prayers for his health and 
happiness.I 

Ilierax, while carrying back to Rhodes the remaining fleet which 
Teleutias had brought from that island, left his subordinate Gor~ 
gopas as harmost at 1Egina with twelve triremes; a force which 
protected the island completely, and caused the fortified post occu .. 

Xen. Hellen. v, 1, 3. '0 oe TeAEVTiar, µaKaptwrara oi) airfaA.evaev oi
6'aoe, etc. 

This description of the scene at the departure of Teleutias (for whom, 
as well as for his brother Agesi!aus, Xenophon always manifests a marked 
sympathy) is extremely interesting. The reflection, too, with which Xen
ophon follows it up, deserves notice, - "I know well that in these incidents 
I am not recounting any outlay of money, or danger incurred, or memorable 
stratagem. But by Zeus, it does seem to me wortl1 a. man's while to reflect, 
by what sort of conduct Tcleutias created such dispositions in his soldiers, 
This is a true man's achievement, more precious than any outlay or any 
danger." 

'Vha.t Xenophon here glances at in the case of Tcleutias, is the scheme 
worked out in detail in the romance of the Cyropredia (ril lt'hM>vrwv upxeiv 
-the exercising command in such manner as to have willing and obedient 
subjects) -and touched upon indirectly in various of his other compo-. 
sitions, - the Hiero, the CEconomicus, and portions of the Memorabilia. 
The ideal of government, as it presented itself to Xenophon, was the pater
nal despotism, or something like it. 
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pied by the Athenians under Pamphilus to be itself blocked up, 
insomuch that after an interval of four months, a special decree 
was passed at Athens to send a numerous squadron and fetch away 
the garrison. As the 1Eginetan privateers, aided by the squadron 
of Gorgopas, now recommenced their annoyances against Attica, 
thirteen Athenian triremes were put in equipment under Eunomus 
as a guard-squadron againstlEgina. But Gorgopas and his squad
ron were now for the time withdrawn, to escort Antalkidas, the 
new Lacedremonian admiral sent to Asia chiefly for the purpose 
of again negotiating with Tiribazus. On returning back, after 
landing Antalkidas at Ephesus, Gorgopas fell in with Eunomus, 
whose pursuit, however, he escaped, landing at 1Egina just before 
sunset. The Athenian admiral, after watching for a short time 
until he saw the Lacedremonian seamen out of their vessels and 
ashore, departed as it grew dark to Attica, carrying a light to pre
vent his ships from parting company. But Gorgopas, causing his 
men to take a hasty meal, immediately reembarked and pursued; 
keeping on the track by means of the light, and taking care not to 
betray himself either by the noise of oars or by the chant of the 
Keleustes. Eunomus had no suspicion of the accompanying enemy. 
Just after he had touched land near cape Zoster in Attica, when 
his men were in the act of disembarking, Gorgopas gave signal by 
trumpet to attack. After a short action by moonlight, four of the 
Athenian squadrons were captured, and carried off to 1Egina; 
with the remainder, Eunomus escaped to Peirmus.1 

This victory, rendering both Gorgopas and the 1Eginetans con
fident, laid them open to a stratagem skilfully planned by the 
Athenian Chabrias. That officer, who seems to have been dis
missed from Corinth as Iphikrates had been before him, was now 
about to conduct a force of ten triremes and eight hundred peltasts 
to the aid of Evagoras; to whom the Athenians were thus paying 
their debt of gratitude, though they could ill-spare any of their 
forces from home. Chabrias, passing over from Peirreus at night, 
landed without being perceived in a desert place of the coast of 
1Egina, and planted himself in ambush with his peltasts at some 
little distance . inland of the Heraklcion or temple of Herakles, 
amidst hollow ground suitable for concealment. He had before 

1 Xeu. Hellen. v, I, 6-10. 
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made agreement with another squadron and a body of hoplites 
under Demrenetus ; who arrived at daybreak and landed at .lEgi
na at a point called Tripyrgia, about two miles distant from the 
Herakleion, but farther removed from the city. As soon as their 
arrival became known, Gorgopas hastened out of the city to repel 
them, with all the troops he could collect, .lEginetans as well as 
marines out of the ships of war, - and eight Spartans who hap
pened to be his companions in the island. In their march from 
the city to attack the new comers, they had to pass near the Hera
kleion, and therefore near the troops in ambush ; who, as soon as 
Gorgopas and those about him had gone by, rose up suddenly and 
attacked them in the rear. The stratagem succeeded not less 
completely than that of Iphikrates at Abydos against Anaxibius. 
Gorgopas and the Spartans near him were slain, the rest were 
defeated, and compelled to flee with considerable loss back to the 
city.I 

After this brilliant success, Chabrias pursued his voyage to Cy
prus, and matters appeared so secure on the side of .lEgina, that 
Dcmrenetus aJ~o was sent to the Hellespont to reinforce Iphi
krates. For some time indeed, the Laccdremonian ships at JEgina 
did nothing. Eteonikus, who was sent as successor to Gorgopas,2 
could neither persuade nor constrain the seamen to go aboard, 
since he had no funds, while their pay was in arrears; so that 
Athens with her coast and her trading-vessels remained altogether 
unmolested. At length the Laccdremonians were obliged to send 
again to .lEgina Teleutias, the most popular and best-beloved of all 
their commanders, whom the seamen welcomed with the utmost 
delight. Addressing them under the influence of this first impres
sion, immediately after he had offered sacrifice, he told them plainly 
that he had brought with him no money, but that he had come to 
put them in the way of procuring it ; that he should himself touch 
nothing until they were amply provided, and should require of 
them to bear no more hardship or fatigue than he went through 
himself; that the power and prosperity of Sparta had all been 
purchased by .willingly braving danger, as well as toil, in the cause 
of duty; that it became valiant men to seek their pay, not by 

• Xen. Hellen. v, 1, 12, 13. 
1 So we may conclnde from Xcn. Ilcllen. v, I, 13; Demronctns is found 

at the Hellespont v, I, 26. 
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cringing to any one, but by their own swords at the cost of ene
mies. And he engaged to find them the means of doing this, 
provided they would now again manifest the excellent qualities 
which he knew them by experience to possess.l 

This adclress completely won over the seamen, who received it 
with shouts ofapplause; desiring Teleutias to give his orders forth
with, and promising ready obedience. ""Well, (saicl he), now go 
and get your suppers, as you we1·e intending to do; and then come 
immediately on shipboard, bringing with you provisions for one 
day. Advance me thus much out of your own means, that we may, 
by the will of the gods, make an opportune voyage."2 

In spite of the eminent popularity of Teleutias, the men would 
probably have refused to go on board, had he told them before
hand his intention of sailing with his twelve triremes straight into 
the harbor of Peirams. At first sight, the enterprise seemed in
sane, for there were triremes in it more than sufficient to over
whelm him. But he calculated on finding them all unprepared, with 
seamen as well as officers in their lodgings ashore, so that he could 
not only strike. terror and do damage, but even realize half an 
hour's plunder before preparations could be made· to resist him. 
Such was the security which now reigned there, especially since 
the death of Gorgopas, that no one dreamt of an attack. The har
bor was open, as it had been forty years before, when Ilrasidas (in 
the third year of the Peloponnesian war) attempted the like enter
prise from the port of l\Iegara.3 Even then, at the maximum of 
the Athenian naval power, it was an enterprise possible, simply 
because every one considered it to be impossible; and it only failed 
because the assailants became terrified, and flinched in the exe
cution. 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 1, 14-17 . 
• Xen. Hellen. v, l, 18. 'Ayere, i:i uvaper, Oet7rVf;1'1aTe µt:v, itrrep Kai ~ 

lµti.:Aer-e. rrporrapfurxeTe at µot µtilr f;,utpar ulrov. faetTa oe ~KeTe lrr~ TU!; 
vaiir avTLKa µal..a, orrwr 7rAeVrr0>µev, lv1fo i'!eilr li'ltl..et, fv Katpii> urJ>1;6µevo1. 

Sclmeider doubts whether the words rrporrapaa;i:ere at µot are correct. 
But they seem to me to bear a very pertinent meaning. Teleutias had no 
money; yet it was necessary for his purpose that the seamen should come 
furnished with one day's provision beforehand. Accordingly he is obliged 
to ask them to get provision for themselves, or to lend it, as it were, to him; 
though they were already so dissatisfied from not having received their 
pay. 3 Thucyd. ii, 94. 
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A little after dark, Teleutias quitted the harbor of JEgina, with
out telling any one whither he was going. Rowing leisurely, and 
allowing his men alternate repose on their oars, he found himself 
before morning within half a mile of Peirreus, where he waited 
until day was just dawning, and then led his squadron straight 
into the harbor. Everything turned out as he expected ; there 
was not the least idea of being attacked, nor the least preparation 
for defence. Not a single trireme was manned or in fighting con
dition. but several were moored without their crews, together with 
merchant-vessels, loaded as well as empty. Teleutias directed the 
captains of his squadron to drive against the triremes, and disable 
them; but by no means to damage the beaks of their own ships 
by-trying to disable the merchant-ships. Even at that early hour, 
many Athenians were abroad, and the arrival of the unexpected 
assailants struck every one with surprise and consternation. Loud 
and vague cries transmitted the news through all Peirreus, and 
from Peirreus up to Athens, where it was believed that their har
bor was actually taken. Every man having run home for his arms, 
the whole force of the city rushed impetuously down thither, with 
one accord, - hoplites as well as horsemen. Ilut before such suc
cors could arrive, Teleutias had full time to do considerable mis
chief. His seamen boarded the larger merchant-ships, seizing both 
the men and the portable goods which they found aboard. Some 
even jumped ashore on the quay (called the Deigma), laid hands 
on the tradesmen, ship-masters, and pilots, whom they saw near, 
and carried them away captive. Various smaller vessels with their 
entire cargoes were also towed away; and even three or four tri
remes. ·with all these Telcutias sailed safely out of Peirreus, 
scrnling some of his squadron to escort. the prizes to JEgina, while 
he himself with the remainder sailed southward along the coast. 
As he was seen to come out of Peirreus, his triremes were mis
taken for Athenian, and excited no alarm; so that he thus cap
tured several fishing-boats, and passage-boats coming with passen
gers from the islands to Athens, - together with some merchant
men carrying corn and other goods, at Sunium. All were carried 
safely into .lEgina.l 

The enterprise of Teleutias, thus admirably concerted arnl 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 1, 18-22. 
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executed without the loss of a man, procured for him a plentiful 
booty, of which, probably not the least valuable portion consisted 
in the men seized as captives. ·when sold at .1Egina, it yielded so 
large a return that he was enabled to pay down at once a month's 
pay to his seamen; who became more attached to him than ever, 
and kept the triremes in animated and active service under his 
orders.I Admonished by painful experience, indeed, the Athenians 
were now, doubtless, careful both in guarding and in closing Pei
rams ; as they had become forty years before after the unsuccess
ful attack of Brasidas. But in spite of the utmost vigilance, they 
suffered an extent of damage from the indefatigable Teleutias, 
and from the .1Eginetan privateers, quite sufficient to make them 
weary of the war.2 

We cannot doubt, indeed, that the prosecution of the war must 
have been a heavy financial burthen upon the Athenians, from 
895 B. c. downward to 387 B. c. How they made good the cost, 
without any contributory allies, or any foreign support, except what 
Konon obtained during one year from Pharnabazus, - we are not 
informed. On the revival of the democracy in 403 B. c., the pov
erty of the city, both public and private, had been very great, 
owing to the long previous war, ending with the loss of all Athe
nian property abroad. At a period about three years afterwards, 
it seems that the Athenians were in arrears, not merely for the 
tribute-money which they then owed to Sparta as her subject allies, 
but also for debts due to the Breotians on account of damage <lone; 
that they were too poor to perform in full the religious sacrifices 
prescribed for the year, and were obliged to omit some even of the 
more ancient; that the docks as well as the walls were in sad want 
of repair.3 Even the pay to those citizens who attended the pub

1 Xen Hellen. v, I, 24. 
2 Xen. Hellen. v, I, 29. 
Even ten years after this, however, when the Lacedremonian harmost 

Sphodrias marched from Thespire by night to surprise Peirreus, it was with· 
out gates on the landside-arriiA.wro~-or at least without any such gates 
as would resist an assault (Xen. Hellen. v, 4, 20). 

3 Lysias, Omt. xxx, cont. Nikomachum, s. 21-30. 
I trust this Oration so far as the matter of fact, that in the preceding 

year, some ancient sacrifices had been omitted from state-pove1iy; hut the 
manner in which the speaker makes this fact tell against Nikomachus, may 
or may not be just. 
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lie assemblies and sat as dikasts in the dikasteries, - pay essential 
to the working of the democracy, - was restored only by degrees; 
beginning first at one obolus, and not restored to three oboli, at 
which it had stood before the capture, until after an interval of 
some years.l It was at this time too that the Theoric Board, or 
Paymasters for the general expenses of public worship and sacri
fice, was first established; aild when we read how much the Athe
nians were embarrassed for the means of celebrating the pre
scribed sacrifices, there was, probably, great necessity for the 
formation of some such office. The disbursements connected with 
this object had been effected, before 403 B. c., not by any special 
Board, but by the Ilellenotamire, or treasurers of the tribute col
lected from the allies, who were not renewed after 403 B. c. as the 
Athenian empire had ceased to exist.2 A portion of the money dis
bursed by the Theoric Board for the religious festivals, was em
ployed in the distribution of two oboli per head, called the diobely, 
to all present citizens, and actually received by all,- not merely by 
the poor, but by persons in easy circumstances also.3 This distribu
tion was made at several festivals, having originally begun at the 
Dionysia, for the purpose of enabling the citizens to obtain places at 
the theatrical representations in honor of Dionysus ; but we do not 
know either the number of the festivals, or the amount of the total 
sum. It was, in principle, a natural corollary of the religious idea 
connected with the festival; not simply because the comfort and 
recreation of each citizen, individually taken, was promoted by his 
being enabled to attend the festival, - but because the collective 
effect of the ceremony, in honoring and propitiating the god, was 
believed to depend in part upon a multitudinous attendance and 
lively manifestations.4 Gradually, however, this distribution of 

1 Aristophan. Ecclcsias. 300-310. 
~ See the Inscription No. 147, in Boeck.h's Corpus Inscriptt. Grrecor.

Boeckh, Public Economy of Atheus, ii, 7, p. 179, 180, Eng. transl.- and, 
Schomann, Antiq. Jur. Puhl. Grrec. s. 77, p. 320. 

3 Demosthenes, Philippic. iv, p. 141, s. 43; Demosth. Orat. xliv, cont. 
Leocharem, p. 1091, s. 48. 

• It is common to represent the festivals at Athens as if they were so 
~any stratagems for feeding poor citizens at the public expense. · But the 
primitive idea and sentiment of the Grecian religions festival-the satis
faction to the god dependent upon multitudinous spectators sympathizing 
and enjoying themselves together (uµµiya rruvrar)-is much anterior to 
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Theoric or festival-money came to be pushed to an abusive aml 
mischievous excess, which is brought before our notice forty years 
afterwards, during the political career of Demosthenes. Until that 
time, we have no materials for speaking of it; and what I here 
notice is simply the first creation of the Thcoric Board. 

The means of Athens for prosecuting the war, and for paying 
her troops sent as well to Breotia as to Corinth, must l1ave been 
derived mainly from direct assessments on property, called eis
phorre. And some such assessments we find alluded to generally 
as having taken place during these years; though we know no 
details either as to frequency or amount.I But the restitution of 

the development of democracy at Athens. See the old oracles in Demos
then. cont.11Ieidiam, p. 531, s. 66; Homer, Ilymn. Apollin. 147; K. F. Herr· 
mann, Gottesdienstlich. Alterthiimer der Griechen, s. 8. 

1 See such direct assessments on property alluded to in various speeches 
of Lysias, Orat. xix. De Donis Aristoph. s. 31, 45, 63; Orat. xxvii. cont. Epi
kratem, s. 11; Orat. xxix. cont. Philokrat. s. 14. 

Doeckh (in his Public Econ. of Athens, iv, 4, p. 493, Engl. transl., which 
passage stands unaltered in the second edition of the German original re
cently published, p. 642) affirms that a proposition for the assessment of a 
direct property-tax of one-fortieth, or two and a half per cent., was made 
ubout this time by a citizen named Euripides, who announced it as intended 
to produce five hundred talents; that the proposition was at first enthusias
tically welcomed by the Athenians, and procnred for its author unbonndcd 
popularity; but that lie was presently cried down and disgraced, because on 
farther examination the measure provecl unsatisfactory and empty talk. 

Sievers also (Geschichte von Griech. bis zur Schlacht von Mantineia, 
pp. 100, 101) adopts the same view as Doeckh, that this was a real propo
sition of a property tax of two and a half per cent., made by Euripides. Af. 
ter having alleged that the Athenians in these times supplied their treasury 
by the most unscrupulous injustice in confiscating the property of rich citi
zens, - refcn-ing as proof to passages in the orators, none of which estab
lishes his conclusion, - Sievers goes on to say, - "But that these violences 
did not suffice, is shown by the fact that the people caught with greedy im
patience at other measures. Thus a new scheme of finance, which however 
was presently discovered to be insufficient or inapplicable, excited at first 
the most extravagant joy." Ile adds in a note: " The scheme proceeded 
from Euripides ; it was a property-tax of two and a half per cent. See 
Aristoph. Ecclcsiaz. 823; Docckh, Staatshaush. ii, p. 27. 

In my judgment, the assertion here made by Docckh and Sievers rests 
upon no sufficient ground. The passage of Aristophanes does not warrant 
us in concluding anything at all about a proposition for a property-tax. It 
is as follows : 
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the Long Walls and of the fortifications of Peirreus by Konon, 
was an assistance not less valuable to the finances of Athens than 

To o' lvayxor ovx uiravrer *µelr wµv-Vµev 
TaAavr' foeu&at irevrnK6uta rij ir6Aet 
Tiir reMapaKouri/r, -l)v liroptu' Evpmio11r; 
Kev{fiJr Karexpvuov iriir uv~p Evpt7r'L01JV. 
•ore /,~ o' uvaUKO'Tr'OVµevotr l¢aivtTO 
'0 Ator K6pw{for, Ka~ ro 7rpayµ' ovK i/ptceuev, 
IIal.tv Kareirirrov 'Tr'ar uv~p EvptiriOTJV. 

'Vhat this "new financial scheme" (so Sievers properly calls it) was, which 
the poet here alludes to,-we have no means of determining. But I ven· 
ture to express my decided conviction that it cannot have been a property
tax. The terms in which it is described forbid that supposition. It was a 
scheme which seemed at first sight exceedingly promising and gainful to 
the city, aml procured for its author very great popularity; but which, on 
farther examination, proved to be mere empty boasting (b Atoe Kiipiv&or). 
Ilow can this be said about any motion for a property-tax 1 That any finan
cier· should ever have gained extraordinary popularity by proposing a 
property-tax, is altogether inconceivable. And a proposition to raise the 
immense sum of five hundred talents (which Schumann estimates as the 
probable aggregate charge of the whole peace-establishment of Athens, 
Antiq. Jur. Public. Grrec. s. 73, p. 313) at one blow by an assessment npon 
property l It would be as mnch as any financier could do to bear up against 
the tremendous unpopularity of snch a proposition; and to induce the assem
bly even to listen to him, were the necessity ever so pressing. How odious 
are propositions for direct taxation, we may know without recurring to the 
specific evidence respecting Athens ; but if any man requires such specific 
evidence, he may find it abundantly in the Philippics and Olynthiacs of De
mosthenes. On one occasion (De Symmoriis, Or. xiv. s. 33, p. 185) that 
orator alludes to a proposition for raising five hundred talents by direct 
property-ta.'t as something extravagant, which the Athenians would not en
dure to hear mentioned. 

MoreoYer,-unpopnlarity apart, - the motion for a property-tax could 
scarcely procure credit for a financier, because it is of all ideas the most 
simple and obvious. Any man can suggest such a scheme. But to pass for 
an acceptable financier, you must propose some measure which promises 
gain to the state without such undisguised pressure upon individuals. 

Lastly, there is nothing delusive in a property-tax, - nothing which iooks 
gainful at first sight, and then turns out on farther examination ( uvauKo
'Tr'ovµ€votr) to be false or uncertain. It may, indeed, be more or less evaded; 
hut this can only be known after it has been assessed, and when payment is 
actually called for. 

Upon these grounds I maintain that the reuuapa1wUTi)proposed byEuripi
. des was not a property-tax. 'Vhat it was I do not pretend to say; but rea
_uapatcouTi) may haye many other meanings; it might mean a dnty of two 
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to her political power. That excellent l1arbor, commodious as a 
mercantile centre, and now again safe for the residence of metics 

and a half per cent. upon imports or exports, or upon the produce of the 
mines of Laureion; or it might mean a cheap coinage or base money, some
thing in the nature of the Chian reaaapaKoarai (Thucyd. viii, 100). All that 
the passage really teaches us is, that some financial proposition was made 
by Euripides which at first seemed likely to be lucrative, but would not stand 
an attentive examination. It is not even certain that Euripides promised a 
receipt of five hundred talents; this sum is only given to us as a comic 
exaggeration of that which foolish men at first fancied. Bocckh in more 
than one place reasons (erroneously, in my judgment) as if this five hundred 
talents was a real and trustworthy estimate, and eqi"ial to two and a half 
percent. upon the taxable property of the Athenians. He says (iv, 8, p. 520, 
Engl. transl.) that" Euripides assumed as the basis of his proposal for levy
ing a property-tax, a taxable· capital of twenty thousand talents," - and 
that "his proposition of one-fortieth was calculated to produce five hundred 
talents." No such conclusion can be fairly drawn from Aristophanes .. 

Again, Boeckh infers from another passage in the same play of the same 
author, that a small direct property-tax of one five-hundredth part had been 
recently _imposed.' After a speech from one of the old women, calling upon 
a young man to follow her, he replies (v. 1006) :--: 

'A/,;\.' OVK uvayK77 µobartv, elµ~ TOJV lµwv 
T~v 7revraKoatoar77v 1<arHJ77Kar rij 7roAet. 

Boeckh himself admits (iv, 8, p. 520) that this passage is very obscure, and 
so I think every one will find it. Tyrwhitt was so perplexed by it that he 
altered lµwv into lrwv. 'iVithout presuming to assign the meaning of the 
passage, I merely contend that it cannot be held to justify the affirmation, 
as a matter of historical fact, that a property tax of one-five-hundredth had 
been levied at Athens, shortly before the representation of Ekklesiazusre. 

I cannot refrain here from noticing another inference drawn by Sievers 
from a third passage in this same play, - the Ekklesiazusre ( Geschichte 
Griechenlands vom Ende der Pclop. Kricgs bis zur Schlacht von Mantineia, 
p. 101.) He says, - "How melancholy is the picture of Athenian popular 
life, which is presented to us by the Ekklesiazusre and the second Plutus, 
ten or twelve years after the restoration of the democracy! What an impres
sive seriousness (we!ch ein erschiitternder Ernst) is expressed in the speech 
of Praxagora!" (v. 174 seqq.). 

I confess that I find neither seriousness, nor genuine and trustworthy 
coloring, in this speech of Praxagora. It was a comic case made out for the 
purpose of showing that the women were more fit to govern Athens than 
the men, and setting forth the alleged follies of the men in terms of. broad 
and general disparagement. The whole play is, throughout, thorough farce 
and full of Aristophanic humor. And it is surely preposterous to treat what 
is put into the mouth of Praxagora, the leading feminine character, as if it 
were historical evidence as to the actual condition or management of .Ath· 
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alid the importations of merchants, became speedily a scene of ani
mated commerce, as we have seen it when surprised by Teleutias. 
The number of metics, or free resident non-citizens, became also 
again large, as it had been before the time of her reverses, and 
including a number of mi,;cellaneous non-Hellenic persons, from 
Lydia, Phrygia, and Syria.l Both the port-duties, and the value 
of fixed property at Athens, was thus augmented so as in part to 
countervail the costs of war. Nevertheless these costs, continued 
from year to year, and combined with the damage done by .•l~gi
netan privateers, were seriously folt, and contributed to dispose 
the Athenians to peace. 

In the Hellespont also, their prospects were not only on the de
cline, but had become seriously menacing. After going from 
.lEgina to Ephesus in the preceding year, and sending back Gor
g6pus with the JEginetan squadron, Antalkidas had placed the 
remainder of his fleet under his secretary, Nikolochus, with orders 
to proceed to the Hellespont for the relief of Abydos. Ile him
self landed, and repaired to Tiribazus, by whom he was conducted 
up to the court of Susa. Here he renewed the propositions for 
the pacification of Greece,- on principles of universal autonomy, 
abandoning all the Asiatic Greeks as subject absolutely to the Per
sian king, - which he bad tried in vain to carry through two years 
before. Though the Spartans generally were odious to Artaxerxes, 
Antalkiclas behaved with so much dexterity2 as to gain the royal 
favor personally, while all the influence of Tiribazus was employed 
to second his political views. At length they succeeded in prevail
ing upon the king formally to adopt the peace, and to proclaim 
war against any Greeks who should refuse to accede to it, em
powering the Spartans to enforce it everywhere as his allies and 
under his sanction. In order to remove one who would have 

ens. Let any one follow the speech of Praxagora into the proposition of 
reform which she is made to submit, and he will then see the absurdity of 
citing her discourse as if it were an harangue in Thucydides. History is 
indeed strangely transformed by thus turning comic wit into serious matter 
of evidence ; and no history has suffered so much from the proceeding a3 
that of Athens. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. v. 1, 19-24; compare vii, 1, 3, 4; Xenoph. De Vecti
galibus, chapters i, ii, iii, etc. ; Xenoph. De Repub. Athen. i, 17. 

2 Plutarch, Artaxcrx. c. 22. 
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proved a great impediment to this measure, the king was farthef 
induced to invite the satrap Pharnabazus up to court, and to honor 
him with his daughter in marriage ; leaving the satrapy of Das
kylium under the temporary administration of .A.riobarzanes, a 
personal friend and guest of Antalkidas.I Thus armed against all 
contingencies, Antalkidas and Tiribazus returned from Susa to the 
coast of Asia JUinor in the spring of 387 B. c., not only bearing 
the formal diploma ratified by the king's seal, but commanding 
ample means to can·y it into effect ; since, in addition to the full 
forces of Persia, twenty additional triremes were on their way from 
Syracuse and the Greco-Italian towns, sent by the despot Diony
sius to the aid of the Lacedmmonians.2 

On reaching the coast, Antalkidas found Nikolochus with his 
fleet of twenty-five sail blocked up in Abydos by the Athenians 
under Iphikrates ; who with thirty-two sail were occupying the 
European si<le of the Hellespont. He immediately repaired to 
Abydos by land, and took an early opportunity of stealing out by 
night with his fleet up the strait towar<ls the Propontis; sprea<ling 
the rumor that he was about to attack Chalkedon, in concert with 
a party in the town. But he stopped at Perkote, and lay hid in 
that harbor until he saw the Athenian fleet (which had gone in 
pursuit of him upon the false scent laid out) pass by towards Pro
konnfams. The strait being now clear, Antalkidas sailed down it 
again to meet the Syracusan an<l Italian ships, whom he safely 
joined. Such junction, with a view to which his recent manreuvre 
had been devised, rendered him more than a match for his enemies. 
He had further the good fortune to capture a detache<l Athenian 
squadron of eight triremes, which Thrasybulus (a second Athenian 
citizen of that name) was conducting from Thrace to join the main 
Athenian fleet in the Hellespont. Lastly, additional reinforce
ments also reached Antalkidas from the zealous aid of Tiribazus 
and Arioharzanes, insomuch that he found himself at the head of 
no less than eighty triremes, hesi<les a still greater number which 
were under preparation in the various ports of Ionia.3 

Such a fleet, the greatest which had been seen in the Hellespont 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, I. 28. • Xen. Hellen. v, I, 25-27. 
3 Diodor. xv, 2. These triremes were employed in the ensuing year for 

the prosecution of the war against Evagoras
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·since the battle of 1Egospotami, was so much superior to any
thing which could be brought to meet it, and indicated so strongly 
the full force of Persia operating in the interests of Sparta, 
that the Athenians began to fear a repetition of the same calam
itous suffering which they had already undergone from Lysander. 
A portion of such hardship they at once began to taste. Not a 
single merchant-ship reached them from the Euxine, all being 
seized and detained by Antalkidas; so that their main supply of 
imported corn was thus cut off. Moreover, in the present en
couraging state of affairs, the ..2Eginetan privateers became doubly 
active in harassing the coasting trade of Attica; and this combina
tion, of actual hardship with prospective alarm, created a para
mount anxiety at Athens to terminate the war. 'Vithout Athens, 
the other allies would have no chance of success through their own 
forces ; while the Arg~iaus also, hitherto the most obstinate, had 
become on their. own account desirous of peace, being afraid of 
repeated Lacedremonian invasions of their territory. That Sparta 
should press for a peace, when the terms of it were suggested by 
herself, is not wonderful. Even to her, triumphant as her position 
now seemed, the war was a heavy burden.1 

Such was the general state of feeling in the Grecian world, 
when Tiribazus summoned the contending parties into his presence, 
probably at Sardis, to hear the terms of the convention which had 
just come down from Susa. He produced the original edict, 
and having first publicly exhibited the regal seal, read aloud as 
follows:

" King Artaxerxes thinks it just that the cities in Asia, and the 
islands of Klazomenre and Cyprus, shall belong to him. He 
thinks it just also, to leave all the other Hellenic cities autono
mous, both small and great, - except Lemnos, Imbros, and Sky
ros, which are to belong to Athens, as they did originally. Should 
any parties refuse to accept this peace, I will make war upon them, 
along with those who are of the same mind, by land as well as by 
sea, with ships and with money." 2

• 
' Xen. Hellen. v, l, 28, 29. 

2 Xen. Hellen. v, l, 31. 

In this document there is the same introduction of the first person im


mediately following the third, as in the correspondence between Pausanias 
and Xerxes (Thucyd. i, 128, 129). 

VOL. J:t. 17 25oc. 
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Instructions were given to all the deputies to report the terms of · 
this edict to their respective cities, and to meet again at Sparta for 
acceptance or rejection. "When the time of meeting arrived,1 all 
the cities, in spite of their repugnance to the abandonment of the 
.Asiatic Greeks, and partly also to the second condition, neverthe
less felt themselves overruled by superior force, and gave a re
luctant consent. On taking the oaths, however, the Thebans tried 
indirectly to make good an exception in their own case, by claim
ing to take the oath not only on behalf of themselves, but on be
half of the Bceotian cities generally; a demand which Agcsilaus in 
the name of Sparta repudiated, as virtually cancelling that item in 
the pacification whereby the small cities were pronounced to be 
autonomous as well. as the great. When the Theban deputy re
plied that he could not relinquish his claim without fresh instruc
tions from home, Agesilaus desired him to go at once and consult 
his countrymen. "You may tell them (said he) that if they do 
not comply, they will be shut out from the treaty." 

It was with much delight that Agesilaus pronounced this 
peremptory sentence, which placed Thebes in so humiliating a 
dilemma. Antipathy towards the Thebans was one of his strongest 
sentiments, and he exulted in the hope that they would persist in 
their refusal so that he would thus be enabled to bring an over
whelming force to crush their isolated city. So eagerly did he 
thirst for the ,expected triumph, that immediately on the departure 
of the Theban deputies, and before their answer could possibly 
have been obtained, he procured the consent of the ephors, offered 
the border-sacrifice, and led the Spartan force out as far as Tegea. 
From that city he not only despatched messengers in all directions 
to hasten the arrival of the Periceki, but also sent forth the offi
cers called xenagi to the cities of the Peloponnesian allies, to mus
ter and bring together the respective contingents. But in spite of 
all injunctions to despatch, his wishes were disappointed. Before 
he started from Tegea, the Theban deputies returned with the in
timation that they were prepared to take the oath for Thebes alone, 
recognizing the other Bceotian cities as autonomous. lYgesilaus 
and the Spartans were thus obliged to be satisfied with the minor 
triumph, in itself very serious and considerable, of having degraded 

1 Diodor. xiv, llO. 
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Thebes from her federal headship, and isolated her from the Bmo
tian cities.! 

The unmeasured and impatient miso-Theban bitterness of Agesi
laus, attestetl here by his friend and panegyrist, deserves especial 
notice ; for it will be found to explain much of the misconduct of 
Sparta and her officers during the ensuing years. 

There yet remained one compliance for Agesilaus to exact. 
The Argeian auxiliaries were not yet withdrawn from Corinth; 
and the Corinthian government might probably think that the 
terms of the peace, leaving their city autonomous, permitted them 
to retain or dismiss these auxiliaries at their own discretion. But 
it was not so that Agesilaus construed the peace; and his construc
tion, right or wrong, was backed by the power of enforcement. 
Ile sent to inform both Argeians and Corinthians, that if the aux
iliaries were not withdrawn, he would march his army forthwith 
into both territories. No resistance could be offered to his 
peremptory mandate. The Argeians retired from Corinth ; and 
the vehement philo-Argcian Corinthians, - especially those who 
had been concerned in the massacre at the festival of the Eukleia, 
-retired at the same time into voluntary exile, thinking them
selves no longer safe in the town. They found a home partly at 
Argos, partly at Athens,2 where they were most hospitably received. 
Those Corinthians who had before been in exile, and who, in con
cert with the Lacedremonian garrison at Lechreum and Sikyon, 
had been engaged in bitter hostility against their countrymen in 
Corinth, - were immediately readmitted into the city. According 
to Xenophon, their readmission was pronounced by the spontane
ous voice of the Corinthian eitizcns.3 But we shall be more cor
rect in affirming, that it was procured by the same intimidating 
summons from Agesilaus which had extorted the dismissal of the 
Argeians.4 The restoration of the exiles from Lechreum on the 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 1, 32, 33. 
• Xen. Hellen. v, 1, 34; Demosthen. adv. Leptin. c. 13, p. 473. 
3 Xen."Hellen. v, 1, 34. Ol o' UAAOL 1!'0~ZraL lKovrec KareOixovro roil~ 

1rp6a&ev <fltvyovrac. 
4 Such is in fact the version of the story in Xenophon's Encomium upon 

Agesilaus (ii, 21 ), where it is made a matter of honor to the latter, that he 
would not consent to peace; except with a compulsory clause (hvay1Caae) 
that the Corinthian and Theban exiles should be restored. The Corinthian 
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present occasion was no more voluntary than that of the Athe
nian exiles had been eighteen years before, at the Peloponnesian 
war,-or than that of the Phliasian exiles was, two or three 
years afterwards.I 

exiles had been actively cooperating with Agesilaus against Corinth. Of' 
.Theban exiles we have heard nothing; bnt it is very probable that there 
were several serving with Agesilaus, - and also pretty certain that he 
would insist upon their restoration. 

1 Xen. Hellen. v, 2, 8. 
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